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Dear Fellow Chi~oans; 

~early reo yeus ago, we inttoduced lhe Gu•de 10 the CJut:llgo 
LatuisCllJH Ordwznce In lhe decade smee. tlus gwde has beco!D<' a valuable 
teSCWCe m amphfymg md illusttatiDg lhe requirementS of lhe Landsape 
On!Dwlo:e.lllrou3b coiiSISieZitapplicanon and enforcement oflhe ordmance • 
.. -c hove moved close to our goal of greener naghborhooch. tree-lined streets 
IDd boulevards, lllllm aanetive commercial streets, and enb•nc:ed propeny 
values. 

l\ow, u we embark upon a new millennium, this aclmuustranon :&nd 
lhe City Council hove again taken lhe lead in beaurifymg our ell)' by passmg a 
n:V!Sed Landscape Ordlhanee. I invite you to study this Guide 10 the Chicago 
LmuiscOJH Ordlnonc• 10 unders1and lhese changes and lhe new ways in 
which we can all unprove lheebaracterofourcil)'. 

I commend lhe individuals who have contributed 1he1r lcnowled~:e and 
SJrPPOn 10 !Ius efl'on. I urge lhe einzens of Chicago 10 JOUl m wholebeaned 
~of our new J.andscape Ordinance. I look forwud 10 aU of us s~ m 
!he bcnefils of an IDCI'CUmgly beautiful city. 

Guide to the Chicago Landscape Ordinance 
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The goal of Chicago's landsupe otduun~ has been to help U$ bve up to the 
dcscnpnon of Chieago eap~d m ow- Cny seal "t:rbs m Hono:· or C11y in • 
Garden. Our objecnve IS"" attracnve city of tree·lmed street$ and boulevards. 
sreener neighborhoods. and enhanced property values. Clue ago has had a 
strong landscape ordinance 111 effect since 1 ~1. 2J1d many of those ob;ectives 
have already been achteved. Hundreds ofprojeca have planted thous3.1lds of 
crees and shrubs in parJ..'WIIys and around or within parlung loa smce that tune. 

The people of Clncago (restdentS, business ov.ners, and \'ISttOI'$ alike) benefit 
from a more beautiful Clty filled wuh ~rees. shrubs. and flowm We all benefit 
when the bJgb tempetalllteS of the ""wbo:t bea: island .. are lowered by the 
extenslVe use of spreading cannpy trees over hot. asphalt pa,•ed streea parlung 
loiS. Birds and other wildlife benefit from the cesnng 3.1ld resnng habnat. 
refuge, :1nd food sources provided by landscapmg in what could olherwtse be a 
sterile urban envirollXDCnt. 

The City of Chicago ius led by eXli!Dple in the :rrea of urban landscaping, and 
has not asked others to do what tt is not willing to do useli Streetseape proJectS 
have resulted in greemng and beaullficaaon throughout the ctty. Schools, 
libnncs, police :md r.re sa nons. and other public buildmgs are, almost without 
excepnon, designed and built With eons•d=tio!l for 12l1dscapmg and beaun!\ca. 
non. It ts destred that all publlc buildmg p:o;eciS plant trees measuring a 
=urn of 4" cahpeut wne of planting. 

The l""dsc:ape ordinance adopted in 1~1 required pro;cciS above a mimmum 
s!U (not including single fanuly homes. 1\\'0-flats, and three-flats) to instill and 
m.amum landscaping as pan of thetr construction, rep:ur, or rehabibunon. 
wdscaping was requued m three baste categories: 

• Puk\1.-ay plmting 
• P3rlung lot 3Jld ,-eblcular use :ttea sc:reen:ng 
• Parlang lot and 'ehicular use area mternal plmnng 

It IS the mtent of this revised 11ndsc3pe ordiMnce to make Clucago healthier and 
more beautiful This may be done by !IllDatlng landscapmg requtremc:nts in 
areas whtcb were prev•ously overlooked, or by incre3Sing landscaping require
ments where the CXJSDDg requiremena have rumed out to be tnadequate, or by 
defintng requirements more carefully. so that landscapmg IS no: •voided 
througb use of wrinu:nnonal "loopholes." In addtnon to s~reDs;therung e.xisting 
reqwremc:ntS, landscapmg and other related enhanccmo:nts will be reqUired m 
the followmg zddlno.W eategones· 

• Parlang Stl'\lctures and garages 
• Enhancements (plantel'$. street fwrushmgs. etc.) 
• Growing medtwn and planter destgn 

:\ot all of the landscape reqwrements are bemg changed Some of the basic 
features, inciudmg p:o;ects that are exempt from landscaplllg requ~remena, 

=m the same. Park\\'llys treeS. for example, "ill snll be requrred ot the rate 
of one ( 1) tree pet 1\\enty-tive ltnear feet (LF) of Slreet frontage: the size of the 
trees. however, will be I!ICTUSed The "Summary .. seeno:1 proVIdes an over
, .iew of the lle\\ landscapmg requtrements. :md the b•lance of Llus document 
pro,,des a detliled explanation and il!UStranon of all of the new land=ping 
requ~na. 

Gutde to the Chiago Landsupe Ordtnance 
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What types of projects are exempt from landscaping 
requirements? 

• Construction. repau-, or rehabilitation of any one, two, or three family 
dwelling 

• Restoration of any building or portion !hereof damaged by fire, explosion, 
flood. casualty, or other cai&DUty 

• Construction. repm. or rebabtbtanon of any accessory (e.g., garage. fence, 
eu:.) buildings or Slnlcrures 

In what other instances is landscaping not required? 

• Parlcway trees are not requll'Cd where the pad;way (me distance from the 
c:urb to me right-of-way) is less than nJnc (9) feet wide 

• Scrcctung is not reqwred for parking lots or odler vchacular usc areas 
sm:~ller man 1.200 square feet (SF) 

• Internal pbnong IS not reqwred for porlong lots or odler vclucular usc areas 
smaller man 3,000 SF 

What types of projects are required to install and 
maintain landscaping? 

Parkwo.y planting is required for: 

• Construction of any ponctpal buildlllg (t.e .. the= butldlllg or struerure. 
as opposed to an acCC$$0ry use or Structure) 

• AdditiOns to buildmgs ID excess of I.SOO SF of floor area 
• Rcpatr or rebabiliullon of a butldlllg If the cost exceeds $10.000 or SO 

perceot of the buildlllg's replacement COSI. wlucbevcr IS ~tcr 
• Consii'UCilon of any parlonglot or other ' 'cbic:ular usc area greater man 

1,200 SF 
• Reparr, rebabilitauon. or expartsion of any existi.og parkmg lot or other 

veluc:ular usc are3 contauuDg more than 1,200 SF of such repair, rehllbilita· 
oon. or expanston would mere~ the number of eXlSil.og parlung spaces by 
more than 25 percent or 4 spaces 

• Daagonal parking designed and constrUCted within the nght-of-wa~ 

Landscape screening o.round parkin: lots and olher 'thicular usc 
areas is required for: 

• ConstruCtion of any ,·ebtcular usc area of 1,200 SF or more wluch IS VISible 
from a public rig!lt-of-way 

• Construction of any vehacular usc area of J .200 SF or more connsuous to a 
Restdcnce District or clUSMS wtitution (e.g., schools. bospat3ls, churches. 
etc .) 

• Repair, rebabibtanoo. or expansion of any CXlSilDg parkmg lot or o!he~ 
\·eluculu use :>Iea more than J .200 SF ii suc:b repa.rr. rehabtlu:mon. or 
expansaon would me= the number o~ eJUStmg parking spaces by more 
than 25 perceot or 4 spaces. whichever IS less. 

Gu1de to the Chicago Ulldscape Ordinance 3 



Applicability 

L:111ci$Upe planting ,.; thin p:ukinJ: lots 2nd other 'thioub r use 
2reas IS rtquirtd for: 

• Construeaon ofvehteular use =s of 1.200 SF or more 

Is a special permit necessary for the installation of required 
landscaping? 

• A penntt is required from lhe Bur~u of Forestry to remove, plant, tnm. or 
cake any aeaon that will, in any way, affect the be:lllh of trees tn the public 
nght-of-way. 

• A separate landscape pemut IS no: reqwred for other lanclsupe matfila!s. 
Landscaptng pemuts are a pan of the normal process of bwldtng and 
zonmg pennlt appucanons. If you are reqwred to apply for bwldmg or 
zonmg pmrulS. you may be reqwred to subnut landsc3ptng plans. You 
should I) detemune whether the project IS sub;ectto the reqwremeDts of 
these GutdeluteS. 2) detetmine the euct requtre=lS, 3) prepare a Jane. 
scape p!IUI. and 4) subm:t the plan to the Depanment ofZonmg (Room 800. 
Ctty Hoi!, 121 :-;oru. LaS:ille Stteet. Chtcago. TlltnoiS 60602) as a put of 
the buddtng perm11 appucattoD. 

• The Department of Zotllllg will review and npprove or disapprove the 
landscape plan. If it IS not approved, specific recommendnnons to bnng the 
landscape plan ultO conformance with these GuidciUleS Will be noted on the 
conecuon sheet. 

Wbat information must be submitted? 

• See Appeadlx B for a checklist of rtqwred mformanon. A copy of thiS 
checkliSt should be attached to the land.sc3pe plan and fiUtd out by the 
apphc=nt pnor to submiSsi= 

• I andseape pemut dra"'1llgS must contain the sworn satetnent by the owner 
and regiStertd landscape architect that the drawt11gs have been prepared in 
accordance wnh the requiremenlS of the Landscape OrduiAnce of the City 
of Cluca110 and of the Gu1de to zhe Ch1cago Landscape Ordinance. 

Wbat types of plant materials are acceptable? 

• See Appendtx C for a list of aeeepable trees, shrubs. and other plants 

Can tbe landscaping requirements be waived? 

• The screentng or la.adsca;>e requirements may be W3t\'ed or modified 
pro,1dtd th2t the Zonmg Ad:ninistrator fmds that I) the stnel appltcatio:> of 
the requtmnents would depnve the opplteant of n:ason.abk use of the la:lc! 
or would otherwue unpose an unre:lSOnable hardship, and 2) the condmons 
:md CllCumsances upon winch the watver or modlfieauon ts sought ore not 
caused by the apphcanL Furthermore. the Zorung AdrnmlSttator may pemut 
an arehtteerural or urban desi,gn solution to the sereenmg of park.tng orens 
provtded the :tltemanve meets the reqwrements ofSubsecnon I ! 7 A·3 ( 1 0) 
of lhe Chteago Zonmg Ordinance. 

The City of Ch•cago 

, 



How long does it take to get a permit? 

• A landscape plan will require no more ume than is requi~ for nornul 
processing ofbuildmg and zoning appueauons. In some cases. eondltlO:u.l 
approval of your zorung pemuts nuy be ~ved pendmg the Burttu of 
Forestry's rev1e"' of proposed ~ay trees The Bureau of Foresuy will 
process parkway tree plans and pemllts wnhm sevo v.o:lcmg days. 

How will the landscaping requirements be enforced? 

• Personnel from the Department of Zoning will inspect pro;ect snes to 
ensure that the requtred land.scapmg lw been installed. A Cemficate of 
Occupancy will not be issued 1111til mspectots have visned the Site and 
detemuned that the required !3rulscapmg has been ms:alled. Surface 
parlang lots and other ''ehieular use areas requ~re a Certil1cate of0ccu
J>3liCY· 

• l! weather prevents the installation of required landscaping, the Zonms 
Administrator will rcqln!e a performance bond to insure that the required 
landscaping will be installed withm a reasonable bme period (up to "" 
months). FoUowmg the mstallation of the reQUI!Cd lan<lscapmg and mspec
non bY the cny personnel the perfonnanec: bond will be released. 

• I! an applicant IS plantmg more than twenty-five (25) parkway trees, the 
Bureau of Foresuy requires that all tree UIJ:ging be done by a Bureau 
represene~uve pnor to digging. ApplicantS should ensure that the nursery
man supplying the treeS and the landscape architect observmg the planllllg 
are familiar With the Bureau· s standards and spccrficatJons. In other 
S11U3tlons. the Bureau· s s:taff v.ill mspect treeS at the nursery u requested 
by the applicant. In sueh cases. the applicant must pay all Bureau expenses 
for mspcenon 111Ciudmg the cost of travel, lodging (if necessary), and a ten 

percent admmisc:auve overhead fee. 

• A pemut must be obtained from the Bureau of Forestry pnor to pliU!Illlg 
treeS in the public nght-of-way 

What is an ac:c:eptable performance bond? 

• When a perfornut>ce bond is reqwred. the buildmg owner shall post such 
bond with the Comptroller of the C1ty of Ch1cago. A performAnce bond 
may include City securities or fixed income securities, at the Comptroiler's 
dis<:retion. to ensure the insCI.!Iation of the rcqwred l=dscapmJI. 

• In the event of a failure m the reqwnd performance. me Zorung Adirurus
trator s!W1 noufy the building O"-'tltr of sucb flililre md slull supulate the 
period ofnme 111 wlucb the bwldmg owner lw to correct the fa1lure. If :he 
failure IS not corrected m the supulated ume. the Zorung Admm1stn1tor may 
declare the buildmg owner m default of the required performance. and the 
City may enforce the obligauon by whatever means may be appropnate to 
the s!IU3noo. Thts mcludes letting contracts for doing ony requtn!d p!a.'ltmg. 
mst:illation. or numtenancc. and p•ymg all lAbor. matenal and other costs 
connec~ With sucb work from the bond or City secunnes the buildmg 
o"ner IS rcQUirCd 10 provide. 

• The Department ofZonms shall wnte atld let a c=ct for the 111Stalbnon 

Gu1de to the Ch.ca:o undscape Ordinance 
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Permit review 

6 

of required landsupmg for projee1S in default Once the contnetLS 
awuded. the bondll!g pnces will be based upon the conttaCl b1d prices. 
Havmg a conttactor =dily av.rilable to :nsut.lllalldscapl!lg will encourage 
developen to complete the landscapmg on their own Also. lhl$ contru:t can 
be re-b1d atappropn>te mtcrvals to keep bondmg amountS compennvc and 
cwrc:nt wtth market pnc:es. 

The value of the bond or C11y securines arc as follows: 

S7SO.OO per required 4" or greater caliper tree in greater downtown area 
SSOO.OO per reqwred 2.5" or greater caliper tree 

SSO.OO per reqwrcd sluub 
SS.OO per square foot of reqwrcd 1andscaped area 

Who is respousible for the mainteuauce of required 
landscaping? 

