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MEETING SUMMARY

SUMMARY OF KICK-OFF MEETINGS

Under Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s direc-
tion, the Department of Planning and
Development (DPD) initiated a public
review process in spring 2016 to
evaluate and refine land use policies
for continued growth and private
investment in the City's Industrial
Corridor system.

This report memorializes the public
outreach efforts that have taken
place by documenting the informa-
tion provided to interested parties,
acknowledges the questions and
general comments that staff heard
during the meetings, and identifies
ways in which participants can con-
tinue to be informed and participate
in the planning process.

MEETINGS

City staff from DPD and the Chica-
go Department of Transportation
(CDQT) held community meetings

in three different locations in and
around the North Branch Industrial
Corridor in order to inform commu-
nity stakeholders of the Mayor's
Industrial Corridor Modernization ini-
tiative. Over 160 residents, business,
and community leaders attended
and participated in the three meet-
ings:

= June 6, 2016 - Ul Labs
= June 7, 2016 - St. John Cantius Church

« June 8, 2016 — Jesse White
Community Center

SOCIAL MAPPING (sMar)

DPD is utilizing an innovative,
cloud-based mapping tool to obtain
community feedback. Until July 5,
DPD will be accepting input via sMap
for the North Branch planning area.
Users can get started by creating

an account at www.smapapp.com/
chicago.

Participants can create their own
custom map, or view and comment
on maps others have created and
shared in the sMap Gallery.

SOCIAL MEDIA

The slideshow and boards presented
at the three meetings have been
posted online at:

= DPD’'s website: https:/www.
cityofchicago.org/dpd

= Medium.com: https:/medium.
com/@ChicagoDPD

» Facebook: https:/www.facebook.
com/chicagodpd

» Twitter: @ChicagoDPD

NEXT STEPS

Using input from sMap and other
sources, DPD will develop a series

of land-use scenarios and present
them to the community in August.
Those scenarios will be further
refined based on community input,
and they'll also be used to help guide
transportation studies, which will
begin in Fall 2016.

The multi-year process will incor-
porate market data, infrastructure
assessments, financial planning,
community input, and other criteria
into framework plans that will serve
to guide future public and private
investments within the corridors.
This process will ultimately result

in a framework plan for the North
Branch and other Industrial Corridors
that will be used by the Chicago Plan
Commission to evaluate develop-
ment proposals and to inform deci-
sions made for future development
in and around the corridor.
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MAYOR EMANUEL'S
INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR
MODERNIZATION

North Branch

AGENDA

June 6, 7,8, 2016
6:00 PM to 7:30PM

Registration begins - doors open

Welcome

City-Wide:
Industrial Planning in Chicago

North Branch:
Area Development History

Current Conditions:
Census Data

Current Conditions:
Land Use / Zoning

Current Conditions:
Transportation

Today's Development Trends:
Challenges and Opportunities

Community and Stakeholder Input

Next steps

Questions and comments/
review informational boards

Meeting adjourned

Eleanor Gorski, Deputy Commissioner, City of Chicago
Department of Planning and Development (DPD)

Kathy Dickhut, Deputy Commissioner, DPD

Erika Sellke, Planner, DPD

Erika Sellke, Planner, DPD

Luis Monterrubio, Planner, DPD

Luann Hamilton, Deputy Commissioner, City of Chicago

Department of Transportation (CDOT)

Gerardo Garcia, Planner, DPD

Eleanor Gorski, Deputy Commissioner, DPD

Eleanor Gorski, Deputy Commissioner, DPD
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MEETING SUMMARY

QUESTIONS ASKED:

How will the City handle the review of
new development proposals submitted
prior to the completion of this planning
effort, i.e. a proposed redevelopment
project for the Finkl site?

The City will review all proposed de-
velopment projects in accordance with
the process established in the zoning
ordinance. The applicants will need

to go through the existing, required
public review processes before any
approval or denial.

