
River Ecology and Governance Task Force 
Development Review Working Group



4/4/23 Agenda 6:00 – 07:30PM 
I. Context Presentation by DPD (5 minutes)

II. Calumet River Fleeting Team Presentation (30 minutes)

III. Q&A with Developer Team (30 minutes)

IV. Internal Working Group Discussion (25 minutes)



I. Transforming Chicago’s unique waterway system into a thriving and 

ecologically integrated natural asset, capable of accommodating the needs of 

people, requires coordinated planning, investment and management

II. Aspire to, and realize no later than 2040, inland waterways in Chicago that are 

inviting, productive and living, that support wildlife in-stream and on their 

banks, and that contribute to our city’s resiliency

REGTF Objectives



Development Review Working Group
Charge of the Group:
• Incorporate principles developed by the System Plans 

working group to align with project reviews;
• Create and follow a process and structure to review projects;
• Provide consensus and standardized input and feedback to 

the City of Chicago and developers on riverfront projects, 
based on the Department of Planning and Development’s 
(DPD’s) Chicago River Design Guidelines.



Planned Development Review Process
REGTF 

Development
Review 



Why is the Task Force reviewing this project?
• A similar-use business was at this location, 

but its license has expired
• Current business-owner wishes to reapply for 

a license here and is required to bring site 
into compliance with Calumet Design 
Guidelines.  

• The new use triggers the requirement for a 
new Planned Development (PD)

• Project is within 100 feet of Chicago 
Waterways

• Location is zoned PMD 6 and within the 
Calumet Region 
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Regulation Context
Adopted by CPC in 2004

Reflects the Calumet Open Space 
Reserve Plan (2005) and Calumet Land 
Use Plan (2002)

More recent planning activities not 
reflected (IIPD, USACE, DPD work). 

Next steps: What else should we be 
thinking about? 
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All new planned developments within 
geography must comply with Calumet 
Design Guidelines (2004)

Key differences: 
• Focus on the entire landscape - wetlands, 

not just the edges.
• Prioritizes habitat and stormwater 
• More Barge Activity – Deeper river
• Dredged for sea-faring vessels. 
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Calumet Design Guidelines



River Dependent Use
• Create fully protected land/water interface
• Leave no areas of erodible soils
• Prevent the direct drainage or discharge of

stormwater to adjoining water bodies, by first routing 
through a BMP

• Drain impervious surfaces next to the water’s edge or 
low permeability materials such as asphalt or gravel 
away from the waterway

• Collect runoff in a stormwater system that uses BMPs 
for pre-treatment, prior to discharge

Calumet Design Guidelines





Zoning – PMD 6 Industrial











River Ecology and Governance Task Force
Development Review Working Group
3025 East 104th Street

FAR South / 10th Ward 
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Prior Site Conditions



Current Site Conditions



















Thank You
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