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Biograph Theater
2433–2443 North Lincoln
Exterior Rehabilitation and Adaptive Reuse
Recipient: Victory Gardens Theater

The Biograph Theater, designed in 1914 by architect Samuel N. Crowen, is one of Chicago’s oldest neighborhood 
movie houses.  The theater gained national notoriety as the location of the famous shoot-out in 1934 between the 
FBI and one of the country’s “Most Wanted” Depression-era gangsters, John Dillinger, a notorious bank robber.  The 
building had been altered over the years, with the original storefronts removed, the upper-floor arched windows 
painted over, and the original marquee altered.  Victory Gardens Theater bought the building in the summer of 
2004 and undertook a $11.3 million rehabilitation project of the exterior and interior of the building, with assistance 
from the City of Chicago.  The exterior work included restoring the historic white terra cotta and red brick façade, 
replacing the arched windows, replacing the storefronts, and rehabilitating the signature marquee.  The Biograph 
Theater was designated a Chicago Landmark on March 28, 2001.
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99th street Metra station
Beverly-Morgan Park railroad stations District
exterior and interior rehabilitation
Recipient:  Metra

This is a rare surviving example of a nineteeth-century commuter railroad station in Chicago, one of 
six in this landmark district stretching from 91st to 115th streets. Stations such as these helped pro-
mote the development of many of the city’s outlying areas, including the Beverly-Morgan Park and 
Washington Heights communities. Built by the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad, this structure’s 
Queen Anne-style details include broad eaves and a bellcast dormer roof.  Metra recently complet-
ed an extensive rehabilitation project for this station. The exterior work included all new roofing, new 
wood siding, new windows, and new doors.  Other work included new landscaping and the con-
struction of a new passenger shelter on the train platform consistent with the style of the historic sta-
tion.  The Beverly-Morgan Park Railroad Stations District was designated as a Chicago Landmark on 
April 15, 1995.
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