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ALTA VISTA TERRACE LANDMARK DISTRICT 
One-block-long street, running north-south, 

located at 3800 north, 1050 west 
Chicago, Illinois 

(Runs between West Grace Street on the 
south and West Byron Street on the north, 

par,1llel to and between North Kenmore Avenue 
on the east and North Seminary Street on the we,t.) 

Date of Development: 1900-1904 

Architect: Unknown at present time 

Landmark Site (legal dc,cription of property): 

All improvements within the public rights-ofway within the boundaries of: 

The north line of West Byron Street; the cast line of the c.lley next cast of and 

parallel to Alta Vista Terrace; the south line of West Grace Street; tlw wc,t line of 

North Seminary Street. 

Also, the following priv;~tcly-owncd property, all located within the above houn(brics: 

Lots 1 through ·Win Southeast Gross's Addition to Buena P.1rk. being :1 Subdivision 

of ,dl tbt part of Block 2 lying west of alley running north and south through s.1id 

Block 2 of Block 6. Laflin, Smith and Dyer's Subdivision of West 1/2. North 1/4, 
Section 20, Township 40 North, Range 14, East of the Third Principal Meridian. 

Description and Comparison of Facades: 

On the pages that follow, the 40 houses of Alta Vista Terrace arc described in pairs- that 

is, there is a detailed description of a facade on the west side of the street (even address 

numbers, 3800 throutsh 3846), followed by a brief description of the rmjnr differences to 

be found in the facade of its counterpart on the cast side of the street (odd address 

numbers, 3801 through 3847). A diagram on each page shows the location on the street 

of the two houses under discussion and, hopefully, imparts an idea of th'c relationship of 

these houses to the street as a whole. 

In addition, each page carries a drawing of the original form of each pair of facades. These 

drawings arc based on the illustrations of .ln advertising flyer issued by Alta Vi>ta 

Tnracc's developer, the real-estate magnate Samuel E. Gross. An original print of this 

flyer is in the collection of the Chicago Historical Society. 

The facades arc described with the aim of pointing out the many :trchitccrur.d pcrinds, 

styles, .1nd details that were used in their design. Where noticc,,b!c ch.Ingcs have been 

made to the facades, they are so noted. Architectural terms used arc defined in the 

GLOSSARY on page 23. 



38 44 3845 

3842 3843 

3838 3839 

3836 3837 

3834 3835 

3832 3833 

3830 3831 

3826 3827 

3824 3825 

3822 382 3 

3820 3821 

3818 3819 

3814 381 7 

3812 3813 

38 10 381 1 

3808 3809 

3806 3807 ' 

3802 3805 

JXOO: Tile' , f<. s i~n o f th e fac.11k is ,,· ,; tr;,incd. hut hi g hli ght ed by .1 

L 1r~c' , c.tlc, limcst <llll' d oo r fr :1111c , E~ y pri.1n i11 kl' l i11~. 1\ two '>tory h11w 

window c· xtc!lds fro m grou nd kwl to t he shcc t · ll l<'t :d L<>rni cc below t he 

d•' l<lr: Jti ve bri ck p:.r.qwt. w hi c h is distinguidJc·d by p;~ ncls olf <-c n· , scd 

bri ckwork. Tlw bo w witl<low is h o ri l< nltall y ba11dcd by the co ntinu ou s 

nush ql)nl' lin te ls :IIlli narr OW, slightl y lll<ll<k cJ S tOlle' ,ill s o f tlh· first ­

:Jlld scco JH.I-tloor windows. Its only urrume nt is an c' gg-.tnd -d art 

, hen-metal ba11d :~ bu vc th e lintel o f t he firs t-tl oor windows ~ n d the· 

scro lkd lll l' Ld bra c kets that support the trumpet -shape d con ic:d ronf, 

i"ull-roulld at the to p and shingled in s late, rlu t breaks the lin,· of the 

parapet. T he original finial tnps thi s roof. All w indows arc· do ub le h u ng, 

wi th t he excep ti o n of so me in the en close d rc·a r porc h (adde d later ) 

and the first-tloor ce nter ope ning of the how window. T his centc·r 

wind o w is :1 fix ed pa ne, with the ori ginal kade d-gl:.,s sc· ctinn above the 

tr:1n som. Th e <Jri~nal double entrance d oors with full -length e llipti cal 

wind o ws of clear glass have been reta ined, with t he· addi t ion of a gr ille 

in vin e-a nd-leaf d es ign b e hind the gL,ss. ( )n the side wall. a bri c k 

c himn e y with re cesse d pan els reaches down to the fir st -n oor wi ndo ws 

and e nd s in three ove rsai lin g cou rse s. The later addit io n in th e re ar is o f 

a liglnc r-colorcd brick. 

JH47: The origin o.l double d oors ha ve been repla ce d b y a hand so m e , 

paneled-wood, singl e door with clear-gL1ss side lights: part of the fin ia l is 

missin g from the roof of th e bnw win do w, :1nd much of the trim of t his 

o ran ge -colo red bri c k house has bee n pai nted bl ac k . Most o f th e origin al 

de tail s , h o wever, see m to have been preser ved. 
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3842 3843 

3838 13839 
I 

3836 3837 

3834 3835 

3832 3833 

3830 3831 

3826 3827 

I 

3824 3825 ' 

3822 3823 

3820 3821 

3818 38 19 

3814 3817 

3812 3813 

3810 381 1 

3808 3809 

3806 3807 

JH02: Scwral starrlin!-lchanges have been m ade to this facade. but it still 

re tains its st rong Cl.1 ssic revival fcding. A sheet-metal open _E~giJT!eil~ -· 

with a de corative band of clcnrils ;tnd a center urn. c over~ most of the 

parapet. lkntils ;Ji so arc used beneath th e shect-ml'tal cornice of the 

<Jilc -story po lygon:tl bay wind ow. The door way is covered by a he;tvy. 

bracketed. sheet-metal pediment with egg-and-dart ornament. The 

o riginal do uble doors have been replaced by a single modern wood door 

h .tving three snull tri :tngular glass inserts and ween translu cent-glass 

sidelights with chicken -wire design. The center window opening of the 

nne-s tory bay wind ow has been reglazcd with the same material as the 

sidelights. while the original double -hung side windows have been 

rep laced with glass lo uvers. The second-nom window openings have 

been filled with glass blocks surrounding small casement windows. The 

brickwork has been painted bla ck and all trim, white . 

.3R45: The original facade design has been retain ed in this red-brick 

ho use. including rhc original double doors (now painted white) with 

their three -quarter-length arched windows . What probably was clear 

glass in the doors, however, has been replace d by patterned glass of an 

amber col o r. This sa me glass has been used in the lower sashes of the 

first-floor bay window. The origi nal brac keted pediment o ver the 

doo rway. th e cornice of the ba y window, and the pediment a t the top 

o f the fac ade arc all in tact. 



