Sir,
As part of the Chicago Fire Department's (CFD) homeland security strategy, I received permission to attend a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) sponsored course.  DHS Courses provide skills necessary to conduct hazardous materials operations under the most austere of conditions.  In undertaking this training, I’ve developed skills that will benefit both the City of Chicago as well as the CFD in its ability to manage CBRNE incidents.  As part of this training, the DHS covered expenses relating to approved transportation, lodging, as well as a per diem to cover food.  As a CFD instructor, the DHS Grant in place to cover platoon workdays was not utilized to cover my time while attending this class.  Pertinent information relating to my participation and travel for this course is as follows:
- Member Information: 
Aref Abdellatif, FF/PM, File #: 19258

- Course Information: 
HIGHWAY EMERGENCY RESPONSE SPECIALIST (PER-291)

- Course Description:
This course focuses on specific fundamentals and skills associated with an emergency response to a highway incident involving Haz-Mat/WMD Highway Emergencies. Participants are provided with detailed technical information on cargo tanks (all types), intermodal (IM) portable tanks, freight vans, design and construction, non-bulk packaging, and compressed gas cylinders. Participants are trained to be proficient in hazard mitigation techniques for highway transportation incidents, transfer procedures, grounding and bonding, and safety considerations, including extensive hands-on practice of actions and responses to simulated Haz-Mat/WMD incidents.

Developed to challenge the seasoned emergency responder, participants respond throughout the week and function within a designated emergency response team. Situations involve a variety of highway related incidents/accidents involving cargo tanks, intermodal tanks, van trailers, non-bulk packaging, and compressed gas cylinders.

- Course Link:
http://sertc.org/courses/hers/  

- Course Location:
Security and Emergency Response Training Center – Pueblo, Colorado

- Course Dates:
9/25/16 – 9/30/16

- Platoon Grant Funded Days Needed for Course: 

No days utilized.    

Respectfully Submitted,

Aref Abdellatif

