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RIVER ECOLOGY AND GOVERNANCE TASK FORCE
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW WORKING GROUP
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSIONER CIERE BOATRIGHT



Agenda

I. Context Presentation by DPD (10 minutes) 

II. Development Team Presentation (25 minutes)

III. Q&A with Development Team (25 minutes)

IV. Working Group Only Discussion (30 minutes)



Context Overview



REGTF Objectives

I. Transforming Chicago’s unique waterway system into a 
thriving and ecologically integrated natural asset, 
capable of accommodating the needs of people, requires 
coordinated planning, investment and management

II. Aspire to, and realize no later than 2040, inland waterways 
in Chicago that are inviting, productive and living, that 
support wildlife in-stream and on their banks, and that 
contribute to our city’s resiliency



Development Review Working Group

Charge of the group: 

• Incorporate principles developed by the System Plans working group 
to align with project reviews;

• Create and follow a process and structure to review projects;

• Provide consensus and standardized input and feedback to the City 
of Chicago and developers on riverfront projects, based on the 
Department of Planning and Development’s (DPD’s) Chicago River 
Design Guidelines or Calumet Design Guidelines.
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REGTF 
Development
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Planned Development Review Process



Project Location

Far South

West

Northwest

North

Central

Southwest
South
East

Address: 101-213 West Roosevelt Road / 
  1200-1558 South Clark Street 

Ward: #3 / Ald. Dowell

Community Area: Near South Side

Planning Region: Central



Zoning 
Context
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 1434

The original Planned 
Development was established 
in 2018. 

PD 225

PD 523

PD 169

PD 656

PD 645

Planned 
Development 

No. 1434



Site 
Context

Planned 
Development 

No. 1434

Ch
ic

ag
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r

S Clark St

S State St
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abash St

S Colum
bus St

S Dan Ryan  Expy

S M
ichigan Ave

Cotton 
Tail
Park

Ping Tom
Park

Jones
Park

Roosevelt
Park

CTA - Roosevelt

PD 225

PD 523

PD 169

PD 656

PD 645

SURROUNDING CONTEXT

Adjacent to PDs 225 & 523 
north of W Roosevelt Rd, PDs 
169, 645, and 656 to the east of 
S Clark St, Ping Tom Park to the 
south, and the South Branch of 
the Chicago River to the west. 

Key location to connect 
riverwalk from Ping Tom Park to 
Roosevelt Road and 
developments to the north.

NEARBY TRANSIT

CTA ‘L’ Station - Roosevelt at 
Roosevelt and State with Red, 
Green, and Orange Line Access 
and numerous bus lines.



Amendment to PD 1434
• The proposed amendment seeks to revise and redistribute the 

previously approved bulk and density entitlements across the 
planned development. 

• The amendment will contain revised documentation that 
accounts for the addition of a sports stadium as part of the first 
phase of construction. 

• Additional documentation will address the required riverwalk 
improvements and future phases of development subject to 
future site plan approvals. 

• The proposed amendment will be reviewed at a CPC date in 
the near future subject to the development team providing all 
required documentation to DPD.



Development Team 
Presentation



August 5, 2025 | River Ecology and Governance Task Force (REGTF) Review

CHICAGO FIRE STADIUM AT THE 78



IT'S ALL ABOUT THE RIVER
﻿
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A BOLD VISION FOR THE 
FUTURE OF CHICAGO

﻿
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THERE ARE 77 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
IN CHICAGO— 
WE WILL CREATE 
THE 78TH

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN CHICAGO
62 ACRES

﻿

 4



﻿

 5



﻿

 6



﻿

 7



﻿

 8



﻿

 9



﻿

 10



Transit Connections and open space adjacencies

LEGEND

PLAYGROUND

WATER TAXI STOP

KAYAK BOAT LAUNCH

TENNIS / PICKLEBALL COURT

SOCCER FIELD

BASEBALL FIELD

BASKETBALL COURT

POOL

DOG PARK

SKATE PARK

OUTDOOR FITNESS

PLAZA

BUS STOP

﻿
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bike network

LEGEND

BIKE NETWORK

WATER TAXI STOP

BUS STOP

﻿
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WELLS WENTWORTH BIKE NETWORK﻿