3846 3847 

3844 3845 

3838 3839 

3836 3837 

3834 3835 

3832 3833 

38 30 383 1 

3826 3827 

3824 3825 

I 
38 22 3823 

38 20 3821 

3818 3819 

3814 38 17 ' 

38 12 3813 

3810 3811 

3808 3809 

3802 3805 

3800 3801 

JH06: A two-story polygonal by wind<lW is m.trkcd horiz o ntally by 

the continu o us st o ne sills <~nd linte ls of rhe windows o n th e first and 

s<e ctmd floors. A sheet-metal corni ct: , trimmed by :1 hand o f dc ntils, 

e xtends th e width of the ho use a nd is steppt:d out :.1bove the bay 

wind ow and the second-floor window to the rit:ht of it. A !);able -like 

roof projection ab ove this sin~lc window rests o n the cornice' , as d oes 

th l' roo f o f the bay window. Th,· s li ~hrlv sloping parapet, t he roof of 

the bay window, :tnd the- gabl e -like roof projection, probabl y tlriginally 

covered with slate shingl es , arc no w cove•rc d with sheet rnu fing. The 

finial s that evidently on ce topped th e by -wind ow ro o f. the gable-like 

proj.: ction, and the short, flat, she e t-metal pil:.s te rs at e ither e nd of rhe 

parapet arc missing. The simpl e- stone fram e of t he doo rway is partially 

o bscured by a fiberglas awning, and the origin:.! do ubl e doors h:.~ve bee n 

replaced by a single wood door having three small rectangular glass 

inserts and glass-block sidelights. 

3R43: This house retain s most of its original detail s, including the 

d:.~rk - painted double doors with full -lengt h rcct:.~ngular glass windows 

and a s tain ed-glass fanlight. The• finial is s till at the point of the roo f of 

the bay window, The entire ro of, ·~ding the slightly sloping parapet 

and the gable -like projection , re tains wha t might b<.: the original slate 

shingles. 
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3846 3847 

3844 3845 

3842 3843 

38 36 3837 

3834 3835 

38 32 38 33 

38 30 '3831 

3826 3827 

3824 3825 

3822 382 3 

3820 3821 

3818 3819 

3814 381 7 

380 6 3807 

3802 3805 

3800 3801 

JHOS: Stylized (_; ~thic _d_c,£;_Jils C< >mhiiH: with other ornamentation to 

produce ;t fa c:~dc that is both clab n r.ttc' ;tnd chee rful. The ila mboyant 

Gnthic d oorwa y . smmountcd by three , to. >ll c'wor k plumes . is co mple ­

mented by the tr e foil -arched windows of the orihrinal do uble doors. 

O ve r th e shaped shcct-rnetal co rnice ,,f th e o nc-s tory rect .tngular ba y 

window is a low rner:d par.tpct dl' cmatcd with bas -relie f. Some <Jf this 

dL' C<lf•tti o n is o f ,, diamond -shotpcd Lttti ce pattern that correspo nds t o 

th e k.tded-glass pa ttern in t he top sashes of mos t of the double -hung 

windows rrh ose in the sides of the first -tloor bay window arc th e 

ex ception s) and in the two small case ment windo ws o n either side of 

the upper story. He twcL·n th ese casement windows .. 1 narrow polygonal 

bay window is ce nte red on the f: tcadc at th e ,;cco nd-tloor level , ri sing 

from behind the parape t of the first-floor bay windo w. A three -sided 

sloping ro of tops this upper ba y window, ri sing again st the brick 

parapet that to ps the fa cade. This roof, now covered with new roofing. 

in all probability was originally covered with slate shingles. The parapet 

is decorated with paneled brickwo rk and finished at e ach end with a 

sheet-metal pilaster, Gothic in feeling. T he o rigin al false gable that rose 

above its center has been cut o ff at the to p line of the parapet, now 

fini shed with new co ping. 

3839: Althou gh thi s ho use h:~s lost its le aded-glass windows. it does 

retain the entire origina l fal se g;rble, o f bri ck. crown ed with a finiaL 

What may be the origin al sheet-metal co ping fini shes the top o f th e 

parapet and runs up to the wp of the pilaste rs. The roof o f th e 

sec o nd-fl o or bay window al so re t.tins wh,tt must have been its o rigin al 

appe aran ce, comple te with sla tc shingl es , til e joints, and finial. In fact, 

in nearly every respect, 3839 re tain s its original fa cade. 



384 6 ]847 

3844 ]845 

3842 38 43 

3838 3839 

3834 3R35 

3832 3833 

I 

38 30 13831 

3826 3827 

3824 3825 

3822 3823 

3820 3821 

3818 38 19 

3814 3817 

3812 381 3 

3808 3809 

3806 3807 

3802 3805 

3800 3801 

_) XJO: Thi> f;1cadc IS sin1pk. one' of its most ll<Hicc·ahk ;1dornment' 

!w ing th e Pa ll a ,!i;tn window with sh e ll nHHif .1t the· second s tory. Th e 

.lre h •Jf th e middle openin~ nf the thn•c -p:n·t window is su pported by 
two flt •tcd pil.,stcrs topped by Composite c.1piLds. Thi s Palladia tl 

win d ow is ce nte red over a po lygon :.! •lflc' ·s t c> r y b;,y window ha ving .1 

fixe d pan e• in rhe cente r wind o w opening :md douhfc.-hung windows on 

the two sidc .s. Abnvc th e continuous st<Hle lintel of the bay window is .1 

dlel't-mcul p:trapct. paintc·d dark brown to march rhc e ntrance· d oors. 

with :tn q~g- .• nd -J arr mot if'"' its w h ite unders ide . Th e ,loo rw ay. wit h 

i t,; or ig in :.! double d oor > :1nd scmic ircuhr fanlight. is su rm<lllntcd h y :t 

tlush stcm c :~rc h. The thrcc• -quartc r -lcngrh. clc., r-gL, ss windo w s ot the 

doors :m.~ rc• ctangul.lr .. tnd tlw leadcd -gh .ss pattern o f the f.1nlight 

im itate'S th e ,rune shc·ll motif uf the· P:dLtdia n wind<lW. T he s tone 

doorway :1rc h h .1s th e S:ll11e' st y le o f ke· ystonc as the O II C' ove r t he· 

P.dl.,diall wi11 d o w a nd s prin~s fro m im posts th:~t match the o pital s o f 

thL' wind o w's pilasters . At t he top of th e (;,cade . th e br ic k par:~pl't lS 

ramped u p at e ither end and ca pped by :1 sim pl e shcct-mct:1l coping. 

3837 : Lik e 3R 10, t his f:t c:t dc retai ns all o f its origi n al fc:ttu rcs. 

i 
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3846 3847 

3844 3845 

3842 3843 

3838 3839 

3836 3837 

38 32 38 33 

3830 38 3 1 

3826 3827 

3824 3825 

3822 382 3 

3820 3821 

3818 3819 

3814 3817 

3810 381 1 

3808 3809 

3806 3807 

3802 3805 

3800 3801 

3812: A po lygona l. two-story bay wi nd ow is capped by a steeply 

sloped, three -sided roof resting o n a sheet -metal corn ice :~nd scrolkd 

brackets and rising to a poin t above the to p of the bri ck P'lrapet. The 

cornice extends to th e fu ll width of the facade, and the parapet is 
ramped up at one end. The doorway has its origi nal double doors with 

full-length, clear-glass windo ws, topped by an in tri cate . rectangular, 

stained-glass fanli ght. This fan light is framed on top and sides by a 

reeded limestone lintel ;~nd pilasters, joined at thei r in tersections by 

square blocks with fl ower motif. Above the reeded lintel is a molded 

cornice . The lower ends of the pilasters arc fini sh.:d by sto ne li on heads. 

This conce ntration of orna ment gives great he ight to the doorway and 

makes it the most prominen t feature of the facade. With the possible 

exception of a half dome and fi nial which may have cro wned the roof 

of the bay window (according to the old drawing of rh e house ), this 

facade appears to retain its original design. 

