City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 10/5/2024

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: 1605w Troy

MEETING START TIME: 3:10 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Chris Laurent Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nominator: Ashley Vargas Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Community Engagement: Vacant Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Summary of public comments

Fayani: in support of amended bylaws to put note takng in the hands of CCPSA. Chair sometimes omits things, sometimes records things in
a way that casts doubt or limits what is said. Accurate minutes for each meeting is crucial and important.

Adam: Public Safety Committee in 14th District. Robberies are down 36% recently in past month - still up from where we were 3 years ago,
thefts up 99% and shootings up 57% in past 3 years. Committee expanding outreach to chambers of commerce, other elected officials and
community orgs. Full transcript of video is available on line, DCs also vote to approve minutes, bylaw change feels bureaucratic.

Neighbor: Does turning over note taking to staff make chair's job is easier?
Councilor Laurent: It's Chair's responsibility to produce the minutes, staff here for support and assistance though.

Neighbor: FB audio from videos can be run through transcription

Lee Bielecki: DC in 022 here bc interested in OIG's presentation. As elected official, it's our job to provide minutes. The video recordings are
fully on FB. Having staff do it takes away responsibility from elected DC. CCPSA has plenty of things to do.

Neighbor: | don't have Facebook so it's a barrier for those who don't have Facebook. Would like to see recordings posted on a government
website or any website that does require logging in to create a profile.

Sally Haman: On the question of minutes - would like to see draft versions of minutes in advance of the meetings, Could Councilor Laurent
send past minutes draft when emails go out to constituents? Would like to be able to suggest to councilors if needed. Sgt. Nowacki in 014
accused of being an Oath Keeper. Investigation was white washed and he was cleared. Submitted a COPA complaint and was referred to
Bureau of Internal Affairs. Received letter from BIA naming that investigation into this officer will not be done. Still has major concerns about
an Oath Keeper serving in 14th District.

Justin Tucker: Lived in 014 for a quarter of his life. Thought email question was answered last month. On the bylaws, things are approved
and voted so it feels peculiar to vote on an amendment about bylaws. Often needs more time. Waiting for response from Councilor Orlikoff
about abusive behaviors named in a Southside Weekly article written by Jim Daly. Requesting simple transparency. Is the 14th District
related to United Neighbors of 35th Ward, are the inter-related with 1st Ward United? If so , when was that decided? How does council
decide which groups to associate with outside of meetings? When can answers and transparency be expected? When will we be receiving
an apology from Councilor Orlikoff for his behavior? Constituents deserve transparency from this council as well as CPD.

Nicholas Hernandez : Not aware about the Oath Keeper in 014. Hopes appropriate steps are taken.If staff has capacity to take notes - why
not? Can this be a share responsibility? White shirt sergeant cursed at migrants waiting at the bus. | want to trust the police and | can't when
| see them treating the meekest among us poorly. Looking forward to CARE team assisting neighbors in Humboldt Park. Lots of folks have
mental health breakdowns. Has neighbors and family that are concerned about making calls to police. Concerns and fears about policing
shotting first and asking questions later. Would like neighbors in park protected from col weather. Would like to see police serving food -
they have a large budget.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

What to type:

1. Date of meeting minutes: September 7

2. Summary of any corrections to the minutes: Councilor Laurent noticed some typos and name misspellings
that need corrections. Councilor Orlikoff would like to see more details in the Councilor update section. Some
additional corrections w/ CPD staff named in minutes,additional corrections made clarifying names and roles.
Other corrections include: adding signing onto amicus brief against private arbitration

3. DC Member that made the motion to approve: Councilor Orlikoff makes motion to pass w/ edits

4. Summary of any debate: No debate

5. Who voted yes, who voted no: All Councilors voted yes.

6. Result of the vote: September 7 minutes passed w/ amendments with affirmative votes from Councilors
Laurent, Vargas and Orlikoff

District Council Member Updates

Councilor Orlikoff

Excited to have OIG office Tobara Richardson.

CCPSA is reviewing and making recommendations to CPD about CPD's annual Please compltet one question survey to provide input to CCPSA.
Policing priorities survey and annual calendar are also available

Additional links on CCPSA GO1-11 about CCPSA DC relationship w/ District. Sets procredures and processes in place for working w/ District
leadership. Some concerning things still left out - would like to meet w/ Commander and not CAPS sergeant. Also a survey for community member to
identify qualities of a police board member. Shared info about the OIG report that tackle's systemic issues w/ policing.

