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Self-Certification Training Program
December 2019

Welcome
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Continuing Professional Education
Credit earned on completion of this program will be reported to CES 
Records for AIA members.  Certificates of Completion will be provided to 
all attendees.

This program is registered with the AIA/CES for continuing 
professional education.  As such, it does not include content that 
may be deemed or construed to be an approval or endorsement by 
the AIA of any material of construction or any method or manner of 
handling, using, distributing, or dealing in any material or product.  
Questions related to specific materials, methods, and services 
will be addressed at the conclusion of this presentation.

2



City of Chicago Department of Buildings

2019 Self-Certification Training Program 2

Learning Objectives

• Rules of the Self-Certification 
Permit Program

• Document requirements and 
submission standards

• Using the new Chicago 
Construction Codes (Part 1)

• Code organization and definitions

• Occupancy classification

• Types of construction

• Height and area limitations

• Special uses and occupancies

• Using the new Chicago 
Construction Codes (Part 2)

• Fire-resistance rated construction

• Means of egress

• Fire protection systems

• Interior finishes

• Accessibility requirements

• Electrical requirements

• Refrigeration requirements

• Plumbing requirements
3

Learning Objectives (continued)

• Ventilation requirements

• Environmental (air pollution 
control) requirements

• Food protection requirements

• Using the new Chicago 
Construction Codes (Part 3)

• Permitting for rehabilitation work

• Work area method

• Building inspections

• Basics of the Chicago Zoning 
Ordinance

• Energy conservation 
requirements

• Commercial

• Residential

• Structural requirements

• Structural peer review
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Schedule
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Day 1: Monday, December 2, 2019

8:30 AM Welcome and Introduction

8:45 AM Self-Certification Permit Program Rules

10:00 AM Document Requirements and Submission Stds.

LUNCH

12:45 PM Chicago Construction Codes Basics (Part 1)

3:00 PM Chicago Construction Codes Basics (Part 2)

5:00 PM Day 1 Closing Remarks
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Day 2: Tuesday, December 3, 2019

8:30 AM Accessibility Requirements

9:30 AM Electrical Requirements

10:45 AM Refrigeration Requirements

11:15 AM Plumbing Requirements

LUNCH

12:45 PM Ventilation Requirements

1:45 PM Environmental Requirements

2:45 PM Food Protection Requirements

3:45 PM Chicago Construction Codes Basics (Part 3) 7

Day 3: Wednesday, December 4, 2019

8:30 AM Building Inspections

9:45 AM Zoning Basics

11:00 AM Energy Conservation Requirements, Part 1

LUNCH

12:45 PM Energy Conservation Requirements, Part 2

2:00 PM Structural Requirements

3:30 PM Structural Peer Review Requirements

4:30 PM Conclusion
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The Chicago Construction Codes
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[Ordinance Signing Slide]

April 2019:
First Comprehensive 
Update to Chicago 

Building Code Since 
1949

10



City of Chicago Department of Buildings

2019 Self-Certification Training Program 6

Implementation Timeline—
2019 Chicago Construction Codes

6/1* 7/1 11/1 12/1*4/10/19 12/1/19* 8/1/20*1/1* TBD

*Based on permit fee 
deposit payment date11

A
Administrative 

Provisions

B
Building Code

C
Conveyance 
Device Code

E
Electrical Code

F
Fire Prevention 

Code

G
Fuel Gas Code

M
Mechanical 

Code

N
Energy 

Conservation 
Code

P
Plumbing Code

R
Building 

Rehabilitation 
Code

X
Requirements 

for Existing 
Buildings

INTERIM INTERIM

INTERIM INTERIM
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Code Modernization—
Phase 3

• Currently preparing for Phase 3a Codes

• Plumbing

• Mechanical

• Fuel Gas

• Send suggestions to 
DOBCommissioner@cityofchicago.org

• Plumbing Pilot Program extended to 
7/31/20
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2019 Chicago Construction Codes—
Self-Certification Permit Program

• January 1, 2020 is first day to start self-certified application 
under Chicago Construction Codes (structural peer review 
not required)

• February 1, 2020 is first day to start self-certified 
application under Chicago Construction Codes with 
structural peer review

• Structural peer reviewer must have taken update class 
(January 28, 2020)
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2019 Chicago Construction Codes—
Self-Certification Permit Program

• Renewing self-certification professionals may self-certify 
under either new code or old code through July 2020

No mix-and-match!
• Self-certification professionals first certified in 2019 (or 

renewing after lapse) may only self certify under new code, 
starting 1/1/20 (or 2/1/20 if peer-review required)
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