City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 10/19/2023

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: YMCA 3763 S Wabash Ave Chicago, IL 60653

MEETING START TIME: 6:30 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Alexander Perez Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Community Engagement: Julia Kline Present: 1 Remote: [ Absent: =i
Nominating Committee: Ephraim Lee Present: m Remote: L1 Absent: [

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Number of speakers who provided comments/suggestions: 1




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

1. Date of meeting minutes 19 October 2023.

2. Summary of any corrections to the minutes: None.

3. DC Member that made the motion to approve: Alexander Perez.
4. Summary of any debate: None.

5. Alexander Perez: Yea. Ephraim Lee: Yea.

6. Result of the vote: Approved

District Council Member Updates

Introductions of Services:

Councilor Lee (Nominating Committee) spoke about the Nominating Committee's progress including
the reviewing of ordinances and roles of commissioners.

1. Review of how the district council works, structure, and process of roles.
2. Recent commission highlights including the process of transparency during selection of candidates
3. Shared timeline of application opening, closing, and date of submission to Mayor for selection.

4. Questions presented to audience about qualities that they would like to see in the next group of
commissioners.
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Counselor Chairman Perez, proposed an amendment to the bylaws (see votes below) and informed
guest about upcoming events, including:

Coffee, Hip Hop, and Mental Health community therapy session, slated to take place in Hyde Park.
The Chairpersons of each district will be meeting with Mayor Johnson in the coming weeks in order to
speak about successes, setbacks, and future challenges facing district councilors across the city in all

22 police districts.

Encouragement of district citizens to attend the 2024 Community Commission for Public Safety and
Accountability (CCPSA) CPD budget review process via ZOOM, on Monday October 24, 2023.
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Discussions

Summary of Guest Discussions:

Sarah Richardson from the Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) of
Substance Abuse, spoke at length about opioid use disorder and the impact this abuse
has had on many residents who live in the City of Chicago. Ms. Richardson explained
that the city was working in multiple ways to help those gripped by addiction and abuse
including a collaboration between the CDPH and the Chicago Public Library (CPL), to
make Narcan nasal spray available free of charge at all 81 CPL locations throughout
the city.

https://overcomeopioids.org/

Kathy Calderon, also from the CDPH office of Mental Health, informed the audience of
Chicago's mental health equity, initiatives, and resources program, aimed at combating
mental health and its stigmatizations.

"Unspoken" is a collaborative effort by the city of Chicago and mental health
professionals, to help all citizens recognize and manage their mental health challenges
through a comprehensive network of social work providers and therapists.
https://mentalhealth.chicago.gov/

Matthew Thomas, a licensed social worker from Housing Forward, delivered a
comprehensive view of depression, its connection to seasonal suicides, and what can
be done to mitigate feelings of isolation. He explained how the lessening of sunlight
and shorter days, can be contributing factors and should be taken into account when
looking out for loved ones during these times of the year.




Votes

Summary of votes taken: 1

Councilor Perez proposed an amendment to the bylaws regarding councilor attendance:
Attendance

a. District Council Members will endeavor to attend all District Council meetings for the
duration of each meeting.

b. An excused absence is one where the District Council Member notifies their fellow 2nd
District Council Members prior to the meeting that they will be absent due to one or more
of the following excused absences:

i. lllness;

ii. Family leave;

lil. Work or personal conflicts that are emergencies or otherwise unavoidable;

Iv. Religious or cultural holidays;

v. Other excuses may be valid as determined by a majority vote of the Commission.

c. To request an excused absence, District Council Members shall notify their fellow 2nd
District Council Members, stating the specific reason for the request. If the circumstances
prevent a District Council Member from notifying their fellow 2nd District Council
Members prior to the meeting, the District Council Member will notify their fellow 2nd
District Council Members as soon as possible thereafter. An absence that does not

adhere to the aforementioned procedure is unexcused.

In the event that a District Councilor has an unexcused absence from three consecutive
meetings, it may trigger a vote of no confidence by their fellow two District Councilors.

Councilor Perez's amendment passed by a vote of two to zero, with councilor Kline being
absent from the meeting but aware that the vote would be taken.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 11/14/2023

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): ~ YMCA 3763 S Wabash Ave, Chicago, IL 60653

District Council ended the meeting at: 8:00 pm
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Councilor Perez proposed an amendment to the bylaws regarding councilor attendance:
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a. District Council Members will endeavor to attend all District Council meetings for the duration of each meeting.   
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