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 1       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Good evening,
  
 2   everyone.  We're going to get the meeting
  
 3   started.
  
 4                 My name is Lori Lightfoot, and I
  
 5   am President of the Chicago Police Board.  I am
  
 6   calling the meeting to order.
  
 7                 The first item of business is
  
 8   approval of the minutes of the Board's regular
  
 9   public meeting held on August 10th and the
  
10   special public meeting held on August 25th,
  
11   2017.
  
12             Is there a motion to approve the
  
13   minutes?
  
14       BOARD MEMBER SIMPSON:   So moved.
  
15       BOARD MEMBER EADDY:  Second.
  
16       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  All those in favor?
  
17                  (Chorus of Ayes.)
  
18       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Any opposed?
  
19                    (No Response.)
  
20       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Motion passes.
  
21                 Next regular public meeting will
  
22   be on Thursday, October 19th at 7:30 here at
  
23   Chicago Public Safety Headquarters.
  
24                 At this time, I ask for a motion



Victoria Legal + Corporate Services
800.827.7708  www.victorialcs.com

Police Board Public Meeting - September 18, 2017

3

  

 1   to close a series of executive sessions for
  
 2   purposes of considering personnel matters and
  
 3   litigation, as authorized by Sections 2(c)(1),
  
 4   (3), (4) and (11) of the Illinois Open Meetings
  
 5   Act.  Is there such a motion?
  
 6       BOARD MEMBER SWEENEY:   So moved.
  
 7       BOARD MEMBER EADDY:  Second.
  
 8       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  All those in favor?
  
 9                    (Chorus of Ayes.)
  
10       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Any opposed?
  
11                      (No Response.)
  
12       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  The motion passes.
  
13                 A report of disciplinary actions
  
14   taken by the Board during the previous month
  
15   has been made available at this evening's
  
16   meeting.  This report and the Board's written
  
17   Findings and Decisions are posted on the
  
18   Board's website.
  
19                 The Police Board, as authorized
  
20   by the Open Meetings Act, has considered in a
  
21   closed meeting two disciplinary cases.  The
  
22   Board will take final action on these cases.
  
23                  Regarding case number 17 BP
  
24   2925, the Superintendent filed charges to
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 1   discharge Police Officer Clay Walker from the
  
 2   Chicago Police Department for possessing a
  
 3   controlled substance without a prescription.
  
 4   The Superintendent subsequently moved to
  
 5   withdraw the charges stating that he will be
  
 6   unable to prove the charges by a preponderance
  
 7   of the evidence.
  
 8                   Is there a motion to grant the
  
 9   Superintendent's motion to withdraw the
  
10   charges?
  
11       BOARD MEMBER FOREMAN:   So moved.
  
12       BOARD MEMBER SIMPSON:   Second.
  
13       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  All in favor?
  
14                 (Chorus of Ayes.)
  
15       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Any opposed?
  
16                   (No Response.)
  
17       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Voting in favor are
  
18   Board members Foreman, Delgado, Eaddy, Flores,
  
19   O'Malley, Simpson, Sweeney and myself.  The
  
20   motion passes by unanimous vote.
  
21                 Regarding case number 17 BP 2934,
  
22   the Superintendent filed charges to discharge
  
23   Police Officer Michelle Bankson from the
  
24   Chicago Police Department for making a false
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 1   statement.  The Superintendent subsequently
  
 2   moved to withdraw the charges without
  
 3   prejudice, stating that the officer has a
  
 4   serious medical condition.
  
 5                 Is there a motion to grant the
  
 6   Superintendent's motion to withdraw the
  
 7   charges?
  
 8       BOARD MEMBER FOREMAN:  So moved.
  
 9       BOARD MEMBER EADDY:  Second.
  
10       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  All in favor?
  
11                 (Chorus of Ayes.)
  
12       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Any opposed?
  
13                  (No Response.)
  
14        PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Voting in favor are
  
15   Board Members Foreman, Delgado, Eaddy, Flores,
  
16   O'Malley, Simpson, Sweeney and myself.  The
  
17   motion passes by a unanimous vote.
  
18                 The Board's decision in the cases
  
19   on which we took final action this evening will
  
20   be entered as of today's date and will be
  
21   issued to the parties.  A copy of the written
  
22   decisions will be posted on the Board's website
  
23   as required by the Municipal Code of Chicago.
  
24                 There's one additional
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 1   disciplinary matter to announce.
  
 2       BOARD MEMBER SIMPSON:  Pursuant to Section
  
 3   2-78-130 of the Municipal Code of the City of
  
 4   Chicago, a civil member of the Police Board has
  
 5   considered a matter on which the Chief
  
 6   Administrator and the Superintendent of Police
  
 7   did not agree regarding the discipline of a
  
 8   police officer.
  
 9                 Case number 17 RR 06 involves
  
10   allegations that Police Officer Dominic Merola
  
11   unnecessarily pointed his weapon at the driver
  
12   and passenger of a vehicle stop and detained
  
13   and handcuffed the driver for an extended
  
14   period of time without justification.
  
15                 The Chief Administrator
  
16   recommended sustaining the allegations and
  
17   suspending the officer for 16 days.  The
  
18   Superintendent recommended classifying the
  
19   allegations as Exonerated.
  
