
City of Chicago 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

How to look for a zoning district 

1 
Determine 

business activity 

3 
Determine allowed 

zoning districts 

2 
Look up specific 

address in the zoning 
map 



City of Chicago 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

Example 1 – Step 1 

Business Name: ABC Restaurant 
Business Activity: Restaurant – no liquor 
Location: 11718 S Western 
License Required: Retail food license 
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Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

Example 1 – Step 2 



City of Chicago 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

Example 1 – Step 2 



City of Chicago 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

Example 1 – Step 3 

  
BUSINESS/ 

USE 

  
USE GROUP/ 
CATEGORY 

  
ZONING DISTRICT 

See Zoning Text for specific Parking and Use Standards 

    

  
(P):  permitted by-right     (S):  special use approval required  

Business License Zoning Reference Guide 

  
Restaurant 

  

  
Commercial/ 

Eating and 
Drinking 
Facility, 
Limited 

  
B1 
(P) 

  
B2 
(P) 

  
B3 
(P) 

  
C1 
(P) 

  
C2 
(P) 

  
C3 
(P) 

  
DC 
(P) 

  
DX 
(P) 

  
DS 
(P) 

  
M1 
(P) 

  
M2 
(P) 

  
M3 
(P) 

  
PMD
#1B 
(P) 

  
PMD#

2 
(P) 

  
PMD 

#3 
(P) 

  
PMD#

4 
(P) 

  
PMD

#5 
(P) 

  
PMD

#6 
(P) 

  
PMD

#7 
(P) 

  
PMD

#8 
(P) 

  
PMD 

#9 
(P) 

  
PMD 
#10 
(P) 

  
PMD 
#11 
(P) 

  
PMD
#12 
(P) 

  
PMD#

13 
(P) 

  
PMD 
#15 
(P) 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  



City of Chicago 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

Example 2 – Step 1 

Business Name: ABC Boutique  
Business Activity: Apparel retail shop 
Location: 4554 N Clark 
License Required: Limited Business License 
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Example 2 – Step 2 
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Example 2 – Step 2 



City of Chicago 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

Example 2 – Step 3 

  
BUSINESS/ 

USE 

  
USE GROUP/ 
CATEGORY 

  
ZONING DISTRICT 

See Zoning Text for specific Parking and Use Standards 

    

  
(P):  permitted by-right     (S):  special use approval required  

Business License Zoning Reference Guide 

  
Apparel Shops 

  
Commercial/ 
Retail Sales, 

General 

  
B1 
(P) 

  
B2 
(P) 

  
B3 
(P) 

  
C1 
(P) 

  
C2 
(P) 

  
C3 
(P) 

  
DC 
(P) 

  
DX 
(P) 

  
DS 
(P) 

  
  

  
  



City of Chicago 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

Example 3 – Step 1 

Business Name: ABC Pet Shop 
Business Activity: Animal care facility 
Location: 3609 N Ravenswood 
License Required: Animal Care License 
 



City of Chicago 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

Example 3 – Step 2 



City of Chicago 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

Example 3 – Step 2 



City of Chicago 
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection 

Example 3 – Step 2 

  
BUSINESS/ 

USE 

  
USE GROUP/ 
CATEGORY 

  
ZONING DISTRICT 

See Zoning Text for specific Parking and Use Standards 

    

  
(P):  permitted by-right     (S):  special use approval required  

Business License Zoning Reference Guide 

 Animal Hospital 

  
Commercial/ 

Animal Service 

  

B3 
(P) 

C1 
(P) 

C2 
(P) 

C3 
(P) 

DC 
(P) 

DX 
(P) 

DS 
(P) 

M1 
(P) 

M2 
(P) 

M3 
(P) 

  
PMD 
#1B 
(P) 

PMD 
#2B 
(P) 

PMD 
#6 
(S) 

PMD 
#7B 
(P) 

PMD 
#8 
(S) 

PMD 
#9 
(S) 

PMD 
#10 
(S) 

PMD 
#11A 

(S) 

PMD 

#11B 

(P) 

PMD 
#12 
(S) 

  
PMD 

#13 

(S) 

PMD  #15  (P) 
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