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PɇͣΔʾ̿ɇŰüɶΐüŰɯʠʾϴɶƲƔȓʔƲʠΔΐɇͣΐΔȴƲΐǾ̿ͣΔΐͣΔƲ̒ΐʾǸΐüΐ̿ƲŰɯʾʠɇʠȓΐ̒̿ʾŰƲͣͣΐΔʾΐ 
̿Ʋ̒üɇ̿ΐȴü̿ʔͣΐ̒Ʋ̿̒ƲΔ̿üΔƲƔΐüȓüɇʠͣΔΐͣ̒ƲŰɇǾŰΐȓ̿ʾι̒ͣΐüʠƔΐΔʾΐ̒̿ƲϰƲʠΔΐΔȴƲʔΐ 
from occurring again. 
9MJ�HNY^�X�J[TQZYNTS�MFX�INWJHYQ^�FSI�
NSINWJHYQ^�NRUFHYJI�LJSJWFYNTSX�TK�WFHNFQ�
FSI�JYMSNH�HTRRZSNYNJX��TKYJS�NS�SJLFYN[J�
TW�GZWIJSXTRJ�\F^X�FSI�KWJVZJSYQ^�KTW�YMJ�
GJSJܪY�TK�UWN[NQJLJI�UTUZQFYNTS�LWTZUX��
-FWRX�YT�(MNHFLTFSX�\JWJ�GTYM�IJQNGJWFYJ�
FSI�ZSNSYJSYNTSFQ��TKYJS�NS[TQ[NSL�YMJ�
QJFIJWXMNU��HTTUJWFYNTS�TW�XNQJSHJ�TK�
QTHFQ��XYFYJ�FSI�KJIJWFQ�LT[JWSRJSYX��FX�
\JQQ�FX�YMJ�UWN[FYJ�XJHYTW�FSI�TYMJW�HN[NH�
NSXYNYZYNTSX��

At the beginning of the We Will planning 
process, each pillar research team reviewed 
Chicago’s history and relevant actions to assess 
impacts on historical and ongoing racial and 
ethnic inequities. The following are systemic 
harms that have occurred since the early 20th 
century. These historical snapshots represent 
lasting legacies of forces that We Will’s vision 
for the future is seeking to address. 

Though not intended to recount every instance 
of racial and social oppression in city history, 
these acknowledgments are included to 
contribute to a larger process of healing and 
reconciliation among Chicagoans and serve as 
an outline of some areas the City of Chicago 
commits to improving.

ACKNOWLEDGING CHICAGO’S 
HISTORICAL INEQUITIES
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Throughout this document, opinions expressed through 
direct quotations from the engagement process and 
WJUTWYX�HNYJI�IT�STY�WJUWJXJSY�YMJ�TKܪHNFQ�[NJ\��UTQNH^�TW�
UWFHYNHJ�TK�YMJ�(NY^�TK�(MNHFLT�LT[JWSRJSY�
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The City of Chicago is located on land that is and has long been a 
center for Native peoples. 
9MJ�FWJF�NX�YMJ�YWFINYNTSFQ�MTRJQFSIX�TK�YMJ�&SNXMNSFFGJ��TW�YMJ�(TZSHNQ�TK�YMJ�9MWJJ�+NWJX��YMJ�
4ONG\J��4IF\F�FSI�5TYF\FYTRN�3FYNTSX��2FS^�TYMJW�3FYNTSX�HTSXNIJW�YMNX�FWJF�YMJNW�YWFINYNTSFQ�
MTRJQFSI��NSHQZINSL�YMJ�2^FFRNF��-T�(MZSP��2JSTRNSJJ��8FH�FSI�+T]��5JTWNF��0FXPFXPNF��
<JF��0NHPFUTT�FSI�2FXHTZYJS��9MJ�(NY^�XUJHNܪHFQQ^�FHPST\QJILJX�YMJ�HTSYWNGZYNTSX�TK�
0NYNMF\F�TK�YMJ�5TYF\FYTRN�NS�KTXYJWNSL�YMJ�HTRRZSNY^�YMFY�MFX�GJHTRJ�(MNHFLT��

Land Acknowledgment

Acknowledging Chicago’s Historical Inequities
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<MNQJ�FX�F�[NYFQ�ZWGFS�HJSYJW��(MNHFLTѣX�MNXYTW^�
NS�YMJ�UTXY�<TWQI�<FW�..�^JFWX�XF\�XTRJ�STYFGQJ�
UWTLWJXX�FSI�FHMNJ[JRJSYX��YMJWJ�\JWJ�XTRJ�
IFWP�HMFUYJWX�YMFY�FQXT�XMFUJI�UWJXJSY�IF^�
(MNHFLT�FSI�J]FHJWGFYJI�J]NXYNSL�WFHNFQ�FSI�
JHTSTRNH�IN[NIJX�YMFY�XYNQQ�WJXTSFYJ�YTIF^�� 
8TRJ�TK�YMJ�RTXY�XNLSNܪHFSY�UTQNHNJX�FSI�
UWFHYNHJX�\JWJ�

Federal Highway Construction
.S�YMJ�����X�FSI�Ѣ��X��YMJ�HTSXYWZHYNTS�TK� 
:�8��.SYJWXYFYJX����������������FSI�����MFWRJI�
IT_JSX�TK�IJSXJQ^�UTUZQFYJI�SJNLMGTWMTTIX�
YMWTZLMTZY�(MNHFLT�

More than 6,000 families and 2,200 single people were 
displaced to make way for multilane roadways that 
divided many working-class communities and, in certain 
instances, separated white neighborhoods from Black 
ones, according to a 2020 Metropolitan Planning Council 
report. Highway construction also hastened the postwar 
exodus of primarily white families and white-owned 
businesses to the suburbs, along with jobs, cultural 
FRJSNYNJXܪ��SFSHNFQ�NSXYNYZYNTSX��MTZXNSL�FSI�TYMJW�
amenities that shrank local tax revenues and the City’s 
ability to effectively address the needs of depopulated 
neighborhoods.

Treatment of Native Americans
9MJ�.SINFS�7JQTHFYNTS�&HY�TK������UWT[NIJI�KJIJWFQ�
KZSINSL�YT�WJQTHFYJ�3FYN[J�&RJWNHFSX�YT�HNYNJX�NS�
UFWY�YT�FIIWJXX�F�MZLJ�IJRFSI�KTW�RFSZKFHYZWNSL�
QFGTW�IZWNSL�YMJ�JHTSTRNH�GTTR�KTQQT\NSL�
World War II. 

Advertising campaigns on reservations championed 
YMJ�GJSJܪYX�TK�ZWGFS�QNKJ�FSI�LT[JWSRJSY�WJHWZNYJWX�
encouraged Native Americans living on reservations 
to relocate to cities like Chicago. The sales pitches 
did not acknowledge previous relocation policies that 
pushed Native Americans to marginal lands, nor how 
the relocation to cities was part of a broader effort to 
depopulate and terminate reservations, end federal 
obligations and erase Native American heritage, 
according to a 2019 University of Illinois-Chicago report. 

Urban Renewal
.S�YMJ�����X�FSI�Ѣ��X��KJIJWFQQ^�KZSIJI�
ZWGFS�WJSJ\FQ�UWTOJHYX�NSHJSYN[N_JI�YMJ�(NY^ѣX�
IJRTQNYNTS�TK�IJXNLSFYJI�XQZRX�FSI�GQNLMYJI�
GQTHPX�\NYM�UQFSX�KTW�RTIJWS�RZQYNKFRNQ^�MTRJX��
NSXYNYZYNTSX�FSI�TYMJW�QFWLJ�KFHNQNYNJX��

Urban renewal projects occurred throughout 
Chicago, but families and businesses in poor and 
Black neighborhoods were uprooted, deepening 
the city’s racial and socioeconomic inequities. By 
1966, more than 81,200 Chicagoans were displaced 
by construction projects intended for middle-class 
families and individuals, according to a 2018 University 
of Richmond study.

