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MEETING GOAL 

Discuss metrics, final objectives, cross-pillar topics, and innovative 
policy directions.  
 

WHERE WE ARE 

 

   
Step 1 

We Are 
Setting the Stage 

Step 2 

We Have and Need 
Develop A Policy Toolkit 

Step 3 

We Will 
Set Policy Framework 

 

 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

1 Community partners members are hosting events to get community participation on answering the 
guiding questions as well as sending out surveys.   

  

2 Pillar members want to increase accessibility throughout the city and invest in alternative modes 
of transportation. 

  

3 Pillar members want to craft policies that improve the safety of bikers and pedestrians. They also 
want to reduce the amount of pollution produced by freight trucks.  
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CONVERSATION HIGHLIGHTS 

“The number of those traffic camera tickets in Black and Brown 
neighborhoods [are] excessively targeting Black and Brown [people]. [They 
are] taking more money from the financially less fortunate. ” 
Shadan Tofighi  |  Volunteer 

 

“Freight activity is a vital economic driver for communities. It is not 
something that people want to remove. But you want to be smart about the 
way it interacts in neighborhoods and on those corridors where you have 
heavy bike traffic and transit.” 

Dr. Billy Bachman |  Urban Design 4 Health,  Senior Analyst & Marketing Strategist 

 

“It’s one thing to look at truck routes and do what we can to improve safety 
on the streets, that’s our job. The other piece of it is land use and zoning. 
And where the city will allow those types of developments.” 
Jamie Simone  |  Chicago Department of Transportation, Deputy Commissioner 

 

“We have a plethora of 18-wheelers all over the place, idling overnight and I 
know that doesn’t happen in all neighborhoods  .” 
Melvin Thompson |  Endeleo Institute, Executive Director  

 

 

  



 

5 of 8 

Transportation + Infrastructure Meeting #8 
January 12, 2021 

NOTES 

● Cindy Fish presents the Objectives Report-out. Fish gives tips for refining objectives 
generated in previous meetings. The objectives, which correlate with guiding questions, will 
be finalized and the language clarified by communications staff before making them public.  

Draft Objectives           

Guiding question: “How can we ensure that our transportation networks and infrastructure 
systems are safe, equitable and accessible to all, including those with disabilities and the 
most vulnerable?” 

1. Ensure transportation and infrastructure systems are equitably distributed, 
universally accessible and affordable. 

2. Prioritize infrastructure that reinforces safe movement for all. 
3. Design and maintain infrastructure that enhances the life and pride of place. 
4. Empower and involve communities who have been excluded or harmed by previous 

processes. 
5. Ensure access to high quality broadband internet across the City. 

 

Guiding question: “How can we create transportation networks that support greater 
connectivity by walking, biking, transit, and other more active and sustainable modes? 

1. Remove inequities that historically created transit deserts by expanding 
transportation options without requiring travel through downtown. 

2. Enhance seamless integration between active and sustainable travel modes. 
3. Design spaces prioritizing sustainable modes that are calm, protected and safe. 
4. Prioritize investments in infrastructure and services that promote active sustainable 

modes over single occupant vehicles. 
5. Promote collaboration and coordination among all City departments and other 

partners responsible for transportation and infrastructure to ensure actions are 
aligned with community input.  

 

 

 



 

6 of 8 

Transportation + Infrastructure Meeting #8 
January 12, 2021 

 

Guiding question: “How can we create a framework for future investments in transportation 
and infrastructure that address past inequities in historically marginalized communities and 
ensure community priorities and goals are realized?” 

1. Ensure that robust community engagement and outreach is part of transportation 
and infrastructure investments. 

2. Prioritize infrastructure investments in historically marginalized communities. 
3. Support neighborhood-scale projects that are initiated and advocated by local 

communities.    
4. Integrate historical reckoning into project selection and evaluation to create 

transparency and trust building. 
5. Create a process that establishes accountability, adherence, and follow-through.  

 

Guiding question: “How can we leverage resources for transportation and infrastructure 
projects that promote environmental sustainability and resilience?”   