3835: The original do ub le doo rs have been replaced by a single modern 
wood door with small rectangu lar glass inser ts, a nd th e fan light and 

stone ornamentation th at gave the original doo rway distinction have 
been removed. As in 38 12, the roof o f the bay window has neither half 
dome nor finial. 
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3846 3847 

3844 3845 

3842 3843 

3838 3839 

3836 3837 

3834 3835 

3830 3831 

3826 3827 

3824 3825 

3822 3823 

3820 382 1 

3818 3819 

3812 3813 

3810 3811 

3808 3809 

3806 3807 

3802 3805 

3800 3801 

H\1-f: This is ,Ill l'l.thordtC Ltt.!(le with I stronf. u~d~_i.:'.d i'':·c·~ng 

c~nd no :tppare·nt :dtcr;ltions. A <llls' story p<lh f."ILII hay window is 

tclppct! by .1 shct't rncul cornice· with J b;~JHl of dentil:;, .1nd Doric 

quarter column:; .trc set in the reveals of the rhrcc windnw openin[;S 

!'i,e·d p:~nc' in the cc·ntcr opening and douhk hung windnws on the two 

sides). The twn doubk-hung windows nn rh,, ss·coiHI fl"or lev<:! :1rc each 

fl:.nke·d hy !),nic engaged columns, :.lso sc't within the re·vcals ,f the 

window ops·nings. On rhcst' columns rc·st hroad lin tc·ls on whic-h, in 

t11rn. rnt rill' c·lahor.ltc Classic· fric'/c', cornic,,, .>nd pediment of shn·t 

lllc'tal pl:.cc·d over the parapet. Dentils liJH' the· undnsidc of till' 
c•ncl<lsing fll<lldings nf rhc· pcJinJcnt, :md the· rymp.1num is decorated 

with fnliatc- bJs-rclicf onumcnt. The· doms :tre .d:>o flank,·d bv Doric 

L'ngagcd C<llnmns set within the do,,rwav dpcning :llld supporting a 

sm:.llcr Vl'f<ion <lf the fril';e, cornice, and pl'dimcnt above. The origin:.! 

douhk form of door has been rct.lined, bur the <lrigin:d dark donrs with 

elliptical windows have apparently b,·,·n rephcl'd by well-proportioned 

whitl' doors with thn·c-quartn-kngth. rectangular, clear-ghss windows. 

CLt" blocks haw been inscrtl'd in the side basement openings of the 

bay window. With its buff-colored brick and white trim, this facade is 

the lightest on the west side of the strel't. 

3833: With the exception of the• doorway .111d the second-floor window 

directly .1bovc it, this facade bears little resemblance to its counterpart 

acro,;s the· strc·~t. A second story has been .~deled to the bay window, 

which is tclppcd by a narrow cornice with a b.md of·dcntils, and there 

arc no quarter columns in the· window openings ,1t cithc·r story of the 

hay window. In addition, the Cbssic fric-zc, cornice, .1nd pediment have 

hec·n r,·rnovcd and a brick pediment substituted, g.iving the fae:1de a 

<oomcwh:lt S<jll:tt look. The origin:1l double doors with elliptical windows 

have been rctJin,·d. The orange-colored brick has been p.1intcd grey and 

the wood window frames, black. The original Classic details of the 

doorwJy stand out in sharp contrast to the rest of the facade, as they 

are the only details painted white. 
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3846 3847 

3844 3845 

3842 3843 

13838 3839 

383 3837 

3834 3835 

3832 3833 

3826 3827 

3824 3825 

3822 3823 

3820 3821 

3808 3809 

3806 3807 

3802 3805 

3800 3801 

I 

.)Hl H: Thi s ft <.: adc h:ts an abund a nce o f d e li ca te n rn am c nt. A nne -s to ry 

b ow window is de co rated with :t fes to on moti f alo ng rite co ntinu o us 

lintc' l h and abo ve th e thre e· wind o w ope nings. Thi s lintel band is topped 

by a low shcct-mcral parapet. Bo th the d o orway :11Hl the two : ~<!joining 
windows nf th.: seco nd floor arc tl a nkcd by lirllcsto ne pan e ls with 

ara bc'S tj Ue h:t s-relic f. The pan.:l s arc toppe d by fo li:~t e brac kets t hat 

su pport lintel s dec o rated with fe stoo ns lik e those o n th e linte l band o f 

t he' ba y wind o w. The :trCJS ab ove the seco nd -flo o r wind o ws a nd lwl o w 

rit e linte ls :trc deco rated with a shicld-a nd -lc:t f nw tif. At the to p of t ltc 

facade , th e si mpl e bri ck parape t is c: tppc d with :t met al co pi ng :IIHI 

" "npcd up .tt the e nds, which .m~ finished with piLt -.rcr -likc· torm s of 
' tc ppcd -out, panel ed bric kwo rk e ndin g in sc vc'ral <IVe rsailing course' s. 

The· rc'ctanguhr. thrc<>tj llarter-kngth clc .tr win ,lllws of the origi nal 

do u ble doors have bee n ba c ke d by :t ~o ld -co l ore d grille with an all -o ve r 

p ierced quatrc"foil design . The rectangubr f:mlight above the doors is 

a pp:trentl y the original leade d g:la ss. The three base ment w ind o w 

o penin gs haw been filled in with ~lass blocks, and the dark -red brick nf 
rhc· house loo ks re ce ntly tuc k po inte d . The doo rs a nd so me nf t he trim, 

including the parapet topping the ba y winclow. have been pain te d 

bla c k. 

JH31 : Thi s ye llow-brick facade . with mu c h o f its t rim painte d in crc :om 

color. :tpparc ntly re tains all o f th e original feature s. including the 

d ou hk doors, th e Lnlight , :tnd th e clear-gla ss base ment windows. 
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3846 3847 

3844 3845 

3842 3843 

3838 3839 

3836 3837 

3834 3R35 

3832 3833 

3830 3831 

3818 3819 

3814 3817 

3812 3813 

3810 3811 

3808 3809 

3806 3807 

3802 3805 

3800 3801 

JH20: This straightforw,m1 hcalc is hif(hlightnl hv a tW<Htorv how 

windllw t<lppc<l by .1 semicircubr sldpcd rnnf cnvcn,,l with what .1ppcar 

tn be the nriginal half-round tiles arranged in .1 shc·ll motif. Th<· original 

pointed tip and finial of the bow window r,,of .m: missing. leaving rhc 

top of the roof level with the simple brick parapet. A simple 

sheet-metal coping tops the parapet, which originally rose in a stepped 

Lise gable, reminiscent of Dutch architectttrc. Above the doorway is a 

flat stone arch with a tlmh keystone. Within the doorway opening are 

what must be the original ,!oublc doors with full-length. elliptical 

windows and clear-glass fanlight shaped r>n top to conform to the flush. 

fbt c1rch above it !the old drawing. however, indicated a different kind 

of window in the doors). The bow window is horizonctlly banded by 

three continuous flush lintels c1bovc tl1e three levels of window 

npcnings. The highest lint.:!, above the sccrmd-flonr windows. extends 

c1cross the width of the facade. Above this lintel is a simple sheet-metal 

cornice. The lintel bands and cornice, .dong with the individual stone 

sills of the windows and the arch above the doorway, arc the only 

adornment on the plain brick facade . 

