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The Commission on Chicago Landmarks, whose nine members are appointed by the 

Mayor and City Council, was established in 1968 by city ordinance. The Commission is respon-

sible for recommending to the City Council which individual buildings, sites, objects, or dis-

tricts should be designated as Chicago Landmarks, which protects them by law. 

The landmark designation process begins with a staff study and a preliminary summary 

of information related to the potential designation criteria. The next step is a preliminary vote 

by the landmarks commission as to whether the proposed landmark is worthy of consideration. 

This vote not only initiates the formal designation process, but it places the review of city per-

mits for the property under the jurisdiction of the Commission until a final landmark recom-

mendation is acted on by the City Council. 

This Landmark Designation Report is subject to possible revision and amendment dur-

ing the designation process. Only language contained within a designation ordinance adopted 

by the City Council should be regarded as final. 
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Layers of Chicago history converge at the monumental brick and limestone house of worship at 3620 W. 

Douglas Boulevard in North Lawndale. The structure was built in 1925-1926 as a synagogue for a community 

of Jewish immigrants who had come to Chicago to escape anti-Semitism and pogroms in their native Romania. 

They named their synagogue the First Roumanian1 Congregation. From 1926 to 1954 the building served as a 

house of worship and an anchor for Chicagoôs Romanian Jewish community, a community that provided aid to 

and demanded justice for the Jews of Romania and Europe from the 1920s through the 1940s. In addition to its 

history, the building is one of several religious and institutional buildings that tell the story of Jewish settle-

ment in North Lawndale, once known as ñChicagoôs Jerusalem.ò 

 

After World War II, Lawndale transitioned from a Jewish to an African American neighborhood. In 1954 the 

First Romanian Congregation sold their synagogue to a Baptist congregation led by Rev. James Marcellus 

Stone. Rededicated as the Stone Temple Baptist Church, Rev. Stone led his congregation to support the civil 

rights movement. When Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. brought his crusade for civil rights from the South to 

Chicago, Stone Temple was one of a small number of African American churches that hosted him. Rev. Stone, 

who knew Kingôs father, welcomed King and Stone Temple Baptist Church became a forum for programs and 

preaching during Kingôs Chicago Freedom Movement, the most far-reaching civil rights campaign in the 

North. The Stone Temple Baptist Church Building opens a window onto this important chapter in the civil 

rights movement. 
 

1. 
When it was founded the congregation used the archaic spelling of ñRoumaniaò for their name. In later years the mod-
ern spelling was adopted and that spelling is used in this report.  
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The Stone Temple Baptist Church Building, formerly the First Romanian Congregation, is a brick-and-
limestone building built from 1925 to 1926. It is located on the northwest corner of W. Douglas Blvd. and S. 
Millard Ave. in the North Lawndale community area on Chicagoôs far West Side. From 1926 to 1954 the build-
ing served as a house of worship and an anchor for Chicagoôs Romanian Jewish community. In 1954 the 
building was bought by an African American congregation and rededicated as the Stone Temple Baptist 
Church. 

Stone Temple Baptist 
Church Building 


