City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: December 2, 2023

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  cChicago Public Library 1605 N Troy St

MEETING START TIME: 1:10PM

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Chris Laurent Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Ashley Vargas Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
David Orlikoff Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Concerned Neighbor: Asked for clarity on the Police District Council and the purpose
of these meetings.

Olan: Assisted the councilors on providing an explanation of the creation of the
CCPSA.

Concerned Neighbor: Commented on promoting a demonstration at city hall in regards
to the arbitration decision by city council.

Concerned Neighbor: Asked for clarity on the arbitration issue.

Concerned Neighbor: Asked if there was a public forum to voice their concerns
regarding arbitration.

Concerned Neighbor:Why can we not make the police pay for their own misdeeds,
rather than relying on taxpayer money for their mistakes.

Talked about the settlement payments made are taking away from infrastructure for
the city. Treatment not Trauma.

Two neighbors discussed their petitions for ballot access.

THE PDC WILL NOT ENDORSE ANY CANDIDATE FOR PUBLIC OFFICE.




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Minutes from the meeting held on September 2, 2023 were approved via email by the
body.

District Council Member Updates

Councilor Vargas - Spoke on the updates from the Nomination Council and the official
call for applicant for the Community Commission. Explained the process to the public.
Police Accountability updates with COPA regarding officer appearing at a domicile
housing a migrant- Accused of Intimidation. Talked about moving the matter to the
Office of Inspector General. Another issue regarding intimidation of migrants has been
forwarded to Bureau of Internal Affairs.

Provided an update from the CCPSA quarterly meeting about concerns on response
times of police across the city.

Councilor Orlikoff - Talked about experience at the National Association for Civilian
Oversight of Law Enforcement Conference. Was not able to meet with 14th Police
District.

Allegations of targeting and harassment of a youth group at the Humboldt Park
Solidarity Network, a free community space that distributes donated items to those in
need. Spoke to the community benefits of the Solidarity Network.

Expressed that the legal counsel for CCPSA and CPD have stated they no longer wish
to meet with Councilors Orlikoff or Vargas. Expressed concerns regarding bias in the
new mandate of police officer affiliation with groups, as they may target ideological
groups. Says there is a need to expand on the ordinance.

Calls for a 'misconduct database'. Introduced an open call for volunteers for sector
meetings. Read the letter circulated by the Police District Councils in opposition to the
arbitration for police misconduct.

Announced Annual Meeting, December 16, 2023.

Councilor Laurent - Successful completion of CPDs Community Academy. COPA is
hiring attorneys interested in oversight and accountability.

Community Committee of Public Safety update - Meeting held prior to the December
PDC meeting, a brainstorming session on what the community would like from the
police. Plans to meet with Commander Linas to follow up with the items mentioned.




Discussions

Ishan Daya, of the 32nd Independent Political Organizations to talk about Treatment
Not Trauma.

Treatment Not Trauma. Just to give a brief overview is investing in how we can go
about having a preventative approach to mental health crises, right? How do we
decrease the number of mental health crises that happen globally? And really, for us in
Chicago? The second is how do we have intervention when there is an actual mental
health crisis that's happening, that doesn't seek to criminalize the individual, that's
having a mental health crisis, unfortunately, what's happened over the last 30 years? Is
that the primary crisis response to mental health crises is the police right? We knew
that, you know. Pre-1967. The police were also the first response and the only
response to medical crises. You break your leg on the street, you call the police, you
get shot on the street where something happens and you lose an arm, you call the
police. What happened in 1967 was there was a group of black medical professionals
in Pittsburgh that said, "this is wild." There are too many people dying on the street from
things that are deeply preventable. We needed to have the right person responding to
the right type of crisis of the right time. So in 1967, they created what's called EMTs
specialized crisis response from medical emergencies to make sure that individual
wasn't being criminalized that moment because they were hurt, that individual was
being cared for and that individual was getting cared for in a way that they actually
healed. So what we are attempting to do here within the city of Chicago and we'll talk
about what we've done so far. What we're attempting to do here is take that same logic.
We know that mental health crisis need care right when someone is in the crisis. They
need some form of help, they need some form of support that's not just in that moment,
but it's also ongoing. When you have a broken arm, you have intervention and then you
have checkups along your way to make sure that you're healing properly. It's the same
thought process. When we think about mental health crises, how do we make sure that
there is an intervention that is meant to be there as care? Thinking about individuals, a
patient, rather than only thinking about them as a group. So when we think about what
treatment on trauma is, it's creating a public infrastructure that allows us to actually
have mental health crisis as intervention is cared, and that is also supported by access
to public mental health centers.

