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PCLI CE BOARD
CTY OF CH CAGO
PUBLI C MEETI NG

Thur sday, Septenber 15, 2022
7:30 p.m
(VI A VI DEO and AUDI O CONFERENCE)

APPEARANCES:

MEMBERS OF THE POLI CE BOARD:
GH AN FOREMAN, Presi dent
PAULA WOLFF, Vice President
STEVEN BLOCK

MAREI LE CUSACK

NANNETTE DOORLEY

M CHAEL EADDY

JORGE MONTES

ALSO PRESENT:

ERI C CARTER, First Deputy Superintendent of Police;
JAY WESTENSEE, Chief of Staff of the Cvilian Ofice
of Police Accountability;

MEGAN CARLSON, Acting Deputy |Inspector Ceneral for
Public Safety;

TRACI WALKER, Deputy Chief of the Chicago Police
Departnent's Bureau of Internal Affairs;

BRI AN McDERMOTT, Chief of Chicago Police
Departnent's Bureau of Patrol;

BRENDAN DEENI HAN, Chi ef of the Chicago Police
Departnent's Bureau of Detectives;

ANGEL NOVALEZ, Chief of the Ofice of Constitutional
Pol i ci ng and Reform

TI NA SKAHI LL, Executive Director of the Chicago
Police Departnent's Ofice of Constitutional

Pol i ci ng and Reform

DANA O MALLEY, General Counsel to the

Superi nt endent ;

ELENA GOTTREI CH, Deputy Mayor for Public Safety;
MAX CAPRONI, Executive Director of the Police Board.

MEMBERS OF THE CHI CAGO POLI CE DEPARTMENT COMVAND
STAFF,
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C.
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PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Good evening, all. Good
eveni ng. Hope everyone is great this evening. M
name i s Ghian Forenman, president of the Chicago
Police Board, and | amcalling the Board's Septenber
15th public neeting to order.

To protect the public's health in
response to the COVID 19 pandemic, this neeting is
taking place renotely. Pursuant to the Illinois
Open Meetings Act, | have determ ned that hol ding
this neeting in person is not practical or prudent.
The Gty of Chicago remains the subject of the
Governor's disaster proclamation due to the COvVID 19
pandeni c, and the di sease continues to be a threat,
especially to the unvacci nated and people with
certain health conditions. W are therefore having
the neeting renotely this nonth

This nmeeting is open to the public
via video and audi o conference and is being carried
live by CAN-TV. Menbers of the public are on nute
in order to reduce background noi se and di sruptions.
We have a court reporter this evening nmaking a
transcri pt.

In addition to the Police Board

nenbers, we have several City officials here with us
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this evening. | will begin by taking attendance so
it is clear who is participating in this neeting.
Pl ease say here after | read your nane.
Police Board Vice President Paul a

Vol ff.

VI CE PRESI DENT WOLFF: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Board Menber Steven Bl ock.

BOARD MEMBER BLOCK: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Board Menber Mareil é
Cusack.

BOARD MEMBER CUSACK: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Board Menber Nanette
Door | ey.

BOARD MEMBER DOORLEY: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. Board Menber M chael Eaddy.

BOARD MEMBER EADDY: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Board Menber Jorge Montes.

BOARD MEMBER MONTES: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. First Deputy Superi nt endent
of Police, Eric Carter.

FI RST DEPUTY CARTER  Good evening. Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Chief of Staff of the
Cvilian Ofice of Police Accountability, Jay

VWSt ensee.
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CH EF OF STAFF WESTENSEE: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Acting Deputy | nspector
Ceneral for Public Safety Megan Carl son.

ACTI NG DEPUTY | NSPECTOR GENERAL CARLSON: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Deputy Chief of Chicago
Pol i ce Departnment's Bureau of Internal Affairs,
Traci Wl ker.

DEPUTY CH EF WALKER  Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:  Chi ef of the Bureau of
Patrol Brian MDernott.

CH EF McDERMOTT: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Chi ef of the Bureau of
Det ecti ves Brendan Deeni han.

CH EF DEENI HAN: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:  And if | can ask if
everyone can put thenselves on nute, please. |If
everyone can nute. Thank you.

Chief of the Ofice of Constitutional
Pol i ci ng and Reform Angel Noval ez.

CH EF NOVALEZ: Present.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: It was al ways sonebody in
school. Renenber the kid who said "Present"?
That's Chi ef Noval ez.

Executive Director of CPD's Ofice of
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Constitutional Policing and Reform Tina Skahill.
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SKAHI LL: Here, sir.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: General Counsel to the

Superintendent, Dana O Malley. | can see you. W
couldn't here you. She's on nute. | can verify she
i s here.

Deputy Mayor for Public Safety El ena
CGottreich

DEPUTY MAYOR GOTTREI CH  Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. Great to have you. And
Executive Director of the Police Board Max Caproni.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR CAPRONI: Here.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Thank you. We will now
proceed to the itens on the neeting agenda. W'l|
have tinme at the end of the neeting for public
comrent s.

Once again, nenbers of the public are
currently on mute in order to reduce background
noi se and di sruptions. Wen we get to the public
coment portion of the neeting, we will unnute each
speaker.

We're pleased this evening to have
with us two nenbers of the Cty's Community

Commi ssion for Public Safety and Accountability.
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Commi ssi oners Anthony Driver and Renel Terry, who,
along with five other Chicagoans, were recently
appoi nted by Mayor Lightfoot. They're here to speak
about the Conmmission. I'll turn it over to our
Conmi ssi on nenbers. Wl cone.