. 1R27: Replacing the original double doors here arc harmonious French 

doors, with clear-glass panes. The roof of the bow window apparently 

has been rctilcd, and the parapet has tile coping. Otherwise, 3820 and 

3827 arc still twins, except in color, the former being buff. the latter 
pinkish-orange. 
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3830 3831 
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3820 3821 
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3814 3817 
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3808 3809 

3806 3807 

3802 ,3805 

3800 3801 

3822: Three stories high, this facade is covered by a limestone veneer 
that is rusticated below the continuous second-t1oor window-sill band 

,wd ashlar above. A two-story polygonal bay window is capped by a 

low sheet-metal parapet decorated with smalL shallow blind arches. At 
the third story, adjacent double-hung windows are set in a full-width 

false gable that projects from a steep slate roof. A stringcourse set 
;tbove the lintel of these windows forms the base of a triangular space at 

the top of the gable that is lavishly decorated with sheet-metal bas-relief 
with center shield. The roof is finished at either end by a long, simple 

pilaster that extends down to the second-floor level, the pilaster at the 

north end being shared with the three-story house next door. The 
doorway, set in the rusticated wall, is topped by a semicircular Hush 

arch of smooth stone with projecting simple imposts and keystone. The 

original double doors have been replaced by a pleasing single door of 
paneled wood and stained-glass sidelights, but the original semicircular, 

leaded-glass fanlight is in place. One of the sidelights, added by a 

previous owner, was put in upside down and backwards, and an attempt 
was made to color the clear-glass sections of the fanlight, which has a 

few sections of genuine stained glass. 

3825: Here, too, the original double doors have been replaced, in this 

case by handsome double doors of paneled wood, with a carved design 
in the panels. The design of the fanlight is the same as in 3822, but it is 

entirely of clear leaded glass. With the exception of the doors, 3822 and 
3825 are practically identical. 
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3806 3807 
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JH2-I: This rhree-story facade is simil:.r in many respects to rhat <\f 

3H22, with which it sharc·s a pilaster at the sonth end uf the roof. 

However. what in 3R22 is a full-width false gable on the third story is 

here narrowed to form a false dormer window in the identical steep 

slate ronf. On c·ither side of this v.indow, the bottom <lf the roof meets 

.r simple•, sheet-metal cornice. The single •\fWning of the "dormer" is 

.nclwd .rnd set into the wall without contrasting fr.rming: the trianguhr 

tnp section is decorated with bas-relief similar to rlr.rt nf 3R22 and 

:rpparently was once topped with a fini.d. In :Hldition ro the third-story 

trc.rtmcnt. the other major difference between the two facades is the 

usc hnc of a one-story bow window rather th.m a two-story bay 

window. This bow window is topped bv .r sheet-metal cornice and low, 

smooth parapet. Like the top window. rhc two second-floor windows 

,trc set into the wall without contrasting framing. Over the doorway is a 

semicircular stone arch with molded outside edge :u1d a t;J!l keystone 

similar to that of 3822. However, this arch rests on richly foliated 

imposts. The original double doors with full-length, arched windows, 

which were shown in place in a I 9 5<J photngraph, have been replaced 

by a harmonious paneled wood door with clear-glass sidelights. The 

origin:1l clear-glass fanlight is in place. 

3H23: Sharing the pilaster at the north end of its steep slate roof with 

3R25, this house is :1n :tlmost identical twin to 3824. The only 

important difft'rcnccs arc the glass blocks and louvered ventilator which 

have been substituted for the third-floor window and the entrance-door 

treatment. In this instance, the original double doors have been 

replaced by an agreeable multi-paned door and clear-glass sidelights. All 
trim within the doorway is painted black. 
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JB26: This facade WJS extensively altered. probably in the 1930s. 
Although irs luwcr story is much the same as in the original design. the 
upper story has been entirely chan ge d with stucco and false half­
timbering. the addition o f a gabled seco nd story to the re ctangular bay 
window, .tnd the su bstitution nf a steeply sloping shingled roof for the 
original brick parapet. The changes are compatible with the fe eli ng o f 
the Terrace, however, an d the facade is eq ually as attractive as its 
former twin on the opposite side o f the street. On the first floor of the 
bay window. three casement windows, h:~ving ten panes below the 
transom Jnd two above , have bee n su bstituted for the o riginal front 
window. and there are similarly treated single side windows. The triple 
casement window on the second flo or of the bay window and t he 
double casement window over th e doorway are of th e same style, but 
without a transom section. The doorway is topped by the original 
simple pediment, and the original double doors with thre e­
qu ar ter-l ength, leaded-glass windows arc in place. Were it not for its 
former counterpart at .3821, it would be difficult to disce rn that rhis 
fa cade was not the o riginal. 

3821: With the exce ption of the missing false gable and finial that once 
rose from the center of the parape t to the hei ght of the thre e-story 
house next door an d the missing finial that once crowned the roof of 
the secon d-story polygonal bay window, this fac ade looks ve ry much as 
it did originally. The rectangular bay window of the first floor has a 
fix ed- pane opening in front an d narrow, double -hun g wind ows o n the 
sides. Above these windows is a sheet-metal cornice and a sheet-metal 
para pet , dec orated with a blind balustrade and. a t the· two front 
comas, quatrefoil designs se t in square blocks. The se cond-sto ry bay 
window, centered on the facade and containing three double -hung 
windows, is flanhd by two narrow double-hung windows, each of 
whi ch is crowned by a s tone pediment si milar to that over the doo rway. 
The original double doors have been replaced by co mpatible double 
doors, each having a vertical panel of five rectangular glass panes. With 
the e xception of the black-painted doors, all trim is white, including the 
molded sheet-metal coping of the parapet, the sheet-metal cornice 
stepped out around the second-story bay window, and the pilasters a t 
the side s o f the parapet, over which the bands of coping and cornice are 
carried. 

14 

HALF-- TIM HER 

THREE- QUAR1 



38 6 3847 

3844 3845 

3842 384 3 

3838 3839 

3836 3837 I 

3834 3835 

3826 3827 

3824 3825 

3822 3823 

3820 3821 

3814 3817 

3812 381 3 

3810 3811 

3808 3809 

3806 3807 

3802 3805 

3800 3801 

:)?(}0: The '"'-' ot . CL!S,ic· rc·vival ,kr:~ils hnc' ,·n.·. ot L' S .1 fac.odc of )Cf<' :lt 

di~nir y . i h ll l<l 'it prmninL·Ilt fc.JtllrL' S arc· r h,· lll :ISsivc· d ,H>rway :~lld tlw 

l':~ll:odi:lfl wi ndow uf the· sec o nd stnrv. Th e cJ,·,,rw:oy i,; framed by !ollie 

pib s tcrs supp<lrting .1 scJnicircul:or arch with prominc•nt L? ysto nc. 

