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Learn more.

Chicago is a leader in urban bird conservation.
Learn more about our birds and how people are
helping them.

Learn more at cityofchicago.org/Environment.

See photos of all the houses at flickr.com/people/
tweethomechicago.
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eethome chicago

bird houses + beyond




Bird houses have their place.

Bird houses help us connect with nature while helping
local birds. However, a poorly managed bird house
can also attract pest birds. While bird houses can help
the dozen or so native birds that nest in cavities here,
habitat and other improvements can help hundreds of
other beneficial bird species that call Chicago home
or pass through during migration.

Landscape with birds in mind.

Loss of habitat is the biggest threat to many of our
region’s bird species. Even the smallest yard, if
landscaped appropriately, can provide habitat for
birds. Plus, these strategies provide many other
benefits like stormwater management, site cooling,
aesthetics and more.

Tips for landscaping with birds in mind:

® Plant in layers (canopy, understory, shrub, and
ground cover) that will provide food and shelter.

* Provide a diversity of food sources like seeds,
berries and nectar-producing flowers.
Plant native plant species that birds prefer.
Where possible, allow dead vegetation to
stand during the winter where possible so birds
can find shelter.

® Reduce or eliminate the use of insecticides and
herbicides.

* Minimize use of turf grass where possible.
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Apartment dwellers can help
birds too!

Reduce window reflection to prevent birds from
colliding with glass.

Keep cats indoors to prevent predation of birds.
Cover trash cans to prevent attracting
opossums, raccoons and other nest predators
as well as nuisance birds like pigeons, gulls
and Canada geese.

Do not feed birds, except in small backyard
feeders. Birds are better served with a natural diet.
Volunteer to improve bird habitat at a park or
preserve. See tinyurl.com/cpdstewardship

Join a local Audubon Society or bird club.
Volunteer to rescue injured birds. See
birdmonitors.net or flintcreekwildlife.org
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