
Division Street Bridges and Roadway Improvement Project
(Kennedy Expressway to Cleveland Avenue)

Public Information Meeting

March 26, 2024

Meeting Agenda

➢ 4:00 – 4:30 pm: Exhibits on display

➢ 4:30 – 5:00 pm: Formal presentation

➢ 5:00 – 5:30 pm: Q&A Session



Meeting Agenda

➢ 4:00 – 4:30 pm: Exhibits on display

➢ 4:30 – 5:00 pm: Formal presentation

➢ 5:00 – 5:30 pm: Questions and Comments

➢ Place written comment cards in the Comment Box

➢ Email or mail additional comments by 4/26/2024



Project Existing Details
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Existing Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch of the Chicago River

Existing Division River Bridge

• Historic bascule bridge constructed in 1904.

• Double-leaf, trunnion bascule bridge with three 

lines of thru-Pratt trusses.

• The bridge has not opened for maritime river traffic 

since the early 1980’s.

• The bridge superstructure is in poor condition with 

advanced deterioration.

• While not structurally deficient, the existing bridge 

cannot meet the demands of the existing and 

projected traffic volumes and has become 

functionally obsolete.
Division Street River Bridge Looking South



Existing Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch of the Chicago River

Division Street River Bridge Looking North (Circa 1919) Division Street River Bridge Looking Northwest



Existing Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch of the Chicago River

Division Street River Bridge Looking East
Center Truss Restricts Traffic to a Single Lane

Division Street River Bridge Looking West
Center Truss Restricts Traffic to a Single Lane



Existing Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch Canal

Existing Division Canal Bridge

• Historic bascule bridge constructed in 1903.

• Double-leaf, trunnion bascule bridge with three 

lines of thru-Pratt trusses.

• Due to safety and structural integrity concerns, the 

bridge was closed to traffic in 2014. 

• The existing bascule bridge superstructure was 

removed, modifications made to the foundations 

and piers, and a temporary bridge installed to allow 

Division Street to re-open to traffic.

Division Street Canal Bridge Looking South



Existing Division Street Bridge Over the North Branch Canal

Division Street Canal Bridge Looking Southwest
Temporary Bridge Installation (2014)

Division Street Canal Bridge Looking East
Temporary Bridge (2014)

Division Street Canal Bridge Looking West
Temporary Bridge (2014)



Existing Conditions & Observations

Existing Corridor Observations

• Congestion and Safety Issues across Goose Island 

Caused by:

▪ Single-lane bridges

▪ Narrow/substandard roadway and bridge widths

▪ Center truss located between traffic lanes

▪ Forced merge at Division River Bridge

▪ Lack of left turn lanes

▪ On-street parking (rush hour restricted)

▪ Multi-Way Stop Condition at Cherry Avenue 

▪ Sharp skew of intersecting side streets

▪ Limited access points onto Goose Island

▪ Close proximity of the Division River Bridge and 

the Elston intersection 



Project Schedule



Project Phases and Schedule

Construction

Q4 2024 – Q4 2026

Phase I Phase II Phase III

Preliminary Engineering

To be completed in Q2 2024

Final Engineering

To be completed in  Q2 2024



Summary of Project Elements and Objectives



Proposed Improvements

Main Project Elements and Project Benefits:
• Replace the existing two bridges with arch bridges 
• Replace existing retaining walls
• Roadway improvement from I-90 to Cleveland Avenue
• Roadway widening by 4 to 6 feet (on the north side of Division)
• Traffic signals modernization (at 4 intersections)
• New traffic signal at Hickory Avenue
• Added capacity and signal timing improvements
• Improve traffic flow for all modes of transportation
• Turning movements onto side streets will be improved 
• New dedicated bike lanes
• Street lighting replacement with LED
• Landscaping Enhancements
• Accommodation for a future riverwalk under the new bridges



• Address the deteriorated condition of the existing 

functionally obsolete bridges.

• Improve traffic flow and address congestion created by 

the existing single-lane bridges.

• Improve access to the businesses and properties across 

Goose Island and along the corridor.

• Improve vehicular and pedestrian access and safety.

• Improve transit/bus operations along the corridor.

• Provide bicycle accommodations along the corridor.

Overall Project Objectives



Safety Improvements

• Wider bridges

• New LED streetlights

• Replacement of the Division River bridge eliminates the existing 

center truss between traffic lanes which is a safety issue and 

source of numerous crashes.

• The addition of left turn lanes across Goose Island and added 

capacity reduces congestion along the corridor which is a source 

of numerous rear-end and sideswipe crashes.



Aesthetics Improvements

• New arch bridges

• Bridge lighting

• LED streetlighting

• Landscaping



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS



Project Purpose and Need

• Address the deteriorated condition of the existing bridges.

• Address the operational and safety deficiencies created by the existing single-lane bridges.

• Improve traffic flow along the corridor.

• Improve vehicular and pedestrian safety along the corridor.

• Improve transit and bus operations along the corridor.