Within tla· d norwa y open in g. the < > r i ~in :~l do u ble door s with ftdl -kn).(th. 

clear-glass windows .!lld sraincd-1-(l.l ss Lnlight arc in pl.tce. The Palla,! ian 

wind o w ext e nds to t he· filii wi dth <lf the pnly)!on:~l bay window o f the 

fi rs t floor. Four .:nga;c;cd Io nic h.ol f cnlumns tl:~nk i ts three will d ow 

open inf(S and .'llpport a ,h eet· m ct a l comin· . trimmed with .1 band nf 

denrik th:lt runs rhc full wit lth <l f t he iac:o d e. Above the cnrn ice . 

ccntne d uvn the tnidc!lc win,!ow . a .scmi c irc:uLn blind ;1rc h frames a 

shell motif. Abow rhe Stolle lintd band o ve r the t hre.: double -hung 

wi nd ows elf t he fir s r-tl oor b.1y window is a , hcc't·rn e ta l cor nice· w ith 

den ti l band :1nd :1bovc this, a pbin . low. shect .. m.:ol pa rapet w ith 

molde d C<>ping. Centered o ver the doorwa y . .1t the se cond-tlo,>r kve l. is 

:t sirnple d o uhk-lt ung windnw. Th e rnof p:1rapct is rampe d up at the 

ends ;on d t o pped wit h sh ee t- metal co ping. Most o f the trim on this 

d :n·k .. [nown brick facade is white. In s harp co ntr as t, the doors. window 

sash , an d cornice bands have bee n pai nted dcc·p bro wn. 

3819: T his fa cade is a lmost identical to that of JflJO. bur the bri c k is 

buff-colored and all t rim is white. The original double doors arc here 

p<~i ll t c·d dark re el. 

B 
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ji\32: Ver y mu ch in it s cll igin al co ndition. this Lode is di stingu ished 

b y the· unusu:d h.d f-mu shr<hlrn -s hapccl ronf dur wps the full -hc· ight 

bow window. The shape of thi s rouf and rhc , hdl mo ti f of its ri lin g give 

it a Turki sh fee ling. Part of its original fini :d is >till in place . 1\e twccn 

t he first- :tnd seco nd-fl oor windows o f t he how wind ow, and .tho vc th e 

plain stone lintel bJnd. is a simp le cornice of sheet rncu l to pped by a 

wide sht•et-mctal hand with fe stoon derail. Above th is is the c<lnti nunus 

>ton e hand uf th.:- sccond-tloor window sills. Simibr bands o f sheet 

m -e t al :trc use d Above the seco nd-floor linte l band. hut withnut rh .c 

fes toon dccoratinn. On the se rest t he lul f-mushroon roo f. A pl ai n brick 

pJr:.~pc t, rai se d :.~ teach end, is tuppcd wi th shee t-m etal co pin g. The high 

d.)orwa y is framed by a simp!.: cornice sup po rted h y s.: ro lled hr :H:kL'ts 

"t c.tch si de . The original doubl..: doors with h.df-kngth , ck:. r-gla,;s 

windows and the re ctangular. leaded-glass L. nlight a rc in pL.1cc within 

the doorway. 

3817: The brickwork. door. and all windo w frame s o f t his fa c1dc have 

been painted blac k. giving great pro min cnct: to the bala nce of the trim. 

painted white. No n<' of th e finial of rhc half-mushr oo m r ~>of rc m:.in s 

here, :md the o rigin:~! do uble doors have been repl ace d wi th t :1ste ful 

d oo rs of p;~ncled wood. The origin al leaded -glass f.,nlight is in place. 

With the exception of the bbck paint, this L1cadc is prac ti cal ly id ..: n t ical 

to its counterpa rt on the other si d e o f the street. 
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3i"l3~: Hert' is :~ notlwr fac.t d c given a stro ng CL!ssic r .. :vi va l feeling hy .1 

full-width shcd- mcul pc dimc·nt, with ,fc. nril trim , pb ..:c d ovn th e 

par.qwt . Fnur st il,·s ,! iviJ e t he ty mpan u 111 into p:wck Be h ind t he .. ·nds 

of t he· pc .. lim .:n t the b ric k p:lr:tp<' t is vi,; ih k . r:tmped up a t rh,· ,·nd s .tnd 

rn pp,·d wit h ,, mold.:d ; lwn-m ,· t:d cnp ing. ,\li " ing ,, r,· r h.: fin ia ls th at 

one,· ckcor:Jtc d the top of t he pedimen t and the ends of t he parapet. A 

r,·,tan gu l. tr o nc-storv h ay window has w hat seems t o be the tlrigin :d 

wick. ti"·d -- pa nc win do w in fro nt. w it h n:t rr •lW doub le -h u n )!: wind ows 

o n t he sid c·s . Ahov.: th ,· lin tl' l b ;~ n,l ot t h.:s,· w ind o ws a rc a<o rnicc w ith 

,k nri l rri m .1nd :l l<lW para p,·t. h o rh o f shce·t mer.d. At t he secon d tl oor . 

rhr,·c d ou h k -hung windt lw.o; arc cqu:dl y ,; pa ce d .tcross t h,· f:1ca dc and set 

into the w:ll l with very little trim. A d o uble lintel b a nd over th ese 

wind nwo; en d s t1u sh wit h t he edge's o f rite ou te r wind o ws rat her du n 

cx t c ndin ~ t it ,· full w id t h o f the f.tc.:: tdc. A si mple. tl ns h s tone :.~ r c h 

fr: tl llcs t he top of the d oorway. The :m : hcd doubl e d oors w it hin the 

" lwnin g arc n o t the orih>i tLil o nes. but J rc graceful. ul l Fre nch d o ors. 

I d:ing rite· e ntire' opening. including th ee space where :1 s tained~gla ss 

hnli ght origi n:dl y was pl ace d. The fa c :.~ de is o f yell o w b ric k, :tnd m os t 

o f th e t rim is pa inted crea m . 

3R13: Nearl y :d l Jcuil s o f t his facad e ma tc h th ose of 38 34. He re , 

however. the o riginal d o ubl e doors with e lliptical glass windows and 

,uined -gl:t ss L. nlight are in pl:tcc: 

17 



3846 384 7 

3844 3845 

3842 384 3 · 

:3838 3839 

3834 3835 

3832 3833 

3830 3831 

3826 3827 

3824 3825 

3822 3823 

3820 3821 

3818 3819 

3814 3817 

3812 38 13 

3808 3809 

3806 3807 

3802 3805 

3800 3801 

.hl36: A~ainst thi s simple. n'stra iiH' d t':t..: .Hle o f r..:d brick w it h whit.: 

trim . 1n~ set t hree b ri ck pilas ters, with fluted sto ne cap itods. Th<'sc 

pilastns rise from th e ground to t he cornice above t he se co nd-fl oor 

wind mvs, ,\ividin g th e fac:tdc into two unequal sections. Fr :tmcd in th e 

wider sectio n is a o ne -s to ry bow w indo w with th ree Lloubk-hung 

wind ows. Above the continuo us lintel band n f these windL)WS is a brick 

par:~pe t which tastefully replaces th e origin c~ l sheet-metal on e, a per fe ct 

matching job having bee n d o ne o n the bri ckwork. An un us ual feature 

of thi s bow wi ndow is the cu rve d p:1nes o f the side windows. Cen tered 

a bovc the bow window. o n the second tl oo r. :1re tw o adjace nt 

d ouble-hung windows, with ;1 f1u sh stone lintl·l. Fra med in the r~;1rrnw 

sec ti on of th e facade is the simple doorway . to pped b y a flu sh stone 

lintel. and, on the secon d tl oor . one clouble-hung wind ow, :d so with 

tl us h lintel. The sheet-metal cornice ove r the seco nd-fl oor windo ws is 

J ee p and extends the width of the faca de. Above it is a simple bri c k 

parape t, stepped up a t the ends and cappe d with molded sheet-metal 

coping. The o riginal dou blc doors wit h arched, full-length wind ows and 

the original, rectangular, leaded-glass fanl ight arc still in place . 

