City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: [ Regular = Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 882025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  Legler Library 115 S. Pulaski Rd
MEETING START TIME: 5:10 pm

Attendance & Quorum

OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.
District Council Member Name
Chair: Bryan Ramson Jr.

Nominating Committee: Jocelyn Woodards

Attendance
Present: m Remote: 1 Absent: O

Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Community Engagement: Alees Edwards Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O
Public Comment

No comments.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Meeting minutes tabled until public meeting on 8/21/2025.

District Council Member Updates

No updates.




Discussions

Historical context provided: schedule for 2025 voted in November 2024, with meetings set on
Wednesdays.

Councilor Edwards had missed the last four meetings of 2024; attendance dispute centered on whether
rescheduling was done with her input.

Councilor Edwards clarified that the meetings were rescheduled away from the agreed “second
Wednesday,” leading to unavoidable conflicts. Emphasized need for accurate record of events,
including her attempts to communicate and participate.

Staff (Charlie, Isaiah, Charles Wright) acknowledged history of miscommunication and insufficient staff
support regarding calendar management.

Promised increased staff involvement and procedural improvements, including clearer process for
calendaring, better accountability for unexcused absences, and rapid conflict resolution in scheduling.

Members discussed repeated tensions and their negative effect on public perception and meeting
attendance.

Observed that animosity at a prior meeting (August 2024) led to significant drop in community
attendance.

Members repeatedly emphasized the need to “focus on the work” and present a united front to serve
the community and reduce violence and crime.

Multiple rounds of discussion regarding preferred meeting days:

Wednesdays and Tuesdays posed recurring conflicts for at least one member.

Discussion explored all weekdays; Fridays and Mondays deemed unsuitable for public accessibility.
Eventually, Thursdays were identified as a possible solution, with further examination of monthly
schedule conflicts for each member.

Agreement: First Thursday of the month to be the primary regular meeting date, with the Third
Thursday as a backup, for the remainder of 2025.

Specific dates identified:

August 21, 2025 (due to late decision and existing notice concerns)

September 4, 2025

October 2, 2025

November 6, 2025

December 4, 2025

Noted potential holiday conflicts for November and December; no backup dates set for those months.
Commitment to revisit and vote on the 2026 meeting calendar later in the year (November/December
2025).

Discussion around past instances where meetings were rescheduled with insufficient notice or input.
Staff shared relevant bylaw amendments (Article 3, Section F) aimed at formalizing notice, reducing
unilateral changes, and clarifying members’ attendance expectations.

Assurance of staff's commitment to transparent, inclusive communication going forward.

Explicit mention that new bylaws would clarify decorum expectations and processes for censuring
members with repeated, unexplained absences.

Acknowledgment that the bylaw proposing censure for unexcused absences is to be voted on
separately or at a later time. Members agreed that bylaw changes would require all members to be
notified and consulted before rescheduling any meetings. Motion to adopt the bylaws as amended by
staff (Charlie, Charles Wright).

Passed unanimously.




Votes

2025 Meeting Schedule: First Thursday each month as primary date; third Thursday as
backup. (Specific 2025 dates: August 21, September 4, October 2, November 6,
December 4.)

Adoption of Amended Bylaws: Passed unanimously.

Tabling of Previous Minutes: Approval tabled until the next regular meeting.

Tabling of Further Resolutions and Bylaw Amendments: Additional votes tabled for

future sessions.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 8/21/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Legler Library

District Council ended the meeting at: 5:59 pm
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