 13



M E T R A

C H I C A G O  R I V E R

13
T

H
 S

T
R

E
E

T

L A S A L L E  S T

L A S A L L E  S T R E E T

W E L L S  S T R E E T

14
T

H
 S

T
R

E
E

T

15
T

H
 S

T
R

E
E

T

R
O

O
S

E
V

E
L

T
 R

O
A

D

C L A R K  S T R E E T

A CONNECTED PEDESTRIAN REALMA CONNECTED PEDESTRIAN REALM
﻿

 14



Fireline District The Courtyards The Wilds

River District

The Stadium

Anticipation

Discovery Respite

Recreation

PlayGathering Social

Escape

A PROGRESSION OF CHARACTER AREAS
﻿
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The Procession

Riverwalk Eddies

River Link

Fire Plaza

The Common

The Pitch

Courtyards & Trails

Riverwalk Culture

Adventure Play  
& Recreation

Courtyard Square
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Gateway

A NETWORK OF DISTINCT URBAN SPACES
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A NETWORK OF DISTINCT URBAN SPACES

Pedestrian Connection to CTA

C H I C A G O  R I V E R

A CONNECTED PEDESTRIAN REALM
﻿
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The 78 will be a true Chicago 
neighborhood—one that 
meets the varied needs of 
residents and visitors

We need a wide variety of 
spaces to meet a wide range 
of needs.

FROM ONE SINGLE-USE SPACE TO A MOSAIC OF DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES

﻿
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We need a wide variety 
of spaces to create a 
richer public realm.

The 78 will be home  
to a mosaic of places: 
different scales, different 
purposes—all high quality

﻿

 19



Applicant:  Roosevelt/Clark Partners, LLC
Address:  101-213 West Roosevelt Road/ 1200-1558 South Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois
Introduced:   March 13, 2019
Plan Commission:  December 19, 2019 SCALE: 1”=400’

N

0                  200               400                600              800ft 

Approximate 
Open Space Areas

1. Ping Tom Park 
Connector 7,000 SF

2. Riverwalk (75’)  
133,00 SF

3. Relocatable 
Riverfront Space 

       41,000 SF
4. North Riverwalk 

Connector  8,000 SF
5. Crescent Park   

275,000 SF
6. 15th Street 

Landscaped Setback 
10,000 SF

TOTAL: 474,000 SF
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PROPOSED OPEN SPACE PLAN
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Approximate Open 
Space Areas

Riverwalk (30’ Min) 
75,000SF
Relocatable Riverfront Space 
95,000SF
North Plaza 
40,000SF
Roosevelt Open Space 
35,000SF
Clark Street Open Space 
15,000SF
LaSalle Street Plaza 
25,000SF
South Soccer Plaza 
9,000SF
South Parcel Commons 
80,000SF
The Wilds 
85,000SF
Ping Tom Park Extension
15,000SF

TOTAL: 474,000 SF

1

2

3

5

6

7

4

1

2

2

3

4

5

8

9

8 7

6

9

Relocatable

Relocatable

STADIUM

13TH STREET

LA
S

A
LL

E
 S

TR
E

E
T

14TH STREET

15TH STREET

2
Relocatable

R
A

IL
 Y

A
R

D
S

10

10

PAST PLAN DEVELOPMENT VS. AMENDED PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Planned Development Boundary

Property Boundary

PROPOSED OPEN SPACE PLAN

Proposed Open Space

Proposed Relocatable Open Space

Site Plan and Landscaping 
Item 5 – Riverwalk and Open Spaces:  

The applicant should provide a 
comparison table and justification of 
the proposed change. This will be a 
key item that open space and river 
groups want to see.

Comment:
Realignment of the framework 
required the previous open space 
network to be rethought.  The current 
open space distributes the same 
amount of open space more evenly 
throughout the development parcels.  

PREVIOUS PD OPEN SPACE PLAN

﻿

 20



previously Proposed riverwalk section﻿
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1

2

3

4

1 2 3 4

EXISTING RIVER EDGE

ERODED TIMBER RIVER WALL

CONCRETE BLOCK RIVER WALL

COLLAPSED RIVER WALL

BRIDGE ABUTMENTS

LEGEND
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CHICAGO RIVERWALK 
~1,958’

78TH RIVERWALK
~2,263’

JETTY

THE FIRE THE FIELD THE COURTYARDS THE WILDS

WATER 
PLAZA

RIVER 
THEATER COVE MARINA

SCALE STUDY
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-

ROOMS

ZONE A ZONE B ZONE C ZONE D ZONE E

“THE FIRE” “THE COURTYARDS” “THE WILDS”       “THE   
CONNECTOR”

“THE FIELDS” 

﻿
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ST. CHARLES 
AIR LINE BRIDGE

URBAN NATURAL

ZONE A ZONE B ZONE C ZONE D ZONE E

“THE FIRE” “THE COURTYARDS” “THE WILDS”       “THE   
CONNECTOR”

