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September 8, 2022 

 

Commission on Chicago Landmarks, Permit Review Committee 

Chicago City Hall 

121 N. LaSalle Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 

c/o Chairman Gabriel Dziekiewicz 

 

Re: 111 N. State Street, the Marshall Field Store Building/Macy’s Store before the Permit Review 

Committee 

 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Permit Review Committee of the Commission on Chicago 

Landmarks, 

We recently learned of additional signage proposed for numerous locations on the Marshall Field Store, 

now Macy’s, and have concerns that this designated Chicago Landmark is becoming a billboard for the 

current tenant. We recently counted the signage locations that currently exist along State Street, 

Randolph, Washington Street and Wabash Avenue facades and were surprised by the amount of existing 

signage on the building’s facades. 

There are 14 existing canvas canopies on State Street, with the Macy’s name on the black awnings, 

which doubles at the holidays to 14 Macy’s signs hanging on the second-floor flagpoles with the holiday 

decorations for about two months time, so 28 signage locations on State Street elevation alone. 

Then turning the corner to Randolph Street, there are 10 sets of windows with awnings with the Macy’s 

name, plus the large, fixed canopies. So, 12 existing locations. 

On Wabash Avenue, there are 14 awnings with the Macy’s logo on them. Turning the corner on 

Washington Street, there’s another set of canopies within 10 window locations. This would bring the 

total number of Macy’s signs to 48, before one even counts the signage on the glass doors and the 14 

flagpoles on State Street for the holidays. If we include the flagpoles, that amounts to 62 locations and 

with all of the glass entry doors, that adds another 67 signage locations on the doors for a total of 

approximately 129 signage locations, which currently exist in some fashion on this Chicago Landmark 

building. 

With this said, so do we really need another 18 banners and additional bronze plaques added and 

affixed to this historic building and Chicago Landmark?  We know of no other Chicago building and 

Landmark with as many signs and just wanted to share that observation with you and others at DPD and 

on the Permit Review Committee of the Commission on Chicago Landmarks.   



 

 

We are of the opinion that more signage will not equate to more knowledge of the store’s name, noting 

the other existing 129 signage locations and will make this incredible Chicago Landmark resemble a New 

York, Times Square billboard. At the end of the day, this would be much like the large and vast corner 

billboard on their Herald Square flagship in New York.  

It’s our opinion that this large and vast additional signage would adversely impact the Marshall Field 

Landmark Building on State Street, and one of Chicago’s stellar buildings and famous Landmarks.  

The former Carson, Pirie, Scott Store, now a Target Store, and located just down the street has very 

limited signage, specifically located in their display windows, glass doors and inside the second floor of 

the corner rotunda in their two-story location, which is also a Chicago Landmark. 

Thanks so much for your consideration of this opinion, which we at Preservation Chicago feel will 

adversely impact the architecture and visual impact of the Marshall Field Building for decades to come, 

with advertisements.  

We therefore request you consideration of not approving the additional 18 –12’ x 2’ banners as 

proposed to be affixed to the building or the additional 8 bronze plaques to be mounted above the 

Marshall Field bronze plaques. These additional plaques will adversely impact the historic building, while 

also impacting the existing bronze letters noting the street name as well. 

We would also request that the original fixed metal canopies on both Randolph and Washington Streets, 

which have been remodeled over time be restored with their decorative concealed elements once again 

made visible and fully restored. These canopies were designed by Burnham’s office to match the nearby 

pair of 7-ton bronze clocks and this relationship should be restored to Burnham’s and Marshall Field’s 

original vision.  

Thank you again for your consideration of these adverse impacts to one of Chicago’s most recognized 

Landmarks. 

Sincerely, 

Ward Miller 

Ward Miller, Executive Director 

Preservation Chicago 
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Emily Barton

From: wmiller@preservationchicago.org
Sent: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 11:39 AM
To: Emily Barton
Cc: Matt Crawford; Kandalyn Hahn; Dijana Cuvalo
Subject: RE: PRC Question and Request for more information

 
Hi, Emily 
 
Thanks for your message and response, as it’s always so greatly appreciated.  
 
