City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: [ Regular = Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 8/21/2023

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: Discover Center 8560 South Cottage Grove Ave. 60619

MEETING START TIME: 6:07 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Eric Russell Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Aisha Humphries Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
David Boykin Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: O No: O

Public Comment

Public Comment 1: Resident Harriet Edmonds complained of loud music and large
gatherings in a parking lot on 75th and Rhodes every night between 10pm-2am. Also,
fights breaking out between people in these large gatherings and a bullet going
through her window resulting from fights at these gatherings. She has spoken with the
alderman and police about it with no positive outcome. She requested the help of the
006th Police District Council.

Public Comment 2: David Williams thanked District Council, police, and other
community leaders for helping 82nd and Calumet with their squatter issue.

DC Response, Public Comment 1: Aisha then addressed the parking lot issue and
stated they would look into the process for getting the city to put a gate around the city
owned lot to resolve the public safety issue. Resident Robert Toney asked if there
were laws being broken with the parking lot. Ms. Edmonds mentioned open alcohol
and there was also a question about a noise ordinance. Sgt. Seals: There is a noise
ordinance, from 10pm- 6am. Aisha stated that trespassing laws may also apply; the
Council will follow up and report back.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

006th Disctrict Councils special meeting began with Roll Call. In attendance were,
Eric Russell (Chair),

Aisha Humphries ( Nominating Committee),

David Boykin (Community Engagement).

David Boykin motioned for July 17th meeting minutes to be approved and Aisha
seconded the motion. Minutes were approved for 7/17/23.

District Council Member Updates

Eric Russell: Went to Burnside Elementary to speak with the staff, and also to welcome kids back to school. He
reported some public safety concerns by the staff for the children during outdoor recess (like kids having no onsite
playground and having to walk to Tuley park for recess) with all the surrounding gun violence. Also, some of the
buildings have serious rehabbing needs. Eric: residents often ask for resources and are told they're not available,
but resources are being made for other groups (mentioned immigrants). Question from audience: Has Burnside
addressed these issues with CPS / CPS security? Eric: Yes, but he wanted to help address. There are resources
needed and there are people (he mentioned the mayor) who are able to help. Resident: We can support or sign off
on a letter of support / requests, but we cannot be everything to everybody.

Eric also announced selection by the mayor of Larry Snelling as CPD superintendent.

Eric spoke on police corruption and racism within the police and unfair treatment of black and brown people.
Community resident Sandra Wortham asked for it to be put on notice that she didn't agree with Eric's comments
and doesn't feel it's fair to label all police officers as corrupt or racist, and the 006th Police district community is not
anti-police."We have to be very careful about language, especially for public record. Police department should not
be painted with broad brush".

Marcus Weston asked for more transparency with the process of how the police handle the community and
community crime with specific data. When the process is defined and transparent, it can reduce animosity.

David Boykin: spoke on the Rally held on FOP Arbitration vs. Police Board for misconduct cases. He explained the
recent ruling and why the community and all officials need to fight against this being passed. FOP is moving to not
have serious cases go before the Police Board, and instead go to arbitration, which is not public. City Council will
vote on September 13,2023.

Aisha Humphries: Provided an update on the nominating committee. CCPSA handouts were distributed to
attendees at the beginning of the meeting. She then went on to reiterate the commissioner selection and application
process. She provided a brief summary of the August 19th nominating committee meeting. Aisha then explained
how the commissioners pick the three superintendent candidates that are then sent over for the mayor for selection,
and how the commissioners select the head of COPA. She also explained CCPSA new staffing and introduced
CCPSA Area 2 community outreach coordinator Shaunta' Williams to the 006th police district community. Aisha
also explained that as a body they all are requesting more police presence and better response times, also working
on compiling a list of specific data questions for police to answer community questions and concerns.




Discussions

Guest Speaker

Eric Russell: introduced First Deputy Chief Administrator of COPA Ephraim Eaddy. Ephraim gave a presentation on the history of
COPA, policies, and procedures of COPA, and how to file a complaint with COPA. The presentation was followed by a Q&A and
discussion.

Comments and Q&A

Eli Washington (Chesterfield Community Council): In 100% support of officers in 006th District asked for clarification of statement
about COPA in schools

EE - COPA launched COPA People's Academy to train public on how COPA conducts investigations; have a version of the
training in schools as well, in place for six years.

EE - young people often take cues on how to interact with police from social media; want them to know proper procedure and also
know their rights

Brad Redrick (Grand Crossing): does COPA communicate about community incidents?
EE - only if it's related to police-involved incidents, will share any information that does not jeopardize investigations.