“THE FIELDS” 

SETBACKS AND RIVER WALL
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New Naturalized Shoreline*

Stormwater Management Best 
Practices*

Aquatic Wildlife Habitats*

Robust Upland Habitats

Increased Setback

Large Riverfront Park

Nature

Access to Water & Docking 
Facilities 

Expanded Seating Area(s) 

Riverfront Overlook

Recreational Areas

Support Amenities

Recreation

Underbridge Connections

Enhanced Connections to Street 
and Transportation Network

Elevator / Increased 
Accessibility

Cantilevered & Floating 
Walkway

Interpretive Signage

Public Art & Lighting

Connectivity

* Priority items

4.2 Menu of 
Improvements

The menu of improvement items are 
aligned to implement the goals identified 
in Chapter 1 of this document, including 
providing additional open space and 
recreational opportunities, increasing 
property values, enhancing economic 
vitality, increasing environmental 
awareness, and enhancing Chicago’s 
attractiveness as a tourist destination. 
The menu themes are structured within 
three over-arching categories of Nature, 
Recreation, and Connectivity.

Within each menu category are sub-
categories, shown in the graphics to the 
right. These sub-categories include one 
or more specific improvements that can 
be implemented along the River.

4.2.1 Nature Menu 
Items within the Nature Menu improve 
the natural environment, including 
both the river ecology and wildlife 
habitats. Priority items within the Nature 
Menu are new naturalized shoreline, 
stormwater management best practices, 
and aquatic wildlife habitats.

4.2.2 Recreation Menu
Items within the Recreation Menu 
enhance the river corridor as a 
recreational asset and destination. 
Improvements will be designed to attract 
a variety of user groups and promote 
both active and passive recreation. 

4.2.3 Connectivity Menu
Items within the Connectivity Menu 
enhance the river corridor as a 
key component of the City’s multi-
modal system, and encourage the 
movement of people through the City. 
Improvements enhance connections 
between the river corridor and the 
surrounding neighborhoods, and 
promote a variety of transportation 
options along the river. 

Chicago River Design GuidelinesMenu of Improvements

Stormwater Management Best 
Practices*

Aquatic Wildlife Habitats*

Increased Setback

Large Riverfront Park

Access to Water & Docking 
Facilities 

Expanded Seating Area(s) 

Riverfront Overlook

Recreational Areas

Support Amenities

Recreation

Underbridge Connections

Enhanced Connections to Street 
and Transportation Network

Elevator / Increased 
Accessibility

Cantilevered & Floating 
Walkway

Interpretive Signage

Public Art & Lighting

Connectivity

* Priority items

The menu themes are structured within 
three over-arching categories of Nature, 
Recreation, and Connectivity.

Within each menu category are sub-
categories, shown in the graphics to the 
right. These sub-categories include one 
or more specific improvements that can 
be implemented along the River.

4.2.1 Nature Menu 
Items within the Nature Menu improve 
the natural environment, including 
both the river ecology and wildlife 
habitats. Priority items within the Nature 
Menu are new naturalized shoreline, 
stormwater management best practices, 
and aquatic wildlife habitats.

4.2.2 Recreation Menu
Items within the Recreation Menu 
enhance the river corridor as a 
recreational asset and destination. 
Improvements will be designed to attract 
a variety of user groups and promote 
both active and passive recreation. 

4.2.3 Connectivity Menu
Items within the Connectivity Menu 
enhance the river corridor as a 
key component of the City’s multi-
modal system, and encourage the 
movement of people through the City. 
Improvements enhance connections 
between the river corridor and the 
surrounding neighborhoods, and 
promote a variety of transportation 
options along the river. 

43Chicago River Design GuidelinesMenu of Improvements

New Naturalized Shoreline*

Stormwater Management Best 
Practices*

Aquatic Wildlife Habitats*

Robust Upland Habitats

Increased Setback

Large Riverfront Park

Nature

Access to Water & Docking 
Facilities 

Expanded Seating Area(s) 

Riverfront Overlook

Recreational Areas

Support Amenities

Recreation

Underbridge Connections

Enhanced Connections to Street 
and Transportation Network

Elevator / Increased 
Accessibility

Cantilevered & Floating 
Walkway

Interpretive Signage

Public Art & Lighting

Connectivity

* Priority items

4.2 Menu of 
Improvements

The menu of improvement items are 
aligned to implement the goals identified 
in Chapter 1 of this document, including 
providing additional open space and 
recreational opportunities, increasing 
property values, enhancing economic 
vitality, increasing environmental 
awareness, and enhancing Chicago’s 
attractiveness as a tourist destination. 
The menu themes are structured within 
three over-arching categories of Nature, 
Recreation, and Connectivity.

