City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 5/24/2023

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: Legler Library, 115 South Pulaski

MEETING START TIME: 6:00

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Dr. Bryan Ramson Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Alees Edwards Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Jocelyn Woodards Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

I. Chair called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm--
II. Roll Call--Member Edwards present, Member Ramson present, Member Woodards present=Quorum

41 people signed the sign-in sheet
011th CPD Commander Davina Ward, Alderman Jason Ervin and CCPSA member Remmell Terry were
also in attendance.

Summary of Public Comments--Approximately 12 residents of the 011th District gave public comments.
Many of the comments were in response to the most recent shooting near Legler Library (May 16, 2023)

Community members expressed fear and anger about the lack of police response/or police presence-
"so many shootings." "Nothing is being done." We need police to get out of their cars and walk the beat
instead of being in the cars. Are we prepared to get the Mayor out here and tell him he has to change
the way things are. What are we prepared to do to make things better."

Some seniors and long-term residents expressed fears about their safety while performing routine tasks
such as emptying their garbage! Comments also included concerns about open-air drug markets and
other open-air vice markets such as street level prostitution.

"We have to hold our elected officials to a better standard. This is an elected officials problem. | get out
and talk to the officers--they want to go home every night--they don't deserve to get shot at--our
Alderman have to step up to the plate-we asked our Alderman to put cameras up--this is an Alderman
problem--a State Rep problem-drug dealers are taking over your neighborhood and you're losing your
property."




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

What to type:
1. Date of meeting minutes-May 24, 2023
2. Summary of any corrections to the minutes--NA

District Council Member Updates

This was the first regular monthly public meeting of the 011th District Police Council.
The goal of the meeting is to explain what the District Councils are and how the District
Councils are supposed to function. The second goal was to introduce the newly
elected District Council members, explain the roles and responsibilities of each
member--conduct a vote on the roles/responsibilities of each member and identify
community concerns within 011th District CPD.

No specific reports from each position since this was the first meeting. All DCs have
been meeting with elected officials, community groups and community leaders from
the 011th District as well as meeting with CPD leadership to introduce ourselves and
develop working relationships within the 011th District.

Summary of Community Engagement Updates

Edwards made a motion to table the voting of the bylaws until the DC members
received mediation. Edwards ultimately voted nay because a spokesperson is not
needed as message discipline can be accomplished with coaching/training, and script
writing.




Discussions

Summary of discussions--there were discussions and some confusion about what the
purpose of the meeting was. Community members did not understand the why votes
on roles/bylaws and group agreements were held. They wanted to spend the bulk of
the meeting discussing the recent shootings and airing concerns about police
response to public safety issues in the 011th District. Some community members were
concerned that this looked like a power struggle between district council members
versus a community meeting. Multiple people were concerned that the district council
members weren't able to address their own problems amongst each other.

Other meeting participants in attendance expressed confusion as to the purpose and
structure of the District Councils. Commander Davina Ward, Ald. Jason Ervin and
CCPSA member Remell Terry tried to help explain the role of the District Councils and
what we were elected to do.

Media representatives were invited to attend this first meeting by Member Edwards (at
the press conference held at Legler Library in response to the recent shooting).

https://www.austinweeklynews.com/2023/05/27/amid-confusion-and-tension-11th-polic
e-district-council-hosts-first-public-meeting/

https://www.austinweeklynews.com/2023/06/20/tensions-continue-on-11th-police-distri
ct-council/

https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/west-garfield-park-gun-violence/




Votes

Summary of votes taken. For each vote, type in the following information:

1. Motion to decide on positions (3 positions/3 votes)

2. Member making the motion--moved by member Woodards, seconded by Member Ramson
Motioned to nominate Dr. Bryan Ramson for Chair,
Alees Edwards for Community Engagement Coordinator and
Jocelyn Woodards for Nominating Committee

3. Summary of any debate or discussion--Alees Edwards raised objections to the way Member Ramson and
Member Woodards were elected to the District Councils and objected to the expansion of the role of the 011th
district chairperson in the updated bylaws (v3 adopted 5/24/23). Member Edwards then engaged the community
members present to challenge the other District Councils members legitimacy and purpose. Member Edwards also
addressed her concerns with Ald. Ervin regarding the way the other 2 DCs were able to gain access to the ballot
without having to pass petitions themselves or knock on doors. Member Edwards said "I'm sorry to disagree with
you sir" but they (Member Ramson and Member Woodards) didn't work as hard as | did to get on the ballot and get
elected to the District Council."

