
Monthly Meeting - Wednesday, April 23rd
Athenaeum Center



Moment of Silence
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Officer Torres, 18th District
Kevin Patel, Lincoln Park Resident



Agenda

● Roll Call & Quorum Determination

● Votes

● District Council Member Updates

● Discussion:

○ Avondale Restorative Justice 

Court

○ Cook County State’s Attorney 

Office
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● Public Announcements & Comment

● Reminders & Calls to Action

● Announcement of Next Meeting(s)



Votes
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District Council 
Member Updates
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Parking Enforcement Alternative Response

● We’ve gained coverage of our initiative and progress by a few city publications: Block 
Club Chicago, Chicago Tribune Op-Ed, South Side Weekly

● Our Subject Matter Hearing is tentatively rescheduled for June 25, 2025

● In the meantime, we’re holding individual meetings with CPD, Office of Emergency 
Management & Communications (OEMC), and Department of Finance

● We’ll also be requesting joint meeting with these departments to confirm details, hear 
feedback, and simply have all stakeholders in the same room

● Our goal is to develop and present to City Council a proposal for alternative response 
to parking enforcement
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https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/03/27/north-side-police-oversight-group-raises-alarm-as-funding-for-mental-health-response-team-dries-up/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/03/27/north-side-police-oversight-group-raises-alarm-as-funding-for-mental-health-response-team-dries-up/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/03/31/opinion-chicago-police-cpd-parking-violations/
https://southsideweekly.com/mayor-accused-of-preventing-department-reps-from-attending-hearing/


Parking Enforcement Alternative Response

We’re seeking clarity surrounding the Mayor’s Office People's Plan for 

Community Safety, and how it may be affecting our work. Several City 

departments seem to conflate a 911 Calls for Service analysis with 

alternative response overall. While overlapping, they serve can very 

different purposes.

Both the CPD Workforce Allocation Study and our alternative response 

to parking enforcement initiative have faced barriers because the 

working assumption is that the City is conducting both.

However, the mayor's office cites UChicago’s HealthLab & CrimeLab as 

partners in conducting a “911 Alternate Response”. However, we have 

heard from UChicago that this has not included a 911 Calls for Service 

analysis (the university has not been involved since late last year). 7
Source: People's Plan for Community Safety

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/community-safety/home.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/community-safety/home.html
https://chicagopolice.civilspace.io/en/idea_boards/5/ideas/11
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/mayor/press_room/press_releases/2024/november/Citywide-Community-Input-Sessions-Announcement.html#:~:text=911%20Alternate%20Response
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/community-safety/home.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/community-safety/home.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/community-safety/home/PeoplesPlanforCommunitySafety.html
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CCPSA Vacancy Filled

Gina Piemonte has been confirmed as the 
latest Commissioner on the Community 
Commission for Public Safety and 
Accountability (CCPSA).

The vacancy required candidates who live 
on the West Side of Chicago and have 10+ 
years experience as an attorney.

Gina Piemonte has served 30+ years in 
Cook County Public Defender’s Office. City 
Council unanimously confirmed her 
appointment
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CPD Workforce Allocation Study Update
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CPD Workforce Allocation Study Update - 
Community Engagement

CPD will be releasing reports to the public in May about their 
winter Engagement Sessions. Topics included alternative 
response and community policing.

District Councils have been invited to lead citywide 
engagement sessions this summer. Stay tuned!!
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Engage CPD about Its Workforce Allocation Study!

CPD has launched a status page to 
provide the public with latest updates 
on the Workforce Allocation Study

It also gives community members the 
opportunity to directly engage with 
CPD about the Workforce Allocation 
Study. Ask your questions here.

https://chicagopolice.civilspace.io/en/projects/7
https://chicagopolice.civilspace.io/en/projects/7
https://chicagopolice.civilspace.io/en/projects/7
https://chicagopolice.civilspace.io/en/projects/7/idea_boards/5
https://chicagopolice.civilspace.io/en/projects/7
https://chicagopolice.civilspace.io/en/projects/7