20                 In my opinion, the Superintendent
  
21   met the burden of overcoming the Chief
  
22   Administrator's recommendation for discipline,
  
23   and therefore the Superintendent's
  
24   recommendation will be implemented pursuant to



Victoria Legal + Corporate Services
800.827.7708  www.victorialcs.com

Police Board Public Meeting - September 18, 2017

7

  

 1   the ordinance.
  
 2                 A copy of the written opinion
  
 3   will be posted on the Board's website as
  
 4   required by the Municipal Code of the City of
  
 5   Chicago.
  
 6       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you,
  
 7   Mr. Simpson.
  
 8                 The general orders and other
  
 9   directives issued by the Superintendent of
  
10   Police during previous months are listed in the
  
11   books made available at this evening's meeting
  
12   and are posted on the Police Department's
  
13   website.
  
14                 The next item is the
  
15   Superintendent's report to the Board.  We have
  
16   First Deputy Kevin Navarro.  Do you have a
  
17   report?
  
18       FIRST DEPUTY NAVARRO:  Good evening.  First
  
19   I'd like to say the Superintendent is doing
  
20   well, and that he wanted me to reiterate that
  
21   we are committed to making the Department
  
22   better for everyone, staying true to our
  
23   mission of protecting the City and its
  
24   citizens.
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 1                 Reforms that we are putting in
  
 2   place, and we continue to do, center around the
  
 3   needs to provide better mentoring, support, and
  
 4   training for our police officers so that they
  
 5   are prepared to serve you all in Chicagoland.
  
 6                 The past year and a half we've
  
 7   done several things towards the steps for
  
 8   reform, including launching live scenario-based
  
 9   training, force mitigation, deescalation and
  
10   crisis intervention, which our officers all
  
11   liked those classes.
  
12                 This year we released a revised
  
13   use-of-force policy that is based on input from
  
14   police officers, subject matter experts and for
  
15   the first time citizens.  We released it for
  
16   public comment, two periods.
  
17                  Happy to report that we are
  
18   close to completing the first round of training
  
19   on the policy for all officers.
  
20                 By the end of this year, every
  
21   officer on patrol will be equipped with a Taser
  
22   and a body-worn camera.
  
23                 We've also invigorated our
  
24   officer training curriculum which now includes
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 1   cultural sensitivity training at the DuSable
  
 2   Museum.  Getting great reviews from everybody.
  
 3                 And our Community Policing
  
 4   Advisory Panel just finished three public
  
 5   meetings to review the drafting and
  
 6   recommendations.  This will change how we
  
 7   police in Chicago, especially involving the
  
 8   community.
  
 9                 If you want to take out a pen and
  
10   paper, we launched a website dedicated to
  
11   tracking the progress of our reforms.  It's
  
12   home.ChicagoPolice.org/reform.  You can follow
  
13   the progress of our reforms through that
  
14   website.
  
15       UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Can you repeat that?
  
16       FIRST DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT NAVARRO:  Sure.
  
17   Home.ChicagoPolice.org/reform.
  
18       UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Excuse me.  Can I get a
  
19   chance to address the Board?
  
20       FIRST DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT NAVARRO:  Let
  
21   me finish.
  
22                  We are optimistic and hopeful
  
23   about the direction we're headed, but we're
  
24   also realistic about knowing that there's much
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 1   work ahead of us to make CPD a model agency.
  
 2                 The Superintendent and I will
  
 3   ensure that whatever agreement we put together
  
 4   and put in place with the Attorney General,
  
 5   that it will be put together with input from
  
 6   police officers, subject matter experts and
  
 7   people that we have sworn to serve you.  So
  
 8   thank you very much.
  
 9       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, First
  
10   Deputy.
  
11                 I will now call upon those
  
12   members of the public who signed to speak in
  
13   advance.
  
14                 When your name is called, please
  
15   step up to the microphone.
  
16                 Again, we ask to limit your
  
17   comments to two minutes in deference to people
  
18   who will be coming behind you.
  
19                 First speaker is Delphine Cherry.
  
20   Good evening.
  
21        MS. CHERRY:  My name is Delphine Cherry.
  
22   I live in Hazel Crest, Illinois.  I'm a Cook
  
23   County resident.
  
24                 For me, the topic is senseless
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 1   and preventable, gun violence.
  
 2                 It hit too close to home, because
  
 3   I have lost two of my own children to gun
  
 4   violence in separate incidents 20 years apart.
  
 5                 In 1992, my daughter was 16 and a
  
 6   senior in high school.  She was getting ready
  
 7   for college.  She wanted to be a nurse.  She
  
 8   was a smart, strong, young woman.  And like
  
 9   young people do one night, she went to the
  
10   movie with her friends.  As she was leaving the
  
11   theater, she was struck by a stray bullet and
  
12   killed instantly.  The bullet that fired -- the
  
13   bullet that hit her was by a 14-year-old that
  
14   was given a gun by an adult.
  
15                 My daughter was not the target --
  
16   was not the target of this horrible act of gun
  
17   violence perpetrated by an illegal gun.
  
18                 When she was killed, I was
  
19   pregnant with my fourth child, my only son
  
20   Tyler.
  
21                 20 years later in 2012, December
  
22   23rd, he, too, lost his life to an act of
  
23   senseless gun violence.  Tyler was like his
  
24   sister, Tyesa, a good kid.  Worked at Wal-Mart.
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 1   He was going to school to be an occupational
  
 2   therapist, and he was target shot and killed in
  
 3   front of my home, in my own driveway.  Tyler's
  
 4   murder still remains unsolved.
  