Loss of Public Housing
+WTR�YMJ�����X�YMWTZLM�YMJ�Ѣ��X��YMJ�(NY^�FSI�
(MNHFLT�-TZXNSL�&ZYMTWNY^�
(-&��HTSXYWZHYJI�
MNLM�WNXJ�UZGQNH�MTZXNSL�UWTOJHYX�KTW�YMTZXFSIX�TK�
QT\�NSHTRJ�(MNHFLTFSX�FSI�WJXNIJSYX�INXUQFHJI�
G^�MNLM\F^�HTSXYWZHYNTS�FSI�ZWGFS�WJSJ\FQ��

8ZWWTZSIJI�G^�UF[JI�UQF_FX�YMFY�\JWJ�IJQNGJWFYJQ^�
detached from the street grid, the buildings suffered from 
decades of deferred maintenance and obsolescence. 
When the City and CHA issued the “Plan for 
Transformation” in 2000 that was meant, in part, to address 
decades of racial segregation, CHA projects represented 
more than two thirds of the nation’s 15 poorest census 
tracts. The plan demolished virtually all the former 
high-rises, displacing many Black residents. As of 2017, 
only 8% of the estimated 17,000 former residents of 
the demolished buildings were living in mixed-income 
communities, according to a Northwestern University 
and WBEZ study from the same year.

Redlining
8YFWYNSL�NS�YMJ�����X�FSI�HTSYNSZNSL�NSYT�YMJ�
Ѣ��X��F�HTTWINSFYJI�JKKTWY�G^�QTHFQ�FSI�SFYNTSFQ�
�SFSHNFQ�TWLFSN_FYNTSX�FSI�TYMJW�LT[JWSRJSYܪ
FSI�STS�LT[JWSRJSY�JSYNYNJX�UWTMNGNYJI�YMJ�ZXJ�
TK�KJIJWFQQ^�GFHPJI�RTWYLFLJ�QTFSX�KTW�MTRJ�
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HISTORY OF REDLINING 
IN CHICAGO
1940

First Grade 
(considered "best")

Second Grade

Third Grade

Fourth Grade  

HTSXNIJWJI��MF_FWITZX��
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limited where Black families could settle, resulting 
in fewer housing choices, decreased mobility and 
limited job options. The covenants also increased 
opportunities for housing exploitation and 
discrimination in other neighborhoods through  
contract sales, redlining and other methods.

Blockbusting
<NYM�YMJ�INXXTQZYNTS�TK�MTZXNSL�HT[JSFSY�
JSKTWHJRJSY�G^�YMJ�����X��ZSXHWZUZQTZX�
WJFQ�JXYFYJ�HTRUFSNJX�FSI�YMJNW�XFQJX�FLJSYX�
QJ[JWFLJI�\MNYJ�MTRJT\SJWXѣ�KJFWX�FGTZY�YMJ�
UTYJSYNFQ�NRUFHY�TK�'QFHP�SJNLMGTWX�TS�YMJNW�
UWTUJWY^�[FQZJX��XTRJYNRJX�HTS[NSHNSL�RZQYNUQJ�
FIOFHJSY�MTZXJMTQIX�YT�J]UJINYNTZXQ^�XJQQ�YMJNW�
MTRJX�FSI�FY�WJIZHJI�WFYJX��

The agents then sold the homes to Black buyers with 
NSܫFYJI�YJWRX��9MJ�SFYNTS\NIJ�UWFHYNHJ��YMTZLMY�YT�
MF[J�XYFWYJI�NS�(MNHFLT��[NHYNRN_JI�GTYM�GZ^JWX�FSI�
XJQQJWX�YT�YMJ�IJYWNRJSY�TK�IT_JSX�TK�SJNLMGTWMTTIX�
across the West and South sides. 

Great Recession 
9MJ������KTWJHQTXZWJ�HWNXNX�\FX�QFWLJQ^�IWN[JS�
G^�LQTGFQ�UWJIFYTW^�QJSINSL�UWFHYNHJX�YMFY�
WJIZHJI�YMJ�HTQQJHYN[J�\JFQYM�TK�:�8��'QFHP�FSI�
1FYNST�KFRNQNJX�G^�RTWJ�YMFS�MFQK�FSI�Y\T�YMNWIX��
WJXUJHYN[JQ^�

In Chicago, home prices in predominantly Black 
communities are still 24% below pre-recession levels, 
according to a 2011 Pew Research Center report.

