
City of Chicago  
Department of Finance 

Benefits Management Division
333 South State, Room 400

Chicago, IL 60604-3978
benefitshelp@cityofchicago.org 
www.cityofchicago.org/benefits

June 1,  2011

When the new Civil Union law becomes effective in Illinois on June 1, 2011, City of Chicago employees, who are 
enrolled for medical benefits, may add a Civil Union Spouse (same sex or opposite sex) as an eligible dependent, if 
all enrollment guidelines are met. 

If the following enrollment form and proof of dependency certified document is not submitted to Benefits Management  
within the required timeframes outlined below, your next opportunity to enroll your Civil Union Spouse will be the annual Open  
Enrollment Period:

•	 Civil Union Spouse Information Form is required within 30 days of the ceremony. (This new form is available  
	 either from your department’s personnel section Benefits Liaison or from the Benefits  Management Office)	

•	 Civil Union License is required within 60 days of the ceremony. (The license must be certified. Photocopies are not 
 	 acceptable. The certified license is issued by county clerks in Illinois.)

Important Reminder: Spouse enrollment (opposite sex) and Domestic Partner enrollment (same sex) are additional 
dependent eligibility options for City employees, if all enrollment guidelines are met:

How to Add Your Spouse (opposite sex) -  A Spouse Information Form must be submitted to Benefits Management within 
30 days of your marriage. (This form is available on-line: www.cityofchicago.org/benefits. A paper enrollment form can  
also be obtained either from your department’s personnel section Benefits Liaison or from the Benefits Management Office. 
In addition, a certified marriage license must be submitted to Benefits Management within 60 days of your marriage.

How to Add Your Domestic Partner (same sex) – A Certificate of Partnership obtained from the City of Chicago  
Department of Human Resources is required prior to Benefits Management enrollment. For more details, please contact 
Jesus Alanis: (312) 744-8289. 

 
Understanding Your Dependent Enrollment NEW Options

See Reverse Side

Please see the reverse side of this Benefits Bulletin for Civil Union Law Highlights that 
are currently posted on the Cook County Clerk website: 

 www.cookcountyclerk.com



Public Act 96-1513 
Civil Union Law Highlights

The following information is currently posted on the 
Cook County Clerk website: www.cookcountyclerk.com
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