City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 5/22/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: 9207 s. Phillips

MEETING START TIME: 6:00 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Lovie Bernard Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Community Engagement: Brenda Waters Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Nominating Committee: Gloria Jenkins Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: O No: O
Public Comment

Summary of public comments
Community Memeber - Marked the fifth anniversary of George Floyd's murder (May
25). Expressed concerns over federal consent decrees being rolled back in cities

(Minneapolis, Kentucky), and fears Chicago could be next. Questioned what the local
response will be if the Chicago consent decree is lifted.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

District Councilor Lovie Bernard made a motion to approve the meeting minutes for
April 24, 2025. District Councilor Brenda Waters seconded the motion and all
councilors agreed the minutes were approved.

District Council Member Updates

Summary of the monthly update from each member of the District Council
CCPSA (Community Commission for Public Safety and Accountability) meeting:
Scheduled for next Thursday at South Shore High School (Begins at 6 pm).
Encouraged to attend to meet commission members, pose questions, and see
commission in action.

Associated with a “ Faith in Action” gathering with refreshments and community
resources—Ilocated at 3035 E 130th Street.
een Takeover / Curfew Discussions:

Chair asked for future community input on the teen “ takeover” events (~youth
gatherings often leading to unrest); request for suggestions/solutions.
Acknowledgment of recent news about a proposed “ pop-up” curfew, with
unresolved questions of legality and effectiveness.Community and police expressed
the difficulty of enforcement, the role of social media in organizing, and the need for
new engagement approaches.

Youth Employment Opportunities

CPD and community members shared information on:

Youth job applications (deadline June 22). Flyers were made available.

Kindness Campaign on 75th Street: Employs youth and young adults (16— 24) in job
placements across the community.




Discussions

Discussion Summary

Felony Review Bypass Program - Presenter - Dion McGill, District Council Member (7th Police District /
Englewood)

Program Overview: Pilot started in the 7th Police District (Inglewood) in January (year not specified),
expanded to the 5th District on April 4th. Officers dealing with gun possession cases can directly
determine whether to charge someone with a felony, bypassing the initial state's attorney review.
Traditional process involved waiting 6-8 hours for state's attorney approval; now, officers can make the
decision, and review by a lawyer and judge occurs later. Prior to this system, the state's attorney agreed
with officer charges 89% of the time.

Concerns Raised: Lack of initial communication with community and district council—local officials
found out via news/residents. Program covers three-gun possession offenses: unlawful possession,
unlawful possession by a felon, aggravated unlawful possession. Expansion decisions are made without
community input, despite local advocacy for a pause. Concerns about trust in systemic actors (CPD,
state's attorney), especially without transparency or accountability. Program is only being expanded in
predominantly Black communities, raising equity and fairness issues. Removal of low-level gun
possession from restorative justice courts (84% of those courts' cases), further fueling skepticism.

Community & Organizational Response: District counsels, the Justice 2020 Project (under ILJP), and
Chicago Advocacy Center for Fair Courts collaborated to send a letter (132 signatories) to the state's
attorney requesting a pause and more dialogue, request was denied.

The state's attorney office maintains the program is “ successful” and plans to continue and expand.

Community Engagement Recommendations: Encouraged community members to call or write the
state's attorney's office with opinions. Read official releases (e.g., May 4th press release). Submit letters
and op-eds to local media. Communicate concerns to their aldermen (Mitchell, Harris, Chico).

District Strategic Plan - Presenter - Aisha Humphries - District Council Member (6th Police District/
Auburn Gresham)

Every CPD district is required to annually develop a District Strategic Plan (DSP) to set local policing
priorities; this is mandated by CPD policy and the federal consent decree (established after Laquan
McDonald's case).

Each district's plan is supposed to be shaped by community input through community conversations.
These plans determine policing focus, resource allocation, and include both problem-solving and
community engagement strategies.

DSP Details: Problem-solving priorities documented for the 4th District (2025): homicides, shootings,
robberies.

The process involves identifying key issues, analysis, proposed responses, resource commitments, and
metrics for evaluating progress. Community engagement sections of plans often default to the same
activities, even when not tailored to core issues (e.g., holding senior pancake breakfasts instead of
engaging youth for youth crimes).




Votes

Motion by DC Brenda Waters to change the usual agenda order to allow speakers to

present before audience questions.
All 004th DC memebrs agreed to have Dion McGill speak first, then Aisha Humphries,

followed.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 6/24/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  CYC 9207 S. Phillips

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:22 pm
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