Vacant Lots
9MJ�(NY^ѣX�IJRTQNYNTS�TK�YMTZXFSIX�TK�FGFSITSJI��
[FHFSY�MTRJX�MFX�QJKY�RFS^�<JXY�FSI�8TZYM�XNIJ�
SJNLMGTWMTTIX�UTHPRFWPJI�\NYM�T[JWLWT\S�QTYX��

The lots continue to attract public dumping, loitering 
and other illegal activities that discourage private 
investment. As of early 2022, the City owned an 
estimated 10,000 vacant lots, with another 20,000 
lots controlled by absentee property owners, banks, 
�SFSHNFQ�NSXYNYZYNTSX�FSI�TYMJW�JSYNYNJX�\NYM�STܪ
comprehensive redevelopment strategy. Many vacant 

UZWHMFXJX�NS�XJQJHY�SJNLMGTWMTTIX�

Primarily comprised of Black people and low-income 
residents, these areas were often represented on maps in 
WJI�YT�FQJWYܪ�SFSHJ�UWTKJXXNTSFQX�YMFY�YMJ^�\JWJ�GJQNJ[JI�
to represent risky investments for loans guaranteed by 
the Federal Housing Administration. As a result, redlining 
INWJHYQ^�NSHJSYN[N_JI�GFSPX�STY�YT�FUUWT[J�QTFSX�KTW�'QFHP�
and some Latino applicants, resulting in Black households 
receiving less than 2% of all federally insured loans 
at the time, and predominantly white neighborhoods 
FSI�XZGZWGX�WJHJN[NSL�UWJKJWJSYNFQ�FHHJXX�YTܪ�SFSHNSL��
according to a 2014 DePaul University report.

Contract Sales
.S�YMJ�����X�FSI�Ѣ��X��UWJIFYTW^�MTZXNSL�
HTSYWFHYX�WTGGJI�'QFHP�KFRNQNJX�NS�(MNHFLT� 
TK�FS�JXYNRFYJI�	��GNQQNTS�YT�	��GNQQNTS��FHHTWINSL�
YT�F������)ZPJ�:SN[JWXNY^�FSFQ^XNX��

The wealth was extracted by real estate speculators, 
NS[JXYRJSY�X^SINHFYJX�FSI�TYMJWܪ�SFSHNFQ�JSYNYNJX�
that sold properties to Black homebuyers through 
contracts instead of traditional mortgages. The 
HTSYWFHYX�NSHQZIJI�QFWLJ�IT\S�UF^RJSYX�FSI�NSܫFYJI�
interest rates that produced little or no equity over their 
terms. The contract sellers could also evict buyers at 
any time until payments were complete with minimal 
repercussions. Contract sales exploited an estimated 
nine of every 10 Black families who purchased homes 
in Chicago during the era, resulting in negligible family-
wealth-building compared to families who enjoyed 
conventional mortages.

Housing Covenants
&X�F�WJXZQY�TK�YMJ�,WJFY�2NLWFYNTS�TK�XTZYMJWS�
'QFHP�UJTUQJ�YT�(MNHFLT�NS�YMJܪ�WXY�MFQK�TK�
YMJ���YM�HJSYZW^��XTRJ�UWJITRNSFSYQ^�\MNYJ�
SJNLMGTWMTTIX�TS�YMJ�3TWYM��8TZYM�FSI�<JXY�
XNIJX�JXYFGQNXMJI�WJXYWNHYN[J�HT[JSFSYX�YMFY�
QJLFQQ^�UWJ[JSYJI�MTRJT\SJWX�KWTR�XJQQNSL�TW�
WJSYNSL�YT�'QFHP�UJTUQJ�FSI��YT�F�QJXXJW�J]YJSY��
UJTUQJ�TK�/J\NXM�TW�&XNFS�IJXHJSY��

Active from the 1910s to the ‘40s, these covenants 
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lots, particularly on the West Side, are connected to the 
1968 Chicago riots sparked in part by the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The riots resulted in more than 
�WJX�FSI�����GZNQINSLX�GJNSL�IFRFLJI��FHHTWINSL�YTܪ����
independent estimates.

