REPOSITIONING
CHICAGO’S INDUSTRIAL
CORRIDORS
•

RECOGNIZE INDUSTRIAL AREAS AS
CLUSTERED BUSINESS CENTERS
IMPACTED BY DIFFERENT
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

Land use boundary refinements should facilitate projected trends for
different types of jobs growth.
– Shifting character
of 21st century
manufacturing
– Tech-related
employment
– Freight-related
growth
– Traditional
manufacturing

•

Land use regulations
and infrastructure plans
should facilitate the
redevelopment of
underutilized land
currently reserved for
the city’s industries.

•

Changes should enable
the City to widely
market its goals and
foster new investment.

A CONTINUAL PROCESS

RECENT PLANNING EFFORTS AND
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

2013
Chicago Sustainable Industries (CSI)
Established a comprehensive plan to
support and expand Chicago’s
industrial base. Includes 14 policies
and 32 action items

2013
Fulton Market Innovation District
Established a comprehensive plan to
support business growth within an
existing industrial corridor
characterized by old and new uses

PMD
Study

2013
Assessed
effectiveness of
current PMD land
use legislation

Manufacturing
Incubator
Feasibility Study

2014
Identified
demand for new
incubators,
especially
involving food

2014
Proposed new
industrial corridor
between the Dan
Ryan and Norfolk
Southern rail yard

2015
Assessed existing
dock
infrastructure for
industrial users
along the river

GOALS

REFINE LAND USE POLICIES TO MORE EFFECTIVELY
LEVERAGE INDUSTRIAL CORRIDORS CONTINUED
GROWTH AND PRIVATE INVESTMENT

Economic
Vitality

Unleash the potential of select industrial areas for
new technology oriented jobs while reinforcing
industrial activities in other areas of the City.

Transportation
Links

Maintain and improve the freight and public
transportation systems that serve industrial users
and employees in key job centers.

Expand Local
Jobs

Urban
authenticity/
campus
environments

Support new job growth and local job
opportunities, including residents in “at risk”
communities.

Identify the physical features of each industrial
corridor that best exemplify its authentic history
and adds value, fosters demand, etc.

KEY STEPS

2016
1.
2.

3.
4.

Analyze trends in the 26 industrial corridors
Data-driven analysis of corridor system needs
and goals for the near future
a. Determine a feasibility of a funding
mechanism to support infrastructure and
growth
b. Determine corridors where further intense
planning is needed.
Initiate land use plans for North Branch, Pilsen
and Little Village industrial corridors
Interview LIRI’s in Fall 2016 to further inform
the DPD industrial work plan for 2017

2017
Initiate plans for another 2-3 corridors as well as
possible industrial corridor boundary expansions as
needed. This work will be informed by 2016
research and interviews.

KEY STEPS

ANALYZE TRENDS OF CORE JOBS IN
INDUSTRIAL CORRIDORS

KEY STEPS

INITIATE LAND USE PLANS FOR NORTH
BRANCH, PILSEN AND LITTLE VILLAGE
INDUSTRIAL CORRIDORS & DEVELOP
WORKPLAN FOR 2017

MOVING FORWARD

MEETING DATES, DATA, REPORTS,
LEGISLATIVE UPDATES POSTED AT:
WWW.CITYOFCHICAGO.ORG/DPD

WEBSITE

APPENDIX

METHODOLOGY USED TO ANALYZE
TRENDS OF CORE JOBS IN
INDUSTRIAL CORRIDORS

DPD analyzed job trends in four core areas in each of the
26 Industrial Corridors using data from 2002 to 2014. The
core areas are:
• Manufacturing
• Information Technology & Management (Information,
Professional, Scientific & Technical Services,
Management of Companies and Enterprises)
• Moving or storing goods (Utilities, Construction,
Wholesale Trade, Transportation & Warehousing)
• Business Support Services (Administrative Support,
Waste Management & Remediation; Information)
The category of Business Operations Support had
previously been lumped with Moving or storing goods.
However, the NAICS definition for this category lists 30
types of establishments that perform routine support
activities for the day-to-day operations primarily for other
industries. Activities (listed on the next page) include
office administration, hiring and placing of personnel,
document preparation and similar clerical services,
solicitation, collection, security and surveillance services,
cleaning and 11 types of waste disposal services.
Separating these jobs from Moving and storing good
provides a more fine-tuned understanding of the land use
trends in the corridors.
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