Within each menu category are sub-
categories, shown in the graphics to the 
right. These sub-categories include one 
or more specific improvements that can 
be implemented along the River.

4.2.1 Nature Menu 
Items within the Nature Menu improve 
the natural environment, including 
both the river ecology and wildlife 
habitats. Priority items within the Nature 
Menu are new naturalized shoreline, 
stormwater management best practices, 
and aquatic wildlife habitats.

4.2.2 Recreation Menu
Items within the Recreation Menu 
enhance the river corridor as a 
recreational asset and destination. 
Improvements will be designed to attract 
a variety of user groups and promote 
both active and passive recreation. 

4.2.3 Connectivity Menu
Items within the Connectivity Menu 
enhance the river corridor as a 
key component of the City’s multi-
modal system, and encourage the 
movement of people through the City. 
Improvements enhance connections 
between the river corridor and the 
surrounding neighborhoods, and 
promote a variety of transportation 
options along the river. 

CHICAGO RIVER DESIGN GUIDELINES

4.3.2 - NEW NATURALIZED SHORELINE (PRIORITY)

4.3.3 - STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 	
	 BEST PRACTICES (PRIORITY)

4.3.4 - AQUATIC WILDLIFE HABITATS (PRIORITY)

4.3.5 - ROBUST UPLAND HABITATS

4.3.7 - LARGE RIVERFRONT PARK

4.4.2 - ACCESS TO WATER & DOCKING FACILITIES

4.4.3 - EXPANDED SEATING AREAS

4.4.4 - RIVERFRONT OVERLOOK

4.4.5 - RECREATIONAL AREAS

4.5.2 - UNDER BRIDGE CONNECTIONS

4.5.3 - ENHANCED CONNECTIONS TO STREET 	
	 AND TRANSPORTATION NETWORK

4.5.4 - ELEVATOR / INCREASED ACCESSIBILITY

4.5.6 - INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

4.5.7 - PUBLIC ART & LIGHTING
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ST. CHARLES 
AIR LINE BRIDGE

ZONE A ZONE B ZONE C ZONE D ZONE E

“THE FIRE” “THE COURTYARDS” “THE WILDS”       “THE   
CONNECTOR”

“THE FIELDS” 

SETBACKS AND RIVER WALL

30’ MINIMUM SETBACK 	
10’ EXPANDED SETBACK 
 
RIVER WALL ELEVATION RANGE: 
BETWEEN +11 CCD TO +5 CCD

30’ MINIMUM SETBACK			 
10’-70’ EXPANDED SETBACK
 
RIVER WALL ELEVATION RANGE: 
+5 CCD

30’ MINIMUM SETBACK 	
10’ EXPANDED SETBACK
 
RIVER WALL ELEVATION RANGE: 
+5 CCD

30’ MINIMUM SETBACK 	
70’ EXPANDED SETBACK 
 
RIVER WALL: 
+5 CCD

30’ MINIMUM SETBACK 	
70’ EXPANDED SETBACK 
 
RIVER WALL: 
-5 CCD
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ZONE A RIVERWALK SECTIONS - RIVER WALL ELEVATION +11’

ACCESS TO 
WATER AND 
DOCKING 
FACILITIES

RIVERFRONT 
OVERLOOK

4.4.2

4.4.4

ROBUST UPLAND
HABITATS

LARGE RIVERFRONT
PARK

RECREATIONAL
AREAS

4.3.5

4.3.7

4.4.5

EXPANDED 
SEATING
AREAS

4.4.3ACCESS TO 
WATER AND 
DOCKING 
FACILITIES

RIVERFRONT 
OVERLOOK

4.4.2

4.4.4

ZONE A

EXPANDED 
SEATING
AREAS

4.4.3
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ZONE B RIVERWALK SECTIONS - RIVER WALL ELEVATION +5’

ACCESS TO 
WATER AND 
DOCKING 
FACILITIES

RIVERFRONT 
OVERLOOK

4.4.2

4.4.4

ROBUST 
UPLAND
HABITATS

LARGE 
RIVERFRONT
PARK

RECREATIONAL
AREAS

4.3.5

4.3.7

4.4.5

ROBUST 
UPLAND
HABITATS

4.3.5

ZONE B

EXPANDED 
SEATING
AREAS

4.4.3
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ROBUST 
UPLAND
HABITATS