School Closures
+TQQT\NSL�IJHFIJX�TK�SJNLMGTWMTTI�INXNS[JXYRJSY�
FSI�IJUTUZQFYNTS��YMJ������HQTXZWJ�TK����UZGQNH�
JQJRJSYFW^�FSI�MNLM�XHMTTQX�IZJ�YT�GZILJY�FSI�
JSWTQQRJSY�NXXZJX�QJKY�MZSIWJIX�TK�<JXY�FSI�8TZYM�
XNIJ�KFRNQNJX�\NYMTZY�HTS[JSNJSY�JIZHFYNTS�TUYNTSX��

Many students were forced to leave their neighborhoods 
to attend classes, sometimes through dangerous areas. 
A 2018 report by The Guardian estimated that 88% of 
students impacted by the closings were Black. Due to 
the absence of long-term planning for the security and 
repurposing of the closed schools as community assets, 
many buildings were stripped of valuable assets and 19 
out of 50 of the buildings have yet to be repurposed to 
productive uses.

SCHOOL CLOSURES 
�u'ΐ�UÂíɅ�çu.'ΐ
VACANT LAND
2013–22

Source: City of Chicago, 
ESRI, HERE, Garmin, 
SafeGraph, METI/NASA, 
USGS, EPA, NPS, USDA

City-owned 
vacant land

School grounds

CPS closed  
schools

Policing
&�UFYYJWS�TK�WFHNFQQ^�NSJVZNYFGQJ�UTQNHNSL�NS�
YMJ�:SNYJI�8YFYJX�FSI�NS�(MNHFLT�NX�QTSL�
XYFSINSL�FSI�\JQQ�JXYFGQNXMJI��9MJ�ZXJ�TK�
QF\�JSKTWHJRJSY�YT�FIIWJXX�[NTQJSHJ�FX�\JQQ�
FX�TYMJW�XTHNFQ�NQQ�MFX�QJI�YT�IJJU�RNXYWZXY�
TK�YMJ�UTQNHJ��FQQJLFYNTSX�TK�FGZXJ�FSI�
HTWWZUYNTS��FSI�KZSIFRJSYFQQ^�MFX�STY�QJI�YT�
QFXYNSL�UJFHJ��

A 2017 U.S. Department of Justice investigation 
of the Chicago Police Department (CPD) found 
“reasonable cause to believe that CPD has 
engaged in a pattern or practice of unreasonable 
KTWHJ�ѧ�9MFY�NS[JXYNLFYNTS�QJI�YT�F�QF\XZNYܪ�QJI�
by the Illinois Attorney General against the City 
of Chicago in 2017. The Illinois Attorney General 
and the City reached a settlement resulting in 
a consent decree in 2019. The consent decree 
covers numerous topics including community 
policing, impartial policing, use of force, crisis 
NSYJW[JSYNTS��XZUJW[NXNTS��YWFNSNSL��TKܪHJW�\JQQSJXX��
data, and accountability. It is an agreement to 
make reforms to ensure that police services are 
provided to all individuals consistent with state 
and federal law and to build a foundation of trust 
between CPD and the communities they serve.

Industrial Pollution
(MNHFLTѣX�MNXYTWNH�WTQJ�FX�FS�NSIZXYWNFQ�HJSYJW�
FSI�NYX�QTHFYNTS�FY�YMJ�SJ]ZX�TK�YMJ�HTZSYW^ѣX�
YWFSXUTWYFYNTS�SJY\TWP�MF[J�HTSYWNGZYJI�YT�
UTQQZYNTS�WJQFYJI�GZWIJSX�KTW�LJSJWFYNTSX�TK�
WJXNIJSYX�\MT�\TWP�FY�TW�QN[J�SJFW�NSIZXYWNFQ�
KFHNQNYNJX��WFNQ�^FWIX��\FYJW\F^X��MNLM\F^X�
FSI�FNWUTWYX�

Late 20th century federal environmental 
regulations helped to mitigate air pollution, but 
the evolution of last-mile delivery facilities near 
area interstate highways in the 2010s, coupled 
with the continued environmental burden of the 
concentration of industrial facilities, continue to 
cause public health disparities for Chicagoans. 
Families living in majority Black and Latino 
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communities on the Southwest, West and Southeast 
sides that are near heavy industrial facilities and/
or bisected by highways are more vulnerable to 
the effects of pollution exposure, according to a 
2021 Alliance for the Great Lakes study, among 
other sources.

