Dear Sir or Madam, 
As part of the Chicago Fire Department's (CFD) homeland security strategy, I received permission to attend a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) sponsored course.  DHS Courses provide skills necessary to conduct hazardous materials operations under the most austere of conditions.  In undertaking this training, I’ve developed skills that will benefit both the City of Chicago as well as the CFD in its ability to manage CBRNE incidents.  As part of this training, the DHS covered expenses relating to approved transportation, lodging, as well as a per diem to cover food.  As a CFD instructor, the DHS Grant in place to cover platoon workdays was not utilized to cover my time while attending this class.  Pertinent information relating to my participation and travel for this course is as follows:

Member Information: 
Daniel Lieber, FF/EMT, File #: 18345 

Course Information: 
Emergency Responder Hazardous Materials Technician for CBRNE Incidents (PER-272)

Course Description:
Emergency Responder Hazardous Materials Technician for CBRNE Incidents (ERHM) is a five-day course that provides training based on Occupational Safety and Health Administration standards for hazardous materials (HAZMAT) training. This 40-hour course provides participants with HAZMAT-specific response knowledge and skills, enabling them to respond safely and effectively to a suspected incident at the hazardous materials technician level. Participants receive hands-on training in donning Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Levels A and B, containing leaks and drum overpacking, containing leaks in pressurized containers, and performing technical and mass decontamination. The ERHM course culminates with performance of these offensive-level tasks in an activity in which the participants apply the knowledge and skills learned in a simulated HAZMAT environment. Graduates have the opportunity to take the National Board on Fire Service Professional Qualifications (Pro Board) and the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress exam for HAZMAT Technician certification through the Alabama Fire College.

Below are some, but not all, of the critical skill sets learned during this training program:

• Discuss hazardous materials, hazardous substances, and regulations concerning HAZMAT incidents.

• Identify self-protection measures in a HAZMAT environment.

• Discuss management of information during a HAZMAT incident.

• Demonstrate the procedures for integrating and implementing the Incident Command System (ICS) and Unified                 Command (UC) as well as performing a role within the HAZMAT Branch.

• Perform site management tasks at a HAZMAT incident.

• Describe the indicators of hazardous materials through observation of placards, labels, and containers.

• Identify HAZMAT response objectives, including the use of surveying, sampling, and monitoring equipment to                 identify HAZMAT hazards.

• Review personal protective clothing ensembles and PPE Levels A, B, and C.

• Conduct technical and nonambulatory decontamination procedures.

• Implement mitigation techniques during a HAZMAT release.

• Conduct procedures to terminate a HAZMAT incident.

• Demonstrate the proper response to a HAZMAT incident applying the skills and knowledge gained during the first             four days of the course.

Course Link:
https://cdp.dhs.gov/find-training/course/PER-272
Course Location:
Center for Domestic Preparedness, Anniston, Alabama

Course Dates:
10/30/16 – 11/5/

Platoon Grant Funded Days Needed for Course: 

No days utilized.    

Respectfully Submitted,

Daniel Lieber

FF/EMT

Chicago Fire Department

