
The Department of Procurement Services (DPS) has created numerous programs and to increase the pool of bidders on City contracts and 
incentivize the use of small, local, minority, and women-owned businesses. This includes the Small Business Initiative (SBI), Mid-Size 
Business Initiative (MBI), and Target Market Programs.

SMALL BUSINESS 
INITIATIVE (SBI)

Exclusive to small businesses and 
limited to construction projects 
that are under $3 million in total 
cost.

Divided into two tiers: SBI I – 
projects that are $3 million or less. 
SBI II – projects that are $2 million 
in total cost or less and must meet 
½ size standards from SBA.

MID-SIZE BUSINESS 
INITIATIVE (MBI)

Exclusive to small and mid-sized 
local (six counties) businesses and 
limited to construction projects that 
are between $3-20 million.

Divided into two tiers: MBI I – 
$10-20 million and firms no greater 
than two times SBA size standards. 
MBI II – $3-10 million and firms no 
greater than 1½ times size 
standards.

TARGET MARKET
PROGRAM

Target Market was created to offer 
exclusive opportunities for 
MBE/WBEs in professional 
services fields, such as 
Architecture, Engineers, or IT.

Allows prime level opportunities 
for minority and women-owned 
certified firms.
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WANT TO LEARN MORE?
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CITY OF CHICAGO CONSOLIDATED BUYING PLAN

15-month forecast of hundreds of upcoming opportunities to help 
businesses plan

Includes City of Chicago and 13 additional government agencies

Info included: buying agency, agency department, contract type, anticipated 
advertisement date, potential subcontracting opportunities

Directory of Assist Agencies with programs for local, small, minority, and 
women-owned businesses

To download the current Buying Plan, visit www.chicago.gov/dps

TARGET MARKET PROGRAM

SMALL BUSINESS INITIATIVE (SBI I & II)

SAVE THE DATE: 2020 VIRTUAL VENDOR FAIR
Join us virtually for workshops and government contracting information from subject-matter experts from:
City of Chicago, Sister Agencies, Cook County, State of Illinois, Federal Agencies, Financial Institutions, Assist 
Agencies. Our goal is to bring together bright minds to give talks that are informational, educational-focused, and on 
a wide range of subjects to foster learning, inspiration, and success. We want to raise awareness of bid opportunities 
and provoke conversations that matter, which we hope will lead to successful opportunities and partnerships.

For more information and to stay up-to-date, visit www.vendorfair.info
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