Should the businesses currently operat-
ing within the North Branch Industrial
Corridor be concerned about the city’s
efforts?

The City acknowledges the import-
ant role that the manufacturing and
industrial businesses play within the
North Branch Industrial Corridor. The
city's evaluation and eventual update
of policies for the industrial corridor
will certainly take these benefits

into consideration. This process will
potentially provide greater certainty
regarding land uses within the indus-
trial corridor.

What are the facts/data on jobs?

Staff has provided data and analysis
of core jobs and employment trends
within industrial corridors from 2002
to 2014 in this presentation. Data will
continue to guide planning decisions
in the future.

Will the plan have design standards?

Staff may recommend design stan-
dards, particularly along the river
edges and also for transportation
network design.

What planning principles are being
adhered to in the creation of this plan?

An important purpose of this outreach
process is to develop and refine land
use principles which will guide future
growth in the area.

How will this be different from the
current Clybourn PMD?

One objective of this initiative is to
evaluate and update the entire in-
dustrial corridor system, of which the
Clybourn PMD is a part.

Why would businesses make improve-
ments in the PMD'’s if they are going to
change?

This plan will provide greater certainty
for property and business owners as it
identifies potential adjacent land uses.

How is this plan different from CSI?

The CSI plan looked at manufacturing
as a whole and made recommenda-
tions for next steps, and this planning
initiative is one of the next steps as
recommended by the CSI plan, which
will address land use.

What is the difference between land
use planning and zoning?

Aland use planning analysis evaluates
the entire area including the industrial
corridor system, and uses tools, such
as zoning, to accomplish goals and
objectives for a community.

What does the “vacant” designation on
the existing land use map mean?

No active use on the property or in the
building,

What is being done about transporta-
tion issues?

A transportation study will be con-
ducted for the area as part of this
planning effort,

What is the end result of this process?

DPD will create a land use framework
plan to inform and guide future zoning
and land use proposals.




COMMENTS RECEIVED:

= Facilitate the continued success
of the businesses that operate
within the North Branch Industrial
Corridor, and study the impact any
future land uses will have on jobs
within this area.

= Minimize conflicts between
existing manufacturing/industrial
businesses and nearby residents.

= Improving, expanding, or updating
manufacturing uses generally
require high costs (i.e. purchasing
new machinery, adding new
products).

» Consider conducting a “traffic
study” of this planning area to
better understand the current
traffic problems within the area,
and to determine the impact of
future land use changes. The
information contained in the
Halsted Triangle Plan should be
reviewed during this process.

= Consider establishing a Transpor-
tation Management Authority
(TMA) to better facilitate trips
within the corridor, and to ensure
that future development pays
its fair share of transportation
upgrades.

Seek ways to expand the bike trail
network within this planning area.

Engage Metra and CTA early in this
planning process, since they have
significant operations within this
area.

Modify, don't remove, the existing
PMD zoning.

Consider that property prices

are rapidly increasing in the area
due in part to speculation, which
discourages many start-up
businesses who wish to locate in
the area.

Relocate residential properties
on Elston Ave by Stanley's to
“clean-up” the industrial corridor
using TIF funds.

Recognize that several industrial
businesses offer good paying
career opportunities within the
industrial corridor, including
Ozinga (400 employees with a
median wage of $70,000), and

CH Rabinson, who chose to locate
in the area because of the PMD
zoning regulations, have expanded
to 1,000 jobs, and envision adding
another 1,000 jobs.

= Consider that many businesses

have located within the North
Branch Industrial Corridor due

to the ability to use barges for
transpartation on the North Branch
Chicago River.