• All reqwred !>Msopmg must be =lllincd by the propcny owner m good 
condtnon. Any d>magcd or dead trees, sluubs, or gr011Dd(:over must be 
promptly replaced MamteiWlce of huulsc•ped areas mcludes. but IS not 
ltnUted co. wccdulg. mowmg. trimmmg, prurung cdgmg. culnvanon, 
secdmj;, fettilizat1on. w:~termg. pest control. and anythmg else necessary to 
ensure healthy, vigorous plant growth >nd m:~mta1n the area m • Sightly 
condnion. 

• The l:llldscape ordinance requires property owners tO m:~intain p>rkw>y 
trees for a mmunum period of five ye= following thelt uunal planung. 
After lhl$ five year period. the City's Bureau of Forestry "~II assume 
responsibility for the maintenance of parkway trees Landseapmg installed 
on pnvate property must be =mined dunng all nmes that the propc:ty is 
muse. 

• for more mformanon. contact: 

Zonmg Desk 
Department of Plamung and Dcvelopmeru 
C11y Hall. Room 1000 
121 :'\orth LaSalle Street 
Chicago, lllmois 60602 
(312) 744-9445 

The Oty of Chicago 



Ht&hh&hiS of the W.dsc.lpe ordinance~ 3$ follo,.-s; see following chapterS for 
eomple~e ltsiS of mju.tremots: 

ParJn,·a) planting 
• One (I) tree per twcnry-five (25) linear feet (LF) of frontage on a public 

ngbt-<lf-way 
• Four (4) mch minimum caliper trees wulun the .. greater downtown .. (area 

bounded by ~orth Avenue. Lake :'vlicbigllll, Cermak Road. and Asltland 
Avenue) 

• Two-and-one-half (2-112) inch minimum caliper trees outside the "greater 
downtown .. 

• All public building projects should, but are not requited to. weal! four (4) 
inch mmimum cahper trees. regardless of lor:auon rebtivc to the .. greater 
downtown" 

• CoDWlUous, open planterS with eonanuous planang soil volumes are 
preferred 

• Tn:c pates are reqwred where trees are planted m Sidewalk openmgs; use 
of pteS made from recycled materla!s is eocoungcd 

• Strue1111'al sot! or root paths are mjwred below stdewalks when tree grates 
are used 

• Black bva rock mulch and IS gauge galvan=d hard wue mesh are 
reqwrcd in tree pitS below tree grates in the greater downtown area 

• :'vlmimum branch height: 7'-fJ" above the rootbaU 

Parking lot and vehicular use area screening 
• Seven (7) foot wide perimeter la.ndscapcd uea (2 foot car overhang, 5 foot 

landscaped area) 
• ConMuous screening bedge, maintained between thirty (30) and forry-cight 

(48) mcbcs height 
• Tree pl2nr:mg rcqwred m petull<'te lmdscapcd ~~ at a ra~t of one per 

twenry-fivc (25) feet of linear frontage. 
• Flexibility m tree spacmg fo: perime~tr laodscapc area 
• Ornamental ~cal fencing arotmd new par1una lots and other vehicular use 

ar= (4 foot height rypica-1: 6 foot betgbt around secured puiang lolS), to 

be lor:ated five (S) feet from sidewalk in seven (7) foot ~ltr W.d
scapcd area 

• Ornamental metal fencmg around exisnng parking lots and other vehicular 
usc areas (betgbiS per above): 

Extslln£ parkmg lots in greater downtown tO add orrwnental metal 
fencing by 2002 
Existing parldng lots above I 00 spaces to add omamcnral metal 
fcncmg by 2004 
Exis11ng puking loiS above<: spaces to add omamencal metal fencing 
by 2006 
:\o requtmnents for existing parking lots of not· for-profit instituuons 
FcnCU~~: rcquucd only along public ngbt-of-way: alleys not included 

• Ornamental metal fcncmg reqwred along lot lines adJaCent to public streets 
• Wall. fence. o: hedge reqwred along Side or rear lot lmcs of properues 

conu~ous -..,th restdcnti.al distnCIS 
• Clwn-lmk fencmg not permitted 
• Hose bibbs reqwred every one hund.-ed (100) feet throughout pettm~ltr 

Ltndscapc area 

Gu1de to the Chlago Landscape Ordinance 7 



Summary of landscape requirements 

Parking lot and vehicular use area internal planting 
• Requm:d landscaped uea of parking lotS and other vebicultlr usc areas to 

vary as a function of size: 
- Parking lotS below 3.000 SF: ~o mtcmal landscaped area required 
- Parking lots be~ 3.000 and 4,500 SF· lntermll2ndsc:aped area 

equal to fh·e (5) peree:u of total area 
- Parking lots between 4,500 and 30.000 SF: lmcmal b.ndscaped a= 

equal to seven and one-!ulf (7 .5) percent of total area 
- Parking lotS above 30,000 SF: !ntemall:U!dsc:aped :trea equal to ten 

(10) percent of total :trea 
• One (I) tree per 125 SF of reqwred mtelllllllandscaped area, exclustve of 

ucc plant!Jlg reqwred m perimeter landscape area - see Chapter Two 
• Four (4) UlCh mmtmnm caliper uccs wnhUl the ~gre3ttr downtown~ (see 

above) 
• Two and one-half (2-1 2") inch nununwn ealipeT uccs outstde the 

~greater downtown" 
• Tree location, velueular use areas below 4,500 SF: Required uees may 

be planted on perimeter 
• Tree locanon, velueulat use areas above 4.500 SF: Reqwred uees must 

be: pl3nted UlllltemallSiands 

• t:se of porous or penne3b!e pa'-inll matenals for overl1ov.• parluog and 
other lov. use areas IS encouraged 

• ~um two foot (2' -0} exe:>vanon below the parking surface 
• Baeldill inte:mal islands with topsoil to top of curb, and mound topsoil up 

another six (6) inches above top of surrounding curb 
• 'lise spreading c::mopy uces, to increase shade and reduce ''urban heat 

ISland" effect 

Parking structures 2IId garages 
• Trees. shrubs, poundeover, and perenmal p!annngs must be: planted in 

any requ1red setback zone 
• Vines may be required at the base of a parking suueture, if so determined 

by the Department of Planning and Development 
• One hundred pc:recm of LOtallinear footage of unscreened suuerure 

openings facmg a public nght-of-way IS requited to have penmettr 
pl=ers. landsaped upper level setb•eks. hangmg baskets, no .. ·c boxes. 
or trellises wtth plan:s disul'buted along the entire length of the facode 

• l.ODSCreened openings facing residennal uses or other sensinve conditions 
and not facmg a public right-of-way may be: required to have peruneter 
planting methods per above 

• l.Oncovered parlcing on the top level of a parking structure shall require 
roof top planters around the enure pe~ter of the top floor 

Enhancements (planters. street furnishings, etc.) 
• One (I) SF of side-..':l!l< planter reqwred per linear foot ofpubhe nght-of

way frontage tn Ail'as where uees cannot be: planted; stdewalk planters 
encouraged Ill other areas 

• Rooftop penrncter planters requued on all structures where the roof is 
usable sp1ee (i.e. access fo' bulldmg residents or users is encouraged) 

• Six (6) foot haghl masonry screen wall required uound dumpsters and 
other uash COIICCbOII bins and areas, furnished with opoque. lockable 
gatC$. masonry W3lls with v10es pl:tmed at the base 

8 The Ctcy of Choeago 



Summary of landscape requirements 

• One (I) outdoor-type dual-outlet receptacle reqwred per side"'"3!k planter 
or ~e, for seasonal bghting o: decoranoo, m grea:er downtown ond 
eollll!leretal we o.reas only 

Gro"iog medium 
• Three foot (3 • -Oj nunimum depth 
• Three foot sue mch (3 '-6~) nurumum mstde clear width: greater than five 

feet (S" ·0") •s desll'3b!e 
• S01l eomposmon: 45· 77% silt, ()...25% clay. 25-33% und 
• Soli acidity: pH 6.0 10 7.0: amend soil as requtted to achieve this pH 

range 
• Soil OrgJJUe content. 1bree (3) to five (S) percent 
• Parkway planterS to be es long end es continuous as possible 
• :.illllmum five feet (S'-Oi from the inside edge of the planter or tree p11 

to the b.st ~em mt series or group of~ 
• CUrbs md low railings to be msW!ed around parkway planters through· 

out the "greater downtown," m commcrcal we areas, ond m o:her heavy 
pedc:stnm traffic areas 

• Percolanon testmg to be done pnor to msW!anon of any plannng 
• Soil tesnn& of cusnng soils to be done pnor 10 tnstalbtion of any 

pl&Dnng 
• Soil t<StmJ: of 11np0n soils to be done pnor to msullauon of :my planting 
• :-.lecb:ulical subsurface drainage requtted m areas wtth poor percolation 

:md d:amage r3tes 
• Groundeover and low shrub planting required wtead or gt3SS, bark or 

gnvel mulch, or other non-live l:tl3te..Ws 
• "Strucrun\1 soil" (e.g., "CorneD" mix, etc.) at 2 depth of two foot stx 

inches (2'·61 and I or root p:1ths reqwred below sidew:alk slabs between 
parkw2y planterS 3lld other plannng are3S or greenspaee 

• When 'tdC"'3lks are replaced, "strucwral soil" or root p3ths are requued 
below sidewalk slabs to pemut roo: growth beyond small pn or cut-out m 
sidewalk 

• Root p:1ths may be used to connect~ planted 111 pvkways (the 
dlSWK:e from the back of the curb 10 the edge of the nght-of·way) to 
adjacentgreenspsee 

:\1ainteoaoce 
• All reqUl!ed landscaping on pnvate propeny to be mainumed throughout 

the life of the pro;ect; obliganon assumed by subsequent owners 
• All requl!Cd landseapmg within public ngbt-of-way to be replaced. if 

needed. for a mirurnum of five (5) years by lhe original Bpplicant and any 
subsequent owners. Responsibility for replacement will be usumed after 
live (5) years by lhe City of Cbleago 

• RamfaU to be SL-pplemented with water for a total r3te of one (I) mel: per 
"'eek during the growing seasons for the first three ye:l!'S 

• Slo"' release (e.g. "ga:orj b:>gs are recommended for supplerne:ml 
wa:enng 

• Post public nonce of landseape mstallanon and nwntenanee requ:.re· 
lt'.cnts. m order to alen neighbon aod ooneemed ctllUns to a proJect's 
landscape requuements 

• AU rcqu11ed laodscapmg to be replaced throughout lhe hfe of the pro;ect, 
as reqUI!ed; obbganon assumed by subsequent owners 

Guide to the Chicago Landscape Ord•nance 



Summary of landscape requirements 
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Warranty 
• All reqwred landscapmg on pnvote propC'I't} to he replaced throughout the 

life of the pro;eet. as requmd; obllg:mon assumed by subsequent ownc:s 
• All reqwred land.sen;nn& WJtlrin public nght-of-way to be replaced. tf 

needed. for a mmimum of five (5) )'ears by the ongmal applicant and any 
subsequent owners. Responsibility for replacement will he assumed oiler 
five (5) years by the City of Cbicago 

Submittals 
• See Appendix B for a list of information reqwred Wlth landscape plans 
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tree m parkway planter 

parlung lot mtemal 

perimeter l;u~dsea pe area 

fence 

tree 1 n gnte 

- erms ;u~d references commonly 
used throughout the Gutde Include 
those shown here 



There is a world of difference between a sludy, srecn. tree-llned screet. on the 
one b:md, and a bot, treeless street dominated by paving. on the other hand. Tne 
principal difference berween these rwo streets. ond the percepuon oftheu 
attraCnveness or unauracaveness. is the prtien.ce or lack of shade treeS planted 
m the pari:way. The parkway is measured from the back of the CW'b to the edge 
o!the rigln-o!-way. The parkway pla.nnn: are> tS located between the b:ck of 
ewb and the Sldewalk wulun the publlc ngbt-of-way. 

Parkway plannngiS the most typical requuement of !:mdscape ordiiWlces 
lhroughout the country. Parkway planung has been a requirement of Chicago's 
Landscape ordinance from the begimung 1lus proposed revisiOn of the land
scape ordinance would not change the number of trees requued. but would 
t:ICTt:lSC their SJZC 111 narrow sidewalk areas. or sidewalks where there is he:>Vy 
pec!esll"= traffic. and treeS= be planted m tree pits. or cut-outs "'thm the 
pavtng. this proposed reVtSton of the landscape ordliW!ce would requue that 
treeS be protected by tree grates when they ltUISI be planted m tree p1ts t:se of 
tree guards, to protect trees further, would be encouraged. but not requued. 

Parkway pllmnng requirements= explamed and illustrated m de~il Ul thts 
section, and are SurnmartUd below: 
• One (I) tree per twenty-five (25) llllear feet (LF) of frontage on a publlc 

ngbt-of·"~Y 
• Four (4) mch mmunum caliper treeS w11lun the -greater downtown" (area 

bounded by ~onh Avenue. Lake :'vitclugat~, Cerm.U: Road. and ;Uhland 
Avenue) 

• Tw~and-one-hal! (2-112) inch nurumum caliper trees outside the "greater 
downtov.n·· 

• All public bwldmg proJects should. but= not required to, msul! four (4) 
mcb mm1mum callper treeS. regardless oflocation rebn'e to the -greater 
do~"D!!wn ... 

• Continuous, open plulters with connnuous planung sot! volwncs are 
preferred 

• Tree grates are required where trees are p!Jlnted in s1dcwalk opentngs; use 
of grates made from recycled matenals ts encouraged 

• Structural soil or root paths :ue requued below sidewalks when tree gr..tcS 
are used 

• Black 12va rock mulch and 18 gauge calvan=d ha..-d wue mesh are 
requited m tree pus be!ow tree grates m the greater downtown area 

• :\'linimum branch height: 7 · -0" abo' e the rootbaU 

Illustration Requirement 

Pvicway trees help tmprove the 
ViSual cltar:acter of a neoghborhood 
wh•le reducing glare and heat from 
the sun. 