3R11: The b ow window here is topped with the o riginal sheet-metal 

cornic e with den til band and low shee t-metal par:tpc t. In other respects . 

this facade is like its counterpar t. including the original dnubk doors 

;tnd fanli ght. 
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Jlr\X : Thi , f: 1c.Hk is sc·vne·lv pl.1in he·c .Ill S<' t he de·,·nrativc C.d se· ~:~ hie 

th :1 1 ,,.,,., th e· lli Os t pro lllin <' llt fe',llt :r .· oi' the· n rigin :.l des ign ILlS lwe·n 

rt 'l li<J W< I. The <Jll C·s tor y p•l ly)!,<lll.l l h.1v wi nd nw is toppe d, :~ h<J VC d"· 

c<>n tin umiS lintel hand of its wind<>ws. hy " st< Jlle' par:qw t with all i11se·t 

p:1ncl ,,f shc·et ·nll't :d ba s .. n · li d . <Hl c' .lc·h <>f it s thre'e' si des . The 

<Hil:lrJ le:nt:otio n o f t hese p:II ic:ls w :1s !llC. IIH ttl correspond to till' 

vl:.hnr.1te' <lrtLllllCtHa rinn ,,f th e mi ssing fal se g11blc t h.1t o rigin :dly 

e·ste' IH kd rhe· full width qf t he· rtJ<lf p.tr.o pd. At rh e· sc·con d tl• H> r ln •e• l. 

fnur d <> uhk -hun g winelows arc pl:kcd in a I 2 I ,JrT ,lll)!,elllCilt hc·ne·ar h :1 

e·onrin llOtls linte l ba nd rh:1t t'.i,·e·s ,-,·idcne·e ,,f something ha ving bee n 

l<' lll<lVCd fnHll irs snrhce. f" uur !nick pil.,.qns rise' f<l t hi s li nte l fr<llll rhc 

co ntinut~Us sill hand beneath the sc' l'<liHI fl, ,o r windows. but the· ir 

de·c• •r.o ri ve· C: l pi t:ds. whi c h o rigin .d l v wnc Sl l pni tllf'•hed <>II the lin tel. 

.on· gon,· . Two of~ the pilaste rs fr:t me rhc c<'IHl'r windo ws: the o ther two 

:o n· e:lt>sC to th e , id c·s of the f:t catl e. Th c·y were meant to ).\ivc vis1 1:.1 

'" PP"r t to t he co rnice :1nd fal se gah lc-. Th e top of the· f:J o .ic is now an 

<llLtdorn e·d bri ck para pn with plain co ping. The simpl y framed 
doorwa y encloses th e o ri ~;1 nal do uble duors wi t h full -length, c lear-glass 

windows :tnd rc c t:ongular, s t:~incd - gla ss f:111light. 

_)l-{ 09: He•n: we sec wha t th e ori ginal t':lC:I<1e loo ked like, with a 

full width bri ck fal se gable risin g ahnw rhe seco nd-fl oor lintel band :1nd 

c<J rni ce and lavishly decorated with shcc't· rn<:tal sc rollwork. Th e eJriginal 
fini :d is in pb c,· . ,·.xrending down in to tir e cc·ntn shield of the· 

de·cor:ttion. In thi s fac:Jelc. th e bri c k pii:J , ters h ,lvc th t•ir dcco r:1tivc 

shcct-mctal co piuls. The brick r<Jtlf par;~pet. o rigin :dly stepped up at 

ho th ,· nd s. is step ped up at the no rth <' tHl <) nl y , and an att ic wit h 

winduws, ad ded to rhe sou th side ,,f th e house. is vis ibk above the 

p:1rapc t. The ur igin al d Ot :hlc doms :liT in place . with th eir fu ll -length, 

e lc-:or-gh ss windows, :IS is t h(' origin :.! n ·ctangu lar. sta ined-glass fanli ght. 

l.ikc irs countcrp:l rt. t his f:tc:J lk is ur buff.,·o lorcd brick. 
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3842: Dect>r~tivc impact here is lin1ited to the ornate ~!wet- metal 
pediment <lt the tnp of the facade ;tnd .t correspon din g pc·diment ove r 

the doorway. The top pediment begins immediately above the three 

separate lintels o f the second-floor d ou ble -hung windows and extends 

the full width of t he facade. It is set against a si mple brick puapct. 

ramped u p at either en d an d opped by a sheet-meta l co ping. The 

pediment. Ltvishly decorated with hs-rclicf foli a tc sc rolls an d festoons, 

is crowned with a shc·ll motif at the ape x. The pediment over the 

doorway ec hoes this design and is sup por ted by decorative scrolled 

hr:tcket s o f wood. Within the doorway, th e origin:1 l d ouble doors with 

thrc c-quartcr -lc•n gth windows arc in pi:lcc. The ftont an d si de openings 

of the one-story rectangubr ba y windo w have bee n filled in with gbss 

bl ocks rh .. t sund out in sharp conrr.tst to t he Classic revival details of 

the facade. A linte l hand. sheet-metal co rni ce. an d low roof top thi s hay 

window. Thc•d o ors and much o f t he trim of this brownish -reel brick 

f:lc&dc luve been pain ted dar k brown. 

3807: With its top pediment mi ssing, this facade looks unfinished. 

Indeed. the appea rance of the bri ck parapet indicates that so rnethin )!; 

more th:1n the ra m ped-u p ends has been removed fr om its face. The 

original double doors arc also f!;OIW, and in their place is a sin gle 

con te mpo rary wood door, go lden-oak in color, with three ' small 

rectangular glass inse rts. Next to the doo r is a side light of transluct.:nt 

glass. Because th e standard doors uf tnday arc sho rte r than the· doors o f 

70 years ago, the extra space ab ove the repl acement door has been 

fil led with a shallow. cleu -glass panel. The original d oorway pediment 
is in place :tnd is painted white . T he white mortar used in a recent 

tuck pointing job stands nut pro min entl y against the red bricks. 
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.lX - ~ -k :; illlil.tr 'i~ llli ci r c ul:~r ,tr c hc·s d c· c <~r:~tc rh c doorw.ty .1111l r he Ce' lltn 

window ,lf rhc• scc't)l]d stor y :~nd :~rc two <lf rhi s ,·l cg.tn r and c lahn r:~ tc 

fa c.1ck' s lll<lSt pnllllilll'llt fea tures. Tall kq st <l lll' S .ll.c"t'llf r lw tops, , ( t he· 

arches. whil e· the e• nds rt'st on or nate· br:tckc·t.s. Fi lling th e " ' Jnicirctt L.r 

s pace bc twe ,·n t h e· St'C<lll d -floor arch .1nd the• window be·l<lw it is, , she ll 

tll<Hif workc·d in sheet-metal bas-relief. The c ffc·ct is th a t of ,, P;dladian 

wi 11d ow . . dt h <llll',h rhc t hree winclow s ;It t' 11ll ( WO IIfl t't l .IS :1 rhrcc·- pa rt 

'"l it. Th is .Jr t h is e·c hocd by th ,· fl.itt cn cd hli11d .1r c h in the roof parape t 

.d><l VC, f,Hmed by nvcrs:~ iling co urse s u f br i,:kwork. Th e par;,pn ir sc· lf is 

src ppc· cl up nut only at rh,· c'tl<l s but :ds<J on each ,i de ,,t' the blind ar c h . 