COWM SSI ONER DRI VER: Wl cone, everyone, and
t hank you for having ne. It's a pleasure to neet
you all, as we have been appoi nted now for about
three weeks, and we are in the process of getting to
know the Public Safety infrastructure in the Cty of
Chi cago.

|"d like to introduce nyself very
briefly. M name is Anthony Driver, Junior. 1|'ma
lifelong south-sider. M famly and nyself have
resided in the Back of the Yards/Engl ewood community
since the 1960s. And |'ve also had the pl easure of
working to pass this ordinance for the |ast five
years. Was part of the coalition that eventually
canme together to work with the Mayor's O fice as
well as the Cty Council to pass this ordinance.
And | would also Iike to announce

that our first public neeting wll be held Thursday,
Septenber 29th, at 6:30 p.m at Ml colm X Col |l ege.

We woul d encourage everyone to cone out, nenbers of
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the public. This Commssion is really a chance for
you to have your voice heard in the public safety
infrastructure within the Cty and we'd | ove to hear
fromyou. And also would like to plug our district
councils. So right now Chi cagoans all across the
City are getting petitions to run for district
council for each police district. There's 22 police
districts inthe CGty. There will be three district
councils -- district counselors per police district.
We think that is the beating heart of this
ordinance. It gets to the core of what we're trying
to do as far as having a hyper-localized solution to
public safety in our City. And | would encourage
everyone to sign up to run for those positions. |If
you don't want to run yourself, to support soneone.
And I'malso joined by Interim

Comm ssioner Renel Terry. And I'd like to pass to
her to offer remarks.

COW SSI ONER TERRY: Thank you so nuch,
Ant hony. Good eveni ng, everyone. Thank you all to
the Police Board, President Chian, for this
opportunity to address the community. Very excited
about this opportunity.

As ny col |l eague nentioned, |I'm Renel
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Terry. | ama lifelong Chi cagoan and proud
west-sider. | have worked a | ot around police
accountability issues, serving on the COPA Conmunity
Advi sory Council, as well as participating in the

| egislation that actually fornmed COPA back when we
were not as happy with PRA. Had relationships with
vari ous conmmuni ty-based organi zations, officers.

You nanme it, | have those relationships. And so |I'm
really just excited and want to echo the sentinents
t hat Anthony shared to invite all of you out to our
upcom ng public neeting on Thursday, Septenber 29th,
as well as encourage each and every one of you to
engage with us.

We are here to serve and we | ook
forward to bringing forth and elevating all voices
at the table, the community, the officers, those who
are working as it relates to oversight in this
realm So thank you, all, for this opportunity.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. Thank you. So this great
information. So the 29th, 6:00 p.m at Ml colmX
Col | ege.

COW SSI ONER DRI VER:  6: 30.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. 6:30. Do you have a

website up yet? | know the Comm ssion is new. But
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do you have a website? Were could nenbers of the
public find out nore information?

COW SSI ONER DRI VER:  Absolutely. [It's
Chi cago. gov/ Chi cagoConmuni t yConmi ssi on.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:.  Chi cagoComruni t yConmm ssi on.
Chi cago. gov/ Chi cagoConmuni t yComm ssion. And is it
listed on there how | can get nore information if --
let's say if | was interested in running, where
would | find that informtion?

COW SSI ONER DRI VER:  Absol utely. There's
information on there about if you would |ike to be a
part of the Comm ssion for the next year. And also
if you d like to run for any of those District
Counci | seats.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Ckay. And | know you said
that it's petitions. |Is there a tineline when one
has to apply?

COW SSI ONER DRI VER:  Yeah. So each police
district has a uni que amount of voters in the
district, so there's a certain anount of signatures
that you need to get. That's on the Board of
El ecti ons website. So on August 30th, petitioning
began, and | believe Novenber 21st it ends, and you

have until the 28th to turn those nom nating
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petitions in.
PRESI DENT FOREMAN. Okay. Board, any other
gquestions for the Conm ssion nenbers?

So | would Iike to say thank you very
much for stepping up and doing this. It's areally
big responsibility. And, you know, a |ot of tines
you don't get the thank-yous. And so I'll say thank
you in advance. Right? The work that we as the
Board have been doing, a lot of tinmes we don't get
t he thank-yous. And we don't do it for the
t hank-yous.

| strongly encourage you guys to
remenber these days when you were pushing to get
this passed. |It's inportant for our city. And you
guys are now a very intricate part of our police
accountability system And | think that it's
i nportant that we, the residents of the Cty of
Chi cago, support you the sane way on day one that we
support you on day 365. Right? And in order for
the Commi ssion to work, | think it's incunbent upon
all of us, everyone, to nake this systemwork. W
cannot just rely on the Commi ssion to -- or the
Police Board or COPA to solve all of the problens of

our police accountability system It truly wll
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take all of us to be a part of this system
So, again, really, I"'mgrateful for
the work and thank you for your efforts.

COWM SSI ONER DRI VER:  Thank you.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Board, is there a notion to
approve the mnutes of the Board' s August 18th
regul ar public neeting?

VI CE PRESI DENT WOLFF: This is Paula Wl ff.

SO nove.

BOARD MEMBER EADDY: M chael Eaddy. Second.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: The notion i s seconded.
Al in favor, please say aye.

( CHORUS OF AYES.)

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:  Any opposed?

( NO RESPONSE. )

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. The noti on passes.

Qur next regular public neeting wll

be held on Thursday, October 20th, at 7:30 p.m

Whether this will be an in-person neeting or renote
nmeeting will be determ ned closer to the neeting
dat e.

