Sir,

As part of the Chicago Fire Department’s (CFD) homeland security strategy, I received permission to attend a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) sponsored course.  DHS Courses provide skills necessary to conduct hazardous materials operations under the most austere of conditions.  In undertaking this training, I’ve developed skills that will benefit both the City of Chicago as well as the CFD in its ability to manage CBRNE incidents.  As part of this training, the DHS covered expenses relating to approved transportation, lodging, as well as a per diem to cover food.  I utilized 2 Days from the DHS Grant to cover my platoon duty while I attended this class.  Pertinent information relating to my participation and travel for this course is as follows:
 
· Member Information: 
Gregory Kramer, Fire Paramedic, File #: 21387
 
· Course Information: 
WMD Radiological/Nuclear Course for Hazardous Material Technicians (PER-241)
 

· Course Description:
This instructor-led, exercise-based course trains emergency response personnel to respond to radiological weapon of mass destruction (WMD) incidents while mitigating the health risks to themselves and the public. The course is taught at the Nevada National Security Site, a massive, isolated, and secure one-of-a-kind outdoor laboratory and national experiment center the size of Rhode Island.
 

Using radiological fundamentals, the course incorporates them into applied radiation theory, radiological health effects, and terrorist use of radiation and radiological material with individual performance skills required for the response to a radiological WMD incident. Participants learn radiation detection instrument and dosimeter characteristics and operation, radiological survey techniques, and operational considerations for the response to a radiological WMD incident. The gained knowledge and skills are reinforced with detailed drills and exercises using radioactive material. The course advances from individual operation and techniques to tactical employment skills in realistic hazardous material scenarios. The course challenges the responder, incorporating the individual knowledge, techniques, and tactical skills learned throughout the course with a comprehensive radiological terrorism incident final exercise.

 

· Course Link:

http://www.ctosnnsa.org/pages/courses/courses_resident.htm#course1 

 

· Course Location:

Counterterrorism Operations Support (CTOS) - Center for Radiological/Nuclear Training, 

Las Vegas, Nevada

 

· Course Dates:

10/2/16 – 10/7/16

 

· Platoon Grant Funded Days Needed for Course: 

2 Day: 10/2/16 & 10/6/16    

 
Respectfully Submitted,
 

Gregory Kramer

Fire Paramedic

Chicago Fire Department

