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AGENDA

•Introductions

•CDPH’s Environmental Health Initiatives
– Environmental Health Vision
– CDPH Office of Environmental Permitting & Inspections
– Data, Innovation & Policy 
– Environmental Justice Investments
– What’s Next?

•Discussion
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HEALTHY CHICAGO 2025

Citywide plan to close 
Chicago’s racial life expectancy 
gap by addressing the root 
causes of health, including the 
environment
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WHAT WE DO

1. Permit facilities/activities with potential 
environmental impacts.

2. Conduct inspections and issue citations to enforce 
regulations.

3. Support collection of hazardous waste and 
cleanup of contaminated sites.

4. Develop policies to protect human heath and the 
environment.

5. Analyze data to drive innovation in environmental 
health.
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PERMITTING: FACILITY TYPES

Underground Storage Tanks

Solid Waste & 
Recycling Facilities

Industrial Facilities

Plus, other commercial and institutional facilities that have the capacity to use or generate pollutants such as dry 
cleaners, motor vehicle repair shops, demolition and construction sites, etc.
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**CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY INFORMATION SUBJECT TO PROTECTION UNDER THE TRADE SECRETS ACT AND FOIA EXEMPT**

PERMITTING AUTHORITIES & CDPH ROLE

• Issues permits for certain types of 
equipment and operations 

• Only issued if zoning and 
environmental requirements are met

• CDPH can require special conditions

• The City’s authority does not extend to 
mobile sources of pollution (i.e., 
freight); this is the purview of 
state/federal agencies

BUSINESS
APPLICANT

ZONING 
Land use

BUILDINGS
construction, 
renovation, 
demolition

PUBLIC 
HEALTH 

equipment, 
operations

U.S./IEPA
emission 

standards, 
equipment, 
operations



8

INSPECTIONS
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• Routine monitoring and inspections of 
permitted facilities to enforce 
environmental laws

• Response to community complaints 
from the 3-1-1 system, such as:
o Construction/demolition issues
o Air pollution, odor and dust
o Spills or dumping in waterways
o Industrial equipment noise
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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS & WASTE
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• Household Chemical & 
Computer Recycling Facility 
(1150 N. North Branch St.)

• Hazardous waste response

• Remediation of polluted sites
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DATA & INNOVATION
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POLICIES
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE (EJ) COMMITMENT

• Expand opportunities for public engagement; 
listen to community voice and lived experiences.

• Advance health equity in all policies with City 
departments.

• Coordinate with Illinois and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agencies on strengthened policies 
and targeted enforcement efforts.

• Use innovative data and assessments to improve 
our understanding of how our local environment 
affects health.
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WHAT’S NEXT?
EJ Investments

With American Rescue Plan (ARP) and bond 
funding, CDPH is investing $30 million in new 
environmental justice initiatives, such as:

o Building internal capacity
o Expanded local air monitoring network, 

co-managed with community
o Remediation of polluted sites in 

overburdened communities (Schroud)
o Cumulative impact assessment
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WHAT’S NEXT?
Cumulative Impact Assessment & Policy

• Chicago’s Cumulative Impact 
Assessment will provide data on how 
environmental burdens and other 
stressors vary across Chicago. 

• This will help us identify 
neighborhoods that experience the 
greatest cumulative impacts and 
inform decision-making around both 
policies and targeted investments 
the City should make.

• Learn more at 
Chicago.gov/cumulativeimpact.
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HEiAP Team and Community Leaders' Support

• Chicago’s Cumulative Impact Assessment has 
been community co-led and co-designed
o Each working group is co-chaired 

by community leaders from 
the Environmental Equity Working 
Group (EEWG) and CDPH staff members

• CDPH's Health Equity in All Policies 
(HEiAP) team co-leads the CIA work and 
supports other EJ policy projects by providing 
technical assistance in capacity- and 
relationship-building to embed equity into the 
process and support the Healthy Chicago 
movement
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WHAT’S NEXT?
CDPH EJ Action Plan

• Enforcement in EJ Areas
• Emissions Inventory
• Realtime Air Modeling
• Environmental Dashboard
• Environmentally Complex Demolitions
• Permit Conditions
• Strengthened Industry Rules
• Transparent Complaint Tracking
• Expanded Community Engagement
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WHAT’S NEXT?
Expanded Community Engagement
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• Launched 
Chicago.gov/envcommunityinfo, 
where community members can get 
updates and register for 
environmental news.

• Developed new outreach and 
education materials.

• Strengthened engagement process 
for consequential facilities.
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