The Police Board neets in executive
session to consider personnel matters and

litigation. Those discussions are closed to the

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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public as authorized by Sections 2(c)(1), (3), (4),
and (11) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act.
A summary of the itens discussed in
t he executive sessions is posted in the neeting
m nutes on our website.
|s there a notion to close future
executive sessions as authorized by the Open
Meeti ngs Act?
VI CE PRESI DENT WOLFF: | nove that as well.
Paul a Wl ff.
BOARD MEMBER EADDY: Second. M chael Eaddy.
PRESI DENT FOREMAN. All in favor, please say
aye.
(CHORUS OF AYES.)
PRESI DENT FOREMAN:  Any opposed?
( NO RESPONSE. )
PRESI DENT FOREMAN: The noti on passes.
We have several police disciplinary
cases on the agenda this evening.
As aut horized by the Open Meeti ngs
Act, the Police Board has considered in a closed
neeting one disciplinary case. The Board will now
take final action on this case.

Regar di ng case nunber 21 PB 2995, is

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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there a notion to find Police Oficer Shel don
Thrasher guilty of using deadly force w thout
justification and to discharge himfromthe Chicago
Pol i ce Departnent?

VI CE PRESI DENT WOLFF: So noved. Paula Wl ff.

BOARD MEMBER EADDY: Second. M chael Eaddy.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: | will now call on nenbers
of the Board for their votes. Wlff.

VI CE PRESI DENT WOLFF: Aye.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. Bl ock.

BOARD MEMBER BLOCK: Aye.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:.  Cusack.

BOARD MEMBER CUSACK: Aye.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:  Door | ey.

BOARD MEMBER DOORLEY: Aye.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN.  Eaddy.

BOARD MEMBER EADDY: Aye.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:  Mbont es.

BOARD MEMBER MONTES: Aye.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN.  And | vote in favor of the
nmot i on.

Voting in favor are Board Menbers

Wl ff, Block, Cusack, Doorley, Eaddy, Mntes, and

nysel f. The notion passes by a vote of 7 to O.
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|s there a notion to adopt the
witten findings and decisions that have been
reviewed by all Board nenbers who participated in
t he case?

VI CE PRESI DENT WOLFF: So noved. Paula Wl ff.
BOARD MEMBER EADDY: Second. M chael Eaddy.
PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Al in favor?
(CHORUS OF AYES.)
PRESI DENT FOREMAN:  Any opposed?
( NO RESPONSE. )
PRESI DENT FOREMAN: The notion passes.

The witten decision in the case on
whi ch the Board took final action this evening wl|
be entered as of today's date, sent to the parties,
and then posted on the Board's website.

There are al so three announcenents of
di sciplinary rulings on the agenda tonight. Board
Menmbers Wol ff, Block, and Montes will make these
announcenents.

VI CE PRESI DENT WOLFF: This is Paula Wl ff.
was randomy selected fromthe Police Board's
nmenbership to consider one matter on which the Chief
Adm nistrator of the Cvilian Ofice of Police

Accountability and the Superintendent of Police did

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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not agree regarding discipline of a police officer.

In request for review nunber 22-16,
the Chief Adm nistrator recomrended that Police
Oficer Steven Smth be suspended for 60 days for
usi ng excessive force during an arrest. The
Superintendent did not agree in that he recommended
the allegations be classified as not sustained and
t hat no discipline be inposed.

After considering the matter, it's ny
opi nion that the Superintendent did not neet his
burden of overcom ng the Chief Adm nistrator's
recomrendati on for discipline.

A copy of the witten opinion wll be
posted on the Police Board's website as required by
t he nmuni ci pal code. Thank you.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Thank you.

BOARD MEMBER MONTES: This is Jorge Montes. |
was randomy selected fromthe Police Board's
nmenber ship to consider one matter in which the Chief
Admi nistrator of the Gvilian Ofice of Police
Accountability and the Superintendent of Police did
not agree regarding the discipline of two police
of ficers.

In request for review nunbers 22-18

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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and 22-19, the Chief Adm nistrator recommended t hat
Police Oficer Mark Pal azzol o be suspended for using
excessive force, arresting a person w thout
justification, and failing to tinely activate his
body-wor n caner a.

The Chief Adm nistrator recomended
that O ficer Erica Hernandez be reprimanded for
arresting a person without justification and failing
to tinely activate her BWC as wel|.

The Superintendent did not agree with
certain findings and recomended that both officers
be repri nmanded.

After considering this matter, it is
nmy opinion that the Superintendent did not neet his
burden of overcom ng the Chief Adm nistrator's
recommendati ons for discipline.

A copy of the witten opinion will be
posted on the Police Board's website as required by
t he nuni ci pal code.

BOARD MEMBER BLOCK: This is Steven Block. |
was randomy sel ected by the Police Board's
nmenbership to consider one matter on which the Chief
Admi nistrator of the Gvilian Ofice of Police

Accountability and the Superintendent of Police did
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not agree regarding the discipline of a police
of ficer.

I n request for review nunber 22-17,
t he Chief Adm nistrator recommended that Police
O ficer Levon London receive a mnimumof a 180-day
suspension up to and including discharge fromthe
Pol i ce Departnent for using excessive force during a
protest in the Chicago Hyde Park nei ghborhood on My
31st, 2020.

The Superintendent did not agree with
certain findings and recommended a 180- day
suspensi on.

After considering this matter, it is
nmy opinion that the Superintendent did not neet the
burden of overcom ng the Chief Adm nistrator's
recomendati on for discipline.

A copy of the opinion will be posted
on the Board's website as required by the nunicipa
code.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Thank you.

Next, | think the First Deputy -- |
don't see his canera on. Let's -- oh, First Deputy,
"1l ask for your report, please.