Downtown Development
9MJ�(NY^�MFX�MNXYTWNHFQQ^�ZYNQN_JI�UZGQNH�WJXTZWHJX�
YT�UZWXZJ�UWN[FYJ�FSI�UZGQNH�IJ[JQTURJSYX�
NS�YMJ�HJSYWFQ�FWJF��\MNHM�MFX�WJXZQYJI�NS�
YMJ�INXUQFHJRJSY�TK�HTRRZSNYNJX��J[JS�FX�
NS[JXYRJSYX�MF[J�RFIJ�YMJ�FWJF�F�XZHHJXXKZQ�
HTRRJWHNFQ�MZG��

In the late 19th century, the Loop included an 
established Chinatown, but the composition of the 
neighborhood changed as anti-Asian sentiment 
rose in the United States and the City forced the 
Asian American population to relocate to encourage 
continued development. Since the 1960s the City has 
sought to recreate the central area as a mixed-use 
SJNLMGTWMTTI��TKYJS�UWNTWNYN_NSL�WJXTZWHJX�YT�HFYFQ^_J�
downtown developments at the expense of  
other neighborhoods. Guided by formal plans and 
policies, private sector investments incrementally 
expanded the footprint of downtown into the Near 
North, Near South and Near West sides, while public 
XUJSINSL�WJ[NYFQN_JI�YMJ�1TTUѣX�HZQYZWFQ�FRJSNYNJX�FSI�
nearby public open spaces.

Data and Exclusion
)JXUNYJ�QN[NSL�NS�(MNHFLT�KTW�IJHFIJX�TW� 
J[JS�GJKTWJ�NY�\FX�NSHTWUTWFYJI��RZQYNUQJ�JYMSNH�
LWTZUX�MF[J�GJJS�YWFINYNTSFQQ^�J]HQZIJI�KWTR�YMJ�
HNY^ѣX�MNXYTWNHFQ�SFWWFYN[J��ZSIJWHTZSYJI�IZWNSL�
IFYF�HTQQJHYNTS�JKKTWYX��FSI�ZSIJWWJUWJXJSYJI� 
FX�JQJHYJI�TKܪHNFQX��

Though most race-related data collection efforts  
in the U.S. have historically omitted Native American 
status, abundant research indicates that Native 
&RJWNHFSX�J]UJWNJSHJ�XNLSNܪHFSY�INXUFWNYNJX�NS�MJFQYM��

Population Data in We Will
9MWTZLMTZY�YMNX�UQFS��RFS^�IFYF�
HMFWYX�FSI�LWFUMX�NSHQZIJ�YMJ�F[FNQFGQJ�
UTUZQFYNTS�QJ[JQ�IFYF�TS�JHTSTRNH�FSI�
XTHNFQ�TZYHTRJX�G^�WFHJ�FSI�JYMSNHNY^�FX�
IJܪSJI�G^�HFYJLTWNJX�NS�YMJ�:�8��(JSXZX��

It was not until August of 2021 that the 
Census Bureau initiated questions to ask 
respondents their sexual orientation and 
gender identity. Some charts using third-party 
or non-census public sources do not include 
XUJHNܪH�WFHNFQ�TW�JYMSNH�LWTZUX��XZHM�FX�3FYN[J�
American residents, and not all charts in this 
plan display outcomes for other identities, 
such as disability, LGBTQIA, gender identity or 
status as undocumented. 