Increase open spaces within the
corridor, since existing open space
in the area is minimal.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY OF CHICAGO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 4, 2016

CONTACT:
Mayor’s Press Office
312.744.3334

press@cityofchicago.org

MAYOR EMANUEL ANNOUNCES PLAN TO MODERNIZE INDUSTRIAL CORRIDORS
Initiative Will Create Jobs and Drive Neighborhood Investment by Updating Industrial Corridors

Mayor Rahm Emanuel today announced an initiative to generate more jobs and investment in
Chicago’s neighborhoods by reviewing and improving land use policies in many of the city’s 26
designated industrial corridors. The Mayor is launching a public review process that will focus on
modernizing restrictive zoning in these corridors and benefiting the entire city with new
opportunities for investment, neighborhood jobs and economic development.

The initiative will reinforce the city’s existing manufacturing sector by supporting site development
improvements that are critical for industrial job growth. It will also create modern zoning policies
to support the redevelopment of underutilized industrial land that has a blighting effect, and
generate investment to bring manufacturing jobs to neighborhoods that need economic growth.

“This initiative builds on the new norm we are establishing in Chicago where our thriving areas will
help our neighborhoods in need of investment. By modernizing Chicago’s industrial corridors, we
can generate economic and job opportunities for residents throughout the city,” Mayor Emanuel
said. “This initiative will also serve as another chapter in a much larger story about the return and
resurgence of manufacturing and technology jobs right here in the city of Chicago.”

A review and public input process will lead to formal recommendations to City Council to
accomplish three primary goals:

e Develop ideas to improve industrial corridors that have the potential for new or
continued manufacturing growth. In these corridors, the city will review market analyses
and develop ideas for improvements and potential corridor boundary expansions to ensure
they are more competitive.

e Reform some industrial corridors to unlock new economic growth where industry is
no longer the main driver. In areas such as the North Branch, where traditional industry is
no longer the main economic driver and properties like the former A. Finkl & Sons Co. site
are stagnant, the city will review existing and potential land uses to accommodate market
demand for potential technology, commercial, residential or retail development.

121 NORTH LASALLE STREET, ROOM 507, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602



e (reate a new funding tool to invest in industrial job centers, many of which are in
proximity to neighborhoods in need of economic growth. To help address Chicago’s
shifting industrial landscape and increase the economic competitiveness of local
neighborhoods, the Mayor will propose a fee on non-industrial developments in industrial
corridors. That fee structure will be based on the impact those developments have on the
city’s overall industrial landscape. The funds generated will be dedicated to two purposes:
supporting industrial expansion and manufacturing jobs in proximity to neighborhoods that
need support, and supporting area infrastructure improvements to corridors transitioning
away from traditional industrial use.

The city will work with local aldermen to conduct a series of public meetings with industrial
business owners, property owners and other community stakeholders, and will engage consultants
to assist with the land use studies. Initial meetings will start this spring and focus on certain key
corridors, including North Branch, Pilsen, Little Village, and Roosevelt/Cicero. Subsequent to that
community input, formalized plans will be created to guide the reforms and related improvements.

This initiative was introduced initially in the Mayor’s second-term transition report, which
proposed re-imagining the city’s Planned Manufacturing Districts to support modern development.
It also follows a planning process formalized by DPD in 2013 with the "Chicago Sustainable
Industries" (CSI) plan, which was adopted to guide the city’s support of industry and
manufacturing. CSI's primary action items directly address the city’s need to assess and update
decades-old policies and city code regarding industrial corridor boundaries, PMD boundaries, and
zoning ordinances.

“This proposal will create jobs and economic growth throughout Chicago by giving the city tools to
support our manufacturers and modernize areas of the city that have changed over time,” Alderman
Daniel Solis (25th) said. “It will also compliment the Mayor’s initiative to reform the downtown
zoning bonus system to generate new neighborhood commercial investment, which I look forward
to introducing in the City Council this month.”

“For Chicago to maintain and build on its legacy as one of the world’s premier manufacturing and
job centers, our policies must evolve as well, on behalf of existing firms, on behalf of new firms, and
on behalf of the neighborhoods that need and support them,” Planning Commissioner David L.
Reifman said. “We need to directly address how our land use policies impact the shifting character
of 21st century manufacturing, tech-related employment, freight-related growth, and traditional
manufacturing.”