FI RST DEPUTY CARTER  Sorry about that. Good

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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evening, M. President. Good evening, Board.

Let ne start by recogni zing the Board
and our residents for working al ongsi de the Chicago
Police Departnent. It is only together that we can
enhance public safety and inpact residents and
visitors across Chicago.

Since the last Police Board neeting,

residents cel ebrated Labor Day and joined the Cty's

Mexi can- Ameri can community in commrenorating Mexican
| ndependence Day. Because of our officers'

dedi cati on, both the holiday weekend and this past
weekend's events concluded with little incidents
related to the Ctyw de cel ebration.

The Departnent remains rooted in
ensuring visibility, engagenent, and col | aborati on.

We made sure our officers were
vi si bl e and present in our nei ghborhoods and that
work in our communities has paid off.

As in previous nonths, we maintained
doubl e-digit declines in shootings and hom ci des.
And this year so far there's been a 15-percent
decline in hom cides, wth shootings down nearly 19
percent cityw de conpared to 2021 at the sane tine

frane.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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In the top 55 beats, hom cides are
down 22 percent and the shootings are down 30
percent since we began focusing resources in those
beat s.

Safety is our top priority in every
community. And in just the first 13 days of this
nmont h, officers have recovered 471 guns. Since the
start of the year, we've collected nore than 9000
firearns. That's a three percent increase over the
sane tinme franme in 2021. |In addition, the
Departnent recently | aunched our caravan task force
whi ch enforces ordinances for illegal drifting and
drag racing.

Al ready we've nmade nine arrests,

i mpounded seven vehicles for illegal activity on
city streets and received nore than 20 i npound
requests.

Men and wonen of the Chicago Police
Departnment are working around the clock to nmake
Chi cago safer

At the beginning of the nonth,
officers working in the gang and narcotics division
wi thin the Bureau of Counterterrorism nmade nore than

two dozen arrests and three najor takedowns on the
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west side of Chicago. Operation Shattered Forks,
Operation Casa Di abl o, and Operation Doubl e Stack
tracked gangs, guns, and illegal drugs across the
10th, 12th, and 15th Police Districts for several
nont hs.

O ficers seized vehicles, firearns,
illicit drugs with an estinmated street val ue
totaling over $208, 000 and recovered approxi mately
$130, 000 i n cash.

These takedowns were the result of
steadf ast col | aboration across the Departnent. And
during the operations, gang and narcotics division
shared information with the Bureau of Detectives
that led to the arrest in an active hom cide
i nvesti gati on.

W won't stand for violence or
illegal destruction in any community and we won't
| et gangs destroy our nei ghborhoods.

The nen and wonen of the Chicago
Pol i ce Departnment are working around the clock. W
are not only holding offenders accountable, we're
al so working to restore community trust.

Yout h prograns such as Cops and Kids

Chess and our Sports and Arts Leagues are part of

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

20




N

o o1~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Transcri pt of Proceedi ngs
Sept enber 15, 2022

that effort. They provide safe spaces for students
in Chicago and after school.

And active partnerships wwth the Gty
departnents and agencies |ike Chicago Public School s
and the Chicago Park District, as well as service
organi zations, also help to engage youth and young
peopl e.

The Departnent is also keeping up the
pace when it conmes to recruitnment and building a
di ver se Departnent.

So far this year, we've hired nore
cops than in all of 2019. Wnen made up at | east 25
percent of each of the two graduating classes this
year, and nore than 70 percent of our new officers
were people of color in the last recruit class,
recruit Cl ass 21-6.

We know enhanci ng public safety and
buil ding a better Departnent go hand in hand and
maki ng Chi cago stronger is hard work, but not
i npossi bl e; however, it will always be work that we
wi |l have to do together to make Chi cago safer.

Thank you, M. President, and | wll
turn it right back over to you.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Thank you. Now for the
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COPA report. Chief of Staff Jay Westensee.

CH EF ADM NI STRATOR WESTENSEE: Thank you,
Presi dent Foreman. Good to be wth everybody
t oni ght .

Chief Admi nistrator Kirsten regrets
that she is unable to attend this neeting, so | wll
gi ve our briefing tonight.

| wll begin with a brief report out
on COPA's conpl aint intake and case discl osure data
and then highlight a few other agency initiatives
and provide a brief |ook ahead to 2023.

So to start, in August, COPA received
505 new conplaints and notifications. O that 505,
136 fell within COPA's jurisdiction for
i nvesti gati on.

O those cases within our
jurisdiction, 31 percent of those new conplaints
contain allegations relating to the Fourth
Amendnent; in other words, allegations involving
i nproper search or seizure.

Regardi ng notifications in August,
COPA received three notifications related to
of fi cer-invol ved shooti ngs.

Regardi ng i nvestigati ons concluded in
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August, we closed a total of 84 cases, 18 of those
84 cases contained at |east one sustained
al | egati on.

Across all allegations in those 84
cases -- just to note, many cases involved nore than
one allegation of m sconduct, 47 percent of the
all egations resulted in sustained.

COPA al so cl osed three
of fi cer-invol ved shooting investigations in August.

Turning to conmunity engagenent
efforts, COPA's teamwas active in the month of
August. COPA attended a total of 26 different
events. For exanple, |I'lIl highlight that we
attended the National N ght Qut on August 2nd, which
is an annual community-buil ding event that pronotes
community partnerships with the public safety system
and nei ghbor hood camar aderi e.

We attended nultiple Chicago Public
School events surrounding first day of school. W
attended nultiple nobile Gty Hall events which are
organi zed by the Gty Cerk and designed to bring
City services directly to nei ghborhoods across the
Cty.

