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Where is TOD (not) 
happening in Chicago?

90% of new TOD projects 

took place in the North Side, 

Northwest Side, Downtown 

and around the West Loop. 

Little TOD activity occurred 

near station areas in the 

South and West Sides.



Benefits of ETOD



January 2019: New 
TOD ordinance passed 
with advocacy by 
Elevated Chicago 

April 2019: Lori M. 
Lightfoot is elected
Mayor, City of Chicago

May 2019: 
Mayoral 
transition. 
ETOD 
Policy is 
included in 
transition 
report

Spring 2020: Two 
virtual workshops

September 2020: Policy 
Plan is public; features
36 recommendations

Q4 2020: Commitment 
from the City to start 
implementing short-term 
priorities

• Working group expanded 
from 10 people from the 
City & Elevated Chicago,
to 80 + stakeholders 
from neighborhood, local 
& regional organizations

• The Group worked for 18 
months on the Policy 
Plan  

Connected Communities Ordinance Journey



April 2021: New inclusionary 
housing ordinance passed 
requiring ETOD

July 2021: Sec. 
Buttigieg visit 
95th eHub
w/Mayor and US 
Sen. Duckworth 
prior to 
Infrastructure bill 
passing

December
2021: Dept. of 
Housing 
announces $800M 
investment in 18 
ETODs

October 2021: Mayor's 
Office, City depts and 
Elevated Chicago select 11 
ETOD pilots for support

Q3 2021: City 
allocates $10.2M 
for ETOD Policy 
Plan 
implementation 
in FY23 budget

December 2021: Racial 
& Health Equity Impact 
Assessment of 
potential ordinance 
provisions starts

Q4 2021
Aldermanic outreach 
to develop new 
ordinance starts

June 2021: Chicago 
Plan Commission 
unanimously approves 
ETOD Policy Plan

Connected Communities Ordinance Journey



June 22, 2022
Connected Communities
Ordinance introduced

Q1-Q2 2022

Aldermanic 
outreach 
intensifies

July 20, 2022
City Council 
votes (proj.)

July 19, 2022
Zoning 
Committee 
votes (proj.)

May 2022

Media outreach and 
social media 
campaign start

May 2022

ETOD Working Group 
and Elevated Chicago 
members vet 
ordinance provisions

June 2022

Health & Racial 
Equity Impact 
Assessment 
released

Connected Communities Ordinance Journey



Interdepartmental and interagency 
collaboration



Supporting Organizations