Community Partnership Plan: 
Monthly Update
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jQJNz7HfLcLbkqC6C2C1AkMBKmYrqVzGo7qjZC_VNns/edit?gid=459555477#gid=459555477
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Summary of Progress

Link to 
CPP Found 

here 

Last Month This Month Delta

In Progress 15 14 -1
Ongoing 5 5 0

Completed 20 22 2

Total In Progress/ Ongoing/ 
Completed

40 41 1

Total Goals 50 50 0

% In Progress/ 
Ongoing/ 

Completed
82%

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jQJNz7HfLcLbkqC6C2C1AkMBKmYrqVzGo7qjZC_VNns/edit?gid=459555477#gid=459555477
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jQJNz7HfLcLbkqC6C2C1AkMBKmYrqVzGo7qjZC_VNns/edit?gid=459555477#gid=459555477
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jQJNz7HfLcLbkqC6C2C1AkMBKmYrqVzGo7qjZC_VNns/edit?gid=459555477#gid=459555477
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jQJNz7HfLcLbkqC6C2C1AkMBKmYrqVzGo7qjZC_VNns/edit?gid=459555477#gid=459555477


19th Police District Council: 
Perspective on Restorative 

Justice
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Our Understanding Today

Prisons often lead to recidivism and recurring crime. 
Restorative justice is one alternative that can increase 

accountability to victims, repair harms already 
committed, and prevent future harm.
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Our Responsibilities as a District Council

Part of District Councils’ responsibility is to “[w]ork to 
develop and expand restorative justice and similar 

programs in the District.” MCC 2-80-070(e)(5)
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Restorative Justice Efforts on the North Side

The Restorative Justice Community Court (RJCC) is an 
effort of the Circuit Court of Cook County currently 

working to implement restorative justice. 

Shout out to our friends and colleagues in the 17th, 20th, 
and 24th Police Districts who are working to bring an 

RJCC further North



18

19th Police District Council

Part of District Councils’ responsibility is to “[w]ork to develop and expand restorative justice and 
similar programs in the District.” MCC 2-80-070(e)(5)

The Cook County Restorative Justice Community Court (RJCC) is one effort on the North Side 
currently working to implement restorative justice. 

Prisons often lead to recidivism and recurring crime. Restorative justice is one alternative that can 
increase accountability to victims, repair harms already committed, and prevent future harm.

We’re interested in exploring alternative methods of accountability, especially those focused on 
rehabilitative measures that provide the structure and support necessary to repair harm 

committed and prevent future harm.

Shout out efforts by neighboring DCs to expand RJCCs



RJCC Presentation
Restoring justice in the neighborhoods: 
Restorative Justice Community Courts in Cook County

Speaker: Margaret Kulujian, PhD 



Timothy Evans, Chief Judge

“The Restorative Justice 
Community Court is the 
place where healing is the 
goal rather than 
punishment, and the quest 
for justice becomes a 
collective effort” 
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Restorative Justice Community Court

• Restorative Justice Community Courts are community-based criminal courts that 
resolve non-violent cases committed by young individuals. 

• Restorative Justice Community Courts are the first courts of their kind in Cook County 
to adopt peace circles as the resolution process for criminal cases for adults. 

• In addition to resolving cases, Restorative Justice Courts are committed to helping their 
participants with finding jobs, education, transportation, and other needs that they might 
have to succeed in life and avoid falling back into the court system. 

• Four court locations: North Lawndale (October 2017), Avondale (August 2020), 
Englewood (September 2020), Sauk Village (July 2024)

• Key principles: healing, accountability and community engagement 
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Traditional Justice vs Restorative Justice

• What laws have been broken?

• Who did it?

• What does the offender 
deserve?

• What happened?

• Who was hurt?