And, finally, 1'lIl highlight with the
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support of Conmm ssioner Rachel Arfa and nenbers of
the Mayor's O fice for People with Disabilities,
COPA staff participated in the Departnent of Streets
and Sanitation's Cean and G een initiative by
spendi ng an afternoon clearing and beautifying a
vacant | ot in Engl ewood.

These events are a great opportunity
to get out in the community. And we've enjoyed
communi ty nmenbers I ending a hand in the cl eanup
efforts.

So we are looking forward to
partnering with other City agencies again for
anot her cleaning effort on the west side this nonth.

Rel ative to transparency rel eases,
"1l note that COPA had no new vi deo postings
pursuant to the City's video release policy in the
nont h of August.

Wth that said, we had one rel ease
this past week, which is available for review on
COPA' s case portal.

Rel ative to new or revised COPA
policies, addressing requirenents set out in the
consent decree, COPA had no policies posted for

public coment in the nonth of August. W
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anticipate posting a revised policy addressing
protocols surrounding sworn affidavits later this
nmonth, which will be available for public conment on
our website, which is Chi cagoCOPA. org.

Like all other Cty departnents, COPA
has been hard at work preparing its budget request
for 2023.

|"'mjust -- to give sone backdrop,
| ast year in our budget request process, we focused
our efforts on establishing, staffing, and
operationalizing the video rel ease and transparency
unit which is designed to deliver on transparency
and video rel ease mandates as well as FO A nandates.
That unit is now presently staffed and operational .
So we're very pleased with that. And happy wth the
progress that we've been able to nake with that over
the course of a year.

This year's budget effort will focus
on building capacities to ensure |ong-term Consent
Decree conpliance, positioning COPA to fully inhabit
mandates within its enabling ordi nance, which
address identifying patterns of practices of
m sconduct, highlighting operational policy or

trai ning concerns, and reconmendi ng revisions to
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Chi cago Police Departnment policy and practices.
Finally, 1'll note that tonorrow,
Septenber 16th, wll mark COPA' s five-year
anniversary. This is a proud nonent for COPA, as
wel | as an opportunity to reflect on the progress
during this period.
This progress is reflected in the
qual ity and thoroughness of the agency's
i nvestigative work, robust efforts to advance the
culture of policing, and build trust in the
comuni ty, and provide enhanced transparency.
Police reform and specifically COPA,
woul d not have nade any significant progress w thout
the hard work and dedi cati on of community partners,
public safety | eaders, elected officials, and the
wor k of COPA staff, all of whom have worked so
diligently to pronote accountability for the
resi dents of Chicago, civilian and sworn.
Thank you for the tine. And back to
you, President Forenman.
PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Thank you. And I'Il| just
take a point of privilege to say congratul ati ons on
the five years. | know that it hasn't been al ways

easy. It certainly hasn't always been fun. But
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we're seeing how COPA is truly being a part of this
accountability systemas we all go through this
Consent Decree, right, and we work to nake the
system better. W now have a new partner with the
Commi ssion. And | know that they will work closely
with all of us to ensure that we have a great system
goi ng forward.

| wll now call upon nenbers of the
public who signed up in advance to speak. To ensure
we have tine to hear fromall speakers, there's a
two-mnute tine limt on comments. Those
partici pants unmute yourself when you are call ed,
pl ease dial *6.

| wll call our first speaker, Lolita
Hendrix. Lolita Hendrix. Lolita Hendri x.

Ckay. Qur next speaker, Daje Allen
fromthe Youth Council.

M5. ALLEN. Hello. M nane is Daje and |I'm

part of the Youth Council. And we just recently
rebranded fromthe -- oh, goodness. |'msorry. The
Police Accountability Council and we rebranded to
the Youth Organizing Until Trauma Heals Council, so
we can have a broader scope of issues that we could

deal wth and nmake a -- have inpact on. And right
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now we're at the beginning of our second term Last
year was our first term

And we are just |ike out reaching and
trying to get nore people to conme join. That's
really where we are in the process right now And
ki nd of planning so we can do nore stuff this year
because | ast year we had our panel event. This year
we're trying to do nore and for that we need nore
peopl e.

And so I'"'mgoing to put the link in
the chat for the application, if anybody knows any
young people, | think 16 to 24, that age range, that
woul d be interested.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Can you tell us the Ilink,
because not everyone -- we have CAN-TV and they
can't al ways see.

M5. ALLEN. Oh.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. W try not to really do the
chat. |If you can read it to us, and we can try to
spread the word. You can put it in the chat and
then we can have it and spread the word.

M5. ALLEN:  Yeah.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: |Is there a website we can

go to or --
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M5. ALLEN: It will be on our Instagram

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: And what's your | nstagranf

MS. ALLEN. CYCPA_

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: CYCPA . (@CYCPA_ for
everyone who's social nedia savvy and you can get
all the information.

M5. ALLEN. Yeah. That's it. Thank you very
much.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Thank you. And thank you
again for your continued participation.

For everyone, | think it's critica
t hat we encourage our young people to be a part of
this system They have a | ot nore runway than we
do. And, you know, |'ve personally kind of
w tnessed and gotten to know sone of them |In fact,
even one of the new council nenbers is one of the
Yout h Council nenbers as well, right, so how do we
get our young people involved in making the system
better.
Qur next speaker, Tami ko Holt. Tam ko
Holt. Do we have Tam ko Holt avail abl e?
M5. HOLT: H . Can you hear ne?
PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Yes, ma'am Good eveni ng.

M5. HOLT: Good evening, all. M nane is
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Tam ko Holt, and | am speaki ng on behalf of the
Hendrix famly.