. 111d i t is c•ppc·cl with tik cn ping. Al s<' prnminc ut is the on c-s rorv bow 

win d nw whi c h .. 1bo vc its s tlln c' lintel b:md .1nd shc·ct-mct:d cn rnic·e . is 

tnppcd b v :t cro wn -li ke shcct-rnet:d parapn d ecorate d w ith sm .dl. 

sha lluw. bl ind .m.: hcs. The origirul doubk doors with fu ll -len gt h, 

rect.lllgu hr. cle:~r - glass windows and stained -gla ss fanli ght arc in pla ce 

within t he .trc hcd doorwa y. All window s. except th e bsc~rnc nt. arc 

d ou bl e-h u n)!: . Th e doors :~ nd window sas h arc' p;~intc d black. bu t all 

nrhcr trim on this li!;!:ht-brown brick f:tca de is white . 

.3805: Much o f th e trim ol this f:.cade has been paint ed bro wn, ;tnd 

modem meta l awnings in brown and white have- been placed over all 

first- :~nd seconcl-fl <)(lr windows. Th e interesting brickwork has be e n 

remove d fr u rn the roof p:trapct. which now has on ly a slightly 

s t c· pp.:d -•tp sec tion in th e cc ntn . Thi s para pet. too. is fini shed with ti le 

co ping. Like its counterpart, this facade retains its tHiginal double d oors 

and stainc·d -glJ ss f:1nlight . 
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3H46: As a visual end point to the row nt houses, this massivclv sc.dcd 

f.1cddc's full height, polygonal bay window is t<)ppc·cl bv a higlHising 

hexahedron roof which origin.llly w.1s cappecl by a t:tll finial. This 

shinf!_kd roof. which bq;ins at the top line nf the· roof par;1pct .md rise·s 

well above it. is considerably taller than the roof tlf the bow window <)f 
the house :tt the other end of the row, which hegins at the cornice line 

of its Lll'adc. Supporting this rnof arc decorative shL'ct metal hracke·ts, 

bcl<>w which runs a band of sheet-metal has-relief ornament. The· front 

of the roof parapet is decorated with paneled brickwork and is umped 

up :It nne end and capped with sheet-meLd coping. Continuous stone 

sills, stone lintels, and a dark-painted sheet-metal cornice over the 

first-floor windows all aid in giving the bay an extremely solid look. A 

stone CJrch set on pilasters topped by fuli,lte capitals provides a solid 

fr.Hne for the doorway. Within this doorw.1y. the original fanlight of 

leaded ghss is in pbce, but the origin:~! double doors, which apparently 

had rectangular windows, have been rcpbccd by agreeable double doors 

with four square ghss panes each. Above the doorway, at the 

second-floor leveL is a window, double-hung like all the others of the 

facade. The side wall is similar in treatment to rlLtt already described at 

3800. The brick of this facade is light brown, and the doors <~nd all 

non-stone trim arc painted dark green. 

3801: Here the high roof of the bay window culrnin;ltes in a tall fini:!l 

tlut is probably the original. The original double doors have been 

replaced with a pleasant single door of paneled wood, p;~inted white, 

with narrow leaded-glass sidelights. The original !t·CJded-glass fanlight is 

in place. Trim above the level of the second-floor lintel band is painted 

brown; all other trim is white. 

·-a~ .. ,-· 
i ' 

·o-+o ... . , ! I , 
i ' 
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CLOSSARY OF ARCHITECTURAL TERMS USED 

ASHLAR VENEER. Stone facing in which the individual blo..:ks ,Jrc t!ni,hcd to :111 even ,urL.cc .1nd l.1id in regular 

courses with tine joints. 

gAS-RELIEF. A form l)f i<lw-relicf sculptural decoration in which the design pr"j,·cts slightly from the 

BAY WINDOW. ;\n anf!,ular projectinn of .1 house front or fac.1dc, bcginninf!, on the ground fl,H,r ,nlll s<HlWtimcs 

risirw several ,torics, tilled hv one or more windows at each story. On Alta VisLl Terrace, three window'> .1rc 
~ ' . 

l'cner.dlv used .1t e.1ch story of .1 b.tv window !the rare exception being the basement lc·vcl. when sr)tnl'timn 

fuur .JrC usvd;. These b.ty windows .nc described as follows: 

POLYGONAL BAY WINDOW. Frutlt wall is parallel tn the faudc, while rhc two silk w.Jlls ,trL' 

c.mtcd. or angle,! outw.tnl. to meet the facade. 

RECTANGULAR BAY WINDOW. Front wall is parallel to the facade. while side walls arc sl't ,tt right 

.Jnglc-, to both the front w.tll and the facade. 

BLIND ARCH. A tlat arch shape with a wall directly behind and attached to it; totally decorative in purpose. 

BLIND BALUSTRADE. A series of short posts or pillars, supporting a rctil or coping, with a wall directly behind 

:111d atuched to it; tot.dly dccor.1tivc in purpose. 

BOW WINDOW. A r"undcd projection of a house or Lcade, beginning on the ground floor and >.nmctimcs rising 

sc·vcral stories, filled by one or more windows at each story. On Alt.! Vista Tnr.tcc, three windows arc used at 

each story of .1 bow window, including the basement leveL 

BRACKET. A supporting projection, usually triangular in shape and decor.ltc-d with scrolls or foliate orn.1mcnt, 

used to c.trry a projecting weight. 

CAPITAL. The uppermmt part, or head or crowning feature, of a column. In cbssic Greek and Roman 

,lrchirecture, styles of columns ,;nd capitals arc divided into five orders, which differentiate their dccor:ttive 

details. Capitals of three Classic orders are used on Alta Vista Terrace: 

DORIC. A built-up series of doughnut-shape rings and simple moldings. 

IONIC. Decorated by volutes, or spiral, scroll-shaped ornaments. 

COMPOSITE. An elaborate combination of the volutes of the Ionic (on a smaller· scale) with the 

foliate details of the Corinthian order. 

CASEME:-.IT. A window hinged on one of its vertical edges so as to open inward or outward, like .1 door. 

CLASSIC REVIVAL. An architcctur:d style inspired by and imit.lting those of ancient Greece :llld Rome .1nd using 

duplicates or ,ldaptations of architcctur.d dements employed .It that time. 

COPING. A protc·ctivc capping nn a wall. either flat or sloping to throw off water. 

COLU\1N. An upright member. usually slightly tapering; in classical architecture it consists of base, dL,fr. ,!fld 

upital. ,Jnd ordinarily carrie:. a horizontal member called :1n entablature, or other load. Columns uc,cd <>n the 

facacks of AIL1 Vista T,·rr.Ju· in mo,t cases are not full columns, but .1re one of the foltowing: 

QUARTER COLU\1N. A full-height segment of a column eclu,d tn one qu.trtcr of .l fuJI column. 

Where they c<re u,cd on Alra Vista Terrace, they .1re set within the right .1ngle of .1 window rcvc.d. 

ENGAGED COLU\tN. A udumn c~rtached to. ur partly sunk into,, •_v.dl. 

23 



COMPOSITE. Sec CAP IT A 1.. 

CORNICE. A horitont:ll, molded projection that visually finishes the top nf rhc area to which it is .tpplic·cl. 