Councilor Vargas

CCPSA is a two body system, a hyper local body, us a 014 District Council and seven person city wide Commission. For months Nominating
Committee pushed for the finalization of 7th Commission candidate, Angel Rubi Navarijo. His appointment and happened two weeks ago in
September. Commissioner Kelly Presley is leaving, Nominating Committee launching a search to find replacement and specifically needs a west side
attorney. Nominators launched process to find replacement - 3 month timeline for this process.

Attended a CCPSA meeting in Hyde Park. Panelists Live Free lllinois is pushing for a permanent city department focused on ending gun violence.
Meeting also included community violence interruption panelists sharing their experiences working to end gun violence.

The 1 Billion dollar deficit is concerning and that deficit affects public safety in a number of ways. Urged constituents to join workshop on Wednesday
hosted by Grassroots lllinois. The billion dollar deficit affects resources dedicated to safety housing, safe streets, lights on the poles, even filling
potholes.

Councilor Laurent
Community conversation for neighbors to work on 14th District strategic plan for 2025 - meeting is on 10/15, at VFW Post and 2nd meeting is on 11/4,
2056 W Division see flyer w/ gr code for more details and to register.

How does the strategic plan relate to the 014 DC meetings here?
It's more inner workings of the police, hosted by CPD, happens in every district, meant to be focused on each district's work - not just CAPS. Each
district has their own meetings on strategic plan for upcoming year.

Attended Quarterly Planning meeting and heard a number of proposals and will be seeking constituent input on the proposals to understand how to
vote on them in November - named a few: Community mediation, improving clearance rates, psychological evaluations for officers, adding alternate
response to crisises

Meeting w/ Commander Linas. Asked about the art studio space and learned there were many calls to service to the art center. There were neighbor
complaints. Calls to service for noise etc is different than harassment that may have been heard by others. There were calls to service and they do
want to make sure calls were above board. Cmdr Linas also shared resources from Councilor Laurent to share with business owners so they can get
in compliance.

Councilor Vargas: Also met w/ Cmdr Liinas who was more reserved w/ Councilor Vargas. Suggested to be critical of Cmdr. Linas because of BIA
investigations happening. Need to push for more transparency and morality

Councilor Orlikoff: Is a YouTube account more accessible for viewing the video recordings?
Constituent said yes because it is not gated content. Another constituent suggested Vimeo as well.




Discussions

Summary of discussions
Tobara Richardson Deputy Inspector General for Public Safety

OIG website page summarizing work of OIG

tips:/figchicago.org/about-oig/
ission: i i investigations and audits and provides dashboards

OIG Witzenburg was appointed by Mayor in 2022 and approved by City Council, cannot be removed for any reason,
needs to be removed for cause. OIG is self directed and makes own decisions about what to investigate

Shared the public safety dashboards available:
https://igchicago.org/information-portal/public-safety/

Q&A
What makes up a conflict of interest?
Looked at on a case by case basis, could happen during intake.

hat part of OIG handles complaints of CCPSA or an elected official?
Ml complaints are filtered through intake unif which is part of legal section. Complaints are delegated to an OIG
Section, after sent to section, sent to Investigation units that are comprised of staff across each of the OIG sections.

How do you file a complaint?
By email, website form, call in, mail us, visit us at office and we also do outreach all year and can provide intake at any
event we are at.

How can BIA investigate BIA? Is this not a conflict of interest?

Would you support an ordinance change to be more collaborative?

OIG always open to how our work can be improved.

There is a confidential section within BIA that is walled off and individuals recuse themselves as a needed on a case
by case basis. Within the OIG's office, there is a staffer that handles complaints about OIG or OIG staff, walled off
though.

When BIA does accepts OIG recommendations, what happens?
An additional advisory was released and another recommendation was sent to the Mayor.

Does Cmdr Linas have any discretion in accepting officers assigned to her district?
That's under CPD's purview. Officers can bid to come to other districts. Bidding for other districts is based on seniority
according to union contracts. Officers are often detailed to other districts too.

Is there a need for the general order CCPSA worked on to change or be re-evaluated? Or is there a need to change
BIA's jurisdiction? Or something else?