I just counted the signage locations that currently exist along State Street, Randolph, Washington Street and Wabash 
Avenue facades on the Marshall Field Building, now Macy’s store.  
 
I’m counting 14 canopies on State Street, with the Macy’s name on the black awnings, which doubles at the holidays to 
14 Macy’s signs on the flagpoles with the holiday decorations for about two months time, so 28 signage locations on 
State Street alone. 
 
Then turning the corner to Randolph Street, there are 10 sets of windows with awnings with the Macy’s name, plus the 
large fixed canopies. So, 12 existing locations. 
 
On Wabash Avenue, there are 14 awnings with the Macy’s logo on them.  Turning the corner on Washington Street, 
there’s another set of canopies within 10 window locations. This would bring the total number of Macy’s signs to 48, 
before one even counts the signage on the glass doors and the 14 flagpoles on State Street for the holidays. If we 
include the flagpoles, that amounts to 62 locations and with all of the glass entry doors, that adds another 67 signage 
locations on the doors for a total of approximately 129 signage locations, which currently exist in some fashion. 
 
With this said, so do we really need another 18 banners and additional bronze plaques added and affixed to this historic 
building and Chicago Landmark?  We know of no other Chicago building and Landmark with as many signs and just 
wanted to share that observation with you and others at DPD and on the Permit Review Committee of the Commission 
on Chicago Landmarks.   
 
We are of the opinion that more signage will not equate to more knowledge of the store’s name, noting the other 129 
signage locations and will make this incredible Chicago Landmark resemble a New York, Times Square billboard. At the 
end of the day, this would be much like the large and vast corner billboard on their Herald Square flagship in New York. 
 
It’s our opinion that this large and vast additional signage would adversely impact the Marshall Field Landmark Building 
on State Street, and one of Chicago’s stellar buildings and famous Landmarks.  
 
The former Carson, Pirie, Scott Store, now a Target Store, and located just down the street has very limited signage, 
specifically located in their display windows, glass doors and inside the second floor of the corner rotunda in their two‐
story location, which is also a Chicago Landmark. 
 
Thanks so much for your consideration of this opinion, which we at Preservation Chicago feel will adversely impact the 
architecture and visual impact of the Marshall Field Building for decades to come, with advertisements. 
 

   [Warning: External email]  
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Sincerely, 
Ward Miller   
 

Ward Miller, Executive Director 
 
Preservation Chicago 
The Williams Building 
205 W. Monroe, Suite 400 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-5006 
c: 773.398.6432 
o: 312.443.1000 
wmiller@preservationchicago.org 
 
 

From: Emily Barton <Emily.Barton@cityofchicago.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 3:12 PM 
To: wmiller@preservationchicago.org 
Cc: Matt Crawford <Matt.Crawford@cityofchicago.org>; Kandalyn Hahn <Kandalyn.Hahn@cityofchicago.org>; Dijana 
Cuvalo <Dijana.Cuvalo@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: PRC Question and Request for more information 
 
Good afternoon Ward, 
 
This proposal does not include any removal of any existing historic signs on the building.  Signage will be limited to 18 new 
12’x3’ non‐illuminated banner signs, 8 corner plaques (above the existing plaques), and the refacing of their existing 
canopies and awnings. 
 
Please let me know if you have any additional questions. 
Thanks, 
 
Emily Barton 
Historic Preservation Division 
City of Chicago | Department of Planning and Development (DPD) 
Historic Preservation Division 
121 North LaSalle Street, 10th Floor, Suite 1000 | Chicago, IL 60602 
emily.barton@cityofchicago.org 
 

From: Kandalyn Hahn <Kandalyn.Hahn@cityofchicago.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 1:48 PM 
To: Emily Barton <Emily.Barton@cityofchicago.org>; Joyce Ramos <Joyce.Ramos2@cityofchicago.org>; Tyler Taylor 
<Tyler.Taylor2@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Matt Crawford <Matt.Crawford@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: Fw: PRC Question and Request for more information 
 

 
Kandalyn Hahn 
Project Coordinator 
Historic Preservation Division 
Chicago Department of Planning & Development 
Phone:  312-744-8234 
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From: wmiller@preservationchicago.org <wmiller@preservationchicago.org> 
Sent: Sunday, September 4, 2022 2:07 PM 
To: Kandalyn Hahn <Kandalyn.Hahn@cityofchicago.org>; Matt Crawford <Matt.Crawford@cityofchicago.org>; Dijana 
Cuvalo <Dijana.Cuvalo@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: PRC Question and Request for more information  
  

 
Hi, Kandalyn, Matt and Dijana! 
  