Course of Daley, Jr's mayorship over to Rahm's mayorship into Lori's, we had a
disinvestment in public mental health care within the city so that 19 went down to 5, so
we currently have 5 publicly mental, publicly funded, publicly operated mental health
centers in the city that are only open from around 9 am to 4 pm. So if anyone here is
had a mental health crisis or know someone that has a mental health crisis, you know
that you don't only have it during the work day. So we want to make sure that these
centers are properly funded and properly supported. When we think about prevention,
let's reopen these public mental health centers. In this 2024 budget that just passed, we
won the ability to reopen 2 additional mental health centers. So we're gonna have 2
additional mental health centers that are open in 2024. At some point, 2024 (TBD on
exactly where those are gonna be), but we know that it is crucial to the communities




Votes
Councilor Laurent - passed the October minutes around for approval by the body. The

Councilors reviewed these for accuracy.
Councilor Orlikoff motions to approve the minutes, Councilor Vargas seconds.

The vote passes with no objections.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: January 6, 2024
Chicago Public Library 3030 W Fullerton Ave

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):

District Council ended the meeting at: 3:15PM
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Course of Daley, Jr's mayorship over to Rahm's mayorship into Lori's, we had a disinvestment in public mental health care within the city so that 19 went down to 5, so we currently have 5 publicly mental, publicly funded, publicly operated mental health centers in the city that are only open from around 9 am to 4 pm. So if anyone here is had a mental health crisis or know someone that has a mental health crisis, you know that you don't only have it during the work day.  So we want to make sure that these centers are properly funded and properly supported. When we think about prevention, let's reopen these public mental health centers. In this 2024 budget that just passed, we won the ability to reopen 2 additional mental health centers. So we're gonna have 2 additional mental health centers that are open in 2024. At some point, 2024 (TBD on exactly where those are gonna be), but we know that it is crucial to the communities that have been disinvest ed in. Of those 19 mental health centers, those 5 that were remaining, that means that there are 14 that were closed, those 14 mental health centers ever closed. Can anyone guess where we have the highest number of behavioral health calls that go to the police right now?

It is exactly and those 14 areas that those 14 public mental health centers were closed. What that means is when we disinvest and actual access to care, the people that are responding to these needs are now the police? We heard from Superintendent Snelling when he was appointed to Superintendent that he did not want police officers responding to these calls because they are not licensed to, they are not trained to. It puts them in compromising situations, but moreover, it does not take people. To you, that hasn't gone on your on their ways and you are having a mental health crisis, you have a physiological effect and your heart starts racing, you are experiencing some form of trauma and that does not decline . So what we're saying is let's have the right person respond to the right type of problem at the right time. I know that sounds all too logical, but that is the hope here. How do we go about having logical responses to crises that are happening? So the first one that we had was reopening these 2 public mental health centers in the city of Chicago. The second one that we had was actually creating this alternate response model that was a non-police crisis response. So over the last year and a half of we, we have been piloting two different types of response. Model One is a alternate response model, which is essentially, a mental health crisis counselor and an EMT responding to an issue. The second is having a police officer and a crisis counselor responding to an issue. I wanted to test both of these to see how do they work? Because we know that there are both models around the us as a form of comparative for folks here. New York City also ran a co-responder model. Within the first 6 months, the police department murdered a young black man in New York. At that moment they immediately stopped it and said we do not need to do this, but we can instead have is have the ability for these crisis counselors and these non police crisis response folks to call for backup as needed. But we do not need to have that individual in your car that's actually there. So New York led the way and saying, we don't need this crisis response model to have a police officer will have that backup, you know, as they do in Chicago, of all of the.

We've now done, as we've looked at 2024, as we've said, okay, well, we are going to scale this non-police crisis responsible and we are going to start sunsetting the co-response they cover.
More information on Treatment not Trauma can be found by visiting https://www.collaborativeforcommunitywellness.org/voteyes
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