Treasure Hendrix was a young wonman
that was found dead in a police officer's -- a
former police officer, Charlie Bell's, RV |ast year,
August 2021

The famly's concern -- ny concern,
shoul d be the public's concern, is the
non-investigation that took place with Treasure
Hendri x's death. And today we're here to speak on
behal f of that non-investigation. And I'mtrying to
understand that why we don't think that when it's
one of our own, neaning the Chicago PD, why would we
think that the investigation should be nore
scrutinized to nmake sure that everything was done
according to your policies and your procedures.
None of this happened. So many unanswer ed
guestions, just for lay people. |'mnot talking
about people that worked in that space for many
years. |'mtal king about |ay people with comon
sense that has real commobn sense questions. This
has not been answered. And with that being said,
this is not going away. And the inaction of

everyone involved that we trust to have our best
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interests at heart is very disturbing.

Now, we as taxpayers, and as a bl ack
woman living in Chicago, and | see -- |I'mseeing the
surge of black wonen com ng up mssing and pretty
much com ng up dead i n garbage cans and nobody has
nothing to say about it. |It's a problem W're
wat ching. W're pretty nuch starting to rise and
pretty much organize it. |It's a problemthat needs
to be addressed. But when it's one of our own that
we trust to serve and protect, and the agency that
pretty much -- Departnent that's supposed to pretty
much be surroundi ng, serving and protecting the
citizens that we pay good noney to do this, we have
to do sonmething. Nobody is above the | aw

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. Ms. Holt, I'msorry. Your
time is up. But let ne ask a question. |'m not
sure. Are you asking about CPD investigating this?
|"mnot really sure.

M5. HOLT: |'mtal king about all the powers
t hat be and the check-and-bal ance systens we claim
we have in place, where are they? They are not
show ng up. Where are they? Does that nake sense?

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: It does. But | want to try

-- | want to try to not just listen to you, but try
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to see if there's sone action that we can take
rather than just listening to you.
M5. HOLT: And basically what |'msaying is, no

one has contacted the famly concerning this. No

one has even nmade it | ook |ike they were even trying

to investigate this.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. Ckay.

M5. HOLT: To nmake sure that what you say
happened to this young wonman actual |y happened.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: All right. First Deputy,
can | ask you to -- if we need information from Max
to get in contact, is this sonmething | can ask you
to foll ow up on?

FI RST DEPUTY CARTER  Yes, sir. |f she can

give the information to Max, we'll follow up, and
"Il have Chief of Detectives Deeni han give -- |ook
into it.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Thank you very much.

M5. HOLT: Thank you very nuch.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Ms. Holt, I'msorry for you
and the famly's | oss.

M5. HOLT: Thank you very nuch.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Qur next speaker, Yesenia

Puebl a.
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M5. PUEBLA: Hi. Yes. Good evening. Yeah, so

the release of COPA's final investigation is a
dammi ng i ndi ctment of CPD Superintendent David
Brown, Police Board Menber Steven Bl ock, who is on
this call, and Mayor Lori Lightfoot.

| quote fromthe report, "COPA has
determ ned Oficer Solano's use of deadly force
agai nst (redacted) on March 31st, 2021, to be
wi t hout specification and in violation of Ceneral
Order 03-02. COPA further determ ned that O ficer
Solano failed to properly activate his body-worn
canera, failed to properly load his firearm and
failed to follow his training with respect to foot
pursuits.”

The report states, "Accordingly,
"COPA recommends separation fromthe Departnent.”
So this is yet another incident in which CPDis
di sregarding the actions of a killer cop on the
streets of Chicago, while putting a gun back in his
hands.

The mayor-sel ected Police Board
Menber Steven Bl ock made the final decision to

i gnore COPA and siding with anot her nmayora

appoi ntee, Police Superintendent David Brown, in the

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

33




N

o o1~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Transcri pt of Proceedi ngs
Sept enber 15, 2022

pr ocess.
There must be an investigation into
how t he Police Board decided the case and al

records nust be released for the public to see,

i ncluding the statenents of O ficer Solano and Sammy

Encarnaci on, justifying the nurder they conmtted.

The all eged police oversight in
Chicago is rigged at every point in favor of the
pol i ce.

Steven Bl ock was able to bl ock COPA's
recommendati on as a single nenber of the Police
Board. |If he had agreed with COPA s reconmendati on
to fire officers, it would still have to have
proceeded to hearing with the whol e Board.

So the public saw Bl ock's ruling
before we were even allowed to read COPA' s sumary.
At every point in the process, Chicago officials
have deci ded that protecting the reputation of CPD
cane before the openness to the public.

Ant hony shoul d be here today.

Ant hony Al varez, he should be with his daughter and
the rest of his famly that has been denmandi ng
answers since March 31st, 2021.

The entirety of the system of
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policing in Chicago is denying his famly justice.

Evan Sol ano and Sanmmy Encar naci on
must face federal civil rights charges for the
vi ol ati on of Anthony Alvarez's civil rights
i mredi at el y.

Adam Tol edo, 13-year-old fromLittle
Village, he should also be here. He was nurdered
two days before Anthony, which speaks to how police
continue to not be punished for murdering young
people in the Cty.

There needs to be an investigation
for the CPD s handling of cases that lead to the
death by police brutality of our comrunities.
Justice for Anthony Al varez.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Thank you. So to respond
to your comments, our systemis currently set up
that if the Superintendent and COPA have a
di sagreenent, one nenber of the Board has the
opportunity to review the information that both
sides present. Based on that information, that
Board nenber gets to make a deci sion whether or not
t he Superintendent overcanme COPA s recommendati ons.