1. Provide equitable access to funding resources to all neighborhoods supporting 
sustainable modes of transportation. 

2. Invest in green infrastructure that supports and protects water resources.  
3. Mitigate climate change and improve livability by reducing or eliminating impacts of 

flooding, stormwater runoff, and sewage on the built and natural environment. 
4. Support requirements that incentivize renewable and sustainable sources of energy. 

 

● Fish then presents a visual illustrating the overlap between Transportation & Infrastructure 
and other pillars based on shared topics of interest. Fish explains thinking about overlap will 
be helpful for the research team to identify policies that touch multiple pillars.  

● Community partner provide updates on their engagement events: 

o Billy Davis of Bronzeville Community Development Partnerships (BCDP) shares 
information on their upcoming event focused on discussing the Transportation & 
Infrastructure guiding questions. 

o Melvin Thompson of Endeleo Institute shares information on their upcoming 
engagement event. They are planning to gauge awareness of the CREATE project 
outside of their church, Trinity United Church of Christ.  

o Jose Estrada of Arquitectos reflects on their first engagement event, which was 
closed door and largely attended by their executive board members. Estrada says 
their organization intends to build programming to build on infrastructure, 
transportation and neighborhood design.   

● Fish then presents on metrics. The research team’s goal is to develop metrics based on 
guiding questions, which will be used as a baseline to measure policy outcomes. In this 
meeting, pillar members will help narrow down the inventory of potential metrics and can 
suggest additional metrics.  
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o Pillar members walk through proposed metrics based on guiding questions and add 
input. 

● Innovative Policy Directions - Dr. Billy Bachman from Urban Design 4 Health (UD4H) delivers 
a presentation that evaluates the impact of freight activity on health and quality of life.   

o Bachman is currently working on a project for the Chicago Department of 
Transportation focused on the Southwest industrial corridor, looking at health 
metrics for the freight sector and developing a toolkit for DOT to evaluate health 

impacts in 
other areas.  
 
Bachman 
presents 
goals and 
metrics they 
are 
considering 
for this 
project and 
suggests 
approaches 
for creating 
indexes to 
support a 
data-drive 
approach. 

Bachman emphasizes prioritizing community investment. 

 

● Policy Creation Exercise/Report-out - Webb introduces the exercise, to use the Health & 
Race Equity Impact Assessment (HREIA) framework–which is being developed and piloted 
by the City–to dissect example an policy. Pillar members discuss in breakout groups.   

o Joshua Woods:“I was initially lost by the jargon but the HREIA made it more legible 
and easier to understand.”  

RESOURCES 

BCDP 
Bronzeville Community Development Partnership 

Bronzeville Community Meeting - We Will Chicago T&I Planning 
Eventbrite to register for BCDP’s upcoming virtual engagement meeting 

Endeleo Institute  
Melvin Thompson's Organization 

Traffic Camera Tickets Targeting minorities 
Chicago Camera Tickets 

https://bronzevillepartners.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bronzeville-community-meeting-we-will-chicago-ti-planning-tickets-244108423867?utm_source=eventbrite&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=post_publish&utm_content=shortLinkNewEmail
https://www.endeleoinstitute.org/
https://www.propublica.org/article/chicagos-race-neutral-traffic-cameras-ticket-black-and-latino-drivers-the-most
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UD4H 
Urban Design 4 Health 

Useful Metrics 
EPA's smart database  

 

NEXT STEPS 

● Meeting #9 will have more policy discussion. 

● Meeting #9 will have updates on community partner events.   

● Meeting #9 will have more data and metric introductions by pillar leaders. 

http://urbandesign4health.com/
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/smart-location-mapping

	This meeting summary was produced by City Bureau Documenters, in accordance with our editorial independence policy, with financial support from the city of Chicago. If you believe anything in these notes is inaccurate, please email City Bureau at docu...
	Transportation + Infrastructure Meeting #8
	January 12, 2021, 6:00PM  |  2 hours
	Documented by: Ahmad Sayles

	MEETING GOAL
	WHERE WE ARE
	Key Takeaways
	Conversation Highlights
	Notes
	Resources

	Bronzeville Community Meeting - We Will Chicago T&I Planning
	Next Steps