The general order was typically used for street organizations and now It's been expanded to include bias
organizations.

Police Accountability
Based on last presenter last month, police decertification complain can be filed w/ Illinois board. A sustained BIA
complaint is not needed.

Restorative Justice

Councilor Orlikoff will look into whether CARE program will be instituted in the 014 District and particularly in Humboldt
Park part of 014.

A fellow councilor has brought up CARES program and it's part of what all the DCs are considering movong forward,
see Councilor Laurent for more info.

Free restorative justice training at BUILD - see Councilor Orlikoff for more info.

Community Safety
Offer of narcan training for constituents - see Councilor Laurent for more info



https://igchicago.org/about-oig/
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/ccpsa/district-council-agendas/dc-014/reports-resources-and-updates/OIG-District-Council-Presentation-014-2024-10-5.pdf

Votes

Summary of votes taken. For each vote, type in the following information:

1. Description of the motion (e.g. “Motion to decide on positions”)

2. Member making the motion (e.g. “Moved by Member A”)

3. Summary of any debate or discussion

4. How each member voted (e.g. “Yes votes — Members A, B; No votes — Member C”)
5. Result of the vote (wins or fails)

No additional votes taken

Councilor Vargas read amendment suggested.

Councilor Orlikoff suggested minutes can be taken from FB recording or audio recordings
and suggested language change naming that viewing or listening to those video and audio
recordings to get minutes is also acceptable.

Councilor Laurent suggests removing word "personal” from one of the lines, feels like that
amendment is re-inventing an un-broken wheel.

Councilor Vargas explains why amendment change is necessary.

Councilor Laurent says public comment is verbatim, after that, discussions and updates
points are summarized per Robert's Rules of Order rather than verbatim

Councilor Vargas named that 3 public comments have been left out in the past which is
cause for these suggested amendment bylaws.

Councilor Laurent concerned about compliance of submitting minutes and has stepped up
to do that, gave reminder that a volunteer can also take minutes, feels unneccessary, can
always ask a volunteer

Councilor Orlikoff acknowledges the work Councilor Laurent has done taking minutes,
names the hope of seeing more substance in the minutes.

Councilor Laurent does not want to make a mandate of staff to always take minutes and
make staff work harder

Councilor Vargas CCPSA staff has said there is staff available

Councilor Orlikoff named issue of not having a dedicated community outreach coordinator

Motions to vote on bylaws change - proposing that CCPSA staff take meeting minutes
Councilor Vargas motions, Councilor Orlikoff seconds,

It passes w/ Councilors Vargas and Orlikoff voting yes to accept the proposed bylaws

change with the addition of "or a suitable recording”. Councilor Laurent abstained from
voting.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE:  11/2/2024

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Humboldt Park Library, 1604 W. Troy

District Council ended the meeting at: 2:54 pm


https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/ccpsa/district-council-agendas/dc-014/bylaws/Bylaws--014--2024--10--05.pdf
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Fayani: in support of amended bylaws to put note takng in the hands of CCPSA. Chair sometimes omits things, sometimes records things in a way that casts doubt or limits what is said. Accurate minutes for each meeting is crucial and important.

Adam: Public Safety Committee in 14th District. Robberies are down 36% recently in past month - still up from where we were 3 years ago, thefts up 99% and shootings up 57% in past 3 years.  Committee expanding outreach to chambers of commerce, other elected officials and community orgs. Full transcript of video is available on line, DCs also vote to approve minutes, bylaw change feels bureaucratic.

Neighbor: Does turning over note taking to staff make chair's job is easier? 
Councilor Laurent: It's Chair's responsibility to produce the minutes, staff here for support and assistance though.

Neighbor: FB audio from videos can be run through transcription

Lee Bielecki: DC in 022 here bc interested in OIG's presentation. As elected official, it's our job to provide minutes. The video recordings are fully on FB. Having staff do it takes away responsibility from elected DC. CCPSA has plenty of things to do.

Neighbor: I don't have Facebook so it's a barrier for those who don't have Facebook. Would like to see recordings posted on a government website or any website that does require logging in to create a profile.

