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November 3, 2022 

 

Commission on Chicago Landmarks, Permit Review Committee 

Chicago City Hall 

121 N. LaSalle Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 

c/o Chairman Ernie Wong 

 

Re: The Pioneer Arcade Building, 1535-1545 N. Pulaski Road, Chicago 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commission on Chicago Landmarks, 

We at Preservation Chicago fully support the Chicago Landmark Designation of the Pioneer Arcade 

Building, located at 1535-1545 N. Pulaski Road, Chicago. 

The Pioneer Arcade Building, along with the New Apollo Theater, located across the street, were 

recognized as part of our Preservation Chicago--Chicago 7 Most Endangered Buildings program in 2015. 

These two structures, along with the Pioneer Bank, also a designated Chicago Landmark, were anchor 

buildings to this important commercial intersection and shopping district in the West Humboldt Park 

Community of Chicago. Unfortunately, over time, this area has suffered from disinvestment. 

The Pioneer Arcade Building is a highly decorative cream colored terra cotta building, in a Spanish-

Revival style and designed by architect Jens J. Jensen. It’s also a fine example of a recreational hall 

building type, featuring bowling alleys and billiards and dating to 1925. 

Over many years we have worked with the current owner, Hispanic Housing and its director, Paul 

Roldon, the North-Pulaski Historical Society and its members towards a good preservation outcome and 

use for this special building. 

We are of the opinion that the proposed reuse of the historic Pioneer Arcade Building and a Chicago 

Landmark Designation of the building is an excellent outcome. We look forward to the owner, developer 

and City of Chicago, working together towards a beautiful and architecturally compatible addition to the 

rear sections of the building, integrating historic features of the interior of the building, beyond the 

ornamental façade. We therefore, fully support the Preliminary Landmark Recommendation for the 

Pioneer Arcade Building. 

Sincerely, 

Ward Miller 

Ward Miller, Executive Director 
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