• What can be done to heal 
and repair the harm?
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Eligibility

• Must be 18 to 26 years old

• Have been charged with a 
nonviolent felony or misdemeanor

• Live, work, or worship in one of 
the neighborhoods which has a 
community court

• Have a non-violent criminal history

• Accept responsibility for the harm 
caused
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The Process in Restorative Justice 
Community Courts

• Referral 

• Initial hearing and agreement 
to participate in RJCC

• Peace Circle Process

• Repair of Harm Agreement 

• Completing goals

• Case dismissal

• Record expungement 
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Court Structure

Staff meeting once a week 
followed by court session 
open to the public
• Judge
• Assistant State’s Attorney
• Public Defender
• Court Clerk
• Social service worker
• Interpreter 
• Deputies 

RJCC team works weekly 
with participants, 
community members, and 
conduct peace circles

• Court coordinator
• Case managers
• Peace Circle Keepers 
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Restorative Approach

• Creates a culture of belonging
• Focuses on root causes
• Transforms mistakes into learning
• Restoration over punishment 
• Focuses on met and unmet needs of a 

person harmed and a person who harmed
• Changing participants’ behavior, life 

approach, and mindset 

26

26



RJCC in Research and Study

RJCC Evaluation 
• A total of 218 individuals were admitted 

to RJCCs between 2020 and 2022. 

• Among those who have been in the 
community for at least one year after 
release, 13.1% of RJCC participants 
were charged with a new offense versus 
65.2% of a matched control group. 

Qualitative research
• Interviews with RJCC participants and 

community members

• Findings: 
• RJCC can initiate the process of 

personal change. 
• The image of RJCC is very different 

than traditional criminal court and is 
seen as a positive asset in the 
neighborhoods
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Testimonials 

“My experience with RJCC was a big awakening. It gave me a 
different perspective of my life and my future. It helped me understand 
my past and I realized why I am who I am now. It helped me grow a 
lot. I never planned to go to college. This month I finished my first 
semester in college.”

“They encouraged me to do better and now I have two jobs and I am 
thinking about opening my own company.”

“This court gives you the opportunity to improve your life. They are 
taking other things under consideration, not only your crime.”

“I was rushing in life. I was rushing to grow up. This is why I was 
arrested. In RJCC I realized that there is no rush. I have a lot of time to 
complete my goals in life and everything is possible.”

“During the program I went to college. I thought I would never go to 
college, because no one in my family did. My relations with my family 
improved when I realized that I need to apologize to my parents.”

28

28



Benefits of Restorative Justice Community 
Courts

• Empowerment and participation

• Promotes accountability and healing (high program completion rate) 

• Reduces recidivism

• Cost effectiveness

• Flexible and tailored solutions

• Prevents future harm

• Community involvement, engagement, and trust

• With continued success, restorative justice community courts can serve as a model for justice 
reform nationwide.
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National Impact and Expansion

Influence on other Jurisdictions: 

The success of Restorative Justice 
Community Courts in Cook County 
has led to the implementation of 
similar programs in other areas 
across the U.S.

Growing interest: 

Increasing recognition of restorative 
justice practices as an effective 
model for reducing incarceration 
rates. 
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Questions, Comments & Reflections 

Margaret Kulujian, PhD – Margaret.Kulujian@cookcountyil.gov

Thank you!
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RJCC/SAO in the News

WTTW News Article

● New Cook County State’s Attorney Eileen O'Neill 
Burke has instructed her office to move qualifying 
gun cases from the RJCCs to the First Time 
Weapons Offender Diversion Program 

● 82.8% of cases in the RJCC were for nonviolent 
gun related charges*

● Some advocates are concerned about the future 
of the RJCCs

● Important for Community to Understand:
○ Rationale for removing gun cases
○ Overview of First Time Weapons Offender 

Program
○ Future Use of RJCCs

*According to the Chicago Appleseed Center for Fair Courts Report

https://news.wttw.com/2025/02/17/cook-county-state-s-attorney-will-no-longer-divert-nonviolent-gun-cases-restorative
https://www.chicagoappleseed.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/20240222_Restorative-Justice-Community-Courts-Report-FINAL-for-web.pdf


Cook County State's Attorney's 
Office – Strategic Initiatives

Speaker: Ethan Holland, 
Director of Strategic Initiatives 



Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office: 
Upholding Justice and Public Safety