Eric Russell: Introduction of Tio Hardiman, antiviolence

Marcus Weston - what's process to get on advisory council?

EE in process of reviewing applications, notifications by 9/15/23

Looking for awareness of / involvement in law enforcement processes, civilian oversight, leadership in community

Phyllis Simpson - how do you recognize COPA on the scene of an incident? Are complainants required to sign an affidavit?
EE - investigators usually canvass immediately and try to wear COPA paraphernalia

Complainants are not required to sign affidavit

Sandra Wortham — how do you ensure due process if people aren’ t required to sign off?
EE - there has to be enough information to follow up and investigate CPD; not COPA’ s role to investigate complainant. If there
isn’ t enough information, then complaint is closed.

SW — important to hote complaints vs substantiations

EE — COPA puts information on website and releases to public, not CPD. CPD agrees with 70% of recommendations; less
disagreement than often portrayed.

Robert Toney — what communication occurs with complainant?

EE — One issue that has been improved following feedback; they now send letters. Requests can also be made to get camera
and other data.

Eric Russell: Opinion on FOP arbitration proposal?

EE — Explained which issues go to COPA and are referred to Police Board. Police Board provides transparency — Board
members are publicly known. Arbitrators do not have to be, and data does not have to be released. Gateway to trust is
transparency.

Aisha Humphries

Important that people making complaints are not the only ones communicating with COPA

Mack Thurman (COPA Legislative Affairs) is present at the meeting; Aisha reaching out to him and others to help with data.
Accountability is about effectiveness.

District Council is for wider 6th District issues; issues localized to the beat should be directed to CAPS facilitators.

Captain Deane and Sgt. Seals are available after meeting

Tio Hardiman — Violence Interrupters — introduced himself
Naroy Carter to CPD — Issues with migrants?
Captain Deane — No, no arrests made

Sgt Seals expressed to the community that you can also call COPA with compliments about your experiences with the police.
Less than 5% of COPA complaints are sustained.

Residents had concerns about crime being done by the immigrants in the community, and the response from CPD (Captain
Deane and Sgt. Seals of CAPS) was that no arrests have been made.

Announcements

Brad Redrick — Community Policing is correct language; CAPS is outdated.

Carl Lewis of Brown Park Advisory Council thanked Aisha for all she's doing in the community and announced that she was
named Chatham Person of the Year by the Brown Park Advisory Council. Aisha thanked Brown Park and the community for
working with the Council.

Eric Russell: Made motion to adjourn; David Boykin seconded. Meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm.




Votes

None

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 8/30/2023

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  TBA

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:32 pm
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Brad Redrick (Grand Crossing): does COPA communicate about community incidents? 
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EE - investigators usually canvass immediately and try to wear COPA paraphernalia

Complainants are not required to sign affidavit
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Robert Toney – what communication occurs with complainant? 

EE – One issue that has been improved following feedback; they now send letters. Requests can also be made to get camera and other data.



Eric Russell: Opinion on FOP arbitration proposal? 

EE – Explained which issues go to COPA and are referred to Police Board.  Police Board provides transparency – Board members are publicly known. Arbitrators do not have to be, and data does not have to be released.  Gateway to trust is transparency. 
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Important that people making complaints are not the only ones communicating with COPA

Mack Thurman (COPA Legislative Affairs) is present at the meeting; Aisha reaching out to him and others to help with data. Accountability is about effectiveness. 

District Council is for wider 6th District issues; issues localized to the beat should be directed to CAPS facilitators.  

Captain Deane and Sgt. Seals are available after meeting 



Tio Hardiman – Violence Interrupters – introduced himself

Naroy Carter to CPD – Issues with migrants? 

 Captain Deane – No, no arrests made 



Sgt Seals expressed to the community that you can also call COPA with compliments about your experiences with the police. Less than 5% of COPA complaints are sustained.  

Residents had concerns about crime being done by the immigrants in the community, and the response from CPD (Captain Deane and Sgt. Seals of CAPS) was that no arrests have been made. 
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Brad Redrick – Community Policing is correct language; CAPS is outdated. 

Carl Lewis of Brown Park Advisory Council thanked Aisha for all she's doing in the community and announced that she was named Chatham Person of the Year by the Brown Park Advisory Council. Aisha thanked Brown Park and the community for working with the Council. 

Eric Russell: Made motion to adjourn; David Boykin seconded. Meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm. 
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