Lake 
MIChigan 

Chicago my limlt.s 

2.5''cal•per 
• Trees pllmted outside the greater downtown area (~orth A venue. Lake 

)111chlsan. Cerm.U: R03d. Ashland Avenue) are to be 2.S' minimum callper 

• Trees pi:~.n:cd Wllhln ~ea:er downtown area are to be 4" minimum abper 

• All publlc butldmg proJeCts should. but are not reqUI!ed to. ms~all four (4) 
mch mmirnum cahpcr troes. regardless of location relative to the "greater 
downtown·· 

Gutde to the Chtago Landscape Ordinance II 



Parkway planting 

lllustrOJIOn 

R.O.W.J 

street 

Street 

Street 

street I 
cross 

I !R.O.W. 

resident.al 
drrveway 

near s1de 

~ 
d1reetlon 

Requirement 

• Street trees must be at least 30' from the nght-oi·'-'"llY (R.O.W.) !me or 
property !me on the side of the street intersection closer to an automobile 
driver ("'near s1de'') 

• S!reet trees must be at least 20' from the ngbt-of-way (R.O. W.) line or 
oropcrty 1= on the side of the ~ mterseetiol'l farther from an automo
bile driver (''far side} 

• 

• 

Street trees must be at least 20' from the edge of an alley or commercial 
dnve on the Side of the stree: mtenecuon cfoser roan automobile dnver 
("'Dear s1de} 

Street trees must be at least I o· from the edge of an alley or commerc1al 
drive on the side of the street intersecuon f.:rtber from :m automobile driver 
("far side") 

• Street trees must be at least l o· from the edge oi a res•dential dnvev.-ay on 
the side of the street interseeoon closer to an automobile dover ("near 
side") 

• Street ~ lllllS1 be at least I o· from the edge of a res1denn.al dri, .• ,.,ay on 
the side of the Street tntersecnon fll!ther from an >utomob•!e drwer ("far 
side") 

• One tree per 25 lmear feet (LF) of frontage :s reqwred m pJ.rkways 

12 The Oty of Chlago 



Illustration 

street ------- -., 
parkway planter 
stdewalk 

street 

.---exosting tr~ tO 
rematn 
d.a&onal parlang 

Parkway planting 

Requirement 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Whe.-e the parkway (the d.lst.;tnee from the back of the curb to the edge of 
!he right-of-way) ts fess than or equal to 9 feet wu!e. no Stree: tree tS 
requited 

Otru:r enhancements (planters, etc.) are requtred; see Clulpter Five 

\Vne.-e the parkway (the dlsWICe from the back of the curb to the edge of 
the right-of-way) IS bel\\~n 9 and 12 feet wtde, stteet ~rees must be planted 
using a tree grate to ptovtde adequate room for pedes1rtanS 

Stteet tn:es planted with ttee grates must be planted in topsoil backfill wolh 
StrUC1Ural soil placed between tree pits under pavement ax=; see Chapter 
Six and AppendiX E 

Where the pukway (the cllsW!ce from the back of the curb to the edge of 
the right-of-way) a more than 12 feet wide. sttect trees must be planted m a 
eonunuous parkway pl4nter 

Planters must be at least3'-0" wtde (inside-to-ll!Stde of perimeter curb) 

• Tee use of sttuetur.tl soil tna> be rcquued under s:de"'allo:s OUlSide of the 
parlcv."ay planter; see Chapter SIX and iO.ppendlX E 

• 

• 

• 

\\!hen cilagonal parking is destgned and consttueted wtthm the parl.:way • 
eXtSung trees tn the parkway are to be saved by mcorporumg them into 
islands 

~ew trees arc to be planted m ISlands at both ends of the parlung uea m 
unusable end a landS. provtded 30'ne:rr side and 20' far sode setoaclcs are 
mt't 

PlanttngiSlands m diagonal parking areas must be spaced no further than 
fifteen ( l 5) parkmg spoces a pan 

Guide co the ChoQ&o Landscape Ordinance 13 



Parkway planting 

Rlusmlllon 

tree grue 
.---Win! ITM!S. .. 

lava rock mulch 

Requtremenr 

• :!Yhrumwn branch hetgbt m the G=ter Downtown Ara 7" ·0" as me:uured 
from the top of the rootball 

• Mtntmwn branch betght m •ll other :ueas: 6"-0"" as measured from the top 
of the rootball 

• 

• 
• 

Tree gr.ues are reqwred where uees requited by the landsu.pe ordinance 
ue pfanted m stdev.-alk opening (Lt. no open pns are allowed) 

Opemng at 11'\lilk must be el<!>3ndab!e 

l'o upb&hnng can be located below grade under the grate 

• If condwt for electric receptacle lS proVIded. tt must run over, not through. 
the root ball 

• Tree guards are allowed. b-.1t not reqwrcd.. where trees are planted in a 
sidev.'alk open.mg wnh a tree grate 

• Tree g~Wds rruy onlv be !:sed where there lS a history of damage to Street 
no=: they are not to be used ;>u.-c!y for aestbene reasons 

• In greater downtown area only. black lava rock mulch lS reqwred in tree 
ptts wtth tree grates 

• Lava rock to be of a mmnnum depth to JUSt fill \·otd between rootb;tll :md 
tree grate 

• In J:teater. downtown :>rea only. e:ghteen (I 8) gau~e b:>rd "'ue mesh 
req\ured lor rodent control 

• WtrC mesh to h;ave on operttng around the tree 11'\lilk of 12"" to allow tru:>lo: 
growth 

14 The Coty of Chocago 



ln order to protect uees and their root systems, new pari--way trees must be 
located no closer than the following distances from walks, curbs, utilities, and 
other SU'Ucrores in the parl.way: 

Structure 

Curbs (measured from vertical face) 

BuHding exits 
Counesy walks 
Fire hydrants 
Manholes aru! catcbbasins 
Wall hydrants, standpipes 
Siamese connections 

Buildings 
F~re escapes 

Street lights 

TrteS (fastigiate or col= forms) 

Distance 

2"- 0" 

5'- O" 
5'- O" 
s· ... o·· 
5'- 0" 
5' -0" 
s·- O" 

10'-0" 
10'-0" 

12'-0" 

20' - 0" 

Pedestrian overpasses and n.mnels 25 • - 0" 
Trees (existing) 25 ·- 0" 
Other sll'Ucrores ('Wlless ducctcd otherwise) 25'- 0" 

Bus stop (near side of intersection) 

Railroads (with approval) 
ViaductS (with approval) 

Bus stop (far side of intersection) 

Guide to the Ch•cago Landscape Ordinance 

40'- 0" 

50'- 0" 
50'- 0" 

75'- 0" 

Parkway planting 

IS 



One of lhe least favorable unpressions from a street is lhe sense of p:asszng 
lhrough a sea of parking. In a residenual dlstnct, parking loiS are unattractive 
inuusions lhnt dimini•h lhe appearance :md lhe value oflhe adJacent residential 
property. In a commercial district parlclllg loiS are the lifeblood of retail and 
other COlDIIIetctal :acovny, but they play a supponmg, not a pnnctpal role. and 
should not be lhe dOIIIllWlt unp:ess:on of a rewl comdor or nctghborbood 
comm=ial distrtct. Parlang lo;s are surularly unpoiWlt lD IIWIUf3ctunng and 
mduslnal uses, but they exist to provtde parlci.ng for employees :utd vmtors. and 
3rt: DOl the pnnctpal use. 

Screerung of parlci.ng loiS and other vehicular use areas (trailer parking and 
Storage. sen'ce areu, outdoor storage. etc.) IS a typieal reqwremeot of land
SC3!'C ordinances throu;hout the e<>IIDtry. Screcrung of park!ni lots :znd 
vehiCUlar use areas hu been a reqwremeru of Chicago's landscape onilll.tnCC 

from the beglllrung. Tills updaled lands<:ape ordtoance does not ch:utge the 
loeauon or SIZe of screenmg reqlll!ed. lt does. howc-.-u. mcrease the= of the 
required landscaped setback. in order to provide a more favorable environment 
for plant growth, :md also adds a requirement for a row of trees to be plonted 
aro110d the perimeter of parklllg loiS and vehtcular use areas. 

\"ew parldng lot and vehtcular use area screenmg requiremeoiS are explamee 
and UlllS!r3.ted m deutl m tlus secnon. and ue swmnanzed below· 
• Seven (7) foot v.1de perimeter landscaped area (2 foot ear overhang, S foot 

landscaped area) 
• Continuous screenzng hedge. mamtained between thirty (30) and fony-eisht 

(48) inches hctgiu 
• live gro110de<>ver IS recommended Ill ear overhang o.rea where nuinteo.ance 

wm be provtded; otherwise grass or non-live material, such u gravel, 
mulch or paV111g. = required 

• Tree plantiDg reqwred in perimeter landscaped area <=e Si)3ClllS or 
quannry as patlcway planting, one (I) per 25 LF) 

• Rexibihty m tree spacing (groupzngs of trees permitted, not only regular 
spacing) 

Gu1de to the Ch•cago Ulldscape Ordinance 

W1der pl~ntmg beds around the 
pen meter of veh1cul~r use ~reas 
will Improve the number and 
health of plants used to screen 
parked vehiCles. 

Parking lots should be screened 
from ~d;acent sidewalk$ and 
~ts to tmprove the aestheuc 
qual It)' of eW>. 
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Parking lot and vehicular use area screening 

fllusrration 

• Omament:ll mo:t:ll feDCmJ: around ne"' parkmg lots and otha vehicular usc 
:1reas (4 foot hctght typtcal; 6 foot hetaht around s.:ewed parkm; lots). to 
be located five (5) feet from sidewalk m seven (7) foot perimeter land
scaped orea 

• Ornamental metal f=g around cxatmg parkmg lots and other velucul:1r 
use :treJ.S {betghts ptt above): 

Extsnng parkmg lots m greater downtown to add o=ental metal 
fencing by 2002 
Exlsung parking to:s abo"e t 00 spaces 10 •dd ornamental metal 
fencmg by 2004 
Existmg parlang lots 3bove 4 spaces to add ornamcnUll metal fencmg 
by 2006 
:-:o reqwrements for eXIStUlg parkang lots of not-for-profit msnrunons 
Fenemg rcqwred on!)' along pubhc nght-of.way; >lleys not mcluded 

• Omlmental metal fencmg required along lot lmes adJacent to public streets 
• Landscape SCTtening requrred adjacent to residenaat diStricts and mstiru· 

bona! uses 
• Wall ienc:e, or hedge rcqwred alo:~g side or rear lot lmes of propttnes 

cootlgUous With restdcnll&l cllstricts 
• Cham-hnk fencmg not pentlltted 
• Hose bibbs reqwred every one hundred ( I 00) feet lhtoughout penmcter 

landscape area 

R~uirement 

• 7' wide J)Cnmetcr landscaJ)C area (2 ' c:1r overhang. 5' landscape ma) 
measureil from the right-of·Wlly lme (public land cannot be counted to~d 
the fulfiUment of thts obiJgaaon) 

• s· "ide landscape area With continuous hedge (36-48" mall.tT1: mallllllliled 
height) and groundcover or odditional plant matcn3l 

• Soil to be placed for enure wtdth of7' penmeter landscape orea. mcludmg 
car overhang = 

• Groundcover or live planang is recommended 111 car overlumg area where 
main=ce will be provide<i Othetw1se grass or non-li\IUlg motcnals such 
as gravel. mulch or pa\'tng are requtred 

• 6" curb at back of sidev.~lk recommended. but no• required 

• Soil below surface m cor overhang :1rea 



fllustration 
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-'I' htgh ornamental 
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exiSting parking lou 
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Parking lot and vehicular use area screening 

Requirement 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

Tree planting requrred: I tree per 25 LF of penmeter landscape area 

Tree spaeinz not requued to be eq~l: groupings with ughter spacing and 
larger operungs between grorrpmgs tS pernunea 

Stngger or offset trees wnh pukway trees 

Trees planted m the penmetc: !andsol>e azea are a separate =t. 
and <!o 001 count toward enhcr tht pulcway planMg or tht veliicu!M use 
area mtem31 pbntmJ: reqwreme:ns 

Continuous screening hedge, 30 to ~8 mches high 

• ~ew velucular use areas :ue required to baH onwnenta! meml fencmg as 
follows: 
- ~ • fooururumum berghl 
• 5' setback from srdewalk wtthm ; fool penmeter !andseape uez 

• E.xtSung verucu!a: use ucas Mthout ornamental meul fencmg are requrred 
to have omamenml metal fencmg as follows 
- within the greater downtown area (:'\orth A venue. Loke :-.llclug:tn, 
~rmak Rood. Ashland A venue) by 2002 

- parking lotS above I 00 spaces bv 2004 
- parking lots above 4 sp>ces by 1006 

Gurde to the Chrcago l.alldscape Ordrnance 19 



Parking lot and vehicular use area screening 

Rlusrrauon 

alley 

20 

screen fence 
W ith VInes 

Requiremem 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

>:o landsc3pmg above 30" m betght is to be loca:ed wuhin a 12· Sight 
tnangle as measured from the nght-of-way 

Ornamental metal fenciDs or landsc:>pe =s IS reqwred adJ1cent to 
restdential and UlSUNUO~I uses 

Ornamental metal fencmg IS requrred along lot lines adJacent to public 
nght.S-of-way 

Qmnlxnk fencmg ts not permitted 

Vine planuns ts recommended on. or at the base of. rcqwred penmeter 
ftncms 

:'vfinimum five (S) foot setb3ck from property line to the fence 

Op;lque fencmg or landscape saeenmg tS reqwred adJacent to restdential 
and UlSUNUOtW uses 

Cbamhnk fencmg IS not pemuned 

Vine plaonng IS recommended on. or at the base of. require<! penmetc:
fencmg 

The Cn:y of Chu:ago 



Parking lots and olber vehicular use areas auy be developed as no more than 
unrelie,·ed expanses of asplah p;tviQg. Such p;trldng lots are UDattracnve, bot, 
md bngbt m the~. md are c:on1nbunng factors to the "lltb:m beat IShmd'' 
phenomenon whereby urban areas are Slgntficantly warmer, less comfortable, 
and less healthy than areas dominated by trees, greenery, and open space. 
Parking lots auy also be developed as "p:ukmg gardens," with trees planted in 
abnds and =lation dnves Owed by landscaped areas planted wnh trees, 
shtubs. and peren:mls. 

Plaonng trees around, but especially w1thin puking lots 31ld other vehiculAr use 
:ueas IS a l)-plcal requirement of landscape ordinances throughout the country. 
Reqwnng hndscaped areas wttbin parkmg lots, and requtnng trees withm those 
bndscaped OIQS, bas been a requirement of Clucago ·s lAndscape ordiiW!ce 
from the begmning. It affects the amount of l:mdscaped :uea, the number of 
trees requ1red, and !he anenuon given to proper excavanon, topsoil backfill, and 
planting of trees, shtubs, and other plants m what is generally an inhospuable 
environment for plants. 