4.3.5

EXPANDED 
SEATING
AREAS

4.4.3

ZONE C RIVERWALK SECTIONS - RIVER WALL ELEVATION +5’

ACCESS TO 
WATER AND 
DOCKING 
FACILITIES

RIVERFRONT 
OVERLOOK

4.4.2

4.4.4

ROBUST 
UPLAND
HABITATS

RECREATIONAL
AREAS

4.3.5

4.4.5

EXPANDED 
SEATING 
AREAS

4.4.3

LARGE RIVERFRONT  
PARK

RECREATIONAL
AREAS

4.3.7

4.4.5

ROBUST 
UPLAND
HABITATS

4.3.5

ZONE C
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ROBUST 
UPLAND
HABITATS

4.3.5

EXPANDED 
SEATING
AREAS

4.4.3

ZONE D RIVERWALK SECTIONS - RIVER WALL ELEVATION +5’

ACCESS TO 
WATER AND 
DOCKING 
FACILITIES

RIVERFRONT 
OVERLOOK

4.4.2

4.4.4

LARGE RIVERFRONT  
PARK

ROBUST UPLAND
HABITATS

4.3.7

4.3.5

AQUATIC 
WILDLIFE 
HABITATS

4.3.4

ZONE D
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ZONE E RIVERWALK SECTIONS - RIVER WALL ELEVATION -5’

ROBUST UPLAND HABITATS

RECREATIONAL AREAS

4.3.5

4.4.5

ROBUST 
UPLAND
HABITATS

4.3.5

AQUATIC 
WILDLIFE 
HABITATS

4.3.4

AQUATIC 
WILDLIFE 
HABITATS

4.3.4

NEW 
NATURALIZED
SHORELINE

4.3.2 STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT 
BEST PRACTICES

4.3.3

ZONE E

LARGE RIVERFRONT PARK4.3.7
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RIVER PLANT COMMUNITIES

4.3.2 NEW NATURALIZED SHORELINE

4.3.5 ROBUST UPLAND HABITATS

﻿    35



Providing bird nesting opportunities 
for native and migratory birds

Creating environments where human activity supports, 
not disrupts, riparian, aquatic, and upland habitats

Prioritizing safe fish passage

Promoting downstream habitat conditions 

Supporting human connection, education, 
and stewardship with the river

ECOLOGICAL BENEFITS

4.3.4 AQUATIC WILDLIFE HABITATS

RIVER HABITAT

Promoting habitat connection between 
upland, riparian, and emergent habitats

Strengthening the greenway trail corridor

Friends of the Chicago River, Chicago River Wildlife Habitat Connectivity Action Plan
Chicago Bird Alliance, Infographic: Why Chiago Rivers are Ctitical to Birds

Continuing the river edge riverwalk trail system

Supporting created, existing, and future river edge 
habitats with a wildlife connectivity corridor within 
the riparian, aquatic, and upland corridors

Prioritizing clean waterways through stormwater 
management and high infiltration zones

Leverage design interventions to enhance the river’s role as a continuous habitat corridor by 
prioritizing strong connections among upland areas, riparian zones, and aquatic environments.

CONNECTIVITY THROUGH DESIGN

﻿
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RIVER HABITAT

CONSTRUCTED TERRESTRIAL HABITATS 

Benefits: promotes bird, butterfly, 
amphibian, and insect biodiversity 
and provide habitats for other 
urban wildlife, including raccoons, 
mice, coyotes, and more

BIRD HOUSES / NEST BOXES 

Benefits: provides shelter for various 
types of native and migrating birds

BAT BOXES 
Benefits: provides bats a homes 
during the summer

BUTTERFLY / POLLINATOR GARDEN 

Benefits: attracts hummingbirds, bees, butterflies, 
moths, beetles, and other insects and increase the 
productivity of wildlife, food, and landscape plants

4.3.5 ROBUST UPLAND HABITATS

Friends of the Chicago River, Chicago River Wildlife Habitat Connectivity Action Plan
Chicago Bird Alliance, Infographic: Why Chiago Rivers are Ctitical to Birds

﻿
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

4.3.3 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT BEST PRACTICES

LEGEND

STORM SEWER

STORMWATER CISTERN
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MEDIUM RISK FACADE AREA
Greater than 75’ above grade

HIGHEST RISK FACADE AREA
First 75’ of building facade above grade

BIRD FRIENDLY DESIGN
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CHICAGO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY
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THANK YOU!



Question and Answer 
Session



Working Group Only
Discussion
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