City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 3/13/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: Timothy Center Corp. 4351 S. Drexel Blvd, Chicago, IL 60653

MEETING START TIME: 5:36 PM

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Ephraim Lee Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Community Engagement: Alexander Perez Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Nominating Commitee: Marquinn McDonald Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Arthur Dennis:

Highlighted issues with low participation and accountability.

Suggested amending the Open Meetings Act to empower district councilors.

Emphasized the need for increased community involvement to strengthen council
power.

J. Jackson:

Shared personal experiences highlighting mental health challenges and police
interactions.

Suggested methods for gathering mental health data from public transit users.
Advocated for greater accountability and support for mental health initiatives



5:36 PM


Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

The meeting minutes from February 22 and March 4, 2025 have been approved.

District Council Member Updates

Opening Remarks and Introductions:

District Councilor Ephraim Lee introduced himself and his colleagues
Confirmed quorum was present.
Opened the floor for public comments, encouraging feedback on police activity.

Community Engagement
Dstrict Councilor Alexander Perez:

Discussed the District Strategic Plan (DSP) and its challenges.

Highlighted low community participation in DSP meetings (approximately 15 participants out of 110,000 residents).
Emphasized the importance of engaging all affinity groups mandated by the consent decree.

Announced plans to increase community engagement through door-to-door outreach and volunteer involvement.
General Order G111:

Collaboration between CPD and the council to draft G111.

Sets expectations for information requests and communication protocols between CPD and the district council.
Upon approval in early April, officers of lieutenant rank or higher will be present at meetings to facilitate
communication.

Enhances community empowerment by establishing clear communication channels and accountability
measures.Community Engagement

Presentation by Councilor Perez:

Discussed the District Strategic Plan (DSP) and its challenges.

Highlighted low community participation in DSP meetings (approximately 15 participants out of 110,000 residents).
Emphasized the importance of engaging all affinity groups mandated by the consent decree.

Announced plans to increase community engagement through door-to-door outreach and volunteer involvement.
General Order G111:

Collaboration between CPD and the council to draft G111.

Sets expectations for information requests and communication protocols between CPD and the district council.
Upon approval in early April, officers of lieutenant rank or higher will be present at meetings to facilitate
communication.

Enhances community empowerment by establishing clear communication channels and accountability measures.




Discussions

Nominating Committee

District Councilor Marquinn McDonald:

Reviewed old business and closed out previous issues.

Voted on maintaining transparency within the nominating committee.
No new updates reported.

Police and Community Relations

Councilor McDonald Update:

Announced initiatives to build a network of safety and community engagement.
Collaborations with Village Leadership Academy and Watchmen Chicago.
Plans to walk community areas to increase visibility and engagement.
Highlighted the importance of volunteers in these initiatives.

Councilor Lee's Remarks:

Addressed the lack of a statement from the FOP condemning police brutality.

Emphasized the need for CPD accountability and transparency.

Discussed the importance of term limits for mayor and governor to prevent prolonged political influence.
Urged community participation in upcoming workshops and police board meetings.

Alternative Response and Mental Health

Presentation on Alternative Response:

Introduction to the Care Unit, a crisis assistance and response team.

Current limitations due to budget constraints and limited operational hours.
Advocacy for expanding and fully funding the Care Unit citywide.
Encouraged residents to fill out a survey via QR code to support the initiative.

Action Items
Community Block Grant Workshops:

Dates and Formats:

March 20, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM at Kennedy King College (In-person)

March 26 (Virtual)

April 7, Monday, at Malcolm X College (In-person)

Purpose: Guidance on responding to RFPs for social services, economic development, and housing contracts.
Police Board Meeting:

Date and Time: March 20, 7:30 PM

Location: Chicago Public Safety Headquarters, 3510 South Michigan Avenue
Agenda: Police disciplinary cases, Superintendent Snelling's report, COPA report.
Encouragement: Public participation through available speaking slots.
Amendment to Open Meetings Act:

Follow-up
Next Meeting:

Date: April 17, 2025

Time: 6:00 PM

Location: Greater Harvest Baptist Church, 5141 South State Street
Guest Speaker: Joseph Mapp, Director of Reentry

Ongoing Initiatives:




Votes

N/A

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 4/17/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): ~ Greater Harvest Church, 5141 S State St.

District Council ended the meeting at: 6:58 PM


6:58 PM
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