Sally Haman: On the question of minutes - would like to see draft versions of minutes in advance of the meetings, Could Councilor Laurent send past minutes draft when emails go out to constituents? Would like to be able to suggest to councilors if needed. Sgt. Nowacki in 014 accused of being an Oath Keeper. Investigation was white washed and he was cleared. Submitted a COPA complaint and was referred to Bureau of Internal Affairs. Received letter from BIA naming that investigation into this officer will not be done. Still has major concerns about an Oath Keeper serving in 14th District.

Justin Tucker: Lived in 014 for a quarter of his life. Thought email question was answered last month. On the bylaws, things are approved and voted so it feels peculiar to vote on an amendment about bylaws. Often needs more time. Waiting for response from Councilor Orlikoff about abusive behaviors named in a Southside Weekly article written by Jim Daly. Requesting simple transparency. Is the 14th District related to United Neighbors of 35th Ward, are the inter-related with  1st Ward United? If so , when was that decided? How does council decide which groups to associate with outside of meetings? When can answers and transparency be expected?  When will we be receiving an apology from Councilor Orlikoff for his behavior? Constituents deserve transparency from this council as well as CPD.

Nicholas Hernandez : Not aware about the Oath Keeper in 014. Hopes appropriate steps are taken.If staff has capacity to take notes - why not? Can this be a share responsibility? White shirt sergeant cursed at migrants waiting at the bus. I want to trust the police and I can't when I see them treating the meekest among us poorly. Looking forward to CARE team assisting neighbors in Humboldt Park. Lots of folks have mental health breakdowns. Has  neighbors and family that are concerned about making calls to police. Concerns and fears about policing shotting first and asking questions later. Would like neighbors in park protected from col weather. Would like to see police serving food - they have a large budget.

	District Council Member Updates: Councilor Orlikoff
Excited to have OIG office Tobara Richardson.
CCPSA is reviewing and making recommendations to CPD about CPD's annual  Please compltet one question survey to provide input to CCPSA. 
Policing priorities survey and annual calendar are also available
Additional links on CCPSA GO1-11 about CCPSA DC relationship w/ District. Sets procredures and processes in place for working w/ District leadership. Some concerning things still left out - would like to meet w/ Commander and not CAPS sergeant. Also a survey for community member to identify qualities of a police board member. Shared info about the OIG report that tackle's systemic issues w/ policing.


Councilor Vargas
CCPSA is a two body system, a hyper local body, us a 014 District Council and seven person city wide Commission. For months Nominating Committee pushed for the finalization of 7th Commission candidate, Angel Rubi Navarijo. His appointment and  happened two weeks ago in September. Commissioner Kelly Presley is leaving, Nominating Committee launching a search to find replacement and specifically needs a west side attorney. Nominators launched process to find replacement - 3 month timeline for this process.
Attended a CCPSA meeting in Hyde Park. Panelists Live Free Illinois is pushing for a permanent city department focused on ending gun violence. Meeting also included community violence interruption panelists sharing their experiences working to end gun violence.
The 1 Billion dollar deficit is concerning and that deficit affects public safety in a number of ways. Urged constituents to join workshop on Wednesday hosted by Grassroots Illinois. The billion dollar deficit affects resources dedicated to safety housing, safe streets, lights on the poles, even filling potholes.

Councilor Laurent
Community conversation for neighbors to work on 14th District strategic plan for 2025 - meeting is on 10/15, at VFW Post  and 2nd meeting is on 11/4, 2056 W Division see flyer w/ qr code for more details and to register.

How does the strategic plan relate to the 014 DC meetings here? 
It's more inner workings of the police, hosted by CPD, happens in every district, meant to be focused on each district's work - not just CAPS. Each district has their own meetings on strategic plan for upcoming year.

Attended Quarterly Planning meeting and heard a number of proposals and will be seeking constituent input on the proposals to understand how to vote on them in November - named a few: Community mediation, improving clearance rates, psychological evaluations for officers, adding alternate response to crisises 

Meeting w/ Commander Linas. Asked about the art studio space and learned there were many calls to service to the art center.  There were neighbor complaints. Calls to service for noise etc is different than harassment that may have been heard by others. There were calls to service and they do want to make sure calls were above board. Cmdr Linas also shared resources from Councilor Laurent to share with business owners so they can get in compliance.

