City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 12/19/2024

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: North River Commission 3403 W Lawrence Ave Suite 301

MEETING START TIME: 6:37 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Present: 1 Remote: [1 Absent: (]
Community Engagement: Anthony Tamez Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Nominating Commitee: Elizabeth Rochford Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: O No: O

Public Comment

Amanda's Comment

Appreciation for RICC:

Effective alternative to criminal courts

Support for expanding restorative justice options to all ages

Oath Keepers Investigation:

Concerns about CPD's investigation capabilities without subpoena power
Request for District Councils to address investigation shortcomings

Grace's Comment

Support for District Counselors:
Appreciation for support during events
Support for Policy Changes:

Advocates for transferring investigation powers to COPPA for handling
officers with extremist ties




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

None

District Council Member Updates

Anthony Tamez:

Community Care Network Assistance:

Initiative to connect neighbors for mutual support (e.g., snow shoveling,
grocery shopping)

Forms available for volunteers and those needing assistance

Beth Rochford:

Nominations Committee:

Met on December 6th

Nominated Gina Pamonti and Shay Allen for commission vacancy
Awaiting Mayor’ s decision by January 6th

Youth Participatory Budgeting Program:

Collaboration with Roosevelt High School’ s 33rd Ward

Students voted on proposals for community improvements (e.g., solar
charging stations)

33rd Ward Safety Collaborative:

Promoting community knowledge and alternatives to policing
Upcoming peace circle event on Saturday at the Kedzie Center
Strategic Planning with CPD:

Focus on youth, migrants, and homeless interactions

Plans to engage youth through listening sessions and partnerships with
community organizations

Consent Decree and Community Policing:

CPD’ siinitiative to train all officers as community policing officers
Organizing listening sessions across the city for community input




Discussions

Presenter: Margaret Pulujian

Title: Coordinator of the Court

Background:

Expertise in community psychology

Responsible for running the RICC program for Cook County and Chief
Judge Timothy Evans

Expanded RJCC from one court in North Lawndale to four courts in Cook
County

Overview of RJCC

Age Range Served: 18 to 26 years old

Geographical Areas: Southern part of the 17th District, including Avondale,
Irving Park, and Albany Park

Purpose:

Alternative to traditional criminal courts

Focus on restorative justice rather than punishment

Involves community members in the court process

Aims to reduce recidivism and promote healing

Process and Eligibility

Eligibility Criteria:

Young adults (18-26 years old)

Charged with non-violent felonies or misdemeanors

Reside, work, or worship in the community court’ s jurisdiction
Possess a non-violent criminal history

Accept responsibility and agree to participate in the RJCC process
RJCC Process:

Initiated post-arrest through the state's special prosecution office
Participants choose between RJCC and traditional court
Differences Between Traditional and Restorative Justice

Benefits and Research Finding, Expansion of RICC, Structure and Operations
Capacity & participation

Role of Court Personnel and Volunteers

Open to Public:

Scheduled court sessions available for visitation

Invitation to email Margaret for attendance arrangements

Q&A




Votes

Meeting Schedule Adjustments
Current Schedule:
Wednesdays at 6:00 PM
Saturdays at 1:00 PM

Proposed Changes:
Shift Wednesday meetings to 6:30 PM due to traffic concerns

Confirm February meeting dates considering President’ s Day holidays
Finalized schedule:

Saturdays: 1:00 PM at Albany Park Library

Wednesdays: 6:30 PM (date adjustments for February)

Confirmation of Schedule

Motion:

Accept amended schedule with February meeting adjustments

Vote:

Motion seconded and approved unanimously

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 1/11/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available): ~ Albany Park Library 3401 W. Foster Ave

District Council ended the meeting at: 7:40 pm
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