


Assist Agencies consist of…

➢Not-for-profit Agencies 

➢Chambers of Commerce

Representing the interest of…

➢Small

➢Minority and/or women owned businesses

Connecting…

➢Prime contractors with certified firms for subcontracting 
opportunities



Role of An Assist Agency

➢

➢

➢

➢

➢ Work with the City of Chicago and prime 

contractors to identify potential M/WBE 

subcontractors 

➢ Provide feedback  and information to the 

City of Chicago from its members and the 

community regarding the process or any 

topic to improve the City of Chicago’s 

programs

➢ Participate in research projects conducted 

by the City of Chicago in order to 

document the amount of disparity and 

discrimination that affects M/WBE firms



DPS

➢Meet quarterly with all of Assist Agencies

➢Host quarterly workshops designed specifically for Assist 
Agencies

➢Conduct an annual review of City of Chicago and Assist 
Agencies partnerships

➢Produce correspondence regarding opportunities for Assist 
Agencies’ constituents
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Donald Pellico
Business Opportunity Specialist 



The SBA empowers entrepreneurs and small business owners with 
the support they need to start and grow their businesses and helps 
with recovery nationwide after a disaster. 

We are the go-to resource for access to capital, valuable resources, 
business know-how, and the right expertise for every stage of your 
business lifecycle. 

Our Mission: Supporting small businesses for 65 years



Funding via the SBA
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Access $500 to $5.5 million to fund your business.

Working Capital: Seasonal 
financing, export loans, 
revolving credit & refinanced 
business debt.

Fixed Assets: Furniture, real 
estate, machinery, equipment, 
construction & remodeling

How We Help: Funding



How We Help: Funding Requirements
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Small business owners work with lenders to get SBA-
guaranteed loans. The SBA does not directly loan money.

Be a for-profit business: The 
business is officially registered 
& operates legally.

Do business in the U.S.: The 
business is physically located & 
operates in the U.S. or its 
territories.



How We Help: Funding Requirements
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The lender provides a full list of eligibility 
requirements for your loan.

Have invested equity: The 
business owner has invested 
their own time or money into 
the business.

Exhaust financing options: 
The business cannot get funds 
from any other financial lender.



How We Help: Funding | Starting Out

Micro- & Community Advantage loan programs drive 
economic growth in underserved markets & help startups 

achieve success

Benefits : 

✓Consideration beyond your numbers/credit 
history

✓More affordable credit and favorable terms

✓Business-based training, mentoring and support 
resources

✓ Funds supplies, inventory, expansion and/or 
working capital



How We Help: Funding | SBA-Guaranteed Loans

Two flagship business loan guarantee programs help start-
up businesses launch and existing business expand

Provide a 
guarantee of select 
small business 
loans made by 
lender participants

Support job creation 
and economic 
development 
through guaranteed 
debentures

Working 
Capital

Accounts 
Receivable & 

Inventory
Equipment

Leasehold 
Improvements

Real Estate 
and Buildings

Certain 
Refinancing 

of Debt

Financing 
Change of 

Ownership

7(a) loans 504 loans



How We Help: Funding | Find a Lender



How We Help: Funding | Exports

Increase revenue, reduce market dependence & stabilize 
seasonal sales via exporting



How We Help: Funding | Surety Bond Guarantees

Win construction, supply & service contracts with a 
guarantee the work will be completed

You can receive the bonding assistance necessary to compete for 
jobs via a Surety Bond Guarantee.

How it works:

✓ Surety bond is requested

✓ Surety partners with business

✓ SBA guarantees cost of contract up to 
$6.5 million for prime/sub-contracts and 
up to $10 million for federal

✓ Small business benefits



How We Help: Funding Recovery after a Disaster

The SBA provides a variety of low-interest disaster loans to help 
small businesses, non-profit organizations and homeowners 
recover from declared disasters.

Access funds needed to rebuild with a direct loan 
from the government



More Help from the SBA
Support Partners & Government Contracting



How We Help: Support Partners

The SBA powers a number of partners to help you achieve success.

SBDCs
Small Business 

Development Centers

SCORE
Counselors to America's 

Small Business

CDCs
Certified Development 

Companies 

VBOCs
Veterans Business 
Outreach Centers 

WBCs
Women’s Business 

Centers 

+ 10 Regional & 
68 District Offices

USEACs
Export Assistance 

Centers

One-on-one and in-person mentoring for every stage of your 
small business growth and development:

✓ Little to no cost advice targeted on your needs

✓ Multiple locations around the nation 

✓ Guidance for expansion via international trade



How We Help: Classes & Online Courses
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The SBA offers a variety of online courses to help you start & 
run your business. You can also sign up for classes through 

the district office or our partners.

SBA Online Learning 
Center

District & Partner 
Training



How We Help: Contracting

Expand by selling your product and/or services 
to the government

✓The largest purchaser of goods & services in the world

✓Goal of having 23 percent of federal contracts come from 
small businesses

✓ In FY 2017, small businesses were awarded nearly $106 
billion in federal contracts

✓Get certified at www.certify.sba.gov  



How We Help: Contracting
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Your small business must meet some basic requirements 
before you can compete for government contracts

1. DUNS 
number & 
NAICS code

2. Meet size 
standards

3. Register in the 
System for Award 
Management 
(SAM) database



Tap the SBA to Succeed: Where & How to Find Us 

Contact
✓ Phone: 312-353-4528
✓ Illinois.do@sba.gov
✓ www.sba.gov/il

Follow Us
✓ Twitter: @SBA_Illinois, 

@SBAGreatLakes, @SBAgov

✓ Facebook: SBA

✓ Instagram: @sbagov

✓ YouTube: SBA

mailto:Illinois.do@sba.gov
http://www.sba.gov/il


Jorge Perez
Executive Director



Mission



HACIA Board Structure



HACIA Exec
Committee Directors







•H A C I A
• C o n t r a c t o r 

• T r a i n i n g  P r o g r 
am

• 6-months of FREE contractor 
training! 

Training Programs







▪

HACIA U 





Visit our YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fuFUGPkGPv0


HACIA Exec
Committee Directors



IL Legislative

❑ 2011 - Utilities 
❑ 2015 - Hospitals
❑ 2017 - Class I Railroads, EDGE Tax 

Credit Recipients, Private Universities, 
Telecom

❑ 2019  Direct Pay
▪ Retainage Amendment
▪ NO to SB1783





Events
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Committees



HACIA Exec
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Thank You for Attending…

http://www.cityofchicago.org/dps
mailto:dpsevents@cityofchicago.org