 5                 Since my children were killed, I
  
 6   have worked tirelessly to stop more parents
  
 7   from joining the worst club there is, to be a
  
 8   survivor of members who were lost to gun
  
 9   violence.
  
10                 Through my struggles to stop
  
11   senseless gun violence, I have come to support
  
12   the work of everybody to pass the gun laws
  
13   today here.
  
14                 I've lost two of my kids to gun
  
15   violence.  We need to do something about the
  
16   crime in Chicago.  My daughter was killed in
  
17   Chicago.  My son was killed in Hazel Crest.
  
18                 I work endless hours to try to
  
19   find the way to stop this.  I ask you guys to
  
20   come up with a way, too.  Thank you.
  
21       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, Ms.
  
22   Cherry.
  
23                 Next speaker is Irma Aragon.  Ms.
  
24   Aragon, good evening.
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 1       MS. ARAGON:  My name is Irma Aragon.  I
  
 2   come from the north side.  It is very hard for
  
 3   me to be here.  But 2016, September 7th, my son
  
 4   was killed four houses close to my house, and
  
 5   -- and I'm here because I have a problem with
  
 6   the police.  The police give false information
  
 7   to the funeral home that my son was gang
  
 8   related.  It's not true.  And I cannot bury my
  
 9   son in the place where we pray and everything,
  
10   because all of this false information the
  
11   police do it.
  
12                 And my neighbor, they have more
  
13   information than me, because they attended to
  
14   the CAPS meeting.  I attended, too, but I feel
  
15   like -- I feel a little discriminated at this
  
16   point, because they know more than me.  And
  
17   everything that they say about my son was not
  
18   true.
  
19                 I've attended to the police CAPS
  
20   meeting, District 17, and I had to --
  
21   confronted to the sergeant to ask him like
  
22   that, why you give this information.  He said,
  
23   No, we did not.  But I still hearing this
  
24   problem with my neighbors, with the community,
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 1   because they look different.
  
 2                 I need to work really hard on
  
 3   this.  And I feel like it's not right when the
  
 4   police made these mistakes, because he was not
  
 5   in a gang like they say.  And I'm here because
  
 6   I need help on the north side.  North side have
  
 7   a lot of children, too.  This is not only south
  
 8   side.  And I feel like we don't have the same
  
 9   support like the south side.
  
10       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:   Thank you, ma'am.
  
11                 Our next speaker is Elizabeth
  
12   Ramirez.  Ms. Ramirez, are you here?
  
13       MS. RAMIREZ:  Yes.
  
14       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Okay.
  
15       MS. RAMIREZ:  Good evening.  My name is
  
16   Elizabeth Ramirez.  I'm the cofounder for
  
17   Parents for Peace and Justice.
  
18                 October 23rd of 2011, I lost my
  
19   son to the violence at his own birthday party.
  
20   He gave his life for two other lives.  The
  
21   reason I'm standing is because I know there's
  
22   too many cases and not enough detectives
  
23   working on our children's cases.
  
24                 I know that they're hiring more
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 1   police officers, but why not hire more
  
 2   detectives to work on our children's cases.
  
 3                 We're not telling them to stop
  
 4   doing what they're doing and take care of our
  
 5   children's cases, because all children matter.
  
 6   All children matter.  And a lot of us know our
  
 7   children, and because we're out there trying to
  
 8   get answers to our questions.
  
 9                 I'm a mother that's been out
  
10   there.  And I've gotten my answers to my
  
11   questions.  As I take the information to the
  
12   detectives, to the captain and the sergeant,
  
13   nothing has been done.
  
14                 They had got a group of the guys
  
15   that were involved in a gang except one, the
  
16   one that's taking the credit.  The one that has
  
17   followed me.  The one that has called me to
  
18   tell me to stop.
  
19                 You know, we need help.  I'm not
  
20   up here only for our children that are not here
  
21   with us any longer, I'm here for the children
  
22   that are still with us that deserve to live in
  
23   a better city, a better community, because my
  
24   group is for peace and justice.
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 1                 Our children are here with us.
  
 2   They deserve to be able to play in a
  
 3   playground, be able to feel safe going to
  
 4   school or to a grocery store or to the store on
  
 5   the corner.
  
 6                 We're losing too many of our
  
 7   children to this violence.
  
 8                 And, again, I stand here not only
  
 9   for my child, but the moms that have lost their
  
10   children, too, and the ones that are still
  
11   here.
  
12                 I have two grandkids, 11 years
  
13   old and 2 years old.  My 11-year-old is scared.
  
14   Why should she feel scared?
  
15       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, ma'am.
  
16       MS. RAMIREZ:  Thank you so much.  And God
  
17   bless us.
  
18       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Next speaker is
  
19   Rachel Oliver.  Ms. Oliver, good evening.
  
20       MS. OLIVER:  Good evening.  Today I am here
  
21   in my capacity as a member of the Progressive
  
22   Baptist Church.
  
23                 As our pastor, Dr. Charlie Dates,
  
24   stated some months ago, we are committed to
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 1   working with the Department on efforts to
  
 2   improve community relationships.
  