Councilor Vargas: Also met w/ Cmdr Liinas who was more reserved w/ Councilor Vargas. Suggested to be critical of Cmdr. Linas because of BIA investigations happening. Need to push for more transparency and morality

Councilor Orlikoff: Is a YouTube account more accessible for viewing the video recordings?
Constituent said yes because it is not gated content. Another constituent suggested Vimeo as well.


	Discussions: Summary of discussions
Tobara Richardson Deputy Inspector General for Public Safety

OIG website page summarizing work of OIG
https://igchicago.org/about-oig/
Shared mission: a non partisan oversight agency that conducts investigations and audits and provides dashboards 
OIG Witzenburg was appointed by Mayor in 2022 and approved by City Council, cannot be removed for any reason, needs to be removed for cause. OIG is self directed and makes own decisions about what to investigate

Shared the public safety dashboards available:
https://igchicago.org/information-portal/public-safety/

Please see full slide deck here:

Q&A
What makes up a conflict of interest?
Looked at on a case by case basis, could happen during intake.

What part of OIG handles complaints of CCPSA or an elected official?
All complaints are filtered through intake unit which is part of legal section. Complaints are delegated to an OIG section, after sent to section, sent to investigation units that are comprised of staff across each of the OIG sections.

How do you file a complaint?
By email, website form, call in, mail us, visit us at office and we also do outreach all year and can provide intake at any event we are at.

How can BIA investigate BIA? Is this not a conflict of interest? 
Would you support an ordinance change to be more collaborative?
OIG always open to how our work can be improved.
There is a confidential section within BIA that is walled off and individuals recuse themselves as a needed on a case by case basis. Within the OIG's office, there is a staffer that handles complaints about OIG or OIG staff, walled off though.

When BIA does accepts OIG recommendations, what happens?
An additional advisory was released and another recommendation was sent to the Mayor.

Does Cmdr Linas have any discretion in accepting officers assigned to her district?
That's under CPD's purview. Officers can bid to come to other districts. Bidding for other districts is based on seniority according to union contracts. Officers are often detailed to other districts too.

Is there a need for the general order CCPSA worked on to change or be re-evaluated? Or is there a need to change BIA's jurisdiction? Or something else?
The general order was typically used for street organizations and now It's been expanded to include bias organizations. 

Police Accountability
Based on last presenter last month, police decertification complain can be filed w/ Illinois board. A sustained BIA complaint is not needed.

Restorative Justice
Councilor Orlikoff will look into whether CARE program will be instituted in the 014 District and particularly in Humboldt Park part of 014. 
A fellow councilor has brought up CARES program and it's part of what all the DCs are considering movong forward, see Councilor Laurent for more info.
Free restorative justice training at BUILD - see Councilor Orlikoff for more info.

Community Safety
Offer of narcan training for constituents - see Councilor Laurent for more info
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Councilor Vargas read amendment suggested.
Councilor Orlikoff suggested minutes can be taken from FB recording or audio recordings and suggested language change naming that viewing or listening to those video and audio recordings to get minutes is also acceptable.
Councilor Laurent suggests removing word "personal" from one of the lines, feels like that amendment is re-inventing an un-broken wheel.
Councilor Vargas explains why amendment change is necessary.
Councilor Laurent says public comment is verbatim, after that, discussions and updates points are summarized per Robert's Rules of Order rather than verbatim 
Councilor Vargas named that 3 public comments have been left out in the past which is cause for these suggested amendment bylaws. 
Councilor Laurent concerned about compliance of submitting minutes and has stepped up to do that, gave reminder that a volunteer can also take minutes, feels unneccessary, can always ask a volunteer
Councilor Orlikoff acknowledges the work Councilor Laurent has done taking minutes, names the hope of seeing more substance in the minutes.
Councilor Laurent does not want to make a mandate of staff to always take minutes and make staff work harder
Councilor Vargas CCPSA staff has said there is staff available
Councilor Orlikoff named issue of not having a dedicated community outreach coordinator

Motions to vote on bylaws change - proposing that CCPSA staff take meeting minutes
Councilor Vargas motions, Councilor Orlikoff seconds,
It passes w/ Councilors Vargas and Orlikoff voting yes to accept the proposed bylaws change with the addition of "or a suitable recording". Councilor Laurent abstained from voting.
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	End time: 2:54pm
	Q-yes: On
	Q-no: Off