Proposed parkmg lot and veluculAr use area mtemal plannng requirements are 
exp!Amcd and illustrated m detail in !his section, {exclusive of seven foot wide 
perimeter landsape area- see Chapeter Two) and are SUII1I1liilUd below: 
• Reqwred landscaped area of parking lots and olber velucular use :ueas to 

vuy as a iunl::ion of s.u: 
• Parking lots below 3,000 SF: :-o;o mtcmAIJandscaped arez reqwred 
- Parking lots berween 3,000 :md 4,500 SF: lntr.maltaodscaped area equal 

to five (5) percent of total area 
Parlang lots berweftl 4,500 acd 30.000 SF: lntmnllaodscaped :uea 
equal to s....,_.cn and one-balfC .5) percent oftottl are2 

Parking lots •bove 30.000 SF: lntenallandscaped area equal to ten (10) 
percent of total :uca 

• One (I) tree per 125 SF of required internal landscaped area {exclusive of 
tree plantmg reqwred m perimeter landscape area- see Chapter Two) 

• Four (4) inch n:ummum caliper trees wttbin the "greater downtown" (see 
above) 

• Two and one-half (2·112") inch min unum caliper trees outside the "greater 
downtown" 

• Tree location. velucular use 3.~ below 4,500 SF· Requued t:r<es may be 
planted on peometcr 

• Tree location, veluculu use areas abo•-e 4.500 SF: Reqwred trees IIIU$1 be 
planted in intemaliSbnds 

• Usc of porous or penneable pavmg materials for overflow parkin11 and 
other low use areas IS encouraged 

• Muwnwn twO foot (2 '..0") CXC3\'aOOn below the parking surf:oce 
• Backfill =mal ISlAnds with topsoil to top of curb, and mound topsoil up 

another SlX (6) mcbes above top of surrounding curb 
• Usc spreoding canopy trees. to increase shade and reduce "urban bcot 

island'" effect 

Guide to the Ch1cago Landscape Ord1nance 

lntemal islands of parking lotS 
should be planted with shade trees 

and groundcover to improve the 
aesthetic quality of the lo: while 
reducing he.t and glare from the 
sun. 
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Parking lot and vehicular use area internal planting 

lllustraJion 

__,) 

I. 

22 

3.000 SF parking lot 

F" 

:; 