 3                 It has been shown in numerous
  
 4   communities that personal interaction between
  
 5   officers and the communities that they police
  
 6   serves to humanize the civilian population,
  
 7   especially in regards to cross racial
  
 8   interaction.
  
 9                 Does the Chicago Police
  
10   Department have any plans to encourage this
  
11   policing style, specifically getting officers
  
12   out of their cars to interact with the
  
13   communities they serve?  If so, how can the
  
14   faith community be of assistance?  After all,
  
15   Jesus walked amongst sinners.  Certainly the
  
16   CPD can encourage some efforts for interaction
  
17   between its officers and the citizens they
  
18   serve.  I look forward to your answer.  Thank
  
19   you.
  
20       FIRST DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT NAVARRO:   We
  
21   do encourage our officers to interact with the
  
22   community.  It can be as simple as just getting
  
23   out and saying hello, to playing basketball
  
24   with the kids, jumping rope, getting as close
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 1   as they can to the community.
  
 2                 I enjoy, myself, interacting.
  
 3   And, yes, we do -- what district is your church
  
 4   in?  Do you know what areas?
  
 5       MS. OLIVER:  We're across the highway, 35th
  
 6   and Wentworth.
  
 7       FIRST DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT NAVARRO:   You
  
 8   would be in the 9th District on that side, and
  
 9   they should have a faith-based committee.  I
  
10   can have them reach out to you if I can get
  
11   your information.
  
12       MS. OLIVER:   Thank you.
  
13       FIRST DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT NAVARRO:
  
14   Thank you for offering.
  
15       MS. OLIVER:   Thank you so much.
  
16       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, ma'am.
  
17                 Our next speaker is Jeremy
  
18   Odekerken.
  
19       MR. ODEKERKEN:  Close enough.
  
20       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  I tried.
  
21       MR. ODEKERKEN:  I appreciate it.
  
22                 If I may lift this up.  All
  
23   right.  I'm here as well with Progressive
  
24   Baptist Church.  I am sure you are aware of the
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 1   events that transpired in St. Louis this last
  
 2   weekend with another miscarriage of justice
  
 3   once again.
  
 4                 Truly, we can all agree that we
  
 5   do not want to see this in our beloved Chicago.
  
 6   So we are here to tell you that we are with
  
 7   you, and we are here for you; however, we are
  
 8   going to provide persistent pressure and call
  
 9   you for accountability.
  
10                 Not only do we promise that
  
11   when -- if anything like this happens in our
  
12   City, that we will peacefully and passionately
  
13   protest where needed, but we desire to partner
  
14   with you in whatever capacity for us to foster
  
15   justice when rights and lives are threatened or
  
16   trampled upon.
  
17                 We cannot remain silent while
  
18   another life is taken.  So we plead with you
  
19   now to please thoroughly investigate and
  
20   unwaveringly pursue justice for all claims of
  
21   police misconduct that come before you and land
  
22   on your desks, especially in cases of officers
  
23   that have a pattern of complaints of excessive
  
24   force and race behavior.
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 1                 There was a history of 17
  
 2   complaints regarding excessive force and use of
  
 3   racial slurs against Officer Van Dyke before he
  
 4   murdered Chicago teen Laquan McDonald.  In each
  
 5   of these previous cases, no action was taken.
  
 6                 I do not claim to know that he
  
 7   was guilty of every complaint lodged against
  
 8   him, but I do have to wonder that if action had
  
 9   been taken previously, whether or not something
  
10   different might have happened that night in
  
11   October almost three years ago.  A life could
  
12   have been spared, and there could be a future
  
13   and hope for Laquan.
  
14                 This is all of our City, and we
  
15   want to pursue peace with you.  Because in the
  
16   presence of peace, everybody, both police and
  
17   civilians, can thrive.
  
18                 We want to be in a city which we
  
19   all have a common conviction to find truth and
  
20   justice that is spoken -- to find truth and
  
21   justice where wrongs that are committed are
  
22   being made right and the rights of all are
  
23   respected and upheld.  Thanks and God bless.
  
24       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, sir.
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 1             Michri Stewart.
  
 2             Next speaker, Raphael Vargos.
  
 3       MR. VARGOS:  My name is Raphael.  We are
  
 4   here on behalf of our daughter Alexandra
  
 5   Vargos.  She was killed October 19th, 2014.  It
  
 6   is an unsolved case.  We have had to reach out
  
 7   to detectives.  We are getting minimal response
  
 8   when we call.  There are moments where they
  
 9   can't be reached or they don't call back.  And
  
10   unfortunately, they don't.
  
11                 My daughter was sitting in the
  
12   kitchen waiting for her brother, and she was
  
13   killed in -- sitting in a kitchen.  This is
  
14   outrageous and out -- not unheard of, but it's
  
15   just outrageous that something can
  
16   happen -- she was going to college.  She
  
17   was -- she wanted to be someone.  She wanted to
  
18   give to society.  And we have people out here
  
19   with no conscience, easy accessibility to guns.
  
20                 I know the Police Department is
  
21   trying the best they can, but we need more
  
22   help.  She was killed in the Belmont Cragin
  
23   area.  There is a gang war going on in that
  
24   area.  It is about six shootings, people -- six
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 1   deaths already this year alone.  And we want
  
 2   something done.
  
 3                 We are here on behalf of our
  
 4   daughter.  And we would like justice for our
  
 5   daughter.
  
