City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 7/30/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: Avalon Library 8148 S.Stony Island

MEETING START TIME: 6:11 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Lovie Bernard Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Community Engagement: Brenda Waters Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Nominating Committee: Gloria Jenkins Present: [ Remote: [ Absent: =i

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Critique of District's Strategic Plan- Issue Raised: Sydney Brooks voiced concern regarding the 4th District's CPD
persistent focus on traffic control, especially on Stony Island, in their strategic plan. Other pressing community
issues (e.g., shootings on 78th, 79th Streets, missing people, gang violence) are being neglected.

Community members requested council to inquire with the district commander about the focus on traffic, raising
frustration that for two consecutive years, meetings fixate on the Stony Island traffic issue while other problems
persist.

Need for Community-Police Collaboration

Emphasis on necessity for broader community engagement and support for the council's efforts. The perception
that higher authorities do not support the community, which weakens council's influence. Other present community
members agreed and voiced concerns regarding the need for increased collaboration.

Sydney Brooks recognized himself as a communications liaison via social media and offered his assistance in
promoting District Council meetings.

Community Advocate (Rabbi Michael Yoself): Highlights chronic inaction regarding missing/murdered Black and
Brown women in Chicago.

Referenced documentary “ The Hunt for Chicago Serial Killer” (1.4 million views), underscoring patterns of
murders and known disposal sites (abandoned buildings, lakefronts, alleys). Advocacy for municipal action:
demolish abandoned buildings, install cameras along known body disposal sites, pressure aldermen and city
council. Coordinator of annual National Day of Missing Person events in February, involving outreach to impacted
families.

Frustration voiced over inconsistent meeting notifications and lack of communication from council.

Additional Community Comment: Overgrown bushes/hedges cited as both safety issue and potential crime
concealment locales—calls for proactive city response. Broader Political Context Advocacy for attorney generals to
address both police traffic stops and wrongful convictions. Conflict voiced over selective enforcement and perceived
hypocrisy of political leaders.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Lovie Bernard motioned up June 24,2025 public regular meeting minutes for approval.
Brenda seconded the motion and minutes were approved.

District Council Member Updates

Upcoming Community Events & Resources Numerous back-to-school events and supplies distributions planned at churches and
other sites in the district. information provided on community composting opportunities (library, 3048 East 130th Street, Aug 2,
11am-12pm). Announcement of upcoming lane closures on Commercial from 87th— 88th (July 28— Aug 1; possibly extended).

District Council Initiatives Gang Database Reform: Ongoing work to reform the gang database, which currently impacts
employment opportunities for children/families with relatives previously incarcerated.

Civil Lawsuit Costs: The City of Chicago spent over $244 million in settlements/civil lawsuits in 2025; call for reforms to reduce
unnecessary police-related legal liabilities. Parade Participation: Bud Billiken parade coming up on 9th (details discussed on who
can participate on behalf of district council, limitations on official representation).

National Night Out: August 5, CAG Park and worldwide. Encouragement for individuals/organizations to get involved in resource
fairs and parades (guidance provided for organizational outreach).

Action ltems: Council to Ask 4th District Commander: Clarify continued strategic focus on Stony Island traffic while other public
safety crises persist. Expand Community Involvement: Engage more residents and community organizations in council meetings
and safety initiatives.

Community-Police Collaboration:

Peacekeepers and council formalize introductions at police calls and register for upcoming events (e.g., National Night Out).
Dissemination and Communication: Ensure consistent, broad notification of meetings to all interested advocates and community
members. Council to revisit notification process for greater redundancy and inclusion. Advocate for Demolition of Unsafe
Abandoned Structures: Community and council members to file 311 and aldermanic reports; escalate advocacy for city action.
Consider joining/organizing for annual National Missing Persons Day (February).

Follow-Up- Peacekeeper Partnership: Coach Gibbs will bring supervisor Cece Ashley to expand on partnership opportunities at
next session. Event Reminders: Council to circulate details for upcoming supply giveaways, National Night Out, and
back-to-school events.