The CCSAO is dedicated to upholding public safety through the fair 
and efficient administration of justice. This includes prosecuting 
criminal offenses, representing Cook County in civil matters, and 
providing extensive services to victims and witnesses. 
Scope and Structure
•Second-Largest Prosecutor's Office in the U.S.: Serving over 5 

million residents of Cook County 
Staffing: Over 1,200 employees, including more than 600 attorneys, 
115 investigators, and 390 administrative staff 
Organizational Structure: Comprised of six bureaus and four 
independent units to handle a diverse range of legal matters



Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office: 
Upholding Justice and Public Safety

Core Responsibilities
•Criminal Prosecution: Handling all misdemeanor and felony crimes 

committed in Cook County 
•Civil Representation: Serving as legal counsel for Cook County 

government, its officeholders, and employees 
•Juvenile and Child Protection Cases: Managing cases involving juveniles 

and civil actions against parents or guardians in instances of abuse or 
neglect 

Leadership
•Judge Eileen O'Neill Burke assumed office as the Cook County State's 

Attorney on December 1, 2024, bringing a renewed focus on transparency, 
accountability, and community engagement



Restorative Justice Community 
Courts (RJCC)

• 4 Courts: Avondale, Englewood, North Lawndale, Sauk Village
• Participants: 18-26, non-violent charges, community connection, accept responsibility
• Eligible gun cases already addressed through First Time Weapon Offense Program
• CCSAO Support for FOID reform legislation (SB 1899 / HB 3496)
• Continued diversion for non-violent offenses: Retail Theft, Criminal Damage to 

Property, Forgery, etc.



Felony Review Bypass Pilot Program
•Districts: 7th (Englewood), 5th (Calumet)
•Goal: Prioritize violent crimes and victim-centered review
•Eligible charges: UUW, UUW/F, Agg. UUW
•Excluded charges: Armed Violence, Habitual Criminal, etc.



Operational Details
•CPD officers trained and supervised
•Cases supported by BWC reviewed by ASA before hearing
•Englewood selected due to highest volume of service calls



Program Results & Evaluation
•50 cases filed, 37 reached prelim or GJ – all held for trial
•Increased efficiency, quicker officer redeployment
•Ongoing review with CPD to track effectiveness



Enhancing FOID Access for 
First-Time Nonviolent Gun Offenders

• Background: Illinois law mandates a Firearm Owner’s Identification (FOID) 
card for legal firearm possession. Currently, individuals in diversion 
programs must wait until charges are dismissed before applying for a 
FOID card, often leaving them without legal means to possess a firearm 
post-program.

• Proposed Legislation:
• Introduced by State Senator Elgie R. Sims Jr. and State Representative 

Justin Slaughter.
• Allows eligible first-time, nonviolent offenders charged with Class 4 felony 

gun violations to apply for a FOID card while enrolled in a diversion 
program.

• FOID cards would be issued upon successful completion of the program.
• All existing legal requirements for FOID eligibility remain; the Illinois 

State Police retains authority to deny applications if criteria are not met



Enhancing FOID Access for 
First-Time Nonviolent Gun Offenders

Objectives: Prevent repeat offenses by facilitating legal firearm 
ownership for rehabilitated individuals.
• Reduce the cycle of gun charges stemming from lack of legal avenues 

to obtain a FOID card post-diversion.
• Maintain public safety by ensuring only eligible individuals receive 

FOID cards. 
Support: Cook County State’s Attorney Eileen O'Neill Burke advocates 
for this change to promote responsible gun ownership and reduce 
recidivism.
Next Steps:
• Awaiting legislative approval in the Illinois General Assembly.
• If passed, implementation would involve coordination between 

diversion programs and the Illinois State Police to process FOID 
applications



Questions or Problems?

Contact: 
ethan.holland@cookcountysao.org 



QUESTIONS?
Ethan.holland@cookcountysao.org



Public Announcements
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Welcoming Community Groups

● If you are a part of a community group in the 19th District, please let us know:

○ Who you are, your position within the group

○ About any events coming up

○ How can neighbors reach you
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Public Comment
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Public Comment - Rules & Follow Up

Rules of Engagement

● 2 min/speaker = ~10 speakers
(typically 20 minutes total)

● Request to make public comment must be 
submitted within 30-minutes of start of 
meeting

● Order of speakers randomly selected 

● No disruption of speakers

● No harassment or disrespect will be 
tolerated (zero tolerance policy)
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Follow Up

● District Councilors and staff will take 
official minutes of public comments made

● District Councilors may address 
comments in real time or may follow up 
with community member at a later time
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2-Minutes per Speaker

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G17hKzClfxI


Reminders & Calls to Action
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Help Advocate to Fund and Expand CARE!