 6                 We understand that the Police
  
 7   Department is overwhelmed with so many cases,
  
 8   but they need more detectives.  They need more
  
 9   homicide detectives.  They need more -- we need
  
10   help in the City.  The City looks beautiful on
  
11   one side, on the other side there is blood all
  
12   over the street.  That needs to stop.  We need
  
13   to do something.  We need to work together.
  
14   The Police Department with the community, we
  
15   need to work together.
  
16       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, sir.
  
17                 Ms. Vargos, is there something
  
18   you'd like to add, ma'am?
  
19       MRS. VARGOS:  Yes.  I'm the mother of
  
20   Alexandra Vargos.  That's her full name.  At 18
  
21   years old, like my husband said, she was a
  
22   freshman in college and her goal was to be a
  
23   social worker.  That was what she wanted to do.
  
24                 So, as parents, we're doing all
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 1   we can so we could express our concerns and
  
 2   others that don't even realize what's going on
  
 3   out there, because you don't have to be
  
 4   affected or know someone that is affected by
  
 5   gun violence to proceed to help, because my
  
 6   daughter was taken away.  Her innocent life was
  
 7   taken away.  Her dreams were taken away.  But
  
 8   as parents, we can't let her dreams be taken
  
 9   away.
  
10                 So we're going to do all we can,
  
11   but we want justice, and we want the support of
  
12   everyone in the law system.
  
13                 There's too many lives that are
  
14   being taken away.  And it's not fair for
  
15   anyone.  It's not fair for those that want to
  
16   make a difference in the society.
  
17                 We raised her right, and we've
  
18   done all we can, and there has to be something.
  
19   There has to be something in place.  There has
  
20   to be.  It's too much.  Too many young lives,
  
21   older, elderly and young, and it's just too
  
22   much.  We want answers, please.
  
23       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Mr. Navarro, could
  
24   you meet with the Vargos?
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 1                 And also, Mrs. Ramirez, are you
  
 2   still here?
  
 3       MS. RAMIREZ:  Yes, I am.
  
 4       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Both of these, this
  
 5   family and Ms. Ramirez are talking about
  
 6   detectives that haven't responded to them about
  
 7   the status of the investigation of their
  
 8   families, and I wonder if you could speak with
  
 9   them about that.
  
10       FIRST DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT NAVARRO:   No
  
11   problem.
  
12       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Stay at the end of
  
13   the meeting and go see the First Deputy.
  
14       MRS. VARGOS:  Thank you.
  
15       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Our next speaker is
  
16   Carolyn Ruff.
  
17       MS. RUFF:  Thank you for -- good to see
  
18   you.  This is my first time here.  But I do
  
19   have a complaint.
  
20                 March 9th, there was a young lady
  
21   that was abused at one of these chain Missha
  
22   stores in Charlotte, North Carolina.  I'm
  
23   pretty sure if you have not viewed the video, I
  
24   encourage you to go back and look up Missha,
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 1   Charlotte, North Carolina, and view the video.
  
 2                 Well, since that, I organized a
  
 3   boycott here, because the owner of Missha in
  
 4   Charlotte, North Carolina, is also the owner
  
 5   here in Chicago.  And they live here in
  
 6   Chicago.
  
 7                 Well, we've been boycotting that
  
 8   store for over 100 something days, and since
  
 9   then, I've been harassed, put in jail.  I'm a
  
10   70-year-old woman.  And lies have been told on
  
11   me.  And the police on 51st and Wentworth,
  
12   every time we call to explain to them that we
  
13   are being harassed, this is a peaceful protest,
  
14   they seem to take Missha's side.
  
15                 I tried calling the alderman to
  
16   have a meeting with her.  She refused.  And I
  
17   want something to be done, because they are
  
18   not -- they're abusing me as a woman, as my
  
19   right to protest.  And I would like for
  
20   something to be done of a -- they gave me a
  
21   restraining order, which I have not done
  
22   anything to anyone out there, just boycotting
  
23   peacefully, me and a couple more people.  But
  
24   we've complained about the people that work in
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 1   this store.  They've called us the B word.
  
 2   They called us KKK.  They called us the N word.
  
 3   They threw pennies at us.  You name it, they
  
 4   have abused us.  They have abused me, and I
  
 5   wake up every night thinking that they put me
  
 6   in jail for no reason.  No reason.  And this
  
 7   happened August 8th.
  
 8       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, ma'am.
  
 9   Just point of clarification.  Have you filed
  
10   any kind of complaint with IPRA or the Bureau
  
11   of Internal Affairs?
  
12       MS. RUFF:  No, I have not filed.
  
13       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  I don't see anybody
  
14   here from IPRA.
  
15                 Chief -- I wonder if you can go
  
16   around the column.  The chief of internal
  
17   affairs is here on the other side of the
  
18   column, ma'am, and he'll be happy to speak with
  
19   you about your concern.
  
20       MS. RUFF:  Thank you very much.  And I want
  
21   to say to all the parents that have lost their
  
22   loved ones, I'm fighting for justice for you as
  
23   well.  And my heart is bleeding for all the
  
24   young people that have been killed in this
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 1   community, and we got to do something.  We got
  
 2   to do something.  Thank you very much.
  
 3       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Chief Welsh is in the
  
 4   back there.
  
