City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 4/28/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: 26 East 127th street

MEETING START TIME: 6:04 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Robert McKay Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Community Engagement: Ponchita Moore Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Nominating Committee: Thomas McMahon Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Summary of public comments

Robert McKay spoke on Gun Buyback Program Concern: A gun turned in during a
buyback program ended up back on the street.

Details: Buyback was conducted at St. Savannah Church on 79th Street in the 6th
District.

Increased Traffic and Loitering on Brayton: Tony Grady

Issue: Increased traffic and loitering near Brayton, especially coming from the gas
station area.

Details:

Ring cam and alarms triggered frequently. Requests for more police patrols from 127th
until state.Commander Karla Johnson offered assistance and gave card to the resident
to get more information.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Minutes from March 24, 2025 meeting were reviewed and
approved by all prsent councilors.

District Council Member Updates

Summary of the monthly update from each member of the District Council

Robert McKay: Consent decree established in 2019 following the Laquan McDonald
shooting and a lawsuit by Attorney General Lisa Madigan. Conflicting reports on
compliance: one source indicates 5% compliance, another 85%.Efforts to develop a
curriculum for compliance. Focus on monitoring police misconduct and public
safety. Action Items: Establish regular meetings with district commanders.

Develop a newsletter to communicate with the community.

Attendee disagreed with Roberts understanding of District Council roles and powers.
attendee then pulled up Ordanace and read offcical Roles and Responsibilities of
District Councils:

Speaker: Lee Balecki:

Focus on building stronger connections between

police and the community.

Collaborate on community policing initiatives and

restorative justice programs.

Direct community members to appropriate agencies

like COPA or BIA for police misconduct issues.

Clarifications:

District councils are not focused on misconduct

directly but on fostering partnerships and addressing

public safety concerns




Discussions

Summary of discussions
Speaker: Commander Carla Johnson: As of April 27th

Murders: 10 this year (up 11% from last year’ s 9)

Sexual Assaults: Down 27%

Robberies: Down 34% (55 this year vs. 83 last year)

Aggravated Batteries: Down 34% (57 this year vs. 87 last

year)

Burglaries: Down 25% (61 this year vs. 81 last year)

Felony Thefts: Down from 170 to 143

Vehicle Hijackings: Down 64% (5 this year vs. 14 last

year)

Additional Insights: Collaboration with managers to encourage pressing charges. Emphasis on technology and
community reporting to deter crime.

5. Community Engagement and Outreach Initiatives:

Partnerships with Roseland Hospital, Metropolitan Family Services. Resource fairs and educational programs.
Development of business courses to address issues with

local businesses. Introduction of bike officers for increased community interaction.
School safety teams conducting premise checks and

meetings with principals. Outdoor roll calls during incidents to show police presence.
Aesthetic Improvements: Removal of abandoned vehicles and boarding up vacant
buildings. Efforts to reduce fly dumping and secure garages to

prevent stolen vehicles. Collaboration with CHA to secure vacant units in Argyll
Gardens.

Policy Discussions asked by Robert McKay Police Stop-Traffic Stop Policy:

Issue: Draft policy discussed but not yet implemented.

Response by Commander: Awaiting finalization before addressing it in the district.

Felony Review Bypass Pilot Program Presentation by States Attorney Representatives: Purpose: To expedite the
processing of low-level gun possession cases, allowing police to return to patrol duties more quickly. Process:
Cases must be on body-worn camera footage. Officers trained on specific low-level possession charges (e.g.,
aggravated unlawful possession). Cases reviewed by a watch operations lieutenant before bypassing felony review.
Final review by Assistant State's Attorneys (ASAs) during preliminary hearings. Current Status: Pilot implemented in
the 5th and 7th Districts. Over 1300 illegal firearms recovered from 2023 to 2024. Crime statistics showing
decreases in sexual assaults, robberies, aggravated batteries, burglaries, felony thefts, and vehicle hijackings.
Community Concerns: Perception of targeting marginalized communities. Lack of initial community involvement in
program rollout. Potential for increased policing in already over policed areas. Responses: Emphasis on training
and multiple layers of case review. Assurance that prosecutors remain involved in the charging process. Plans to
provide informational materials and hold additional town halls.

Public Concerns and Feedback: Issues Raised: Feeling of being targeted in marginalized communities. Lack of
awareness and opportunity to provide input before implementation. Desire for more comprehensive community
education on the program. Council Response: Acknowledgment of concerns. Commitment to providing
informational materials. Plans to involve community leaders in future discussions

Response - Will provide Community Outreach Coordinator Shaunta' Williams with literature on the felony review
bypass pilot program for community members in the form of a one-pager summarizing the program.

District Council Community Communication Enhancements: Improve email communication and resolve issues with
email sign-ins. Launch and actively manage Facebook page. Organize canvassing and door-knocking initiatives to
inform the community. Future Meetings and Presentations: Schedule follow-up town halls to present detailed
information on the pilot program. Invite community members to attend district council meetings. Arrange for
prosecutors to present and discuss the pilot program in future meetings. Collaborative Efforts: Work with community
leaders to address concerns about over-policing. Engage with the Cook County State's Attorney's Office to ensure
transparency and community involvement.




Votes

N/A

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 5/9/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): 830 west 119th Pullman Library

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:35 pm
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