In that particular case that you talk

about, Board Menber Bl ock made that recommendati on
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based on significant information that he had at his
di sposal. The sane that any of us would. Right?
That's the way our systemis set up. And so --

M5. PUEBLA: | understand --

PRESI DENT FOREMAN.  WAit, wait, wait, wait.

Your tinme is up. You had the opportunity to take a
| ook at our -- at the Police Board to get a good
under st andi ng of what this process is, right?

M5. PUEBLA: And |'m respondi ng.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. You have the opportunity to
go and try to change the way the process works.
This is the way --

M5. PUEBLA: Yeah, thank you. And I'mtelling
you --

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. This is the way that our
process works. W have the opportunity, the sane
way that the Comm ssion cane and they were able to
nmake sonme changes. As the nmenbers of the public, we
have the opportunity to nake changes to our system
This is the way that our systemworks. And so |
invite you to continue to cone back. But this is
the way that our system worKks.

So thank you. Qur next speaker, Fred

McCGee. Fred M Cee.
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Next speaker, Cynthia Hendri x.
Cynt hi a Hendri x.
Qur next speaker Catherine Henchek.
Cat heri ne Henchek.
Next speaker, Kanran Siddiqi.
M5. SIDDIQ: This is Kanran. The rel ease of
COPA's final investigation is a daming indictnent

of CPD Superintendent David Brown, Chicago Police

Board nenber Steven Bl ock, and Mayor Lori Lightfoot.

| quote fromthe report, "COPA has determ ned
O ficer Solano's use of deadly force against
(redacted) on March 31st, 2021, to be w t hout
justification and in violation of General O der
03-02. COPA further determ ned that O ficer Sol ano
failed to properly activate his body-worn canera,
failed to properly load his firearm and failed to
follow his training wwth respect to foot pursuits.”
The report states, "Accordingly, COPA reconmends
separation fromthe Departnent.”

This is yet another incident in which
CPD is disregarding the actions of a killer cop on
the streets of Chicago, while putting a gun in
the -- back in his hands.

The Mayor-sel ected Police Board
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menber Steven Bl ock nmade the decision -- final
decision to ignore COPA and sided wth anot her
mayor al - appoi ntee, Police Superintendent David
Brown, in the process.

There must be an investigation into
how t he Police Board decided this case. Al records
nmust be released for the public to see, including
the statenents of Evan Sol ano and Sammy Encar naci on,
justifying the murder they commtted.

The all eged police oversight system
in Chicago is rigged at every point in favor of the
pol i ce.

Steven Bl ock was able to bl ock COPA' s
recommendati on as a single nmenber of the Police
Boar d.

| f he had agreed with COPA' s
recommendation to fire the officers, it would stil
have proceeded to a hearing of the whol e Board.

The public saw Bl ock's ruling before
we even were allowed to read COPA's summary. At
every point in the process, Chicago officials have
deci ded that protecting the reputation of CPD cane
bef ore openness to the public. Anthony should be

here today. He should be with his daughter and the
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rest of his famly.

| would also like to point out that
there was such a |long delay after your final
rel ease -- COPA's final rel ease on January 27th.
Everyt hi ng you have done has been to del ay and
obstruct justice. These famlies are waiting for
justice and you have obstructed it.

| know what you said about the
process, but really the process is broken. Anthony
Al varez should be here with his famly. Adam Tol edo
should. And we will never stop fighting for
justice. Justice for Anthony Alvarez. Thank you.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Kanran, are you still
t here?

MR SIDDIQ: Yes.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. Did you get an opportunity
to read the decision?

MR. SIDDIQ: Yeah, | did.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: And so | think that there
was a very full explanation as to the evidence that
was there and why the decision was nade. So | woul d
ask you to take another look at it and go --

MR SIDDIQ: | also read the nunerous

violations in COPA s report, the nunerous things
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t hat Evan Sol ano and Sammy Encarnacion did wong. |
mean the fact that a statenment wasn't taken from
Evan Sol ano until |ike April and then they want to
say there was no |i ke possible collusion between the
officers, it's just ridiculous. | nean this has
taken such a long thing. That's not even to say
Superintendent Brown waited |ike 175 days after
COPA's rel ease. He was supposed to nake a deci sion
in 90 days. So there's no oversight. The cops can
kill whoever they want. They've killed -- they've
shot anot her person, Raynond Coner, on the 2100

bl ock of West Adans. There's no oversight, so these
t hi ngs keep happeni ng.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. There is absolutely
oversight. | wll strongly suggest, there is an
opportunity to apply for the Comm ssion for the
District Council positions. W talked about that
earlier.

MR SIDDIQ: Just a rubber stanp for the
police's decision. That's been proven.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. Well, this Conm ssion now
wll be run by the people. You have an opportunity
to participate. So | wll strongly suggest that you

do so.
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Qur final speaker is M. Robert More.

MR. MORE: Yeah, M. Forenman, can you hear ne?

PRES|I DENT FOREMAN:  Yes, sir.

MR, MORE: CGot you. First of all, | never -- |
amon the two mnutes. | don't know what it is. |
don't have a stopwatch on it right now, and | just
run out of time and that's just the way it is. But
| amfinishing all of ny neetings -- | wasn't able
to finish with the following closer. My the souls
of the faithful departed, through the nercy of God,
rest in peace and may perpetual |ight shine upon
t hem

The big problens are | ack of adequate
priority. That's the source of all the problens,
along with the fallen human condition, and the fact
t hat you have a hundred satani c pedophiles --
actually 300, the ten famlies, that push the
buttons and pull the strings and have such enornous
t echnol ogi cal capacity, all the different patents
and trademark applications that have been nade,
classified so that us goyimcan't get that
information and fix all the problens in the world.
There's just so many evils that are invol ved.