 5                 Our next speaker is Pamela Hunt.
  
 6   Pamela Hunt.
  
 7       MS. HUNT:   I'm here.  Good evening.  Also
  
 8   I express my condolences to the parents who
  
 9   have lost children and to the families.
  
10                 I guess my concern is, the
  
11   easiest thing to do is follow up, a phone call
  
12   with the parents.  That's the easiest thing to
  
13   do.  And why detectives are not doing that,
  
14   it's despicable.  It is despicable.  It goes
  
15   against the very reform that is supposed to
  
16   take place.  The easiest thing to do is to call
  
17   a parent.  I'm just disgusted even thinking
  
18   about that.
  
19                 So I'm here before you today
  
20   because I'm concerned -- attorney Lightfoot, I
  
21   saw you on PBS, you and Shari Runner.  And I
  
22   saw the discussion with the gentleman -- I
  
23   think from the Chicago Police Survivor.  And
  
24   I'm afraid that there are many officers
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 1   currently on the force who take that same
  
 2   position, that people, unarmed citizens, are
  
 3   looking for a payday when they're being abused,
  
 4   or somehow that our stories about abuse aren't
  
 5   real, they're fabricated or they're
  
 6   overexaggerated.
  
 7                 And the Fraternal Order of Police
  
 8   president, I don't know if you met with him,
  
 9   his mentality seems to be pretty much the same.
  
10   So I'm going to the very beginning.  I'm saying
  
11   the issue is racism.  And I'm asking what are
  
12   you going to do about it?  When you talk about
  
13   cultural sensitivity, in my mind, it makes no
  
14   sense to bring people onto the force and then
  
15   try to induct them into cultural sensitivity.
  
16   If they haven't come in contact with a Latino
  
17   or a black person, it doesn't make any sense to
  
18   have that person on the force.
  
19                 So I don't know what reforms in
  
20   the hiring practices, I don't know how are you
  
21   trying to rid yourselves of the racists on the
  
22   force, or how you're trying to prevent further
  
23   racist officers from being on the force.
  
24                 We have a president who is a
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 1   white supremacist, and we have a DOJ head,
  
 2   Sessions, who is a white racist and KKK
  
 3   empathizer, and I am not going to back down
  
 4   from that statement.
  
 5       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you.
  
 6       MS. HUNT:  So I'm asking what are you all
  
 7   going to do about the racism?
  
 8                 Let me say, be the change, that
  
 9   campaign, all I ask is, what are you asking the
  
10   white community to do to change?
  
11                 And Pat Hill, I cannot stand up
  
12   and not mention Pat Hill.  That sister gave her
  
13   life.  She fought for the black community, and
  
14   she exemplified what a police officer should do
  
15   in terms of community policing and really
  
16   trying to just help the community.
  
17                 We're not trying to be
  
18   adversaries, but we're not trying to be victims
  
19   either.
  
20       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you.
  
21                 Our next speaker is Crista Noel.
  
22   Ms. Noel, are you here?
  
23                 Our next speaker is Queen Sister.
  
24                 Good evening, ma'am.
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 1       MS. QUEEN SISTER:  Good evening.  Can we,
  
 2   perhaps, have a moment of silence for Pat Hill.
  
 3                               (Brief Pause.)
  
 4                 Okay.  This is real on this
  
 5   battle field.  Okay.  I want to say, regarding
  
 6   Carolyn, I was over at Missha in January, and
  
 7   we went through and did a license check for the
  
 8   establishment to find that they were violating
  
 9   City ordinance.  The police were called, and
  
10   when they arrived, the only thing they were
  
11   worried about was arresting the black sister in
  
12   the snow suit, and that was me, because they
  
13   had been out there for two weeks bouncing
  
14   around.
  
15                 And that's just another problem
  
16   we have among us as a culture of people.
  
17   Everybody wants to play the game, but don't
  
18   nobody want to take time to learn the rules.
  
19                 So, naturally, I called, and I
  
20   made the necessary complaints with the
  
21   alderman.  My sister knocked on the window and
  
22   told Officer Schiller that a man was down the
  
23   street waving a gun.  He was ready to lock me
  
24   up.
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 1                 Now, when we say to you, I'll be
  
 2   over there this week, we're going to call --
  
 3   and I'm going to call you before I call the
  
 4   officers, because we want a -- we want you to
  
 5   do your job.  We want you to earn your money.
  
 6   We want you to come to that establishment and
  
 7   violate them for not complying with the
  
 8   ordinances and enforce the law.
  
 9                 Our babies are back in school.  A
  
10   lot of them took their summer funds to buy
  
11   guns.  Let's not act like how this goes.
  
12                 On top of that, we discovered
  
13   that there's a young Caucasian with a --
  
14   Caucasian teacher that was distributing guns
  
15   and ammunition to the students.  He represent
  
16   at least ten.  Back on the street.
  
17                 We've also discovered since the
  
18   last time I've been here that the same guns
  
19   that I told you was turned in end up back on
  
20   the street as --
  
21       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Sister, Sister, let
  
22   me first say your time is up.  I'm going to
  
23   give you time to wrap it up.  Don't lean so
  
24   close to the microphone so we won't get the
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 1   feedback.
  
 2       MS. QUEEN SISTER:  I ran into two young
  
 3   guys in the morning walking down the alley with
  
 4   guns because they're scared.
  
 5                 We had a system in place.  When
  
 6   our community officer, who knew me, I'll take
  
 7   the guns and give him the guns, and he turned
  
 8   them in.  He is retired.  And that is no longer
  
 9   in play.
  