perimeter 

'1.500-30,000 SF 
parking lot 

ontemal plantings 

over 30.000 SF 
parking lot 

~~~ 
«! - I _&01 

Ill· 

Requirement 

• Vehicular use areas smaller than 3,000 square feet (SF) do no require any 
landscape area 

• Vehicular use areas betw~ 3,000 and 4,500 SF require a landscape area 
equal to 5 percent of the total area of the vehicular use area 

• Vehicular use areas under 4,500 SF are not required to have trees planted in 
internal areas of the vehicular use area 

• Required trees arc allowed to be planted in perimeter landscape areas 

• Vehicular use are:IS between 4.500 and 30.000 SF require a landscape area 
equal to 7.5 per~t of the total area of the vehicular use area 

• Vehicular use ate:IS over 4.500 SF are required to have trees planted in 
internal areas of the vehicular use area 

• 

• 

Vehicular use areas over 30,000 SF require a landscape area equal to 10 
percent of the total area of the parking lot 

Vehicular use areas over 4,500 SF are required to have trees planted in 
internal areas of parking lot 

The City of Choogo 



fllustraJion 

2.5"caliper 

med~an ' lane ' 

8'xl9' 
park•ni 
space 

Parking lot and vehicular use area intemaJ planting 

Requirement 

• Trees planted withm the greater downtown area (:\orth Avenue, Lake 
Michigan. Cennak Road, Ashland Avenue) are to be 4" minimum c.abpcr 

• 

• 

• 

Trees planted outside the greater downtown area are to be 2.5" mmimum 
caliper 

Use of spreading canopy trees is encouraged to mcrease shade and reduce 
"urban heat island" effect 

Trees are reqwred to be planted m iotern.tll$lands 

• One tree lS reqwred for each 12S souare feet (aPP.rolWII3telv eO'.W to the 
inside d.imenssons of a standard pa.-king ~ce) of requued lanescapc =. 
exchmve of tree plannng required in penmcter landsC>pe orea - see 
Chapter Two 

• See Appcndlx 0 for additiOnal information tej;ardmg tree planting in 
porking lot ISlands 

• A rnmimum excavation of2 feet below the pavmg surface 

• Topsoil backflil should be level with the top of curb 

• Topsoil should be mounded up an add1tional 6" m vehicular use area 
internal islands 

Gu1de to the Ch~eago Landscape Ordinance 23 



Parking Jot and vehicular use area internal planting 

lllustration 

M'""•nglot 
I . ~"1··.:.':1--:--- ,_. -

24 

l I 5 OMI<ang spaces 
1 ( 120' maxlmum) 

,---overflow ~ng wf 
porous paving 

travel way 

ReqUirement 

• Comer ~Siands m1y be counted toward mtcmal p13ntlll~ reowremcnts 
even though they are contiguous wttb perimeter screerung are4S 

• Seven (7) foot penmeter selback does not count toward mtemal planong 
teqWremelllS 

• Landscape penmeter setback m excess of seven (7) f«t will count toward 
mternal planting requiremeaiS 

• Internal planung aslands must be spaced no farther than fifteen (I 5) parlting 
spaces apan. 

• The use of porous or penne:>ble ~vmg =~ for overflow parkmg and 
other low use areas is encounged 

The Crty of Chac;:o 



-----------------~P:..-a=r:....:ki.::".:..:n..!:g~structures and garages 

P:ulang sttucnues. unless drngned and developed with sensnh'lty to thetr 
surroundings, can over.vhelm the scale of a street and create a very poor 
pedestrian environment. In recogn.iuon of the unponanee of good pll!Jlllina and 
destgn for Patlan& saucrures. the City of Chicago passed the Parking Gan~ge 
Ordinance in 1999 Tbe ordmance requires desip revtew by the Department of 
Pbnrung and Development (DPD) for all sauc111res contlirungtwo or more 
parlcu!g levels above pde. Destgn gu;delmt:5 for parlcu!g Sll\Ktures based on 
the ordmance are available from the DPD. 

The ordinance promotes parking sauc111res that screen both em and sloped 
floors from view. P:ukway landscaping is a cntical component of erthancmg the 
destgn of parking garages. Gua;;es Without ground floor rewl or residcnual 
=should bave a tm to rwenty foot, densely-planted setb;,ck :uea at pde for 
scrttnmg. t;ppcr floors that are not otherWtSC screened will be requJted to 
provtde perimeter planters wnhm operun~ upper-level landscaped setbacks. 
lwlgmg baskets. flower boxes. or p!anang ll'el!ises on facades facmg public 
streets or facing senstnve neighborhood conc!Jtions All garage sauctures with 
uncovered parking on the top level shall provide rooftop planters IU'Ound the 
peruneter. Vines planted at the base of the saucture may be required as well 

I...andscape reqwrcmcnts for parl:ing sauelllreS "'tthout retail at grade md;or 
wucn:cned upper floor openmgs are explamed and illus:rated m deutl m tlus 
oecnon. and are $II.I!UII&%lUd below: 
• Trees. shrubs. groundcover. and perennw plannngs mus: be planted tn any 

required setback zone 
• Vmes may be requtred at the base of a parkmg saucrure. if so determined 

by the Department of Planrung and Development 
o One hundred percent of total linear footage of unsaeened sauerure open· 

tngs facmg e pubhe right-of-way is requited to have ~ter planters, 
landscaped upper level sctlncks. hangmg baskets. flower boxes, or ll'ellises 
with plams dlstributed along the= length of the facade 

• t;ns=ned openmgs facing rcsidennal uses or other scnsittve eonduions 
and not facing a public nglll·of-way tmy be required to Wive penmcter 
planting methods per above 

• l:ncovercd parlung on the top level of: parking saucrure shall requtre roof 
top pbntetS azound the entire peruneter of the top floor 

Gu1de to the Ch1~0 Landscape Ordonance 

~rklng nrucwres and ga~es can 
be slgnoficantly omproved with the 
plandng of shrubs. flowers. and 
vmes along the perimeter. 

25 



Parking structures and garages 

fllustration 

26 

rooftop planter 
penmeter pbnter 

Requirement 

• Trees. shrubs. groundcover. and perennial plantings must be planted in any 
rcquized sC1bac1: zone 

• Vmes may be reqwred at lhe base of a parking saucrure. if so detennined 
by tile Depanment of Plalllling and Development 

• One hundred percent of total hnear footage ofunsereened structure open· 
ings facinll• public nl:ht-of-way is required to have perimeter planterS. 
laiidsape<l upper level setbacks, hangmg baskets. flower boxes. or trellises 
Wllh plants distributed along lhe en nrc length of lhe facade 

• 

• 

Unscreened openings facmg residential uses or other sensitive conditions 
and not facing a public riglit-of.way may be required to have perimeter 
planung metliodS per above 

l,;ncovrred parkin~ on lhe top level of a parking structure shall require roof 
top planters around. the enure penmeter of lhe top floor 

The Ctty of Chi~ 



There exists an opportunity 10 enhance llle basic landscape requirements 
reviewed in llle preceding sections. or to subsntute olller landscape treaanents 
where parkway trees and other treatments cannot be accommodated. Such 
enhancemerus or subsatute treannents mclude, but nre not limned to. stdewalk 
plan=, rooftop penmeter planters. screen walls around dumpster and garbage 
enclosures, and eleetnC1l receptacles m tree ptts and planters to accommodate 
se2SOn.allighllJl.& dt.splays. 

Requrrements for streetscape and landscape enhancements are t)()llained and 
illustrated in deratlm llm section. and are summarized below: 
• One (I) SF of sidewalk planter required per linear foot of public right-of

way frontage m areas where ~cannot be planted: sidewalk planten 
encour>ged 111 other areas (e.g. if parcel bas 50' of froruage, SO SF of 
planter reqwed· SL~ 3'x3' planters -.ould sansfy the reqmrcment) 

• Rooftop penmeter planters reqwed on •II stn:crures where llle roof IS 

usable space (i.e. access for building restdcnts or users ts encounged) 
• SIX (6) foot herght masonry sereco wall reqwrcd around dumpsters and 

other traSh eollecuon billS and areas. furnished with op•que, lockable gates, 
nusonry walls wnh vmes planted at the base 

• One (1) outdoor-type dual-oudet reecpcacle reqwred per S1dew2lk planter o~ 
tree. fo~ seasonal bgbtmg or decoranoo. tD greater doWDtOwn and eommer
eal use are;u oaly 

Gutde to the Ch1ago landscape Ordtnance 

Enhancements 

By add•ng trees. planters. benches. 
llghttng. banners. and special paving 
to sidewalks. urban areas will be 
gready enhanced. 
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Enhancements 

fllusrra11on 

dumpster screen 
wall w/vit>es 

RtUJuirement 

• 

• 

One (I) SF of sidewalk olanter required p<:r lmear foot of pubbc nght-of
way frontage m areas where aees C3llll0t be planted; s•de"''&llc pU:riten 
encouraged m other areas (e.g. if parcellw )0' of fronta&e. SO SF of 
planter reqlll!ed: six 3 'x3 • planters would sans(y the requ~rement) 

Stdewalk pl4nters m the public right-of-w•y are to be mamtamed through· 
out the lite of the pro;ect by the owner; awntenance obliganon must 
transfer to subsequent owners 

• All planters in the public right-of-way are considered "structures" and, as 
sucli. require a pet!l!it from the Chicago Deparnnent of Transponation 
(C001')'Bweau of Streets 

• Planters shall have a mmunum size of 3 · square or 3' d.wneter 

• Pl4nters shall have a mm,mnm height of2' and a maxtmum betght of3' 

• Rooftop J)CrtlnCtcr planters arc required on all SUUC!Ure$ where 1rees carmol 
be planted m the public nght-<>f·W3Y 

• Rooftop pertmcter planters 3."'t: reqmred on all structureS where the roof lS 
usable spaee 

• A SIX (6) foot he1gbt masonry screen wall•s reqwred around dumpsters and 
other uub collecnon bins and IUC3S 

• EnciOSUte$ are tO be furmshed with op>que, lockable gateS and masonry 
'''"Us planted wnh vines 

• Vmes are co be planted m planting beds ( 12" wtde mmunum) around the 
penmeter of the masonry "'-ails 

• It IS cncoura'ed that addinonal phults be planted m the penmeter plannng 
beds 
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The quality of the soil and the overnll design of the planter area arc the hterol 
foundanon for successful ~pmg. Plants ~UU"C an adeq111te volume of 
topsotl wh1cb Ius the necessary nutnents. a m.uumwn pe.-cm:agc of organic 
ma=. and soil ac1dity m a defmcd range. The sot I must be weU-dramcd and 
protected from compacuon wbtch prevents water and atr from reachmg the root 
zone of plants. 

Requmments for growmg med1wn and parkway planter design are explamed 
and illusaated m detail m tbts sceoon. and are summanzed belov. 
• Three foot (3 · .0} trurumwn depth 
• Three foot SIX inch (3 • -6 .. ) minimum ms1de clear width: greater than five 

feet (5'..0 .. ) IS desirable 
• Sod composition: 45-77 percent silt. 0-25 percent clay. 25-33 percent sand 
• Soil acidity: pH 6.0 to 7.0: :unerul soil u rcqutred to ach:eve thiS pH range 
• Soil orpn~c: c:o:uen:: Tbnc (3) 10 five (S) pe:ce:u 
• P:anc.."1y planters to be as long and as c:ontuwous as posstblc 
• Muumum five feet (5 • -0 .. ) from the mstde cd~e of the planter or tree pit to 

the last tree many sencs or group of treeS 

• Curbs and low milings to be mstalled :ltOUDd parkway planters throughout 
the "greater do-..,-ntown. .. m commerctal use areas. md in other heavy 
pcdestnan traffic areas 

• Perc:olaaon testing to be done pnor 10 mstallaoon of any plan1.111:; 
• Mcclwucal subsurface dramagc reqwrcd m areas -..ith poor percolation and 

dramage rates 
• Groundcover and low shrub planting required mstead of gnss. bark or 

gravel mulch, or other non-hve materuls 
• "Sauc:tural soil" (e.g .• ~comeU .. aux, etc.) at a depth of two foot s:x mdtes 

(2'-6} and or root paths requtrcd. below Sidewalk slabs between par>.. .... a~ 
planterS and other plantlllg ue3S or greensp3ce 

• When sidewalks are replaced. ""siN crural soil'' or root paths are requtred 
below sidewalk slabs to permit root growth beyond small ptt or cut-out in 
sidewalk 

• Root paths may be used to connect trees pb.ntcd in park-..>ys (the diSt!.llce 
from !he back of the curb 10 the edge of the ngbt-of-way) to aGJacent 

r-T------jq.----c,-----perrmeter landscape 
area 

r--M----+----suuctu~ so1l or root 
path under s•dewa.lk 

Guid<! to !he Chicago Landscape Ordirw>ce 

He~thy. VIgOrous rootS will be 
l1kely to grow when proper 
attent•on IS given to the volume 
and nutrient content of soil. 

By making unpaved areas o! 
parkways as 14"&'l as possible and 
pro111d.ng structul'2l soil or root 
path.s when uees are p'.an:ee. the 
hea!th and longev.ty of the treeS 

will be signlficanuy 1mproved. 
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Growing medium 

!1/usrrarion 

.--·an>ended soil 

high soil mound 

parkway 
planter 

precipitation 

? ~ 

infiltration rate 

dram pipe Q' 

Requirement 

• Three {3) foot minimum depth 

• Three foot six inch (3 '-6") minimum inside clear width; greater than five 
feet (5') is desiteable 

• Soil composttion: 45-77 percent silt. 0-25 percent clay, 25-33 percent sand 

• Soil acidity: pH 6.0 to 7.0 

• Soil organic content: Three (3) to five (5) percent 

• Pl:lllters in the parkway (the distance from the back of the curb to the edge 
of the rigbt-of-'Y11Y) are to be as long and as continuous as possible 

• Curbs and low railings to be installed around parl..-way planters throughout 
the "greater downtown," in commercial use areas, and m other heavy 
pedestrian traffic areas 

• Gtoundcovers and low shrubs are reou~red mstead of grass, bark or gravel 
mulch, or other non-organic materialS 

• Minimum five feet (5'-0") from the inside edge of the planter or tree pit to 
the last uee many stries or group of trees 

• Percolation tesllll!t is requited prior to installation of any planting to 
establish Wllter ini'i!tration rates 

• Soil testing of eJuSting soils to be done prior to installation of any planting 

• Soil tesnng of import SO> IS to be done pnor to mstallouon of any planting 

• Soils should be :unended as needed to provide adequate dramage 
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lllrmration 

planter 

wucwral sool or root paths 
between tree potS 

woath 

Growing medium 

Requirement 

• Struetural soil or root D3ths an: cot requsred tf the sodC"'':I!k Wldth IS 6 • or 
less where trees are J?!3nted m continuous planters m par>:ways and !here IS 
greecspace on the otnc:r Slde of the stdewalk 

• 

• 

• 

Strucllmll soil (rrunimum depth of 2' -6") or root ~ths are reqwrc:d under 
the sidewalk if the sidew:ill: width is greater than 6 • where trees are plan red 
in continuous planters in parkways nnd there is greenspaee on the other side 
of the sidewalk 

Strucllmll sool (mmmrum depth of2'-6") is requsred ur.der the stdewalk 
regardless of sidewalk v.idrli where trees are plmted m continuous planters 
m parkways lllld there lS a structure on the other Side of the sidewalk 

In such cases. root paths are not allowed except ro Link the parkway planters 
to each other 

• Structural sool or root paths are not reauired betweCD tree pits and the 
greens:P.3CC 1fthe Sidewalk w1d!h IS 6' Or less where trees are planted ID tree 
P.irs With sntcs In parkways :md there is greenspace on the omer Side of the 
Sidewalk 

• Structural soil (rmnimwn depth of2 ··6") O< root paths are reqwred between 
tree pilS and the green5?3cc tf the s1dcw:ill: wrdth IS greater than 6 • where 
trees ore pwned m tree p1ts wrth gnres tn parkways and there 1S greertspace 
on the other stde of the sidewalk 

• In all cases 1nvolvmg tree polS wl!h grates, structural sod or root palhs are 
required between the pitS 

• Structural sotl (mmunum depth of 2' -6") is requ~ted regardless of sodewalk 
w1dth where trees are plan rei:! m tree polS with grares in parkways and there 
is a structure on the olher s1de of the sidew:ill: 

• In such cases. roo! paths an: cor allowed excep11o lmk the tree pots 10 e"ch 
other 
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Growing medium 

Illustration 

32 

or 
root paths 

Requirement 

• When SJdewalks ue replaced, "suuc:IW'lll sotl" or root paths are reqwred 
below sidewalk slabs to permit root growth beyond small pit or cut-out in 
sidewalk 

• See Appeochx D for pl:mtmg derails 

• See Appendix E for mform:tnon regardmg sauctur:~l soil 

• 

• 

Root paths may be used to connect trees planted m parkways (the distance 
from the back of the curb to the edge of the nght-of-way) to adjacent 
greensp3ce 

Root paths should be placed oo more than four feet {4") on ccnw. m a :ada! 
par-.e:n from each tree to the adp .. '"elll grec:ts;.ace 

The CitY of Cht~o 



M aintenance and warranty -----------------------------------------
greenspace 

~am~ and wnrnnry on plants v.luch bave bttn insWle<! are lhe comple
mentary reqwrernenu for successful landscaping. PlaniS canoot be UISalled and 
left alone to !heir own devices, esp«1ally m the problemanc urban envltOnment 
where pl1111ts are sub;eet to poor so1ls, sod compacuon, poor dtamagc, and 
physu:al abuu. so requued maintenance ts a ne~ component of a success
ful landscape UlStl.llanon. Given the stresses and naon to wluch planiS are 
subjceted., and oc:cas10n.ally owing to owners' neglect of reqwred landse3ping, 
plants ha,•e to be repl.aced, and a replacement wamnry is also a necc:ss#ly 