education and jobs. In another example of 
barriers to inclusion, Asian Americans didn’t have 
a City Council representative until 2011 despite 
constituting approximately 7% of the City’s 
population.
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Addressing the Root Causes of Chicago's Health Inequities 
&ITUYJI�8JUYJRGJW�������YMJ�(NY^ѣXܪ�[J�^JFW�
HTRRZSNY^�MJFQYM�NRUWT[JRJSY�UQFS��-JFQYM^�
(MNHFLT�������JS[NXNTSX�F�KZYZWJ�\MJWJ�ѦFQQ�
UJTUQJ�FSI�FQQ�HTRRZSNYNJX�MF[J�UT\JW��FWJ�
KWJJ�KWTR�TUUWJXXNTS�FSI�FWJ�XYWJSLYMJSJI�G^�
JVZNYFGQJ�FHHJXX�YT�WJXTZWHJX��JS[NWTSRJSYX� 
FSI�TUUTWYZSNYNJX�YMFY�UWTRTYJ�TUYNRFQ�MJFQYM�
FSI�\JQQ�GJNSL�ѧ�9MNX�[NXNTS�MFX�^JY�YT�GJ�
WJFQN_JI��(MNHFLT�MFX�ZSFHHJUYFGQJ�INXUFWNYNJX� 
NS�YMJ�MJFQYM�FSI�\JQQ�GJNSL�TK�HNY^�WJXNIJSYX�

9MJ�(NY^ѣX�RTXY�XNLSNܪHFSY�MJFQYM�INXUFWNYNJX�NS[TQ[J�
Chicagoans’ life expectancies. For example, the life 
expectancy gap between white and Black residents  
has increased from almost nine to 10 years since  
2017, while the life expectancies of Latino residents 
have decreased by seven years since 2012.

Chicago’s health disparities are also deeply  
connected to the neighborhoods where people  
live. For example, Fuller Park and Hyde Park are both 
South Side community areas only three miles apart 
yet their residents’ respective life expectancy gap 
exceeds 16 years.

The conditions in which Chicagoans are born, grow, 
live, work and age have a bigger impact on health 
outcomes than their access to medical resources. 
Approximately 80% of an individual’s wellbeing is 
NSܫZJSHJI�G^�XTHNFQ��JHTSTRNH�FSI�HTRRZSNY^�KFHYTWX��
compared to 20% by healthcare. Advancing goals and 
objectives across all eight We Will pillars are needed  
to improve citywide health disparities.

Societal
Decisions

Individual
Health Outcomes

MORTALITY
Chicago’s racial life expectancy gap

SOCIAL INEQUITIES
e.g., racism, discrimination based on class, immigration status, ability, gender, sexual orientation

RISK BEHAVIORS
e.g., smoking, poor nutrition, low physical activity, substance use

LIVING CONDITIONS
e.g., physical environment, access to services, social supports

INSTITUTIONAL INEQUITIES
e.g., laws and regulations, policies and practices in government agencies, businesses, schools, not-for-profits

DISEASE & INJURY
e.g., chronic/infectious disease, homicide, infant mortality, overdose

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH
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Key Terms
<J�<NQQ�X�MNXYTWNHFQ�WJHPTSNSL�FHYN[NYNJX�\JWJ�NSNYNFYJI�YMWTZLM�F�XJWNJX�TK�2JYWTUTQNYFS�5QFSSNSL�
(TZSHNQ�
25(��FSI�)JUFWYRJSY�TK�5QFSSNSL�FSI�)J[JQTURJSY�
)5)��\TWPXMTUX�NS�KFQQ������YMFY�
NSHQZIJI�XYFPJMTQIJWXѣ�WJ[NJ\�TK�HMFQQJSLJX�FSI�XZHHJXXJX�TK�TYMJW�HNYNJX�UWTIZHNSL�HNY^\NIJ�UQFSX��

The themes were used to build out the We Will planning process and produced multiple key themes for 
future study, including Chicago’s need to reckon with a history of systemic injustice and build trust with 
communities harmed.

9MJ�PJ^�YJWRX�\JWJ�WJܪSJI�KTW�<J�<NQQ�(MNHFLT�GJQT\�

A negative result or burden on a community or population due to formal or 
informal policies, actions, events or movements.

The formal recognition of one or more harms experienced by a group of people 
and the naming of who perpetrated the harm.

 
An agreement that seeks to rectify a harm, along with policies and measures to 
prevent the harm from occurring again.

Harm

 
Historical 
Acknowledgment 
 
 
Historical 
Reckoning

KEY TERMS