Key Dates - Lane Closures: Commercial Ave, 87th— 88th, July 28— Aug 1 (may extend). Composting Event: Aug 2, 11am-12pm,
3048 E. 130th St. (Library).

National Night Out: Aug 5, CAG Park, and other locations globally.

Lions of the Southeast Back-to-School: Aug 8, 10am— 2pm, 91st/Brandon.

Citywide Parades and School Supply Events: Throughout August (various dates/locations; see council for details).

Closing - General expression of thanks to attendees and presenters for active participation and continued advocacy.




Discussions

Summary of discussions

Peacekeeper Presentation: Community Violence Intervention and Peacekeeper Programs

Speakers: Coach Gibson (Peacekeeper, community leader); Coach Clemens (Program director, God
Giving Others Dreams).

Scope of Work: Working in high-need neighborhoods (Merrill Park, Llewellyn Park, Trumbull Park,
Bensley Park, South Chicago, South Shore, Geoffrey Manor).

Roles: Patrolling from 4pm to 12am, Wednesday to Saturday in high-violence areas.

Mediating and preventing violence during peak hours.

Connection to Police: Minimal direct contact but attend 4th District information meetings; focus is more
on prevention and supplementing limited police presence.

Community Concerns: Crime affecting seniors around local stores (Jewels, Dollar Tree); need for
greater support around morning security not currently addressed by peacekeepers.

Planned Action: Next meeting, supervisors may introduce their work and objectives.

Strengthening Partnership Initiatives, and collaborative attempts to attend district police roll calls.
Discussion encouraged integrating peacekeeper efforts with police and aldermanic offices (though
formal coordination remains limited). Asked District Council to Assist with encouragement of formal
introductions with district police to better collaborate.

Local organizations (Lions of the Southeast, God Giving Others Dreams) promoted their own upcoming
back-to-school events (August 8, 10am— 2pm, 91st/Brandon and 8832 S. Commercial).

Human Trafficking: Community Education and Advocacy: Presentation: Willie Richardson Background:
Longtime Chicago resident, experience in multiple neighborhoods; higher education in
finance/economics; parent and grandparent—personal stake in public safety. Police Accountability
Legislation: Discussed “ Safety Act” (implemented January 1, 2023): Reforms on use of force, body
camera mandates (full compliance required by 2025), duty for police to intervene against excessive
force.

Human Trafficking Defined: Types: Sex trafficking, forced labor, and organ trafficking. Key Issues: Not
limited to what is traditionally considered prostitution. Vulnerable populations identified—primarily
women and youth, but men are also victimized (notably among unidentified deceased). Factors
contributing to vulnerability include drug addiction, lack of affordable housing (exacerbated by increased
rents and property taxes), family dysfunction/divorce, unemployment, loneliness among women
(manipulated via online ads).

Legislation: Senate Bill 24: Missing Persons Act: No waiting period to report missing persons, DNA from
relatives to aid searches, cases cannot be closed on unidentified persons until resolved.

Statistics: 563,389 persons reported missing in 2023 (57% white/Hispanic, 40% minority
populations).15,139 unidentified bodies; 74% are male.

Community Actions Proposed: Increase vigilance for vulnerable residents. Language shift:
understanding many involved in sex work are “ prostituted” rather than “ prostitutes." Foster
parenting and direct aid to at-risk youth.

Sharing missing people’ s info on social media. Financially support anti-trafficking organizations.
Organize to close/monitor unsafe abandoned buildings. Advocacy & Serial Killer Concerns in black and
brown communities going unnoticed.




Votes

Motion by Brenda Waters for July 30th meeting only to move Public Comments to end
of the meeting to allow presenters more time. Lovie seconded motioned.
Unanamously agreed upon.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 8/28/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Avalon park 1215 East 83rd Street

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:07 pm
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