component ofa successful landscape UISallation. as well as • good mcentive to 
encour.\ge proper plant nwntenance. 

Landscape mamtenance and a repbcement warranty are ryp1cal requuements of 
landscape ordinances throughout the ooumry. al!hougb most ordinances mnply 
have a m.ttntenance requuement stated, but no deta1l on the parneular require
menJS such as waterillg. weeding, ferui~Z:~tion, prunmg. 1nspecnon and treaanent 
for UIS«t$ and ~ases. etc. I .andscape m=eoance, u:cludmg • requuernent 
for replacement of dead or dec.lirung plams, has beeo a reqwrement of 
Ouc:aso 's landscape ordinance from the beginning. 11m proposed rev1S1on of 
lhe landscape ordinance would be more specific with respect to !he aclllllltasks 
and schedule of landscape maintenance to be followed. m order to ensure tbat 
pbnts. once utStalled. have the best clunce to grow and prosper. 

Requ.u-ements for landscape mamtcmnce are as foliO\\$. 
• All required landscapmg on P"''ate property to be nwnrained throughout 

!he life of the project; obli:;ation assu:ned by subsequent owners 
• All required landscapmg witb.i.n publtc nght-of-w:y to be repbced. u 

nee&<~. fora m'"'mum of five (5) yeus by the ongual apphcant :u:d :my 
subsequent o~~oners. Rc:sponsibiliry for replacement will be assumed after 
live (5) years by the Cny ofCiueago 

• Rainfall to be supplemented w11h water for n total tat¢ of one (I) meh per 
week during the growmg seasons for the f.ltSt three years 

• Stow release (e.g. -gator") bags are recommended for supplemental 
"'-atenng 

• Post pub be notice of bndscape UISallation and mamtenanee reqwrements, 
in order to alen ne1gbbot$ and concerned citizens to a projeet"s landscape 
requirements 

• All requited landsc:apmg to be replaced throughout the liie of !he project. as 
required; obligauon assumed by subsequent owners 

Guide to the Ch1~o wdscape Ord1nan~e 

Thorough ma.ntenance on • 
const:Stent bas 1S LS a CTr'Jal 
component of a healthy landscape. 
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As~ending: t: priglll. spreadmg tree fonn. 

Bu:al cle:ar:antt: Otstllnce from lhe uunk to the dnp line at ID3turity. 

BouniClliiWDe: The l..a!Ul scientific = of a plam, a bmom.tal constStmg of 
-gtnuS" and- spectes-; each phul! bas a uruque botalllcal = · 

Caliper: OuiSlde diameter of a tree trunk. measured at 6" above ground for 
11ecs oflcss than 4" eabpcr, and meuured at 12" above ground for trees of 4" or 
more. 

Columnar. ::"arrow, upright tree form (see also "fastigiau:'') 

Common name: The English name of a plant, there is ofttn more than one 
common name to a planl. or one common name sh.ued by SC\'eral plants, 
le:ding to eonfuston 

Container: Suueture having sides and bottOm. sittmg on the stdewa&, filled 
wnh soil. used for planllng, espect.ally where pavmg or utihties preclude 
planllng m tbe D:ltun.l ground. 

Courtesy "alk: ~arrow walk (usually 2'-6" or 3'-0/ crnssmg tl:e p!anted part 
of the parkway. connecllng the curb to the sidewalk. 

Deciduous: Pl3n1$ shedding or losmg fohage at the end of the growmg season. 

Oripline: Imaginary !me •t the outennost edge of !he tree canopy. Muumum 
dmanee from uunk at which protceOve fencmg IS to be IIW!ltamed 

£•ergreen: PWII$ ba\'mg foliage that per51$1$ and remams green all )'C"..r. 

Fu side: A relaave term. depcndcat upon traffic dir~on, rcferrmg to th:t part 
of an intersecaon across (on the far side of) the mtersecnng street from the 
drivers pomt of VlOW. 

Fastigiate: ~mO\\, upnght tree form (see also "co!umnar"}. 

Groandcover: Lo"'·growing plan!s. usually no htsJltr than 1r or 18". 

Intt.ralll planting: An area mside !he pcrune«:r of a parkmg lot used ior 
landscaping. 

Landscaped uea: An area the ground of whiCh :s completely coveted wtth 
gnss, groundCO\'CT, shrubs. lrCCS.. or olhcr hvmg plact ma:eru.l 

;\1ulti-sttm: A tree form elw'aetenud by several trunks. or stems. rather than a 
smgle trunk. Examples inolude birch and alder 

:\ear side: A relanve tenr_ dependent upon traffic duecuon, rcfcmng to !hat 
p:ut of an intersec:tion before (on the near stde of) the mterscc!UlJ street fro:n 
the driver's pomt of"'"" 

Ornamental tree: Oeetduous tree. mature betgh! Jess than 30' possessmg 
quahnes such as flowers. fruit. and attracave foliase o: wpe 

Guide to the Chtc:ago wdscape Ordinance 

Definitions • .. 
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Definitions 

36 

ParJ.:w:>y: That portion of the public way between the street and the nearest 
p~rallel property line. including •idewalk area. 

Parkway landscape :>rea: An area between the sidewalk and the back of street 
curb used for landscaping. 

Par!.:way planter: A large plantu cut-out in a sidewalk, usually edged with a 
concrete curb and /or metal fence located tn the parl..-way landscape area. 

Parkway tree: A permined shade or ornamental tree planted in the parkway. 

Perimeter landscape area: The seven foot-wtde area of a stte measured inward 
from the property line. 

Perimeter planter: A planter located along the outer edge of a buldmg, usually 
a parking sttucrure. 

Rooftop planter: A perimeter planter on the roof of a bulding. 

R oot path: A geotextile channel connecting tree root balls to other adjacent 
aecs and I or adjacent greenspace. 

Sbade tree: Large·scale deciduous tree, mature height above 30', generally 
ba\'ing a single stem. planted p!1II1J!rily for shade. 

Shrub: Small-scale plants, generally \\-ithout a smgle stem. used as hedges. 
foundation planting, borders. and accents, possessmg quahties such as flowers. 
fruit, and atu:acrive foliage or shape. 

Sidew2.1k pl2.nter: A raised planter located in the parkway landscape area. 

Structural soil: Soil that has been amended with aggregate to suppon concrete 
sidewalks and asphalt parking lots while providing nourishment to plant roots 
(e.g. "Cornell," "Amsterdam," or other soil that has the abtlity to suppon • 
concrete slab while allo,ving for root penetration). 

Tree grate: Cast iron covering over a tree pit al!owmg pedestrian circulation 
over the p!t whtle reducmg soil compaction. 

Tree guard: ?rotecnve cage around a tree trunk, usually cast·iroll, attached to a 
tree grate. to protect the tree trunk. 

Tree pit: A cut-out or bole tn the sidew:ill<. filled with soil, in which a tree is 
planted. sometimes covered with a tree grate. 

"Grban heat island: Developed areo marked by an tncrease in ambient arr 
temmperotures due to large amounts of concrete. ospbalt and metal absorbing 
and reflecting solar energy. 

Vehicular use area: Any areo oithe lot not located within any enclosed or 
partially enclosed structure and which is devoted to a use by or for motor 
vehicles includmg parkmg (accessory or non-accessory) or storage of automo· 
bt.les. trucks or other vehicles; loading areas; servtce areas and drives; and 
access drives and driveways. 
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Required information 
----------------------~.. II 
Six bluehne or blackliac pnnts of the landse:~pe plan must be subnuned. The 
plan mus1 have a scale of I" a 40' ..()"or luger (e.g .. I" 30'..()" or I" ~ 20' ..()") 
and be on $11Ildard srte drawmg sheets not to exceed 36 x 48 inches 

The Landscape Plan (required Wider section 11.5-1 of the Chle:~go Zon1ng 
Orduunce) must mclude the foUowmg miormanon; 

• 0nWIIlg scale 
• Drawmg orienmuon (lDdiC:ltcd by conventional nonh allOw) 
• Propeny lines, easemeni.S, and nghts-of-way fronll\ges. showmg 

dimens1ons 
• S1gbt aunglcs at mtersections and at alley and dnve" 3Y eurl> cuts 
• Tow vebic:ular use area ca!eulanon 
• Locauon and dimensiOns of all landsc3ped aseu mclucimg p3Ik"'ay 

plannns: p3rking lot :111d vehicular use area screening; p3rlung lot •nd 
vehlcular use= mt=l planllng 

• Locauon, botanJcal n.ame and siZCS of oU piants and the locanon of othe' 
pertmentlandscape f~= 

• Locanon oi aU eXJSnng trees on sue greater than 2 I 2" caltper thot the 
applicant proposes 10 remove 

• Location of aU exisung trees on site greater than 2 112" caliper v. hlch ore to 
be rewned and counted towards the plllll:ing reqwrcments 

• LoQuon of exisung pmcway trees mcluciing a descnpuon of thelt 
quabty and 5peCICS 

• Locanon, design; he1ght, and bu1lding matenal of oil proposed walls, 
tree pits, planter .:ontamers. ond fences 

• Locanon of CX~Sbng and proposed ~t hghts and lire bycnrtts '" public 
ngbts-of·"'"Y 

• Siu and loc:a!loa of all exisnng and proposed pubhc and pnvate utihl)' 
~mprovemea.ts, both underground lllld overhead, w11hm the public nght>-oi· 
way 

• Proposed layout of vehiCUlar use areas mcluciing the location and 
dunens!O::S of park.mg ~ees, islands, mu:mal planlmg. pedesln:m 
walkways. and dnvtng aisles 

• Oirecuon oi street traffic using one· or rwo-way arrows 
• Estunall:d time scheduled for planting 
• :\ames, addresses, and phone numbers of the owner and the regiStered 

bnclsc:3pe ardutec: responsible for prepanng the landsca~ plmo 
• A cerWicd stal1:ment. s1gned by the owner(s). comnutnDg to the protecnon 

and, if necessary. replac:ement of alltXJStmg parkway trees and mternal 
trees designated for credit toward londscapmg requirements (See AppendLx 
G) 

• A urofied statement. s•gned by the owner(s). romnutting to the mam:e
nance of rcquued landscapmg {See Appe:ldix G) 

• A cemfied statement, s1gned by the reg•s:ered 1:~.'\dscape ardu:e<:t respon
sible for prepanng the landscape plans. stating that the plal'.s hl\e been 
prepared m accordance with the zonmg Slllndords oi the Chlca;o Zonms 
Ordlnance. ond the Guzd~ 10 11:~ Clucago l.Dr.ds<11p~ Ordzr.tl/lcc (See 
AppendiX G) 
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Required information 

Other subllllS$1011 n:qwrements include: 

• Pbt of survey 
• SW\ ey shoWIIlg elUSllliS a= (slZe, IOC3non. seou.s. and condlllon) 
• Photogr.~phs of all cx!Snog m=es with a c:tbper of two (2) mchcs or grc:tttr 
• Plan o! types and extent of soil modificanons and dnom•ie 
• Results of le$t of exmmg soli 
• Results of teSt of unpon soil 
• Results of pereolation test 
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Plant types and standards 
----------------------------~.. 111 
Tlus section descn"bcs ~:e:neral Sllllldzrds; tree planting standards; hcdJ:e planting 
sWlduds; shrub plannng standArds; and groundeover planting stan<brds 

General standards 

To ensure msta!lauon of plants that will thnve undtr streSSful url>an condmons. 
cenam SJ>CClCS mUS1 be encoura:le<!. The standuds llsted below Wlll help 
prevent the planllng of trees thAt beeome huards. maiutanence problems, or • 
scar on the landscape. 

QuaUty 

Plants shalllllttt the standards of".'\mmC31l Stllldard for ~um:ry Stock." 
A.'>Sl Z60.1-latest edJnon. American Assocll!non of~wse:ymen. "'htcb by 
reference is nw!e a p3:t of these gmdelmes References to = and nu.xUII3 
..,,th respect to pl:tnt hetght and spread. rootbaU diameter and depth. etc .. ore 
from this pubhcanon. 

Plants shall meet aU ~um:ments of federal sa~. and local law \\1th respect to 
plant type, labelmg. num:ry or plant mspec:non. diseose. insect. and other pest 

mfes1anon. and any other requirements. 

Plants sball be high-qu.ohry nwsery-grown stock 

Subslalldard "B-gnde" or "Parle grade" plan IS are not accepuble. 

fteld-eollec~ plants are not aecepmble. even tf they have been subsequently 
planted in the ground m • nursery or pJan:ed 1t1 a cont:tinc:. 

Plants shall have been ;rown m a clunate ZQOC sunila.r to Chlcago's. 1.e .. t:ruted 
States Dq>anment of Agnculn.ae (most recent t:SDA ZQne hardmess map) zone 
4 or 5 (zoneS pJants are sencrally hardy only near the wamung influence of 
l.ti:e :\ficlugan). PlantS from zone 6B or more. t.e .. wanner clirnrue zones, are 
not accepable. 

Plants shall be in a healthy, Vlgorous condttion. frtt of dead or broken braaches. 
= tb:u m: not completely healed. frost =el:s. disfiguring knots, broken or 
abraded b3rlc. redundant leaders or branches. ru.bbmg branches. or abcmnons of 
any kind. Plants shall not have mulnple leaders, unless t1us 1S the natural form: 
mulo-stem treeS are not accepmble for requtted planung Ill parkways 

Plants shall have full, even, well-developed branching and a dense, fibrous. and 
Vlgorous root system. 

Di:ging 2nd h2ndlinc 

Balled-and-burlapped (B&B) plants shall be dug '"th a finn roo:ball of nat=l 
C3tth. of a si2:e m propomon1o the plant's size, as measured by cah~r. heisht. 
or spread. 

Balled-and-burlapped plants sball be handled only by the roo!ball not by the 
trunk or branches, as thtS may b=k or loosen :he rootball and danuge the roo: 
syst=. 
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Plant types and standards 

Container plants sb.all have been established for a minimum of one full growmg 
sellSOn in their containers before install.ation. 

Container plants shall be handled only by the container. not by !he stems or 
branches, as this may pull the plant out of the container and break or loosen the 
rootball and damage !he root system. 

Bare-root shrubs and groundcover plants are acceplllble, if !hey are dug and 
insialled at the appropriate season and handled in the appropriate rrumner. 

Bare-root trees are not acceptable. 

Plants shaD be protected from drying-out dunng shipping wilh wpaulms or 
other covering. 

Plants shall be protected from drying-out after delivery by planting immedi
ately; if this is not possible. tbe rootball shall be covered with p-..at moss or 
earth, and watered frequently ro keep it moist until planting. 

Do not bandle, move. bind, tie or olherwise tteat pi3DIS so as to damage !he 
rootball, roots. trunk. or branches in any way. 

lnspe<:tion 

During consttuction. parkway ttees will be inspected by the Depamnent of 
Zoning and the Bureau ofForestty tO confirm compliance wtth !he !3lldscape 
ordinance. If !he ttees fail to meet the requiremeniS of the landscape ordinance. 
they must be replaced at !he owner's expense. At the end of five (5) years. the 
Depamnenr of Zoning will notify the Bureau of Forestty at wb.icb rune !he 
Bureau will perform an acceptance inspection. If the project is approved, !he 
Bureau will !hen assume responsibility for the ttees in the public right-of-way. 

lf an applicant is p!3llting more than twenty-five (25) parkway ttees. the Bureau 
ofForestty requires that aU ttee ragging be done by a Bureau representanve 
pnor to cilggmg. Applicants should ensure that the nurseryman supplymg the 
ttees and the landscape architect observing the plantmg are famili3r Wtlh !he 
Bureau's standards and specifications. At the applicant's request the Bureau's 
staff will inspect ttees at the nursery. In such cases, the applicant must pay all 
Bureau eJCpenses for inspection including the cost of travel, lodging (if neces
sary), and a te.a percent administrative overhead fee. 

The City of Ch•cago 



Plant types and standards 

Tree planting standards 

Trees sball be ll1Sttlled per Appendix 0, " T~e plantmg in porkway." ·• Tree 
planang in narrow parlcway," "Tree plantmi m porkway planter," "Tree 
planung in ace pa wnh grate." or "Tree planung r.n puking lot ISland " 

Siu 

Sttndruds for s,ze ore at tune of instal !anon 

~nimwn siz<, shall be 2·112" caliper. measured 6" above ground. 

Trees shall have a cle:u trunk. free of branches, to a minimum height of6'-0" 

Trees shall be balled-snd-burlapped (B&B), With no excepnons 

2-1'2" caliper trees shall be 12'- 0" to 14'- o· height. with a maxtmum hetght of 
16'-0". 

2-1 '2" caiJper trees wll have a nurumum 28" diameter x 1 s· depth rootb>IL 

R~mmeoded Species 

The following deciduous lree spectes and V'llneues are recoll'Ul'lellded (no 
contfers or needle evergreens are acceptable). The selection of ttecs is subject 
to the review of the Bureau ofForescy for 1pecific locations 

Bo~anical name 

Acer plolllnOtdes 'Emerald Qt:ecn' 
Acer saccharum 
A. sacchan~m 'Columnare •• 
A. sacchan~m 'Green Mountam· 
A. saccharum ·Wriglu Brothers' 
Ca!alpa spp. 
Celtis occidentahs 
C. occidentahs ·Pr:une Pride" 
Cory Ius eolurna 
Fraxinus amencana 
F. amencana ·Autumn Applouse · 
F. amcneana 'Autumn Purple' 
F. americ:a.oa 'Rose Hill' 
FriXlnus e><celstor 
Fruinus quadrangulw 
Fruinus per.ns)'lva:uca 
F. pennsylvaruea ·=-ewpon· 
F. pennsylvaruca 'Patmore· 
F. pennsylvaruc> 'Summit' 
Ginkgo biloba (male only) 
G biloba 'Autwnll Gold' 
G. biloba ·Faumount' 
G biloba ·Lake new· 
G biloba ·Pnnceion Sentty'• 
Gled11sia tnacanthos memris 

Guide to the Chie4go 1..2ndscape Ordtnance 

Comrno~ name 

Emerald Queen no:-way map!e 
Sugar maple 
Columnar sugar maple 
Green :'loiountain sugar nuple 
Wright Brolhers sugo.r nuple 
Catalpa spe<:ICS 

Hackberry 
Pnurie Pnde h3ekberry 
Turlash filben 
\V"one ash 
Autumn Appl~use whue ash 
Autumn Pwple white ash 
Rose Hill wlute ash 
European ash 
Blceash 
Green ash 

=-e\'pott green ash 
PatmO:e green u!1 
Summn green ash 
Ginkgo 
Aurumn Gold g•nkso 
F:urmo~~t~tslllkgo 
Lakev!ew gtnlc~o 
Pnnce:on Sen1ry gtJ\Jr.go 
Thornless hooeylocust 