Share the Presentation with a Community Group, Friends, Neighbors, Family:
● Full Slide Deck (25-30 min) – Share this with groups you’re part of! It covers mental health crisis care, CARE 

program details, successful models from other cities, and advocacy steps. Feel free to personalize it, but please 
keep the QR codes the same to track engagement and updates. Be sure to pause on the advocacy slides so 
attendees can take action during the meeting.

● Short Slide Deck (7-10 min) – A condensed version focusing on CARE and next steps.
● Video Presentation – Prefer not to present? Host a watch party and view this video together.
● If you feel like you need support with any of these options, please feel free to reach out. We can help when 

possible.
Share the One-Pager – Print and distribute this to your community, encouraging them to scan the QR code and 
complete the advocacy steps.
Email the Mayor and Your Alderman - This link will take you to a draft letter to send. You can also write your own. Ask 
them to ensure that CARE gets funded into the future.
Email the CCPSA Commission - This link will take you to a draft letter to send. You can also write your own. Ask them to 
formally recommend that City Council expand the CARE program.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oIL9JCK-2yxxx6tWdXPuv1w2aiRXgCCqai45NpSXAkA/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oIL9JCK-2yxxx6tWdXPuv1w2aiRXgCCqai45NpSXAkA/edit?slide=id.p1*slide=id.p1__;Iw!!B24N9PvjPQId!dslJf84IgnFa6jg8oRlsLICKZw_4E_3rWKqQGQyQjFcEt0fqdhzEloo-LLl9625lismPZ-h71sBE9u_ddeUkDOPTPzITF3zUWuU0_lXtCN6oqw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LdwDyTR9lBx-Qov3gqgEscIGDxVDAABuKIcPia3gTmk/edit?slide=id.p1*slide=id.p1__;Iw!!B24N9PvjPQId!dslJf84IgnFa6jg8oRlsLICKZw_4E_3rWKqQGQyQjFcEt0fqdhzEloo-LLl9625lismPZ-h71sBE9u_ddeUkDOPTPzITF3zUWuU0_lXzMspPhw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Yo8el6Q3p0__;!!B24N9PvjPQId!dslJf84IgnFa6jg8oRlsLICKZw_4E_3rWKqQGQyQjFcEt0fqdhzEloo-LLl9625lismPZ-h71sBE9u_ddeUkDOPTPzITF3zUWuU0_lWxK1-piw$
https://drive.google.com/file/d/124yUXdw0Cblvmsabdh5yg2M1qLSwxv1R/view?usp=sharing
https://secure.everyaction.com/CZj5vOVOOESgzg3LeCc4PA2
https://secure.everyaction.com/7l7oGuJivEKl-sLRtPhN9A2
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Help Advocate to Fund and Expand CARE!

Scan Here!!

bit.ly/3QaFZ9m

Share the 
Slide Deck 

Distribute 
this 

One Pager

https://bit.ly/3QaFZ9m
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LdwDyTR9lBx-Qov3gqgEscIGDxVDAABuKIcPia3gTmk/edit?slide=id.p1*slide=id.p1__;Iw!!B24N9PvjPQId!dslJf84IgnFa6jg8oRlsLICKZw_4E_3rWKqQGQyQjFcEt0fqdhzEloo-LLl9625lismPZ-h71sBE9u_ddeUkDOPTPzITF3zUWuU0_lXzMspPhw$
https://drive.google.com/file/d/124yUXdw0Cblvmsabdh5yg2M1qLSwxv1R/view?usp=sharing
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Thank you to our hosts!
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Wednesday, May 28th, 2025 @ 6:30pm
Uptown Church

Next Meeting:



Adjourn - Thank you!
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