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CUMULATIVE IMPACT ASSESSMENT
CHICAGO INDEX METHODOLOGY

The Chicago EJ Index is built 
upon Chicago’s 2020 Air 
Quality & Health Index, which 
itself is based on the 
CalEnviroScreen model for 
cumulative impacts. The 
model is place-based and 
provides information for the 
entire City of Chicago at the 
geographic level of census 
tract, to allow comparisons 
between individual 
communities. The model 
includes Pollution Burden 
(including components for 
Environmental Exposures and 
Environmental Conditions), as 
well as Population 
Characteristics (including 
components for Sensitive 
Populations and 
Socioeconomic Factors).

Chicago EJ Index Indicators 

Figure 2. Chicago EJ Index Equation

*Environmental Conditions is weighted half as much as the Environmental Exposures 
because the Condition indicators represent risk of exposure, whereas Exposure indicator 
represent actual measured exposures.  