'I I 



Plant types and standards 

12 

Botan•CJI name 

Gledluta aucanthos memris 'G!'eenglol)'· 
G. aueanthos mermis 'Halk:a · 
G aucantbos memus ·slw!emastcr· 
G. aueantbos mermis ·Skyline' 
Gymnocladus dioic:us 
Lmodendron IUliptfera 
Phellodendron a.mwense 
Pyrus callel)'ana 'Chanticleer· •• 
P caltery.ma • Redsp~re • n 

P calteryana 'WhiteboUS<:' •• 
Quercus btcolor 
Quercus unbncana • • 
Quercus muehlenlxrgn •• 
Quezcus robut • • 
Quercus rubrum • • 
Quercus m2<rOCMJ)& • • 

Ttba ameneana 
T americana ·Famgata' 
T americana ' Redmond' 
Tiha corda11 
T cord3ta ·Chancellor 
T cordata 'Glen Ieven · 
T. cordata 'Oiymptc' 
Titla x eucblora 
TiUa platypbyllos 
Tiha tomentosa 
T. tomentosa •Sterling Stiver· 
Ttlta vulgans 
t,;lmus rupm.tfolia ·Accolade· 
l.. urpm.tfolia ·Homestead· 
1,;. urpm.tfo!ta ·Reg11' 
Zelkova seml3 

Z. setnll ·Greenvase· 

CommonDJme 

Gree:~&)ory honeyloeust 
Halka honeylocust 
Shademaster honey locust 
Skyhne honeylocust 
Kentucky coffeeuee 
Tuhp tree, yellow popl.1r 
Amur corko-ee 
Chanticleer llowenng pear 
Rcdsp~re flowering pear 
Wbttehouse llowcnngpcar 
Swamp whue oak 
Shmgleoak 
Clu.llUptn oak 
Enghshoak 
Red oak 
Bur oak 
Amencan ltnden 
Pynrrud11 Amcncan lmdcn 
Redmond lmden 
Lmleleaflmden 
Chane:<: !lor hnden 
Glcnleven linden 
Olymptc ltnden 
Redmond linden 
Big-leaf lmden 
Silver h.nden 
Sterlutg Silver silver hnden 
European lmden 
Accot.de smoothlcaf elm 
Homestead smoothlcaf elm 
Resal smoothleaf elm 
ZelkO\ 'a 

Green vase z.elkova 

• For usc only "' narrow parlcways With nearby buldmgs and street 
•• Sp~ dig only 

Tbe spectficatton of tmproved varieties of plan IS is recommended The v3.rieues 
of a gtvcn species may have a straighter trunk, n more $ymtnetncal crown. bener 
flowering or Fall color, resistance to disease or insect infestations, etc. All trees 
shall be wrapped With burlap from base to lowest brunches and secured With 
hiodesr:tdable rwme. Project owners are advised to seck advice when selecting 
pbAu: a cerufied nurseryman. the Cooperanve Extenston Servtc:<: of the 
l,;ruvmny of Olmots. a registered landscape arclutecl. a reputable bAdscapc 
contractor. etc. 
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Aetepu.ble species. subject to appro,·•! 

The follov.'l!lg uee spectes and vmeoes arc accepuble tf speafitolly appro'ed 
by the Bureau of forestry: 

Boumeal name 

Aeerrubrwn 
Acer sacehannum 
Alnus glutinosa 
Berulanigra 
~u.spp. 

:-.1ewequoia glyp!0$1l'Oboic!es 
Populus spp. 
Prunusspp. 
Robinia pseudoacacta 
Taxodtum dlsocbwn 

t;naccepu.ble species 

Common na:ne 

Red maple 
Silver maple 
Alder 
Rt•·er btrch 
Apples. crabapple. 
O.Volll redwood 
Poplars. cottonwood. aspen 
Cherries, plums 
Black locust 
Bald cypress 

Plant types and standards 

The followi.rtg tree spec1es and varienes ue =cep~able (conifer$ or needle 
C\'ergreens are unacceptable. trees wtth thorns arc ~cceptable for &n) park"' -a: 
p!anttng): 

Batamcal name 

Acer negundo 
Allantln:$ a!IISSuna 
Elat3~US angustl!oha 
GU~Xgo biloba (female) 
Maclur:~ pomifera 
Salix spp. 

Other species 

Commonnmne 

Box el~er 
Tree-of-hea,..,n 
RIUS~>n olive 
Female ginkgo 
Osage orange 
Willo"'s 

Plan IIlli of any tree spec1es or varielles not listed above u an accepuble species 
will reqwre applitollon 10. :t.~d peoruss1on from. the Bu=u of Forestry 

t:naceepu.ble forms 

The followi.rtg 1ree forms are unacceptable for parkway plannng: 

Multi-S,_ trees wtth rv.o or more trunlcs 

Espalier or ropUUJi' geometncal plant forms zchteved through prurung which 
are contrary to narural form 

Dwarf or small-scalt: lhoS<' tree. v. bleb grow higher tha.• 3'-0" but cart."ttt be 
undertnmmed to a mnumum betgbt of 6'-0" 

Topped or dehorn~d: trees with most of the aown removed. such that the main 
branches end abruptly "' stubs 
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Plant types and standards 

Hedge planting standards 

Hedge plants shall be tnstalled per Appendtx 0. "Shrub Plannng" 

Size 

SIZe standards are at ume or lllStall4tion . 

. 
:\iurimwn hctght or bedge plants sh:ill be 30". 

~== SP=d of hedge plants shall be 24", 

~arrow, upright, or sma.ller plants, such as Japanese barbeny, Peking cotoneas
ter, Compact bummg bush. Hick's Yew, Compact European cnmbeny. and 
Compact American cranberry may be difficult to obtam with a 24" spread. and 
shall have a mimmum I 8" SPread. 

Sp:acing 

Sp:tcing s=d3tds are at nme of mstillanon. 

:O..iaxunwn spacing of hedge plants sball be 36" 

~arrow. upright, or smaller plants, such as Japanese barbeny. Peking cotoneas
u.r. compact burrung bU$h, Htcks yew, Compact European cranbeny. and 
Comp:tct Amcncan cranberry make a more effecnve screen when planted closer 
together. and sball have a ma:amum 30" SPacing. 

Hedge nuinten~nce 

Hedge hetght shall be mam:al!ICC pe Secnon Ill B. Veb:cular L"se Area 
Screening ReqUU"Cments 

Type A velucular use aru screening (street frontage); from 2'-6" to 4'-0" height 

Type B vehicular use area scre<ning (side or .ur lot lmes): from 5'-0" to 7'- 0" 

Hedges sball be llUUIWned as dense. conunuous lmcs of iohage. nnd shall not 
be shea.~ as a senes of mdtvidu:!l pl=ts 

Hedges shall be sheared v.11b "banered" s:des. t.e .. lhe base wider than the top. 
to allow hgbt to reach the lo~~oer p:tn of the plant. to prevent the foliage at the 
bono:n from lhmnms. 
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Recommended Species 

The following shrub species and varieties are recommended: 

Bomnical name 

Aronia melanocazpa 
Serbens thunbergii 
Buxus microphylla koreana 
Caragana arboresceos 
Corylus americana 
Cotoneaster apiculata 
Cotoneaster horizonta!is 
Euooymus fommei ·Sarcoxie' 
Forsythia 'Arnold Dwarf 
F. viridissima 'Bronxensis' 
F. x intermedia 
Dex x meserveae 
Juruperus chineosis 
Juniperus chineosis procumbens 
Juniperus horizoctalis 
Ligustrwn vulgare 
Ligusnum x vicaryi 
Potcotilla tiuticosa 
Rhus aromatica 'Gro-low· 
Ribes alpinum 
Spirea japonica 
Spirea x bumalda 
Syringa meyeri 
Syringa parula ·~iss Kim· 
Taxus cuspidata 
Taxus x media 'Tauntonii' 
Viburnum car!esu ·compaC'.a' 
Viburnum lrilobum 'Compacrum · 
Viburnum tn.lobum 'Hahs' 
Viburnum x carlcephalum 

Other Species 

Common name 

Black chokeberry 
Japanese barberry 
Korean boxwood 
Siberian peashtub 
Amer:icac filbert 
Cranberry cotoneaster 
Rockspray cotoneaster 
Sarcoxie wintercrecper 
Arnold dwarf forsythia 
Bronx greeostem fo.rsythia 
Border forsythia 
Blue holly 
Chinese junipers 
Japanese garden juniper 
Dwarf crecpmg junipers 
Common privet 
Golden vtcary privet 
Poteotilla 
Gro-low sumac 
Alpine currant 
Japanese spirea 
Bumalda spirea 
~eyer· s lilac 
Miss Kim Korean lilac 
Japanese yew 
Tounton yew 
Dwarf Koreanspice viburnum 
Compact American cranberry 
Hahs American cranberry 
Fragrant viburnum 

Planting of any species or varieties not listed above will require applicotion to. 
and permission from, the Bureau ofForestry. 
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Plant types and standards 

Groundcover planting standards 

Groundcover shall be installed per Appendix D. "Shrub pl3nnns" 

Ground.cover pb.nnns is not reqwred. except m n:q~ vehic:u!zr use ue:~ 
mtemal planting. However, it IS encounged m appro;mate locanons as an 
adJunct to required internal plannng. 

General 

For safety 3lKI viSibility, groundcovt!'S can be phmted only m cerwn areu oi 
the parkway. 

Groundcover plants are subJect to the followmg rest:'icnons: 

Shall be maintamed below 3'-0" height; because of the ru~rure oithe plants, this 
should not be a problem. 

~te sw:b that traffic signals are ,;s,i>:e for a rrummum dJStanee of 250' ..o· as 
measured from the stop line. s1gbted from the tnffic lane closest to the curb. 

Recommended Species 

The foUowms groundcover spec1es and vanenes are ~omrnende<i. 

Botanical name 

Aegopodmm podagrana 
Cotoneaster adpressa 
Cotoneaster dammeri 
COtoneaster borizontalis 
CO:oneaster horizontalis 'Hessei' 
Euonymus fortunei 'COlor3ta' 
Euonymus fonunei vegerus 
Hedera he!Jx 
Jwuperus cbmenm proc:umbens 
Jun!pCniS cbmemtS sargenu1 
Jun1pcrus con!= 
Jwuperus bon.zootalis 
Lomccr.t benty 
Pacb~'Salldra tetml!Ulis 
Rhus arotllllnca 'Gro-low' 
Vinca minor 

Commonna~ 

Gourweed 
CreepmJI cotoneaster 
Bearberty cotor.easte: 
Rock spray cotoneuter 
Hesse cotoneu:er 
Purplele>f wmtercreepcr 
Big leaf Wllltercrecpcr 
English IVY 
Japanese garden r.mtper 
Sargent JUniper 
Shore Juniper 
C:eeping Juniper 
Henry hone~"SOUk!c 
Japanese pachysandra 
Gro-lows..-c 
Periwinkle 

Certam spec:cs hr~ above requue: more she!:ered p!anuns e~vuo:unen: au! 
proJeCt owners are advised to seek adVIce when selecnng plants: a certlfied 
nurseryman. the Cooperative .Extension Service of the l,;niversity of Illinois. • 
regiStered !andsc.apc ll.."chrtect, 3 reput:>b!e !andsca!'<' con!r.letor. <tc 

Other Species 

Plant111g of 3ny spcc1es or vanenes not hsted above will requtre "P?hC3tton to. 
and pcnmss:on from. the Zonmg Admirustntor ant! lhc Bure..-u of Forestry. 
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Plant types and standards 

Host trees: 
:Sot appro' ed for use iD ASian longborn beetle qu•r•otiDe areu 

Aeer spp 

Aesculus spp. 

Berub spp. 

Cttnts spp. 

Fra.xmus spp 

Me Ita 

Malus spp. 

Morus spp. 

Platanus spp 

Populus spp. 

Pruousspp. 

Pyrusspp. 

Robmut spp. 

Salix spp. 

Ulmus spp. 

lncludmg. but not limited to· 

~orway maple 
Su!lar maple 
Stiver maple 
Boxelder 

Horse cbestout 

Rl\'tt bitCh 
European bucb 
Greybucb 

Orange and! lemon 

All ash 

Shrub altbeo, Rose-of-Slwon 

Cbtnaberry 

All Cnlb3pple 

All mulberry 

All planctrce 

AU poplar 

AU cberry, peach. plum. 
apncot. almond 

All pear 

Black locust 

All wtllow 

All elm 
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:'\on - host street trees: 
Approved for use in ASi1o longhorn ~lle qu2r10Une 2reas in 
public ri;bt-of-wa) 

Botamcat name 

Gymnodadus dtotcus 
Cazpmus spp. 
Gllll(go biloba 
Ce.-.:ts canadensis (tree form) 
:-.iewequoia glyptostrOboides 
Ailanthus >insstma 
C~taegus spp.(tr~ form) 
Gledttsta triaeanthos var. me:rma spp. 

Ttlia spp. 
Arneb.nclller spp. (tree form) 
Catalpa spp. 
Cetus spp. 
Ltnodendron tuliptfera 
Syringa spp. (tree form) 
Corylus col= 
0sU'yll 'i:rgiruana (tree form) 
Qu=usspp. 
Taxodium disncbum 
CerctdtpbyUum Japonica 
Sorbus spp. 
Ltqu~or stynciftus 
PbeUodendron amurence 
Comus spp.(tree form) 
Corytus avelt.ana 
Cary& spp. 

Revised 12121198 
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Common name 

Kentucky coffeetree 
Hornbeam 
\iatdcnbatr tree 
E3Stem redbud 
Dawn redwood 
Tre.: of heaven 
HaWiiloms 
Seedless. thornless 
honey locust 
Lmden 
Servtceberry 
Catalpa 
Hackberry 
Tuhp tree 
Lilacs 
Turkub filbcn 
Ironwood 
Oak 
Bald Cypress 
KaiSu.-.tree 
\iounam ash 
s-.·eet);um 
Corktree 
Dogwood 
European filbcn 
Hlc~ory and pee~ 

Plant types and standards 

49 



Plant types and standards 

!'ion - host trees: 
Approved for use in non - parkwoy ASian longhorn beetle quorantine areas 

50 

BoJamcal n:!me 

Gymnocladus dio:eus 
Carpmus spp. 
Gml(go bilob• 
Cerc\S canadensiS 
Mewequoi• glyptostrobo:des 
Ailanthus altissuna 
Cntaegus spp. 
Gled:tsllltnecanthos var. lnenrus spp. 

T:ha spp. 
Amelanciuer spp. 
Catalpa spp. 
Celtis spp. 
Lmodendron wUp:.fera 
Syrmga spp. 
Co:ylus colurna 
Ostrya VJtgUlWlll 
Quercus spp. 
Tuod1wn d!Stichum 
Cerc•chphyllwn Jnporuco 
Sorbusspp. 
L1quidambar styraciflua 
Phellodendron amu.rence 
Comusspp. 
Co:ylus a,·ellono 
Cazya spp. 
Jun:perus spp. 
Uuix spp. 
Pmus spp. 
Plceaspp. 
PseudotsUga me=u 
TS'4p spp. 
Fagusspp. 
llex spp. 
D1ospyros vtrgin1ana 
ThUJO Spp. 
Juglans nigra 
Rhusspp. 

R.t\'!Sed : 212 l/98 

Common name 

Kentucky coffeetree 
Hornbeam 
Mlldenlwr tree 
Eastern redbud 
Down redwood 
Tree of heoven 
Hawthorn 
Seedless, !hornless 
honeyiOCUSt 
Lmden 
Serv:ceberry 
Co talpa 
Hackberty 
Tuhp tree 
Ubc 
Tutklsh filben 
Ironwood 
ou 
Bald cypress 
Katsur.nree 
Mountam osh 
Sweet gum 
Corlaree 
~ood 
European fil~ 
rbcko:y and pec3D 
Juruper 
Lorch 
Plne 
Spruce 
Oouslas fir 
Hemlock 
Beech 
Holly 
Common persunmon 
Arborv1tae 
Black walnut 
Sumac 
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The foltowmg plan!mg de1ails are mtended to snve u gwdes to the co=t 
des:gn and tnStallanon of plalus. They sho"' the rebnonshlps of materials and 
concepts defined dsewhere in this Guide. They :ue not dr.III.-"Oto a particular 
sale F1112l plans, as prepared by a feSlS!<Ted bndscape an:httec1. will need to 
mcorporate addlllonai, sne-specific details such liS dr.lma'e and ~mgaaon.. Other 
nems concermng the c:-•.!rure and maintC~W~ce ofpbnts (1.e. prunmg and 
tnallltsiD1J:I& a hedge) will need to be addressed by a separate landscape mauue
n21!ce manu.tl prepared by the landscape arclutect. 

Please note the de tenon of tree staktng, guymg. and trUnk wropping wh.icb were 
shown Ill the previous edition of this Guide. Subsequent resenreh and industry 
practices have shown that such standards may actually do more harm to the 
long-term nobility of • tree than not uslllg them at all (Guylllg mny still be 
advW\ble under extremely windy condinons.) Trees should have their north side 
marked at the nursery and sbould be planted wtth the same onentanon at the 
new Site . ThiS will provide for the same IUISCnce to sphl'llllg that ... rapping 
pro'ided, v.lule not u:cmring the oegauve effects of wrappmg such as tt'3pplllS 
UISCClS and moiStUre m contact wub the tree The details sub:rutted as a pan of 
the landscape plan should reflect these changes 

Addllloml mformanon regarding the co=t pl.mang detailS for trees and 
shrubs can be obtamed from the lnternano!W Soc1ety of Arbonculture. 1400 
West Anthony Dnve. Cbampaign. IL 6!821 (217) 355-9411. 

Planting details 
4pp<·ndlx • • 

T ree pla nting standards 

~---------- 25" """'mum caliper (4" in greater 
downtown area) snade tree With 
nrong centra: luder (do not 
prune. stake, or wrap trees unless 
airecud to do so by landscape 
uchotea) 

;---------- 2" mulch ~yer in 6' doameter nng 
(do not place mulch •n contact wr-Jl 
tree trunk} 

!=,--------- crown of rootball flush with 
existing grade leaving trunk flare 
visible at the top of the root ball 

,..------------ remove all twine. rope. Wire and 
burlap from top half of root ball 
(if plant IS sh1pped w•th a wire 
basket around the root ball. cut 
Wire in four places and fold down 
8" 1nto plantlnz hole) 

' ... ~ooii;OIIIi..,lJ;tJ..;JslJ~~;;;:;;===---- 4" h121> so~ saucer beyond edge o! Qiai.;iilu root "ball 

slope= I f-:l~------- p!vtung sod badcfill 
.,_:..._ _________ tamped soJ around base 

~r=------------ root ball on unexcavated or 
.,j<--~'----,,j<- tamped SO•l 

tree pot 3 times wider than dameter of root ball (edges of pit to be roughened) 
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Planting details 

52 

Tree planting in nar row 
parkway 
apply "tree pl>nung sW!dards;' 
pag~ 5 I. to thiS c!etad 

1:$~.-l~Jt--:::;~;...:::;..sa'=::.... _____________ courtesy walk at ~ck of curb 

r+t------------------ - root b;UI with bur1ap 112 removed 

r------------------ crown of rootball flush with gnde 

.----------------- 2" mulch layer on saucer shape 

tr~e pit as woc!e as possoble, goven 
the constrained conditions 
(edges of pit to be roughened} 

Tree planting in parkway 
planter 
apply "tree plantsng standards," 
page 5 I. to this detail 

~-------------- shade tree with strong central 
:eader 

t------------- -- courtesy walk at ~ck of curb 

.----------------- 2" mulch layer on saucer snape 

.------- --------- planting so1l 

;,...~~!'dlll.:.,.J/;--------------- p~nt~r with rmed c.urb and rail 

--~ ~r==::~==~~==~[:~~======··~ l; structural so1l or root paths 
(s~c chapter soc for detads) 

~_.,.,~~-----...::...:......:=,.;;,; '----- ex1stong subgrade 

tree prt as woce as posSlbie, g,yen 
the constninee cond•uons 
(edges o~ pit to be rouiJlened) 

The Cny of Chocago 



Planting details 

Tree planting in tree pit with 
grate 
apply "tree planong stanclards." 
pa&e 5 I. to this detail 

~-------------- shade tree with strong centnl 
leader 

~~j'f--'0!~~~~------------ courtesy walk at back of curb 

..------------------ lava rock multh wrth wire mesh 
(Greater Downtown area only) 

r---------------- plantJng so1l 

r:::Cl~~~~~~~~~~~~=;v:=~::3::-- Sidewalk 

~--~----- struaur-al sod or root patns 

·~ · 
(see thapter SIX fo' ceta!i5) 

~-o._=.:;=:;,iJ!!,_· _______ ..:.::, ____ extltln• su...,ncle 
( ··f. • ov6 

• j tree prt u wide as poss1ble. gtven 
the constnined conditions 
(edges of pit to be roughened) 

T~e planting in parking lot 
island 
apply "tree pbnung Sta.'Cards.
page 5 I. to th1s detacl 

~--------------- shade tree with strong centnl 
leader 

~,..--------------- curb at edge of parkmg sl3ll 

~------------------ crown of rOOiball flush WT".J'I fin.sn 
gnde (see thapter soc for add~ 
t!On.lllnfol'TI'Qtion) 

..------------------ 2" mulch byer 1n saucer shape 