• Provide bicycle accommodations along the corridor.



Proposed Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch of the Chicago River

Proposed Division River Bridge

• Replace existing bridge with a tied arch bridge 

which can be raised temporarily if the need arises.

• Provides additional traffic and bike lanes on the 

bridge.

• Designed to accommodate a future riverwalk.

• The bridge can be raised to a 40’ vertical clearance 

via a jacking system, as required by the U.S. Coast 

Guard.

• The jacking system will be brought out at the time 

the bridge needs to be lifted.
Proposed Division Street River Bridge Looking South



Proposed Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch of the Chicago River

Lifting of Division River Bridge 
Via Jack-up System



Proposed Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch of the Chicago River



Proposed Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch of the Chicago River



Proposed Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch Canal

Proposed Division Canal Bridge

• Replace existing bridge with a thrust arch bridge.

• Provides additional traffic and bike lanes on the 

bridge.

• Designed to accommodate a future riverwalk.



Proposed Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch Canal



Proposed Division Street Bridge 
Over the North Branch Canal



PROPOSED GEOMETRY



Division Street
Kennedy Expressway to North Branch Street



Division Street and Elston Avenue Intersection



Division Street
North Branch Street to Hooker Street



Division Street
North Branch Street to Hooker Street



Division Street
Hooker Street to Crosby Street



Division Street
Hooker Street to Crosby Street



Division Street and Halsted Street Intersection



Division Street
Crosby Street to Clybourn Avenue



Division Street – Traffic Signal Improvements

36

LEGEND Proposed/Modernized
Signalized Intersection

Existing Signalized 
Intersection



Summary of Project Benefits



Vehicle/Truck Traffic Benefits

Traffic Improvements and Benefits:

• Replacement of the existing bridges allows for additional traffic lanes and intersection improvements.

• Modernized and Interconnected traffic signals between Elston and Halsted.

• Removal of existing 4-way stop condition at Cherry Avenue .

• Installation of a new traffic signal at Hickory Avenue.

• Added capacity and signal timing improvements at Division/Elston & Division/Halsted. 

• Installation of left turn lanes across Goose Island.

• Removal of on-street parking across Goose Island.

• Installation of truck aprons.

• New LED streetlights



Pedestrian Benefits

Pedestrian Improvements and Benefits:

• All traffic signals to be modernized and include pedestrian countdown signals.

• Installation of Accessible Pedestrian Signals.

• Installation of crosswalks and curb ramps in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA) requirements.

• Wider sidewalks where possible.

• Pedestrian refuge islands at Division and Crosby to improve safety.

• Reduced crosswalk distances where possible.

Pedestrian Refuge Islands



Bicycle Benefits

Bicycle Improvements and Benefits:

• Dedicated bike lanes along the project corridor.

• Division bike lanes connect to the bike corridors along Orleans/Clybourn, Halsted and Elston. 

• Installation of buffered or protected bike lanes along the project corridor.

• Pavement markings with bike symbols and arrows delineate bike lanes.

• Green colored pavement markings within the bike lane increases visibility of the facility, identifies 

potential areas of conflict and reinforces priority to bicyclists.

• Bicycle pavement markings provided across intersections to delineate the path of bicycles and vehicles.

Bike Lanes Delineated with Pavement Markings Through Intersections



Transit/Bus Benefits

Transit/Bus Improvements and Benefits:

• CTA Bus Route 70 operates along Division and Route 8 along Halsted.

• WB bus stop at Halsted to be moved to the far side of the intersection for 

improved intersection operations.

• Concrete bus pads to be installed for increased pavement longevity.

• Added capacity and signal timing improvements will improve traffic flow along 

Division and reduce delays experienced by buses operating along the corridor.



PROPERTIES ACQUIRED



Properties Acquired



Properties Acquired



Properties Acquired



Properties Acquired
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Properties Acquired



Construction Staging



Division Street 
Construction Staging

Stage 1A
• Install Sewer 
• Install Temporary Bridges

Stage 1B
• Construct North Half of Roadway
• Complete Temporary Bridges

Stage 2
• Remove Existing Bridges
• Construct South Half of Roadway
• Construct New Bridges

Stage 3
• Remove Temporary Bridges
• Construction along Elston & 

Halsted

Stage 4
• Install bike lanes & final 

pavement markings



Construction of Division River Bridge
Temporary Run-a-Round During Construction 



Construction of Division Canal Bridge
Temporary Run-a-Round During Construction 



Construction of Division Bridges
Temporary Bridges During Construction 



Next Step

.    Fill out the Comment Cards and drop at the box

.    Written Comments will be accepted until April 26, 2024

.    Email Comments to:   soliman.khudeira@cityofchicago.org 

.     Or mail Comments to:

CDOT-Division of Engineering

2 N. LaSalle St., Suite 820

Chicago, IL. 60602

Attention: Soliman Khudeira, PhD, PE, SE, Section Chief - 

Major Projects

mailto:soliman.khudeira@cityofchicago.org
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