City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 102025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: 3147 W. Douglas Blvd. (St. Agatha)

MEETING START TIME: 6:14 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Kiisha Smith Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Community Engagement: Rosemarie Dominguez Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Nominator Committee: Elianne Bahena Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: ® No: O

Public Comment

Community member 1;

Brother, 58 years old, shot 28 times by Chicago Police Department (CPD) members.
Concerns:

Excessive use of force (28 shots for disarming someone with a knife).

Lack of effective authority and accountability within the District Council.

Frustration over minimal changes since 1972 despite numerous lawsuits and settlements.
Call for reforms in police protocols and holding officers accountable as civilians.
Demands:

Immediate suspension of involved officers without pay during investigations.

Public disclosure of officers’ actions and charges.

Community member 2:

Affiliations: Chicago Alliance in Places of Political Oppression, Organization to End Slums
Concerns:

Lack of transparency and accountability from COPA regarding the shooting.

Inadequate mental health crisis response (only four care vans in Chicago).
Disproportionate police response leading to mistrust and fear in the community.

Systemic racism and cultural issues within the police force.

Demands:

Transfer of hate group investigations from BIA to COPA.

Systemic overhaul of police culture and accountability mechanisms.

Community member 3:

Profession: Cook County Public Defender

Personal Connection: Former client, Tim, who was involved in the shooting incident.
Concerns:

Discrepancies in body cam footage versus public statements.

Ineffectiveness of mental health crisis interventions by police.

Need for community mobilization and advocacy to enforce accountability.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Councilor Smith motioned to approve meeting minutes from October 10, 2025, it was
second by Councilor Dominguez.

District Council Member Updates

Filling the West Side attorney vacancy:
Candidates Nominated: Shay Allen and Gina Pimienti
Current Status: Awaiting response from Mayor’s office

COPA Update:
Investigation of the recent shooting started on January 6th.
Body cam footage to be released within 60 days unless restricted by court order.

Mental Health Crisis Responses:

Initiatives:

Grant Application: $30,000 grant to facilitate community discussions on CPD
expectations and alternative 911 responses.

Findings:

Inadequate number and availability of care vans for mental health crises.
Limited operational hours (Monday to Friday, 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM).

Need for 24/7 mental health support.

Upcoming Event:
Date: January 23
Location: Instituto on 25th and Western
Activities: Small round table discussions




Discussions

Key Issues:

Excessive Use of Force: Concerns over the number of shots fired in incidents involving
mental health crises.

Lack of Accountability: Frustration with COPA’s investigation timelines and
effectiveness.

Mental Health Crisis Response: Insufficient resources and support for mental health
emergencies.

Systemic Racism: Deep-rooted issues within the police force affecting Black and
Brown communities.

Contractual Obstacles: Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) contractual clauses hindering
accountability.

Action Items

Hold Police Accountable:

Charge involved officers and make their actions and charges public.
Ensure officers are suspended without pay during investigations.
Policy Reform:

Advocate for changes in police protocols regarding the use of force.

Push for the removal of anti-accountability measures in police contracts.
Transfer hate group investigations from BIA to COPA to ensure impartiality.
Community Engagement:

Increase attendance and participation in District Council meetings.

Mobilize community members for advocacy and protest actions.

Foster unity among Black and Brown communities to strengthen collective efforts.
Mental Health Support:

Expand the number of care vans to one per district for better coverage.
Advocate for 24/7 mental health crisis response services.




Votes

No votes.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE:  2/10/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): 3147 w. Douglas Bivd. (St. Agatha)

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:43 pm
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