City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 5/9/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: 3147 W. Douglas Blvd. (St. Agatha)

MEETING START TIME: 6:47 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Kiisha Smith Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Community Engagement: Rosemarie Dominguez Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Nominator Committee: Elianne Bahena Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: ® No: O

Public Comment

No comment.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Councilor Smith motioned to approve meeting minutes from May 9, 2025, it was
second by Councilor Dominguez.

District Council Member Updates

On April 16, 2025, Gina Piamante was approved as the new west side attorney, giving
the commission a full roster.

Proposed for June 5, 2025, 6:30—8:00pm at Instituto Latino.

Organizations involved: Coalition for Mental Health, Coalition for Saving Our Mental
Health Centers.

Event will provide updates on the new Southwest Side wellness center, funded by a
0.25 property tax increase approved by referendum.

Communities served: Tilson, McKinley Park, Bridgeport, Armor Square, and others on
the Southwest Side (e.g., Englewood, Auburn Gresham).

Plan to survey residents for service needs.




Discussions

Presenter: Representative from the 12th District Council.

Purpose of DSPs:

Annual plans for policing priorities: crime reduction strategies and community engagement.
Core goals: public safety, community trust, accountability, and resource allocation.
Required under both CPD policy and the federal consent decree (referenced as "020302").
DSPs History:

In use for five years.

Each district develops unique plans tailored to its specific issues.

Development Process

Community Engagement:

DSPs entail two rounds of community conversations:

Initial conversation for input on crime experience, ideas, and alternatives.
Follow-up conversation to reflect on a draft and provide feedback.

Role of District Advisory Committees:

Provide key feedback and approval before final plans are submitted.
Finalization:

Plans are reviewed by Office of Community Policing, then published online.

Challenges Raised

Loss of Records:

In past years, notes from community discussions were lost, obstructing follow-up and transparency.
Access/Engagement Issues:

Meetings perceived as insular, dominated by police officers’ acquaintances.

Use of jargon, not beginner-friendly.

12th District sessions held only in English, excluding substantial Ukrainian and Spanish-speaking populations.

DSPs Structure

**Problem-Solving/Crime Priorities

Examples include targeting open-air drug markets, gang activity, property crime.

Emphasized need for localized, district-specific focus.

Community Engagement Priorities

Emphasis on programs (CARES, CAPS, Youth Advisory Boards, Urban Warriors, etc).

Ensuring marginalized groups (LGBTQ, religious minorities, immigrants, homeless, disabled) are represented in engagement and planning.

Transparency and Accountability

Progress Reports:

CPD is supposed to publish quarterly progress updates; these are often late or not released, requiring DC and community advocacy.
Sometimes, release of progress reports is obstructed or requires a FOIA request.

Tracking and Shifting Priorities:

The effectiveness of DSPs is dependent on ongoing assessment and adjustment (e.g., crime trends changing seasonally).

Process Improvement

Community Input:

Outreach is often limited to postings in police stations and emails to CPD mailing lists, restricting access.

Current DSP documents are difficult to read due to technical language.

Measuring Progress:

Concern over alignment between stated goals (e.g., more alternatives to police enforcement) and actual actions taken.
Language Accessibility:

Ongoing efforts to translate plans and meeting announcements into multiple languages.

Citywide Coordination

District Councils (DCs)

Collecting data across the city.

Will receive toolkit in June for community conversations regarding DSPs.

DCs play a role in shaping ordinances to ensure DSPs are followed and properly evaluated.

DCs are supposed to support the process, facilitate community voice, and hold the department accountable.

Community Reflection Questions (shared by presenter)

What does effective community outreach look like?

How should DCs engage with the community on DSPs?

How can DSP documents be made more accessible?

What mechanisms should exist for police accountability and tracking progress?

Crime Statistics and Responses
North Lawndale (Year-to-Date 2025):
Homicides: 6

Shooting Incidents: 24

Shooting Victimizations: 25
Vehicle Hijackings: 6

Youth Homicides: 1

Youth Shooting Victimizations: 2
Village (Year-to-Date 2025):
Homicides: 2

Shooting Incidents: 8

Shooting Victimizations: 7
Vehicle Hijackings: 1

Youth Homicides: 1

Youth Shooting Victimizations: 2

Strategic Discussion

Ongoing conversation about how crime data aligns (or does not align) with community perception.

Proposal for a west side foot patrol pilot program to deploy 4-8 officers in “hot spot” areas.

Concerns raised about over-policing vs. addressing root causes such as drug treatment.

Noted that improved communication and collaboration between District Councils and commanders is underway, supported by meetings like the April 16 citywide DC/commander
meeting.




Votes

No votes.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE:  6/13/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): 3147 w. Douglas Bivd. (St. Agatha)

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:14 pm



	MEETING TYPE: On
	Regular: Off
	Special: Off
	MEETING DATE: 5/9/2025
	MEETING LOCATION  ADDRESS: 3147 W. Douglas Blvd. (St. Agatha)
	MEETING START TIME: 18:47
	Present: On
	Remote: Off
	Absent: Off
	Present_2: On
	Remote_2: Off
	Absent_2: Off
	Present_3: On
	Remote_3: Off
	Absent_3: Off
	Public Comment: No comment.
	District Council Member Updates: On April 16, 2025, Gina Piamante was approved as the new west side attorney, giving the commission a full roster.

