City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 3/20/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS:  The Rutues Center 5044 W. Madison

MEETING START TIME: 6:13 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: carmelita Earls Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Community Engagement: Deondre Rutues Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Nominating Committee: Karen Winters Present: W Remote: [J Absent: [J

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: ® No: O

Public Comment

15th District Commander:

Monthly meetings to address public safety issues in the 15th district, Austin
community.

Spring Break Activities:

Collaborating with community stakeholders such as Anchor Chicago, Big Shout Out,
Aspire, and Build to organize activities during spring break.

Operational Plan:

Increasing police presence, enforcing curfews, and addressing violence in the district.
Recent Incidents:

Shootings on Madison Avenue:

One individual arrested.

Another incident under investigation with promising leads.

Clarification that shootings were targeted, not random acts of violence.

Resources Distributed:

Brochures for spring break activities.

Information on 2025 meetings and safety alerts.

Details about youth basketball programs (Tuesday-Friday at 10:30 AM, weekends at
11:00 AM).




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

Meeting minutes from 1/16/2025 were approved. Motion made by Councilperson
Winters and second by Councilperson Rutues.

Meeting minutes from 2/13/2025 were tabled until 4/17/2025 due to technical difficulty.

District Council Member Updates

Consent Decree Policies:

Three policies open for community comments until the 31st:

Firearm Pointing Incidents

Community Engagement Policy and Training Development

Interactions with Persons who are Deaf, Blind, or Hard of Hearing

Suggested training sessions to help community members understand and comment on policies.
Community Days:

Open house days to observe police training, focusing on de-escalation tactics and mental health crisis
intervention.

Upcoming Dates:

April 12 and April 19, 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Freedom Defense Center:

Partnering with the Public Defender's Office to establish the center at the Aspire Center.
Focus on bridging gaps between community members and public defenders.
Collaboration with Partners for Justice and other local organizations.

Commission Seats:

Gina Piamonte nominated to fill an open commission seat, expected to join by April or May.
Oath Keeper Discussion:

Potential special meeting to discuss the presence of an oath keeper in the 15th district.
Concerns about officer affiliations and related incidents.

Vigil for Kayla Love:

Date and Time: March 23 at 4:00 PM

Location: Horan Park, 1335 West Van Buren

Responsibilities:

Creation and distribution of newsletters summarizing meetings.

Management of QR codes and related information.

Hosting meeting recordings on YouTube for public access.

Upcoming Events:

"Know Your Rights" workshop rescheduled to April, facilitated by Carlton.

Training Programs:

Emergency Response Trainings:

311 Non-Emergency Response: Mental Health First Aid Training.

911 Emergency Response: Gunshot Wound Training.




Discussions

COPA Investigations

Incidents:

May Incident: Young man witnessed a female officer assaulting a detained female.
Investigation moved to the Bureau of Internal Affairs (BIA) but remains unresolved.
Mother's Day Weekend Incident: Female community member reported her daughter
was attacked by an officer. Investigation closed by BIA without resolution.

Action Items:

Follow up with COPA and BIA for updates on both investigations.

Potential inclusion of BIA in future meetings for process transparency.

Tribunal and Mediation Programs

Objective: Establish a community-based mediation program to handle issues between
community members and police officers.

Collaboration:

Working with Marcia Thompson, mediator and part of the original COPA model.
Plans to train community members in mediation to ensure impartial and effective
conflict resolution.

Goals:

Create safe spaces for mediation.

Enhance police accountability through community involvement.

Presenter: Mr. Joseph Green, West Side Health Authority

Topic: Freedom Defense Center

Key Points:

Background:

Director of Workforce and Job Development since 2022.

Experience with reentry coordination at Sheridan Correctional Facility.

Freedom Defense Center:

Located at the Aspire Center, replacing Emmett High School.

Collaboration with Public Defender's Office and Partners for Justice.

Focus on empowering individuals with legal resources and accountability.

Grand Opening planned for Juneteenth.

Programs:

Inside Service: Engaging with inmates to discuss public defender interactions and
case management.

Open Dialogue: Facilitating conversations between community members and public
defenders.

Impact:

Enhancing transparency between the community and legal institutions.

Addressing gaps in public defender services and community support.




Votes

No votes.

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE:  4/17/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Dolie's Garden 623 N. Lorel

District Council ended the meeting at: 8:00 pm
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