City of Chicago
DISTRICT COUNCIL #
COMMUNITY COMMISSION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

MEETING MINUTES

MEETING TYPE: Regular [J Special [J Closed
MEETING DATE: 2/23/2025

MEETING LOCATION & ADDRESS: Northtown Library 6800 N Western Ave, Chicago, IL 60645

MEETING START TIME: 3:05 pm

Attendance & Quorum
OMA Meeting cannot take place without 2 out of 3 members present in-person.

District Council Member Name Attendance

Chair: Veronica Arreola Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: [
Nominator: Rev. Mailyn Pagan- Banks Present: m Remote: [1 Absent: []
Community Engagement: Keola Jean-Joseph Present: | Remote: [1 Absent: []

Quorum (2 out of 3 Members): Yes: [£ No: O

Public Comment

Community Member: Emphasized the responsibility of counselors to interpret
authorizing legislation maturely to prevent abusive relationships between the
community and police. Urged the banning of facial recognition, gait recognition
technology,personal surveillance, anti-homeless noise technology, and light
technologies. Advocated for the decriminalization of drug use and sex work, including
support for drug workers. Highlighted the importance of not enforcing policies that
harm the community and recommended avoiding support for predatory policing
practices.Suggested that counselors use their power to influence policies through
recommendations or legislation to uphold queer rights and other community
protections.

Charlie Spence: Supports the use of surveillance drones by the Chicago Police
Department to compensate for limited manpower.

Cited recent allocations:

$27 million approved by the finance committee for a police chase resulting in a
resident's death. Last year's payout of $45 million for a similar incident. Proposed that
equipping every district with surveillance drones can eliminate the need for high-cost
helicopter chases: Cost Comparison: Helicopters at $7 million each vs. drones at
$17,000 each. Argued that drones provide an efficient, affordable, and proven strategy
to reduce dangerous police pursuits and improve public safety




Approval of Minutes
Minutes are approved by the second regular meeting after they are taken.
Approved minutes are posted online within 10 days after approval.

1. Date of meeting minutes: 3/28/24,1/26/25,3/24/24,6/6/24,9/28/24,11/16/24

2. Summary of any corrections to the minutes: no corrections needed

3. DC Member that made the motion to approve: Councelor Arreola moved motion to
approve. Counselor Jean-Joseph seconded.

4. Summary of any debate: no debate needed

District Council Member Updates

Rev. Mailyn Pagan- Banks: Roles:

Liaison for the northern region encompassing four districts.

Member of the nhominating committee for planning dates and quarterly
work.

Activities:

Participated in trainings related to ICE and ICE Watch.

Focused on protecting community members' rights as a clergy person.
Updates:

Awaiting onboarding of a new counselor.

Engaged in community protection and support efforts.

Veronica Arriola:

CCPSA Citywide Commission Meeting: 2/27/25 Sullivan High School 6331 N Bosworth at 6:30 pm- Topics
Disussion on COPA. Nationwide search for new COPA members and updates on taffic stop iniatives.

Focus: Restorative Justice Court: New district attorney seeks to move non-violent gun offenses out of restorative
justice courts into criminal courts.

Statistics: Restorative justice participants have a 15% re-offense rate.

Traditional criminal court participants have an 80% re-offense rate.

Advocacy:

Efforts to establish a restorative justice court in Cook County. Collaboration with commissioners, aldermen, and
community members. Open invitation for committee members to join and support initiatives.Gun Control: Advocacy
for reducing illegal gun trafficking. Support for comprehensive gun control measures alongside restorative justice.
Activities:

Attended PROTECT ICE events, including a town hall community event.

Participated in security duties during events.

Sent questions to ICE commanders and awaits responses.

Emailed Alder Vasquez and CCPSA staff regarding sanctuary city

ordinances.

Committee Involvement:

Drafted to join the District Council Planning Committee.

Focus on public safety, trend analysis, and professional development.

Collaboration with Councilor Deirdre O'Connor from the 20th district.




Discussions

Summary of discussions:

Indo American Center Presentation

Presenter: Nimra, Community Navigator

Programs Offered: Parent mentor progra, ESL classes, Citizenship classes, Food distribution for elderly
and other community members, Awareness and community navigator programs focusing on rights and
legal status. Services: Referral forms available for community members to access provided services.

Restorative Justice Courts vs. Criminal Courts
Advocacy for Restorative Justice: Proven effectiveness in reducing re-offense rates for non-violent gun
offenses. Concern over the new district attorney's stance to limit restorative justice usage.

Challenges: Need for a sufficient volume of cases to justify establishing the court.

"Chicken and egg" problem: Without shifting cases, it's hard to establish the court.

Gun Control and Enforcement

lllegal Gun Trafficking:Emphasis on the prevalence of illegally trafficked guns contributing to community
violence. Advocacy for stringent gun control measures and enforcement against illegal gun peddlers.
Intersection with Restorative Justice:Combining restorative approaches with robust gun enforcement for
comprehensive public safety.

Community Safety:Balancing restorative justice with active measures to reduce illegal gunpresence.
Acknowledgment that policing alone has not effectively reduced gun

violence.

Age Limitations on Restorative Justice

Current Limits: Restorative justice programs typically start at age 18 and extend to

around 26-27.

Proposed Changes:

Expansion to include younger individuals, potentially starting as young as

6. Extension of upper age limits to around 40 to accommodate ongoing

development and maturity

Diversionary Court Programs

Existing Programs:

Mental health and drug use diversionary courts allow individuals to avoid

felonies.Veterans diversionary programs available in Cook County.Exploring the establishment of
similar programs for firearm-related

offenses

Community and Policing Balance

Accountability vs. Support:

Striving for police accountability while recognizing the need for effective

law enforcement.

Ensuring that policing practices do not disproportionately harm

marginalized communities.

Community Safety:

Creating a safer environment for all community members, including

places of worship.

Addressing the historical and systemic issues contributing to mistrust and

violence.

Notary Services were provided.




Votes

No additional votes taken

Announcement of Next District Council Meeting

NEXT MEETING DATE: 3/23/2025

NEXT MEETING LOCATION (if available):  Rogers Park Library 6907 N Clark

District Council ended the meeting at: 3:59 pm
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