This initiative will build on the work the Emanuel administration has done to grow and support
existing manufacturers while bringing new ones to Chicago. Business assistance programs like Tax
Increment Financing (TIF), TIFWorks, property tax incentives and others have been essential in
keeping Vienna Beef in Chicago, attracting a new Whole Foods distribution center and the Method
Manufacturing plant to Pullman, building the UI Labs Digital Manufacturing and Design Institute on
Goose Island, and expanding the Cedar Concepts chemical manufacturing complex on the South
Side. The city has also recently designated the Northwest Highway and Wright Business Park
industrial corridors on the Northwest Side and established the Fulton Market Innovation District to
encourage new investment on the Near West Side.

The initiative supports Mayor Emanuel’s initiative to strategically leverage localized economic
development trends on behalf of the entire city. In February, the Mayor announced an initiative that
will generate millions of dollars in new investment into communities that need economic
opportunities by allowing developers to obtain zoning density bonuses for construction projects in
the downtown area in exchange for investments to support neighborhoods in-need.

The Mayor also recently reformed the Affordable Requirements Ordinance (ARO) to expand
affordable housing development in local neighborhoods for projects involving city assistance. The
ARO reform ordinance is estimated to generate an estimated 1,200 units, create 2,500 new jobs,
and generate nearly $200 million in local income.
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Curbed Chicago:

City Hosts First North Branch Industrial Corridor ™
Modernization Meeting

Ar upee

Tverr

DNA INFO:

L % Puliics Real Estate

What's Next For Finkl Steel And Clybourn Corridor? City
Moves To Chart Path

Bloom | Jume 7, 2016 8:302m
a_bloom_

LINCOLN PARK — City officials on
Monday laid out a timetable for
an unprecedented plan t

would apen up the Clybou
Corridor, including the Fink1 Steel
site, to more types of development
Deyond the industrial

Tha city kicked off the six-month
process with 2 community e Pl Eaption [P
meeting Monday at Ul Labs, 1415 3.

Chercy Ave., to get neighbor feedback on a study analyzing the patterns and trends of

the greater neighborhood area, or the North Branch Industrial Corridor.

Using eomumunity inpu, the eity will develop a plan for the area beglning July
5. wihiely will inelude new “Tand use seenarios.”

MEDIA / PRESS COVERAGE

Chicago Tribune:

f v =@

Timeline set for Finkl, North Branch
redevelopment plans

Ty Becky Yerak - Contact Reporter

he city of Chicagp plans to have final land-use guidelines in place early next vear for
& passible redevelopment of the North Branch industrial corvidor, which includes
the vacated Finld steel plant site,

Chicago planning and developiment officlals, speaking o a erowd of more than 100 4t 4
‘meating Monday night, laid aut a timeline for a plan that could inject life into sleepy parts
of the North Branch industrial corridor in Chicago. The eity has said it's contemplating
opening up that industrial avea, and eventually others, to retail, residential, technology or

commareial Asalanmant Tindarsad industrial land has o "hlishtine sfact * tha st has

Inside Booster:

North Branch Corridor future being debated
“City’s moves amajor threat”
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POWERPOINT SLIDES

Previous Plans for Chicago’s Industrial Corridor System

MNorth Branch, Pilsenand
Little village will be the first
corridorsto be updated
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Employment Trends Employment Trends
Analysis of Jobsin the North Branch Industrial Corridor

support services which i acreasing wiih
info: & toch rising in past Kinzie)
o & Tecn
{Largest number af jabs are eiher information
tachnalogy ana Management or business
#Uppon seevices and acs growing n Noith Branch)

North Branch Industrial Corridor

the existing North Branch Industrial
Corridor, with a broader lookto a %
mile boundary to capturethe full

| picture of the area and the
connections between the
EEEEEE iding neighborhoods

- ] ~ The study area will be focused on

The project purpose:
Develop land use scenariosthrough
the careful review and analyses of
existing conditions, previous plans,
community input and development
Sy trendsto:

1. guide future development and

2. informa coordinating
transportation plan
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Existing Land Uses
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Existing Land Uses - Residential

DPD CDOT

15

19

Restaurants.