~~~------~·~-b~---- ex~gsubgnc!e 
~ 11J! tree ptt as w1de as o<>sst!>;e, g;ver 

the constntned cond<tJons 
(edges of p1t to be roughened) 
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Planting details 

Shrub planting 
see "tree planting standard$." page 
51 for additional similar requ.re
ments 

Groundcover planting 

~~;=~'jtJJ.!(~'f-~;.t- M~-l~(o.UI ~--- 2" mulch layer 

.P>ooc:? 

...s-·..l:~W f--1<:...:"-- ~---- plantmg bed raosed for adequate 
dra1nage 

The Cit)' of Chicago 



"Structural soil'' is a growmg medium designed to pro,~de room for the devel
opment and !lf0"'1h of plant roots while meeting or exceedmg pavement 
fo~non ~uirements. It was de\·eloped by Com<:U t.:ntversi.ty :u a nux of 
saJ>-graded gravels m conformance with the t.:nified Soli Classtficauon system 
with a mm1mum Caliform• Bearing Ratio exceeding 50 when properly com
pacted. Struc:rural soil ts comprised of crushed stone (no1 limestone), clay loom 
and a hydro-gel sabifuet The intent 1s to fOJm a two p3.n system: a ngid. lugb 
bearm; C&!'"tty s:one stniCtUie and a viable rooang zone for p!anted mateml 
suspended wnlun the vo1ds of the sur.~e structure. Thts ts achieved by mixing an 
angular stone of known sJZe and shape \\ith a soil predommately passmg a #200 
steve. The object ts to mJninuze or eliminate aU size fractions between 0.75 
u:cbes and mednmt sand (0.16 inc be$) as defined by lhe t.:SDA soil clusifica
nonsystem. 

The result is a soil system th4t is designed to encourage contmuous, mtercon
netted root masses ralhcr than isolated roots m indivtdual tree ptts. nus v.ill 
lead to healthier trees "bile providing • sound base for paving m.:ltenals. 
Structural soil will funcnonas a sob-base m1tm:!l under pav=t> for pedes
lri3n tnflic or light vehtcular traffic wtth the ability to v.,thst:md loading of 
emergency and/or mamteoance vehlcles. Its intended purpose ts for estllblishing 
trees in areas where lhe tree is totlllly surrounded by pavement and space 
llirutlllions or other fau:tors preclude the use of non-paved tree zones or Iatse tree 
planMg eont:amcnzed = 
For ac:!dJUonal informauon. contnct the followmg indtviduals or organwmons: 
o :-:ina Bassuk, Director 

t.:rban Homculw.re lnsntute 
ComeU t.:niversity 
1w~~;y 

o Jason Graboslcy 
Urban Horriculture lnsunne 
Cornell Universtty 
lw~-:o.:y 

o Gary W:tson 
The ~onon Arboretum 
Ltslc. lllino>s 

o Pat Kelsey 
The ~onon Arboretum 
Ltsle. Ulmois 
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- ----------------- ---=L=a=n..:..d:;:s:..:c:..:a.::!p:..:e::....,maintenance schedule 
ppend 1 x • • The following is a recommended calendar for the care of newly installed plants. 

January 

• Remove any liner found within turf and landscaped :1teas 
• Check for and remove any debris c:wgbt in trees and shrubs 
• Check and .maintam all winter coverings. including evergreen boughs and 

holiday lighting 
• Prune :my damaged uee branches as needed 

February 

• Remove any litter found wilhin turf and landscaped areas 
• Check for and remove any debris caught m trees and shrubs 
• Remove all winter coverings, including evergreen boughs. and holiday 

lighting 
• Check perennial plannngs and reset those plants that have bc:en heaved 

from the ground due to frost 
• Inspect all trees. shrubs (includmg roses), and vines to determme prurung 

needs and complete this work prior to bud break 

March 

• Remove any liner found within turf and landscaped areas 
• Cheek for and remove any debris caught in trees and shrubs 
• Remove all winter coverings. includmg evergreen boughs. and holiday 

lighting 
• Cheek perennial plantings and reset those plants that have been heaved 

from the ground due to frost 
• Inspect all trees. shrubs (including roses), and ,·ines to determine pruning 

needs and complete this work prior to bud break 

April 

• Remove any liner found within turf and landscaped areas 
• Check for and remove any d~bris caught m trees and shrubs 
• Perform spring bed clean-up in all locations prior to any required division 

of perennials 
• Trim back all perennials not previously cut back 
• Water semi-irrigated and non-irrigated landscaped areas as required 
• .Mulch planting :1reas 
• Begin monitonng for pest and disease problems 
• Begin mowing lawn ate1IS 

• .Monitor all planting beds for weedy condioons and take appropriate 
measures to maintain all plantings in a weed-free condinon 
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Landscape maintenance schedule 

May 

• Remove any liner found within turf and landscaped areas 
• Check for and remove any debris caught in trees and shrubs 
• Complete required perennial division and tranSplant activines 
• Braid or remove 25% of green foliage from spnng blooming bulbs 
• T run back all perennials as required 
• Water landscaped areas as needed 
• :Mulch plannng areas 
• Continue monitoring for pest and dtsease problems 
• Monitor all planting beds for weedy conditions and take appropriate 

measures to maintain all plantings in a weed-free condition 

June 

• Remove any liner found within turf and landscaped areas 
• Check for and remove any debris caught in trees and shrubs 
• Monuor newly 1nstalled plantings for watering requirements 
• Morutor all plannng beds for weedy conditions and take appropnate 

measures to mamtam all plantings in a weed-free condition 
• Monitor all landscaped areas for pest and disease problems 
• Mulch plannng areas as needed 
• Prune all shrubs and hedges (following blooming period if appropnate) 

July 

• Remove any liner found within turf and landscaped areas 
• Check for and remove any debris caught m trees and shrubs 
• Continue to monitor plantings installed this season for watering needs 
• Monitor all planting beds for weedy conditions and take appropnate 

measures to maintain all plantings in a weed-free condition 
• Monitor all landscaped areas for pest and d1sease problems 
• Monitor mulch depth and adjust as needed 

August 

• Remove any liner found within turf and landscaped areas 
• Check for and remove any debris caught in treeS and shrubs 
• Begin any required deadheading. dead leafing, pruning, tu1d pinching of 

perennials and annuals 
• Monitor all planting beds for weedy conditions and take appropnate 

measures to maintain all areas in a weed free condition 
• Monitor mulch depths and adjust as needed 
• Order spring blooming bulbs for fall installation 
• Morutor all landscaped arus for pest and disease problems 
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Landscape maintenance schedule 

• Remove any huer found wnhin turf and bndscaped aras 
• Cb«lc for 3lld n:mo•·e any deb:u cau~t m trees and shrubs 
• ConMue any requtred deadheadmg, dead leafL~g. prurung. and pmdu.'lg of 

perC'Iltllals and annuals 
• MonJtor all plantmg beds for weedy condmons and Wee oppropnate 

measures to maintain all areas m • weed free condmon 
• Connnue to mom tor mulch <ieplhs as needed 
• Survey all planting areas specified and note and dead, damaged or missing 

plants IUld begm mstalling new plant matenal 
• Prune s.brubs and hedges for the last nrne thu month 

October 

• Remove any litter found wt!lu.D turf and landscaped area.s 
• Check for and remove any debns caughtmlren and shrubs 
• Betm fall clean·up of planang beds 
• Do not cut lxu:lr. pe:remuals until they go domunt 
• Annuals may be removed at this nrne 
• Morutor all planang beds for weedy condmons and take appropriate 

measures to maintain all areas m a weed free condmon 
• Conttnue to morutor mulch depths and adjust as needed 
• Complete mstallanon of new plant material by the middle of this month 
• Begm mstalling spring blooming bulbs 
• Install and maintain hobday decomtions as deSired 

~o•ember 

• Remove any utter found wt!lu.D turf and Wldsc>ped areu 
• Check for and mnove :my deb:u caug,h: m lrces and shn:bs 
• Complete mstalbnon of spn:>g b!oo!nll!g bulbs 
• lkj:m performmg any necessa.-y tree ptunmg m.llntc=cc once the tteeS 

aredo=t 
• Complete !all bed clc:m·up this month 
• Peteunta! foluge shall not be cutlxu:k until planiS ao dormant 
• Mulch planting areas 
• Install wtnter ev~ covers 
• Mamtatn all winter coverings, includmg evergreen boughs 
• Mamtain all lighting in operating order, includmg all scasonalligbnog 

• Remove any liner found wnhin turf and i:lndscaped llJ'cu 
• Cheek for nnd remove ""Y debns caug,ht m trees and shrubs 
• :O.iaintau1 all wm:cr covcnngs. mcluding evergreen boughs 
• :O.iamwn all l:g,h11ng in ope:anns order. meludmg all saso:W ugi:n:>g 
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~ followms cerofied statementS are to be s•81'ed b~ the appropna:e parties 
and made a pan of each l.andsapc plan 

S"om statement by owner 
Comnuts to lhe mamtenance of requued landseaplllg Ill Ll)e followlllg form: 

"The undm1gned acknowledges that the landscape planung 
plan shown on the attached londscape plan(s) for lhe property 
at (street address). Ch•eago. IU10ois 
(ZIP code) has, to the best of the unders1aned appheo.nt's 
knowledge. been designed and will be installed. mamtamed, 
:snd replaced as required, by current and sub~quent owners 11t 

accordance with the requirements ofT1tle 10. Chapter 32 of 
the Chicago ~unicipal Code. the landscaplltJ: sandards of the 
Chicago Zoomg Ordinance. and the Gu1dt to the Chtcago 
lAndscape Ordu:ar.ce. " 

SY>orn statement by owoer 

Comnuts 10 the proteCtion :md replaee=t ol requ~red landseapmg m the 
fol!Owm£ form: 

"Exaung p:ukway and on-stte interior trees are to be protec1ed 
while project is under construction and will be replnced by 
cUITent and subsequent owner if damaged." 

Sworn statement b~ registered landscape architect 
Comnuts to the preparation oftbe landscape plan 11t the followmg form: 

"The undm•gned l:mdscape Ol1:b.ltect. reg1stered m the State 
of IllinoiS. ..:know ledges tint the landscape plannng plan and 
co!ISU'Ucnon deuils shown on the >t' ... ehed landse>pe plan(s) 
for the property at (street add.-ess). 
Chicago, llllllois (Zip code) has been d.es1gned c 
accordance ~ith the requirements ofTnle 10. Chapter 32 o! 
lhe Chicago Mucicipal Code. the landsc:ap~~tg standards of !he 
Ch1eago Zonmg Ordinance. and :he Gu•dt to the Ch1cago 
lAndscape Ordu:ar.ce." 
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Public notice of required landscaping 
ppc.:nJtx ----------------------~.. ... 

The City of Chicago wants to eneour:tge its ci=s to help enforce the land· 
scape ordinance. By reqwnng the following notices to b( posted at a job site, 
netgbbors and intereSted people can venfy if the approved plans are b(mg 
unplemented. Projects that are suspected to not b( m compbance can b( 
reported for follow-up to the Department of Zoning. 

The followmg are to b( put on display on sne at the same tune u the building 
pemm: 

• A copy of the approved landseape plan 
:-\o smaller than 11" x 1-·· 
l.amiJuted to protect the plan 
Showing all plant typeS, SIZeS, aDd locations 

• An instructional stgn 
:-<o smaller than 8-112" x 11" 
I amjnatrc;l tO protect the $1SJl 

Stating the followmg: 

"If you see any problems wtth t!us landseape plan or the 
COBSttUCt!on of 11. pleue caD the Ctty of Clncago. Department 
of Zoning at 312.744.9445" 
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Public notice of ma.intenance schedule and agreement 

The City of Chicago wants to encounge tiS cinzens 10 help enforce lhe land
scape ordinance. By requiring lhe followtng nonces to be posted ato JOb stte, 
netghbors Olld interested people can verify if the approved plans are betng 
awntained as approved. Projects that are suspected to not be 111 compliance can 
be reported for follow-up to the Depanment of Zorung. 

Tbe follo'l\'lllg an: 10 be put on display on sne at the same wru: os the building 
pe:mu: 

• A copy of the approved landscape pl311 
~o smaller than II" x 17" 
Laminated to pro~t the plan 
Sltowtng aU plant types. sizes. and loc:anons 

• An mstruenonal sign 
~o smaller than II- x IT' 
Laminated to protect the stgn 
Statmg the following: 

'"The owner of thiS site bas agreed 10 insl3ll and nwntaul the 
n:quued landscaping on thiS Slte Ill aceo:dance Wlth the 
O>iago l..&lldscape Ordut.anee. Compli3nee n:qwres lhe 
followmg: 

• ~ew trees and shrubs will be watered for the fust twO yem 
until fumly established 

- ~ew trees and shrubs will be pruned to remove deod or 
damaged wood 

• ~iulch in planting beds will be mamtamed at a dopth on-
• All pla.ntmg beds and ttee mulch CirCles will be "-eeded 

regularly 
• Perenruals and herbaceous shrubs will be pruned before the 

oiiSCt of new spnng growth 
• All grus will be mowed regularly (i.e. once per week) 

d1.1I1Dg the ~wing season 

If you sec any problems v.•th the landsc>;>mg of thiS Stte or the 
lmtlllen&IICC of it, please eaU the Cny ofCiucago. Ocpart:mntt 
ofZoOUI& at 312.744.9445" 

Gutde to the ChiQ&O Landsc:atMO Ordl!Wlte 
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