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Presentation Outline 

• Eras in Public Health 
 

• The Chicago Board of Health 
 

• Everything Old is New Again 
 

• Towards Policy Solutions 
 

• Evolution of Public Health Communications & Data 
Availability 
 

• Leadership – Standing Up for What’s Right 
 



Pre-1850’s: Early Sanitation  
 

• Board of Health established 
 

• First sanitation regulations 
passed 
 

• Focus on disease control  



1850-1920: Sanitary Reform 

• Focus on sewers, water, food & dairy 
 

• Reporting of contagious diseases required 
 

• Reversal of river as medical intervention 
 

 
 
 
 



1880’s-1950’s: Hygiene Movement 
• Focus on hygiene and medical care 

 

• First infant mortality campaign 
 

• Services for dental, home visits and venereal 
diseases 



1920’s: The New Public Health 

• Inoculations as major intervention 
 

• Syphilis Control Project – 1937 
 

• City introduces Salk vaccine - 1955 
 



1950’s: Health Care Services 
• Personal health care services 

 

• Focus on low-income populations 
 

• First City Mental Health Center – 1959 
 

• First Neighborhood Health center - 1970 



1988: The Future of Public Health 
• Public health in disarray 

 

• Core Functions of Public Health 
 



1993: The Era of Health Care Reform 



The Chicago Board of Health 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1880 - 
1857 caused the Board of Health to be viewed as a luxury.  It was abolished and its duties were transferred to the Police Department.

A new Board of Health was established in response to the 1866 cholera outbreak.


Jaime7-In the mid-50's, with the city free from smallpox and cholera, the powers of the Board of Health



•Temporary 
Board 
established to 
fight cholera 
 

1834 

•7-member Board 
established by 
State Legislature 

1835 
•Powers 

reduced as 
small pox and 
cholera under 
control 

Mid-1850’s 

• Viewed as luxury 
• BOH abolished 
• Powers transferred 

to Police 

1857 
•New Board of 

Health 
established to 
address 
cholera 

1867 

The Chicago Board of Health 
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1857 caused the Board of Health to be viewed as a luxury.  It was abolished and its duties were transferred to the Police Department.

A new Board of Health was established in response to the 1866 cholera outbreak.


Jaime7-In the mid-50's, with the city free from smallpox and cholera, the powers of the Board of Health



Everything Old is New Again 

1918 
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Everything Old is New Again 

1976 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1918 – flu became reportable
1976 – Largest IZ campaign in city – Swine
2011 -



Everything Old is New Again 

2011 
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Everything Old is New Again 
1910 
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Everything Old is New Again 

2012 
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Everything Old is New Again 

1915 

2009 
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Everything Old is New Again 

1988 
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Everything Old is New Again 

2009 
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Towards Policy Solutions 
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Towards Policy Solutions 



Towards Policy Solutions 
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Communications & Data Availability  
 



Evolution of Public Health Communications  
 



 
 
 

The Evolution of the Message 
 



1938 

The Evolution of the Message 
 



1980’s 

The Evolution of the Message 
 



2008 

The Evolution of the Message 
 



Data Availability 



Data Availability 



Data Availability 



Data Availability 



Leadership:  
Standing Up for What’s Right 





A judge has no business 
dictating what public 
health policy should be. 



facebook.com/ChicagoPublicHealth 

@ChiPublicHealth 

Gplus.to/ChiPublicHealth 

CityofChicago.org/Health 

HealthyChicago@CityofChicago.org 

312.747.9884 
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