Hello from LA and Newport Beach! 
  
I just wanted to check‐in and ask if you could share additional information on the PRC Agenda and the changes to the 
Marshall Field Building per drawings of 7‐12‐2022. 
  
The Agenda and general description notes “Proposed building signage including new plaques, banners and refacing of 
existing canopies.”  I know that the historic bronze plaques that read “Marshall Field & Company” were both part of the 
general and larger Landmark designation, but the bronze plaques and two historic exterior clocks were also protected 
under a separate ordinance, to also protect them from changes, including a replacement with the Macy’s signage on 
them. Macy’s approved and agreed to those changes as part of the consent to Landmark, with the former Chairman, 
Terry Lundgren, and just want to make sure that the Marshall Field plaques remain in place at all exterior locations. So, 
this is a unique situation from other designated Landmarks, as Marshall Field was so special and so much apart of 
Chicago’s history. 
  
Also, there are historic components to the canopies that remain on both visible and also covered/concealed at the 
Randolph and Washington Street locations that are really wonderful. We at Preservation Chicago were always hoping 
that original features of the canopies, covered long ago with various remodelings in the 1950s and 1960s, would be 
restored one day, as many of the decorative features matched the nearby historic 7‐ton clocks at State and Randolph 
and State and Washington Street. So, hoping more aspects of the original design could be incorporated and restored to 
their c. 1907 appearance, as the original canopy structures still remain under the various remodelings and coverings. 
  
Lastly, there was much pushback against large illuminated signage when the Marshall Field Landmark Designation 
occurred, which happened at the changeover of nameplates. Macy’s and Federated Stores, INC. wanted large signs and 
that was denied and we are still hoping that signage would be very limited, and the thought of banners and other 
advertising could be limited to the dozen or so existing flag poles lining the State Street elevation of the building, verses 
more brackets in this historic façade. This is often done with Macy’s flags and also part of their holiday decorations (the 
horns) for several months at Christmas. The brackets banners at other locations, like the Walgreens at North, Damen 
and Milwaukee Avenue in Wicker Park and in the Milwaukee Avenue District really overwhelm that former banking 
structure and almost obscure the building visually. So, hoping for better on one of our first‐class Daniel Burnham 
Landmarks on State Street—that great street. 
  
Any information on drawings you could provide would be helpful, but also wanted to share my memories and the public 
discussions of year’s ago.  
  
As you’ll remember, there’s so much public support for this remarkable department store building and its historic name. 
We’re of the opinion that time has passed, but the passion over Field’s still runs high and their closure of the Water 
Tower Place Store, as well as their sister store—Bloomingdale’s at Medinah Temple is likely fallout for their missteps of 
the past. Folks are still upset with them and every little change to the State Street Store is well recognized and often 
people we know are still boycotting their stores and affiliates 15 years later, FYI. That’s the word on the street and with 
many longtime Chicagoans. 
  

   [Warning: External email]  
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Just sharing and hoping for the best but also wanted to request further information. Thanks so much for your 
consideration of what many find still so special about the much beloved Marshall Field Store Building. 
  
Thanks so much! 
  
Sincerely, 
Ward 
  

Ward Miller, Executive Director 
  
Preservation Chicago 
The Williams Building 
205 W. Monroe, Suite 400 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-5006 
c: 773.398.6432 
o: 312.443.1000 
wmiller@preservationchicago.org 
  
  
 

This e‐mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may contain 
legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e‐mail (or the person 
responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, printing or copying of this e‐mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received 
this e‐mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete the original and any 
copy of any e‐mail and printout thereof.  
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