Sir:

As part of the Chicago Fire Department's (CFD) homeland security strategy, I received permission to attend a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) sponsored course. DHS Courses provide skills necessary to conduct hazardous materials operations under the most austere of conditions. In undertaking this training, I’ve developed skills that will benefit both the City of Chicago as well as the CFD in its ability to manage CBRNE incidents. As part of this training, the DHS covered expenses relating to approved transportation, lodging, as well as a per diem to cover food. I utilized 3 Days from the DHS Grant to cover my platoon duty while I attended this class. Pertinent information relating to my participation and travel for this course is as follows:

* Member Information:

John O’Carroll, FF/EMT, File #: 19500, Shift: 2D

* Course Information:

TANK CAR SPECIALIST (PER-290)

* Course Description:

This course is designed to address specific fundamentals and skills associated with an emergency response to a rail surface transportation incident involving Haz-Mat/WMD. The TCS course will provide technical knowledge pertaining to tank cars, including damage assessment, oversight for product removal, and movement of damaged tank and other rail cars present. They will conduct site assessments of incidents, damage assessments of the containers, and will conduct product removal using different transfer techniques on the various DOT containers used in rail transportation. The skills acquired at this specialty course are above and beyond that of a Haz-Mat/WMD technician. The TCS course provides technical information and includes extensive hands-on practice of incident actions on full-scale scenario-based rail Haz-Mat/WMD surface transportation incidents.

Participants learn about various types of rail cars, their nomenclature, design features, commodities, and common types of leaks involved during an emergency. Containment measures, product transfer techniques, and liquid/vapor flaring options are also covered. This Tank Car Specialist course covers the technical skills and knowledge necessary for effectively managing a Haz-Mat/WMD incident in a rail transportation emergency. Most of the training is hands-on, conducted in the field

* Course Link: http://sertc.org/courses/tcs/
* Course Location:

Security and Emergency Response Training Center – Pueblo, Colorado

* Course Dates:

11/6/16 – 11/12/16

* Platoon Grant Funded Days Needed for Course:

3 Days: 11/6/16 (2E), 11/9/16 (2A), & 11/12/16 (2B)

Respectfully Submitted,

John O’Carroll

FF/EMT

Chicago Fire Department