4. How each member voted--for Chair Bryan Ramson, PHD
Member Edwards--NO/ABSTAIN
Member Ramson--YES
Member Woodards-YES

5. Result of the vote--MOTION PASSED

For Community Engagement Coordinator Alees Edwards
Member Edwards--YES
Member Ramson--YES
Member Woodards-YES
Result of the vote--MOTION PASSED

For Nominating Committee Member Jocelyn Woodards
Member Edwards-NO/ABSTAIN
Member Ramson-YES
Member Woodards-YES
Result of the vote-MOTION PASSED

6. Motion to approve the bylaws v3 --Moved by Member Woodards, seconded by Member Ramson
Member Edwards--NO/ABSTAIN

Member Ramson--YES

Member Woodards-YES

7. Result of the vote--MOTION PASSED

8.Motion to approve group agreements--Moved by Member Woodards, seconded by Member Ramson
Member Edwards-NO/ABSTAIN

Member Ramson--YES

Member Woodards-YES

9. MOTION PASSED

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE:  5/24/2023

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Legler Library

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:02 pm



	MEETING TYPE: On
	Regular: Off
	Special: Off
	MEETING DATE: 5/24/2023
	MEETING LOCATION  ADDRESS: Legler Library, 115 South Pulaski 
	MEETING START TIME: 6:00
	Present: On
	Remote: Off
	Absent: Off
	Present_2: On
	Remote_2: Off
	Absent_2: Off
	Present_3: On
	Remote_3: Off
	Absent_3: Off
	Public Comment: I.  Chair called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm--

II. Roll Call--Member Edwards present, Member Ramson present, Member Woodards present=Quorum



41 people signed the sign-in sheet
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1. Motion to decide on positions (3 positions/3 votes)

2. Member making the motion--moved by member Woodards, seconded by Member Ramson

    Motioned to nominate Dr. Bryan Ramson for Chair,

    Alees Edwards for Community  Engagement Coordinator and 

    Jocelyn Woodards for Nominating Committee



3. Summary of any debate or discussion--Alees Edwards raised objections to the way Member Ramson and Member Woodards were elected to the District Councils and objected to the expansion of the role of the 011th district chairperson in the updated bylaws (v3 adopted 5/24/23).  Member Edwards then engaged the community members present to challenge the other District Councils members legitimacy and purpose.  Member Edwards also addressed her concerns with Ald. Ervin regarding  the way the other 2 DCs were able to gain access to the ballot without having to pass petitions themselves or knock on doors.  Member Edwards said "I'm sorry to disagree with you sir" but they (Member Ramson and Member Woodards) didn't work as hard as I did to get on the ballot and get elected to the District Council."



4. How each member voted--for Chair Bryan Ramson, PHD

         Member Edwards--NO/ABSTAIN

         Member Ramson--YES

         Member Woodards-YES

5. Result of the vote--MOTION PASSED



   For Community Engagement Coordinator Alees Edwards

Member Edwards--YES

Member Ramson--YES

Member Woodards-YES

Result of the vote--MOTION PASSED



   For Nominating Committee Member Jocelyn Woodards

Member Edwards-NO/ABSTAIN

Member Ramson-YES

Member Woodards-YES

Result of the vote-MOTION PASSED 



6.  Motion to approve the bylaws v3 --Moved by Member Woodards, seconded by Member Ramson

    Member Edwards--NO/ABSTAIN

Member Ramson--YES

Member Woodards-YES

7.  Result of the vote--MOTION PASSED



8.Motion to approve group agreements--Moved by Member Woodards, seconded by Member Ramson 

   Member Edwards-NO/ABSTAIN

Member Ramson--YES

Member Woodards-YES

9. MOTION PASSED
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