10                 So where do we take these guns?
  
11   I couldn't touch them, because I don't want my
  
12   prints on them.
  
13                 So who do we call to -- when we
  
14   call 911, you don't show up because it is not a
  
15   life-threatening emergency  until after the
  
16   trigger is pulled.
  
17       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Sister, I'm going to
  
18   ask you to stop there, and maybe First
  
19   Deputy Navarro can talk to you after the
  
20   meeting is over.
  
21       FIRST DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT NAVARRO:   You
  
22   can call when you have guns for us to recover,
  
23   call 911.  I will guarantee you an officer will
  
24   be there fast.
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 1       MS. QUEEN SISTER:  They document.  We've
  
 2   done it twice this school year.  School hadn't
  
 3   been in a month, and we made two calls, and
  
 4   it's a no-show.
  
 5                 And let me say this,
  
 6   Superintendent, while you are interim here,
  
 7   don't think for two seconds that you're going
  
 8   to deal with DACA and not deal with BLOCA.
  
 9                 I need you all to read Article
  
10   4 -- Section 4 of the United States
  
11   Constitution, and I want to point out this
  
12   invasion and (Inaudible).  That's all I'm going
  
13   to say.
  
14       UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I want to address the
  
15   Board.
  
16       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Sir, sir.
  
17       UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Putting --
  
18       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Sir, sir.
  
19       UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  It ain't about --
  
20       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Queen Sister, you
  
21   made a very serious allegation about a teacher
  
22   trafficking guns.  I'm going to ask you --
  
23       MS. QUEEN SISTER:   Calm down.  We're going
  
24   to talk.
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 1       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Again, sorry to
  
 2   impose upon you again.
  
 3                 I wonder if you'd like to make a
  
 4   report of that allegation against a teacher,
  
 5   specific details.
  
 6                 Chief Welsh of the Bureau of
  
 7   Internal Affairs is here, and I'm sure he would
  
 8   be more than happy to take that report.
  
 9       MS. QUEEN SISTER:   Thank you.
  
10       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Did you say the
  
11   teacher was arrested?
  
12       MS. QUEEN SISTER:   He's been arrested.
  
13   But we understand there was more than one at
  
14   that particular school.
  
15       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you very much.
  
16       MS. QUEEN SISTER:   Can we see what you're
  
17   doing with the money?
  
18                 Can we see something about the
  
19   budget in this blue book?
  
20       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, Queen
  
21   Sister.
  
22       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Our next speaker is
  
23   George Blakemore.
  
24       UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I want to address the
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 1   Board.
  
 2       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Sir, if you'd like to
  
 3   speak, you need to sign up ahead of time.
  
 4       UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I just want to --
  
 5       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Go ahead,
  
 6   Mr. Blakemore.  Good evening.
  
 7       MR. BLAKEMORE:  To the citizens of our City
  
 8   and to Ms. Lightfoot, I told the mayor that I
  
 9   was going to speak about his appointment
  
10   of him.  He was forced to do that.  We can't
  
11   force these people to respect us.  They have to
  
12   respect our money.  I'm not -- we can't
  
13   legislate the law.  No white man have to like a
  
14   black man.  He don't have to like me.  I got to
  
15   like me.
  
16                 Racism has been here and gonna
  
17   stay here.  The only person that have to love
  
18   you, you got to love yourself and respect
  
19   yourself and make people respect you.
  
20                 You have a political system here.
  
21   It must work for you.  You continuously call
  
22   the same political people.  Well, you put them
  
23   there.
  
24                 Nobody have to like me, but me.
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 1                 Now, what about sanctuary and the
  
 2   negative effect that it has on the Chicago
  
 3   Police force.  Bringing drugs into the country.
  
 4   Drug cartel.  Create all type of crime.  And
  
 5   not respecting the law of the United States of
  
 6   America when it comes to immigration and
  
 7   naturalization.
  
 8                 So you are not doing your job,
  
 9   because the mayor told you not to do it.
  
10   Sanctuary.  Don't ask them if they a citizen.
  
11                 I'm a citizen.  If I commit a
  
12   crime, I am a U.S. citizen, and you treat me
  
13   one way.  Those that commit a crime that don't
  
14   belong here, turn them into ICE.  Send them
  
15   back where they came from.
  
16                 Now, wait a minute here.  This is
  
17   out of control.  God bless America.  And I'm a
  
18   U.S. citizen.  My people came here as slaves in
  
19   America.  Not immigrants, but enslaved.  And
  
20   seems like to me that you still want to keep us
  
21   there and put another group when you got
  
22   investigation and your human resource and going
  
23   to use it on these people that don't even
  
24   belong here.
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 1                 And the little dirty secret, you
  
 2   can be a Chicago policeman and do not have to
  
 3   be a citizen of the USA.
  
 4                 And thank you, Ms. Lightfoot.  So
  
 5   much progress obtained because of you.  And you
  
 6   and these other blacks on this Board.
  
 7                 God bless each one of you.
  
 8       UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  I want to address the
  
 9   Board.
  
10       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Sir, you are not
  
11   speaking tonight.  You have not signed up.  I
  
12   have asked you politely.  No, sir.  No, sir.
  