What is the basis for the absence of
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t he Superintendent fromthis neeting?

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. M. Mire --

MR MORE: | wll nove on. |'mconplaining
about that because -- pardon?

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Let's not use up your tine
for this.

MR, MORE: Ckay. Got you. [|I'm conpl aining
about that because | can't see how he cannot
participate. Ckay.

Correction fromearlier neeting,
because | have to protect ny estate and nyself. |,
RIJIM Robert J. More is in no way suicidal. Never
has been. Wen RIM stated that anyone ever
commtting suicide, | have been there, RIJM was not
referencing suicidal predisposition. Because RIM
has known for 55 years now that no human bei ng ever
possesses the authority to take his or her own life.

The nessage RIM was endeavoring to

convey was that RIJM has been subjected to tenptation

to despair salvation, which are nost painful,
I ndeed.

And RIM at age 62 understands the
difficulties and suffering a person in a position of

t he Chicago Police Departnent was trying to do the
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ri ght thing.

It is extrenely difficult. You're
between a rock and a hard place. You're Serpico.
You're Terrance Yeakey, the Cklahoma City hero who
was gunned down. Ckay. You are Pat Tilman, the
friendly fire, just ending up dead. And you are in
areally difficult position.

So the institute of Mchael the
Archangel wants it to be known that we're out here.

Dr. Abraham Low, Mental Health

Through W11l Training, RIMcannot recommend this
enough - -

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: M. Mbre.

MR. MORE: Am | done?

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Your tine is up. Yes, sir.
Thank you.

MR, MORE: Ckay.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Thank you. Ms. Lolita
Hendri x, were you able to join? M. Hendrix?

M5. HENDRI X: Yes. Can you hear ne?

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Yes, nmm'am

M5. HENDRI X: My nane is Lolita Hendrix, and |
ama citizen of Chicago, as well as an enpl oyee of

the City of Chicago.
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Last year, ny niece was killed, |
bel i eve, on August 19th of 2021. Here's ny request.
We have the Police Departnent not | ooking at the
case clearly. COPA was present at what was an
aut opsy; however, the famly was never told that she
had even passed away.

COPA was al so present and they
docunented a I ot of information that was contrary to
what was at the scene, according to the Fire
Depart nent.

So we got a | ot of nessed-up
information comng to us as a famly, telling us
this is how ny niece passed away.

Sadly, what we are seeking and what
we are not getting is constant conmuni cation from
the Police Departnent. W're also not getting
i nformation that would have been fromour FO A
request. We're also not getting information as it
relates to how she died. She had -- she had ill egal
drugs introduced into her system and there's
not hi ng that speaks to the Police Departnent doing
further investigation on that. And her case was
closed. And so the officer that did the case

reportedly is a friend or a partner and friend with
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t he person that we believe is the culprit in her
dem se.
We're seeking nore response fromthe
Police Departnent and a clear docunentation fromthe
Police Departnent that attests to how they
i nvestigated this case. Wy were none of us
interviewed to tal k about what we know about our
niece, ny niece? And, in fact, her nother, who is
also on the line but she couldn't get through into
the systemfor sone reason, it wouldn't let her
t hr ough.
So |I'm hoping that the Police

Departnent will reopen this case and that the Police
Departnent will actually do an investigation as it
relates to Treasure Ni cole Hendrix who was, in ny
opi nion, nurdered. And | thank you for your tine.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Thank you, Ms. Hendrix. As
| stated to Ms. Holt, sorry for your loss. The
First Deputy is going to have sonmeone nake sure to
get in touch with you all and get sone additi onal
information. But one thing, Chief of Staff
West ensee, she nentioned that COPA was al so invol ved
at sone point. Can you also -- I'll have Max reach

out to you. Can you also take a look at this and |
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just want to make sure that, you know, we've | ooked
at this in all the matters it's supposed to be

| ooked at and let's get back to the famly to |et

t hem know ki nd of where you are froma COPA

per specti ve.

The first is going to have -- he is
going to look into it as well.

ACTI NG CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR WESTENSEE:
Absolutely. W will coordinate a response here and
reach back out.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN: Thank you very mnuch.

At this tine, all nenbers of the
public who signed up to speak have been called. |Is
there a notion to adjourn?

VI CE PRESI DENT WOLFF: Yes. This is Paul a
Vol ff.

First I want to wel cone the CCPSA
menbers. Congratul ations. Look forward to worKking
with you. And | nove that we adjourn.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. |Is there a second? |'l|
make the second. | can't nake the second.

BOARD MEMBER DOORLEY: [I'Il nake the second.

PRESI DENT FOREMAN. W have a first and a

second. All in favor, please say aye.
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(CHORUS OF AYES.)

PRESI DENT FOREMAN:. Thank you. The notion
passes and the neeting is adjourned. | w sh
everyone peace.

(WHEREUPQN, the proceedi ngs were

adj ourned at 8:18 p.m)
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STATE OF ILLINO S )
) SS
COUNTY OF C O O K)

MAUREEN A. WOODMAN, C. S. R, being first duly
sworn, says that she is a court reporter doing
business in the City of Chicago; that she reported
i n shorthand the proceedings had at the hearing of
said cause; that the foregoing is a true and correct
transcript of her shorthand notes, so taken as

af oresai d, and contains all the proceedings of said

WA

MAUREEN A. WOODMAN, CSR
Li cense No. 084.002740

heari ng.
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