20

Existing Land Uses - Office

Technology
Creative
Logistics

Event Production

DPD CDOT

21

Big Box
Grocery
b Building Materials
Manufacturing
Laboratories
DPD CDOT DPD CDOT
22 23

Existing Land Uses — Transportation + Utilities

ComEd Transformers
Truck Distribution Centers.
TrashProcessing

ﬁ DPD CDGT

24
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POWERPOINT SLIDES

Existing Zoning

Industrial Zoning

Planned Manufacturing

Districts (PMDs)

— Each PMD must encompass a
minimum of 5 acres of land

— Allowable uses tend to
correspond to the M3 district

— Several have sub districts
which exclude heavier
industrial uses and allow
office and retail usesto a
greater extent than in all
other industrial zoning
districts

DPD CDOT

MEETING SUMMARY

17

31

Existing Zoning

Allowed Uses in Industrial
Zoning Districts

* Office: upto 9,000 square feetinall
PMDs

* High Tech Office and Data Centers
allowed in all M districtsand PMDs.

* Restaurantsand Tavernsallowedin
allM districts and inall but a few
parts of PMDs

PR CDOT

Existing Zoning

Transportation —Transit/Walking

TransitCommute Data
6.2% higher thanthecity average
(2B.6% vs. 26.9%)
Peopletakingtransit to work inthe
Study Area inaeased 5% from 2009 to
2014

Walking Commute Data
133% higher thanthe city average
(15.5% vs. 6.7%)
Peoplewalking towork inthe Study
Area incressed 30% from 2009 to 2014
Mode share of peoplewalkingto work
in the Study Area incressed 16% from
2009 to 2014

* 53% of the NBICand 65% of the Study
Area iswithina10-minutewalkof aCTA
or Metra Station

DPPD CDOT

32

(R) Residential Zoning Districts
* Permit residential and residertia-

compatibleuses

— RS:Single-family

— RT:Two-flas andtownhouses
— RM: Multi-family

(B) Business Zoning Districts
* Accommodate retail, service and

commerdal uses

— B1: Neighborhood Shopping District
— B2:Neighborhood Mixed-Use District
— B3:Community Shopping District

(C) Commercial Zoning Districts
* Accommodate moreintenseresil,

serviceand commerdal uses

— C1: Neighborhood Commercial
District

— C2: Motor Vehicle-Related
Commercial District

— (3: Commercial, Manufacturing and
Employment District

33

Transportation — Transit/Walking

Average Weekday Ridership - CTA Train Stations within the
North Branch Industrial Corridor

.E‘\|\\\\I\\l
e

2002 2003 2004 3005 2006 2007 008 009 1010 2001 2012 2013 2014 2015

i Geand)

—— R Line Stations (Morth/Cybourn)

TransitUse Trends

* BluelineStations=4.2% average annualincrease, 68.1% total Increase

* Red LineStation=3.5% average annual increase, 52.5% total increase

* Brown LineStations = 3.2% average annual incresse, 49.4% total increase

DPD CDOT

North Branch Industrial Corridor: Existing Bike Network

Transportation — Bicycling

31

Bike Network Observations

Variety of infrastructure near the NBIC
Good north/ south access through
the Study Area

Limited east / west accessthrough the
Study Area and to Goose Isiand

The 606's easternterminusis just
west ofthe NBIC

Several diagonal streets withinthe
NBIC andthe Study Area are some of
Chicago’s most heavily used streets for
bicycling