13   I've asked you politely.  Sir.  Sir.
  
14       UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  You all got to police --
  
15       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Our last speaker,
  
16   Mr. Robert More.
  
17                 Mr. More, please.  Wait one
  
18   second.
  
19                 Sir, please take your seat.  Can
  
20   you please take your seat, sir.
  
21                 Mr. More, go ahead.
  
22       MR. MORE:  Robert More speaking.  Executive
  
23   of the archangel.  18, September of 2017.
  
24                 There's been some confusion over
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 1   the most recent meetings as to what day it is
  
 2   and their special meetings.  And maybe on the
  
 3   voicemail after hours a message can be left
  
 4   with the Police Board number, because trying to
  
 5   follow all this has gotten confusing.  I have
  
 6   missed some meetings.
  
 7                 I'm really sorry to hear the
  
 8   troubled infliction of the Superintendent, but
  
 9   that brings us back to the question:  What is
  
10   necessary for the citizens of the City of
  
11   Chicago?  Is the Superintendent cognizant of
  
12   the contents of the conveyances of each of the
  
13   public speakers at each and every meeting?
  
14                 I have to come down here and
  
15   having the -- we have a new -- a different
  
16   deputy superintendent.
  
17                 This isn't like we're in some
  
18   little Petticoat Junction or something where
  
19   there's just one deputy.  It's not Barney Fife.
  
20   I mean there's 13,000 different individuals
  
21   could be sitting there.
  
22                 So trying to accomplish what I'm
  
23   trying to accomplish, it's just -- and now I'm
  
24   just moving on to make a record.
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 1                 So, again, I have respectfully
  
 2   demanded sometimes a stipulation as to the
  
 3   Superintendent at least reading, cognizant of
  
 4   the contents of the conveyances.
  
 5                 Again, what happened on September
  
 6   11th.  We are now 16 years and one week since
  
 7   the September 11th, 2001, atrocity.
  
 8                 The last premeditated murder was
  
 9   (inaudible) victim in January of 2016.
  
10                 40 months and two days the next
  
11   scheduled inauguration.  This is a temporary
  
12   window of opportunity which will be lost
  
13   forever, even if -- I don't know if Trump's not
  
14   doing a good job at all.  He is not bearing the
  
15   burden of the office.
  
16                 Nonetheless, at least we're not
  
17   having attempts to start deportations to the
  
18   camps.
  
19                 My heart goes out to all the
  
20   people who've lost children due to the sins of
  
21   other human beings.  But no gun has ever killed
  
22   anyone.  No knife has ever killed anyone.  And
  
23   the means of self-defense is necessary to keep
  
24   an armed citizenry, the Second Amendment.
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 1                 There's no problem in human
  
 2   history to which more government is ever the
  
 3   solution.  That's simply not the problem.
  
 4                 David Clarke, Milwaukee County
  
 5   sheriff --
  
 6       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Mr. More, you need to
  
 7   wrap up.
  
 8       MR. MORE:  Okay.  Trying to make the best
  
 9   use of the time.
  
10                 The last really important thing,
  
11   I just have to solute the following three in
  
12   law enforcement:  Jack McLain, Ted Gunderson,
  
13   and Terrence Seeke, without your revelations of
  
14   the truth of the first World Trade Center, the
  
15   agenda of the (inaudible) Oklahoma City and
  
16   trying to expose what really happened.
  
17                 I solute all of you (inaudible)
  
18   for all members of the City of Chicago Police
  
19   Department.
  
20       THE COURT:  Thank you, Mr. More.
  
21       MR. MORE:  Thank you.
  
22       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Before we adjourn, I,
  
23   too, want to join the other speakers in noting
  
24   the passing of former Police Officer Patricia
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 1   Hill.  She held us all accountable.  She
  
 2   demanded accountability in a high standard.
  
 3                 I send out our condolences to her
  
 4   family.
  
 5                 I also want to thank our now
  
 6   former Hearing Officer Jackie Walker.  30 years
  
 7   of service to the Police Board.  And want to
  
 8   thank her for her dedication to her tasks.  She
  
 9   will be missed.
  
10                 Now, is there a motion to adjourn
  
11   tonight's meeting?
  
12       BOARD MEMBER EADDY:  So moved.
  
13       BOARD MEMBER SIMPSON:   Second.
  
14       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  All in favor?
  
15                   (Chorus of Ayes.)
  
16       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Okay.  The motion
  
17   passes.  The meeting is adjourned.
  
18                 Thank you, folks.
  
19
  
20                      (WHEREUPON, the proceedings
  
21                      were adjourned at 8:15 p.m.)
  
22
  
23
  
24
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 1   STATE OF ILLINOIS )
                     )  SS:
 2   COUNTY OF C O O K )
  
 3
  
 4           MAUREEN A. WOODMAN, C.S.R., being first
  
 5   duly sworn, says that she is a court reporter
  
 6   doing business in the City of Chicago; that she
  
 7   reported in shorthand the proceedings had at
  
 8   the hearing of said cause; that the foregoing
  
 9   is a true and correct transcript of her
  
10   shorthand notes, so taken as aforesaid, and
  
11   contains all the proceedings of said hearing.
  
12
  
13
  
14
  
15
                          MAUREEN A. WOODMAN,CSR
16                          License No. 084.002740
  
17
  
18
  
19
  
20
  
21
  
22
  
23
  
24

 

scheduling
Maureen Woodman
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