DENTI L. One of .1 "·rics of "nail rectangular or square blocks arranged in " b,tncL like .1 row <lf teeth. projecting 

from the lower part of,, cornice· or molding. 

DORIC. Sec· CAPITAL. 

DORMER WINDOW. A window pL•ccd vcrtic.dly in a sloping roof .Jnd with .1 roof of irs nwn. 

DOliBLE-HUNG WINDOW. A window formed with two sashes, made so as to slide 11p .tnd down. (A s,tsh is the 
fr:lllll' in which the window pane is '>l't.) 

EGG·AND-DART. Alternatinf!,egg Jnd triangle shapes, used in .1 band of architectural decoration. 

FACADE. The front or any face nf a building upon a street or court. 

FANLIGHT. A window, sometimes semicircular or fan-shaped, over a door. On Alta Vista Terrace. the fanlights 

used ,He of various shapes, and m:ty be of clear glass or small pieces of clear or stained glass set in lead 

moldings. 

FESTOON. A carved ornament 1n the form of a garland of fruit, flowers, or leaves, suspended in a curve between 

two points. 

FINIAL. An ornament crowning the top of <t gable, pediment, roof, or other object. On Alta VisLt Terrace, more 

than h<df of the facades had at kast one dccor:~tivc finial; many of these arc now missing. 

FLAMBOYANT GOTHIC. A Lttc French Gothic architectural style. When used in surface decoration, its p.tttcrn is 

flowing and has an upward tendency, giving a flame-like form. 

FLUTING. Sh.Jllow, concave grooves running vertically on the shaft of a column. pilaster, or other surface. !The 

opposite of REEDING.) 

FOLIATE. Covered or carved with leaf ornament. 

FRIEZE. A ::.ctdpturcd or richly ornamented band on or in a building. 

GABLE. The triangular upper portion of a wall, at the end of a pitched roof. bounded by the two roof slopes. On 
Alt<l Vbta Terrace, false gables dfe sometimes used. That is, triangular sections of wall, rising from the Ltcadc, 

that arc purely ornamental and not connected in any way to a pitched roof. See PEDIMENT. 

HALF-TIMBERING. A method of construction in which walls are built of ,1 timber framework and filled in with 

plaster, stucco, or other material. leaving one surface of the timber exposed. F,dsc half-timbering is used to 
decorate the facade of 3826 Alta Vista Terrace. 

HEXAHEDRON ROOF . A pointed roof formed by s1x triangular surfaces whose top points meet to form the 
. tpcx. 

IMPOST. The member, usually molded, sometimes projecting, on which the ends of an arch rest. 

IONIC. Sec C/\PIT AL. 

KEYSTONE. The central wedge-shap{'d stone or block of an arch. Key,tones sometimes drc larger than the othn 

stones, projc:ct beyond them, or ,nc c.uvcd. 
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I FADED (;LASS. FL,r pic•ccs <Jf )',L"'· scp;,r.<tcd by .1nd set within n.lrrtlW .'trips ,,f f!:'""vcd lc.1cL c.dkd c.lllll'\. t" 

fnrrn ,, win.I<>W p.11h·l. { :\l1.dlv. the pic:cc' drc d1,~pcd to form .1 p.1ttcrn. ( )n l'llt:1 Vist:1 Tc·rr.lc·c. ic.~<kd gl.1'' j, 

fr,.'cjll<'llriy f\ltJJJ<! in rite· l,lllii)',hh tl\l'r the entr.Jllc'C dnnrs .1nd. in twcl inoLI!lCcs. wei\ used il> •>thcr windnws. 

11!\/TFL. A lwri~<>llt.d JllcJnhn th.1t sp.1n, .111 opening. On l'llt.l VisLI Tcrr.1cc. lintels .Jr•· mcd over·' sini!k windmv. 

,, ,<.;r<HIP 11! wincl"w'. "r .1 d'""·w.1v. When used uvcr a group ,,f window,, the· lintel is \Otnctimc·s c.11ricd .1\ .1 

h<)ri;onrc.J dccnro~tivc h.1nd .It rn" .1 Lngc section of the facade ;ltld is ollc,J .1 lintel h.1nd. 

PALL\DL\N WINDOW. A w1nd<>w with three· .l<lj.lccnt openings. the n·r>tr . .l nne ;1rclwd. wider .. Inc! h1)',hcr rh.1n 

the· <lthcrs. 

PARAPET. A lmv w.dl <lt r.1iling . .Jnr1g the edge· uf :r roof. porch, railing pL1ti'<lrlll. nr the like. ( )n the· f.IC,Idl', of 
Alt.l Vist.l Tnr.>cc. p.lr;qwts .Ire• frc,luently !1\cd ;It the tops of bay or buw windows. E.tch L1C.1tk h,,, .1 p:ll··•fWt 

.>t the top .. dthnugh it is sometimes partially or fully covered by ckcorarivc pediments. 

PEDIMENT. Dc·riwd frum classical architecture; a low-pitched triangular gable finishing the end or ends of .1 

,J,,pinf; rllo( or .1 similar form >t.scd .1s an ornamental feature above :1 door or window. Pediments u,cd <ln Alta 

Vist.J Tnracc ,m: pun·lv decorative, ;~s they have nothing to do with the roof '.tructurc but :1rc superimp""'d 

'"' the f,,cadc. When the two top tllL'tnbcrs do not meet in a point. but leave c~n <Jpcn sp.1ce lwtwccn, the 

pc'dirncnt is c.dlcd ,Ill upcn pediment. Sec GABLE. 

QUATREFOIL. An or>LIIIlCllt in tracny ur b.1s-relicf. having four foils or arcs. 

Rc\~vll'. A curving sL>pc j<Jininf; two different levels. On Alta Vista Terrace·, nuny of the ronf p.1r.1pcts ar, Lttnpnl 

up at the c·nds. 

REEDING. Sh:dlow, convex moldings. running vertically on the shaft of ,1 column, pibstcr, or other surface. !The 

opposite of FLUTING.) 

REVEAL. The inside surface of a door or window opening, at right angles to the face of the w.~ll. 

RCSTICATED VENEER. Stone facing in which the individual blocks are c:mphasized by deeply recessed joints 

and the surfaces of the bloch are rough and irregular, to appear rough-hewn or wc.tthcrccl. 

SASH WINDOW. Sec DOUBLE-HUNG WINDOW. 

SIDELIGHT. A lnng. vcrtiul. glass panel used on one or both sides of a door. 

SILL. The hori;onLd b;tsc of .1 window frame. On Alu Vista Terrace. when windows occur in groups their sills .Jre 

'OOrnctirncs join<ed to furm .t continuous horizontal band. 

STAINED (;LASS. Fl.,r pic•cc' uf colored glas>. scp;tr,ttcd by and set within rurrow strips of grooved kacL c.dlcd 

c.1mcs. Suinl'd glass ic; found in a number of the fanlights over the entr;tncc doors of Alt.! Vist.t Terrace. 

STILE. The wrtic.d mcrnbc·r rtl.lt "cpar,1tes ,t surface into panels. 

STRINGCOURSE. A continuous projecting hori?ontal band set in the surface of .1 wc~ll and usu,dlv molckd. 

TREFOIL. An orn.1mcnr in rt.I(Cry or h,ts-relief, having thr,ce foil<> or arcs. 

TYMPANUM. The tl.,t tri.•nguLtr sp.;cc between the enclosing moldings of a pediment: 11frcn <lrfLltl1CtHed. 
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