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EQUITY IN INVESTMENT
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“The issue here isn’t a lack of government funding. It’s a  
lack of multiplying public investment with private  
investment. That is something that we will change.”

- Mayor Lightfoot



EQUITY IN INVESTMENT
Chicago is Inequitable
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1970 2017

VOORHEES INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO
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EQUITY IN INVESTMENT
Population Trends



Thousands Of African-Americans Are 
Leaving Chicago Each Year. Why?

SOURCE: WBUR.ORG, PHOTO: DANIELLE SCRUGGS



AUBURN GRESHAM
79TH STREET RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

Greater Auburn Gresham Development Corporation



BACK OF THE YARDS 
COFFEE HOUSE

Jesse Iñiguez and Mayra Hernandez



WEST ENGLEWOOD
GROWING HOME

Danielle Perry



ENGLEWOOD RISING PROJECT

Tonika Johnson



EQUITY IN INVESTMENT
Hyde Park

EQUITY IN INVESTMENT
Fulton Market

EQUITY IN INVESTMENT
S Michigan Ave

EQUITY IN NVESTMENT
47th St and Ashland Ave

EQUITY IN INVESTMENT

Roseland

Back of the Yards



CATALYZE 

10
VIBRANT 

NEIGHBORHOODS 
ON THE 
SOUTH 

AND 
WEST SIDES

Austin

Humboldt Park 

North Lawndale 

New City

Bronzeville
(Pullman & West Pullman)(North Kenwood,  

Oakland, Grand Boulevard, 
Douglas  Park)

Englewood

Auburn Gresham

South Shore

South Chicago

Roseland



Strong local community partners

Existing community plans

Access to transit

Existing neighborhood services 
and anchors

Concentration of business 
licenses

FOCUS ON STRENGTHS:

EQUITY IN INVESTMENT
AREAS OF GREATEST NEED

PRIORITY NEIGHBORHOOD  
CONCENTRATED DISADVANTAGE



FOCUS

Public Investments to 
support local priorities

INTEGRATE

New strategies for 
public safety

AMPLIFY

Local assets

Englewood multi-use trail

DRIVE

Private investment to 
build local wealth

839 W. 79th St Polis Station (Studio Gang, on-going)

Northtown Library 
(Perkins+Will, 2018)





CITYWIDE

CITY PLANNERS DEDICATED TO REGIONS

EQUITY IN INVESTMENT
MAINTAIN CITYWIDE FOCUS



WE’RE HIRING!

SEVEN NEW PLANNERS AND URBAN 
DESIGNERS TO JOIN OUR NEWLY 
FORMED NEIGHBORHOODS DIVISION

Visit:  http://www.chicago.gov/careers



COMMUNITY DRIVEN 
DEVELOPMENT

South Shore



INVEST S|W TOOLKIT



INVEST S|W TOOLKIT
BUILDING STOCK



New City – 47th and 
Ashland

NEW CITY 
47th & ASHLAND



AUBURN GRESHAM
79th ASHLAND TO 

HALSTED



2229 S. MICHIGAN AVE. - BEFORE



2229 S. MICHIGAN AVE. - AFTER



INVEST S|W TOOLKIT
TRANSPORTATION



Chicago Ave. - Oak Park Chicago Ave. - Chicago

AUSTIN
CHICAGO AVE & AUSTIN BLVD.



LINCOLN HUB
TACTICAL URBANISM

Lakeview



INVEST S|W TOOLKIT
VACANT LOT BEAUTIFICATION



NORTH LAWNDALE RESILIENT 
CORRIDORS

ODGEN AVE. & TRUMBULL AVE., 2018



VACANT LOT TREE PLANTING



INVEST S|W TOOLKIT
PUBLIC ART & PROGRAMMING



VIADUCT LIGHTING
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA



PHILADELPHIA 
MURAL PROGRAM



CULTURAL PROGRAMMING 
ENGLEWOOD JAZZ FESTIVAL



INVEST S|W TOOLKIT
SHOP LOCAL



NEW CITY 
BACK OF THE YARDS COFFEE HOUSE 

2059 W. 47TH St.



Information Session Schedule

Jan 8, 2020    Davis Square Park, 10:00 AM - Noon

Jan 9, 2020    Chicago Cultural Center, 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM

Feb 7, 2020    Kehrein Center for the Arts, 10:00 AM - Noon 

Additional sessions may be scheduled 
in January and February



NEXT STEPS



Winter 2019/2020

PROGRAM TIMELINE

COMMUNITY 
KICK-OFFS

CONFIRM 
WHAT WE’VE

HEARD

SPRING 2020

REFINE & 
PRIORITIZE 
WORK PLAN

NEW NOF 
INVESTMENTS 
IN EXISTING & 
NEW SMALL 
BUSINESSES

SUMMER/FALL 2020

NEW &/OR 
ENHANCED 

PUBLIC 
EVENTS & 

PROGRAMMING

DEVELOP 
WORK PLANS 

FOR 
2021 & 2022

CONVENE 
COMMUNITY 

PARTNER 
WORKING 
GROUPS

COMMUNITY PARTNER WORKING GROUPS TO MEET BY REGION







Tag us: #INVESTSouthWest
Visit:  http://www.chicago.gov/investsw
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