DPD CDOT
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POWERPOINT SLIDES

MEETING SUMMARY

19

Development Trends

1315 North Branch Street

* 132,0005F High Tech Office &
Manufacturing

909 W. Bliss Street

= 285,000SF HighTech Office
= 500Tech Employees

DPD CDOT

43

North Branch Industrial Corridor
Community Input

1.Review and Analyze Previous Plans
2.Community Ideas and Comments

DPD CDOT

44

Previous Plans—

Adopted by Chicago Plan Commission

. NearNorthwestSidePlan(2002)

Logan SquareOpen SpacePlan (2004)
Reconnecting Neighborhoods (2009)

. Chicago Central Area Action Plan (2009)

.. Transit Friendly Development Guide{2009)
. HalstedTriangle Plan {2010}

. Chicago Sustanable Industries (2013)

. Metra Typology Study (2014)

LI T R T

. Wicker Park Bucktown Master Plan
(2008)

. Lincoln Park Sustainability Roadmap
Plan (2013)

. North Branch Riverworks Plan (2015)

. Near North Quality of Life Plan (2015)

Mop

DPD CDOT

46

Exis

North Industriol Cormidov

B Commercat - Offs
.
L pp—
I
I Toesportaton Uity

Mayor Emanuel’s
Industrial Corridor
Modernization

Next Steps

Contact Us:

» dpd@cityofchicago.org
= cityofchicago.org/dpd

"~ = smapapp.com/chicago

@ Rahm Emanuel, Mayor
Rebekah Scheinfeld, Commissioner

Department of Trensportation

72 M Rachu

tand Uses in the

Besiteriat

David Reffman, Commissioner
Department of Planningand
Deveicpment

45

Next Steps

www.smapapp.com/chicago
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Citywide Industrial Corridor Planning - PMDs

PMDs

i [Name
1]Clybourn

2[Elston
3[Goose Island.
a[Kinzie

[c

5

6[Calumet
7

[ Planned Manufacturing Distrets

[ industrial Corridors

North Branch Industrial Corridor PMD

PRESENTATION EXHIBITS

NORTH BRANCH
INDUSTRIAL
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MEETING SUMMARY

PRESENTATION EXHIBITS
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Core Job Employment Trends North Branch Jobs by Sector

inGhicago's Industral Corrdors R North Branch Development History -
-2014 = .
go—ro

b

— by

R A
e
[ Vanviactuing
(Largest number of jobs are in manufacturing
nd e il or rowng)

[ Vanutacturing and Moving & Storng Goods
(Largest numoer ofjobs in both manufacturing
and the disibution and storage of goods
and are stable or growing)

] Business to Business

(Largest number of obs are n business
suppor services which is increasing with
info & tech rsing in east Kinzie)

[ iro & Tech
(Largest number o obs are either nformation
technology and management or business
support services and are growing in North Branch)

-~ Rail : ! -
—@— Highways -
Major Strects 1970’s Land Use

RED

VIEW PRESENTATION EXHIBITS ONLINE HERE:




PROJECT TIMELINE

North Branch Industrial Corridor

Tentative Timeline

June 6, 7 and 8, 2016 August 2016

North Branch DPD to Present Draft
Community Land Use Scenarios
Kick-off Meeting to Community

Early

gr?i?tﬁl%lllt?ndnedtiltinn First Community Second Community [Eaged

Dats Input Opportunity Input Opportunity Final
Land Use
Guidelines

May 1, 2016 July 5, 2016 September 2016
start of North DPD to Begin DPD Presents Laﬂd
Branch Land Developing Use Scenanus tothe
Use Study Land Use ommumlg- for usein
Scenarios Based L’ ing Futur
on Commumty Deve upment P.
Input Performing t

Transportation udv

LAND USE

RED T

North Branch Industrial Corridor
Tentative Timeline

Plan
Existing Conditions Land Use Scenario Public Input and Development,
Data Collection Review gg&g?gg%ﬁ%t Public Commeént,
Final Plan
Summer/Fall 2016 Fall 2016 Spring 2017 Summer 2017
TRANSPORTATION

DED oot
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