Proposed for June 5, 2025, 6:30–8:00pm at Instituto Latino.
Organizations involved: Coalition for Mental Health, Coalition for Saving Our Mental Health Centers.
Event will provide updates on the new Southwest Side wellness center, funded by a 0.25 property tax increase approved by referendum.
Communities served: Tilson, McKinley Park, Bridgeport, Armor Square, and others on the Southwest Side (e.g., Englewood, Auburn Gresham).
Plan to survey residents for service needs.
	Discussions: Presenter: Representative from the 12th District Council.
Purpose of DSPs:
Annual plans for policing priorities: crime reduction strategies and community engagement.
Core goals: public safety, community trust, accountability, and resource allocation.
Required under both CPD policy and the federal consent decree (referenced as "020302").
DSPs History:
In use for five years.
Each district develops unique plans tailored to its specific issues.

Development Process
Community Engagement:
DSPs entail two rounds of community conversations:
Initial conversation for input on crime experience, ideas, and alternatives.
Follow-up conversation to reflect on a draft and provide feedback.
Role of District Advisory Committees:
Provide key feedback and approval before final plans are submitted.
Finalization:
Plans are reviewed by Office of Community Policing, then published online.

Challenges Raised
Loss of Records:
In past years, notes from community discussions were lost, obstructing follow-up and transparency.
Access/Engagement Issues:
Meetings perceived as insular, dominated by police officers’ acquaintances.
Use of jargon, not beginner-friendly.
12th District sessions held only in English, excluding substantial Ukrainian and Spanish-speaking populations.

DSPs Structure
**Problem-Solving/Crime Priorities
Examples include targeting open-air drug markets, gang activity, property crime.
Emphasized need for localized, district-specific focus.
Community Engagement Priorities
Emphasis on programs (CARES, CAPS, Youth Advisory Boards, Urban Warriors, etc).
Ensuring marginalized groups (LGBTQ, religious minorities, immigrants, homeless, disabled) are represented in engagement and planning.

Transparency and Accountability
Progress Reports:
CPD is supposed to publish quarterly progress updates; these are often late or not released, requiring DC and community advocacy.
Sometimes, release of progress reports is obstructed or requires a FOIA request.
Tracking and Shifting Priorities:
The effectiveness of DSPs is dependent on ongoing assessment and adjustment (e.g., crime trends changing seasonally).

Process Improvement
Community Input:
Outreach is often limited to postings in police stations and emails to CPD mailing lists, restricting access.
Current DSP documents are difficult to read due to technical language.
Measuring Progress:
Concern over alignment between stated goals (e.g., more alternatives to police enforcement) and actual actions taken.
Language Accessibility:
Ongoing efforts to translate plans and meeting announcements into multiple languages.

Citywide Coordination
District Councils (DCs)
Collecting data across the city.
Will receive toolkit in June for community conversations regarding DSPs.
DCs play a role in shaping ordinances to ensure DSPs are followed and properly evaluated.
DCs are supposed to support the process, facilitate community voice, and hold the department accountable.

Community Reflection Questions (shared by presenter)
What does effective community outreach look like?
How should DCs engage with the community on DSPs?
How can DSP documents be made more accessible?
What mechanisms should exist for police accountability and tracking progress?

Crime Statistics and Responses
North Lawndale (Year-to-Date 2025):
Homicides: 6
Shooting Incidents: 24
Shooting Victimizations: 25
Vehicle Hijackings: 6
Youth Homicides: 1
Youth Shooting Victimizations: 2
Village (Year-to-Date 2025):
Homicides: 2
Shooting Incidents: 8
Shooting Victimizations: 7
Vehicle Hijackings: 1
Youth Homicides: 1
Youth Shooting Victimizations: 2

Strategic Discussion
Ongoing conversation about how crime data aligns (or does not align) with community perception.
Proposal for a west side foot patrol pilot program to deploy 4–8 officers in “hot spot” areas.
Concerns raised about over-policing vs. addressing root causes such as drug treatment.
Noted that improved communication and collaboration between District Councils and commanders is underway, supported by meetings like the April 16 citywide DC/commander meeting.



	Votes: No votes.

	NEXT MEETING DATE: 6/13/2025
	NEXT MEETING LOCATION if available: 3147 W. Douglas Blvd. (St. Agatha)
	0##: 010
	DC Chair: Kiisha Smith
	DC Member 2: Community Engagement: Rosemarie Dominguez
	DC Member 3: Nominator Committee: Elianne Bahena
	Minutes approval: Councilor Smith motioned to approve meeting minutes from May 9, 2025, it was second by Councilor Dominguez.
	End time: 19:14
	Q-yes: On
	Q-no: Off


