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2019 Chicago Construction Codes Basics
key provisions for small and mid-sized projects

October 2020

Presented by: 
Grant Ullrich, Deputy Commissioner

Schedule: Thursday October 15, 2020
Morning Session 1

Welcome and Introduction
Code Organization and Definitions
Occupancy Classification
Construction Types
Height and Area
Special Features, Uses and Occupancies

Morning Session 2
Means of Egress
Fire-resistance Rated Construction

Lunch Break
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Schedule (continued)
Afternoon Session 1

Interior Finishes
Fire Protection and Life Safety Systems
Structural Basics

Afternoon Session 2
Introduction to the Building Rehabilitation Code
Repairs and Minimum Requirements

Afternoon Session 3
Building Rehabilitation: Work Area Method

Discussion and Conclusion

For All Attendees

• Use chat feature to submit questions. 

• Either chat with everyone or to co-host Hal 
Hutchinson (I won’t be watching my chat.)

• ICC is providing support for any technical issues 
with Zoom or workbook shipping.

• A link to documents for today’s presentation is 
available in chat.
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The Chicago Construction Codes
Modernization Initiative
2016 - 2021

[Ordinance Signing Slide]

April 2019:
First comprehensive 
update to Chicago 

Building Code since 
1949
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August 2020:
New Chicago 

Construction Codes
become mandatory.

Implementation Timeline
2019 Chicago Construction Codes (Phase 2)

6/1* 7/1 11/1 12/1*4/10/19 12/1/19* 8/1/20*1/1* 1/1/21

* Based on permit fee 
deposit payment date

2/19
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A
Administrative 

Provisions

B
Building Code

C
Conveyance 
Device Code

E
Electrical Code

F
Fire Prevention 

Code

G
Fuel Gas Code

M
Mechanical 

Code

N
Energy 

Conservation 
Code

P
Plumbing Code

R
Building 

Rehabilitation 
Code

X
Requirements 

for Existing 
Buildings

INTERIM INTERIM

INTERIM INTERIM

Code Modernization—
Phase 3
• Currently preparing for Phase 3 Codes

• Plumbing
• Mechanical
• Fuel Gas

• Send suggestions to 
DOBCommissioner@cityofchicago.org

• Plumbing Pilot Program extended to 
12/31/20

16

17



City of Chicago Department of Buildings

2019 Chicago Construction Codes Basics  
10/15/2020 6

Implementation

Permit applications where $300 deposit fee is paid after July 
31, 2020 must comply with 2019 Construction Codes unless:

• Project using phased permitting where first phase 
application was started before July 31, 2020

• Minor revision to permit where application was started 
before July 31, 2020

Permit Application Forms
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