












































North Avenue itself became an important commercial street

for this German-American community. It developed especially
after 1887, the year of the Yondorf Block and Hall’s construction,
when newly established streetcar service along North made the
area readily accessible. A tour brochure of 1938 called the street
“the Unter den Linden of Chicago,” referring to Berlin’s famous
boulevard of fashion and culture.

A former president of the North Avenue Business and Improve-
ment Association (William Rauen in a 1930 interview) recalled
it as a bustling street by 1890, built up with dozens of stores,
including clothiers, shoemakers, confectioners, tobacco shops,
druggists, bakers, and grocers. Rauen remembered: “The language
spoken along the street was nine-tenths German and there was
no occasion for folks from Trier, Luxembourg, the Rhineland
and Bavaria to feel homesick.” A columnist for the Chicago
Tribune [Alex Small, 1957) remembered that during the street’s
heyday, “One could not get around North Avenue without
that language [German).”

North Avenue also served a variety of other ethnic groups with
old-world ties to Germany, including Swiss and Hungarian. In
Harvey W. Zorbaugh'’s classic book on the sociology of Chicago’s
Near North Side, The Gold Coast and the Slum (1929), he wrote:

At the corner of Larrabee and North Avenue is the Immigrant
State Bank (with names in German, Hungarian, and Italian,
as well as in English]}, the Chicago Hungarian Athletic
Association, a Hungarian daily, and a Hungarian barber shop.

Public Hall Buildings

Public hall buildings such as the Yondorf Block and Hall were
once common in Chicago. In 1887, the year of Yondorf’s construc-
tion, the Chicago city directory listed approximately 80 public
hall buildings; by 1915, this figure had quintupled to over 450.
Found most often on commercial streets, such as North or Mil-
waukee avenues, public hall buildings served a predominantly
middle- and working-class clientele. Some were built specifically
to house large clubs or trade unions. Others were built as specula-
tive, for-profit structures with meeting rooms available for rent.

Regardless of ownership, most had first-floor retail spaces and
meeting rooms on upper floors. Often these buildings were called
“blocks,” a 19th-century term for a speculative office building.
Public halls served as centers for social and political meetings,
fraternal gatherings, and live musical and theatrical productions.
They were essential in the pre-radio, pre-cinema era of commu-
nity activity and entertainment,

Public hall buildings evolved out of saloons, which were impor-
tant businesses in the lives of many Chicagoans. Besides being
places to drink, saloons were meeting places where the average
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located just south of North Avenue on Clark Street, which
was built by a leading German-American men’s choral society.

Still other public hall buildings were built on a large scale, similar
to those built by prominent clubs, but were strictly rental proper-
ties available for a wide variety of functions. The Yondorf Block
and Hall is a fine example of this kind of public hall building.
Another outstanding example is Thalia Hall (1892}, located at
1215-25 W. 18th St. (designated a Chicago Landmark in 1989},
which also contains a finely detailed theater. Others include:

¢ Flynn’s Hall {1889}, northeast corner of North and Damen
e Fasking Hall {c. 1890}, 3012-14 S. Archer Ave.

German-Americans were well-known for their propensity to
participate in group activities, and many public hall buildings
could be found along German commercial streets such as North
Avenue. A president of the Germania Club once commented,
“Put three Germans together and in five minutes you’ll have
four clubs.” A Chicago Sun-Times article from April 11, 1957
stated that:

Chicago’s original German stronghold was North Avenue,
from Clark to Clybourn. In that Teutonic neighborhood some
400 German singing, cultural, gymnast, fraternal and social
organizations flourished.

By World War I, almost a dozen public hall buildings were located
on North Avenue and nearby streets. Most were small in scale,
including Folz’s Hall at Larrabee Avenue {demolished} and Kern
Hall (c. 1890}, which remains at Hudson Avenue. The Yondorf
Block and Hall was the largest and finest of those on North Av-
enue, and is an outstanding example of a public hall building that
combines the speculative character of smaller public halls and
saloons with the scale and visual exuberance of a private club.

Later History

Upon its opening, the Yondorf Block and Hall had Gloeckner’s
Saloon and Freeman’s Grocery as first-floor tenants. It quickly
became a favored place for meetings and dances held by
fraternal and other social organizations. The 1890 Lakeside
Directory of Chicago listed several societies that regularly held
their meetings in the building, including the Ancient Order of
United Workmen, the Independent Order of Knights and Ladies
of Honor, the Order of Chosen Friends, the Grand Army of the
Republic, the Independent Order of Foresters, the Knights of
Pythias, and the Royal League. Later city directories mentioned
additional organizations, including several Masonic lodges and
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Ladies of the
Maccabees, the North American Union, the Royal Arcanum,
the Order of Columbian Knights, the Protected Home Circle,
the National Protective Life Association, the Order of Mutual
Protection Lodges, and the Plattdeutsche Gilden.
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time, the North Avenue storefronts were remodeled for the bank
to the designs of architect Joseph Schuttler. These storefronts were
clad with smoothly-finished brown granite and white glazed terra-
cotta window and door surrounds, detailed in a bold Classical
Revival style. Especially fine is the lavish cornice, with a frieze

of interlocking circles and a variety of Greek details, including
“egg-and-dart” and “bead-and-reel” moldings.

The Prudential Savings State Bank had intended to replace the
building, now called Prudential Hall, with a new Classical Revival-
style structure, but the Great Depression and the bank’s subse-
quent failure intervened. However, the building continued to be

a popular meeting place for social organizations through the 1920s
and ’30s. In 1935, one of Chicago’s German newspapers, the
Abendpost, published a list of German-language societies

and organizations in the city. Several were listed as meeting at
Prudential Hall, including the International Male Chorus, the
Luxembourg Choral Society, the Nordica Ladies’ Society, the
Palatinate Ladies’ National Society, the Swabian-Badensian Ladies’
Society, and several lodges of the Hermann Sisters, a companion
society to a popular German men’s fraternal organization, the
Sons of Hermann.

Sam'’s Liquors (1958-1985)

In 1958, Sam’s Liquors, a retailer of wine and spirits, bought the
building, which at the time held the Barrel House bar, and opened
a store that became known citywide for its selection and prices.

It is believed that the upper floor meeting rooms were closed at
this time. In addition, many signs were installed that covered the
building’s first floor. Also, by 1965, the building’s original corner
tower, decorated with round-arched openings and a high pyramidal
roof, had been taken down, as well as some pressed-metal orna-
ment on the building’s gables.

Urban renewal projects carried out during the 1960s and 70s
changed the neighborhood surrounding the Yondorf Block and Hall,
as many of the buildings south and east of it were demolished.

In the 1980s, a proposal to widen North Avenue threatened the
Yondorf Block and Hall itself with demolition. The street widening
did not occur, nor did a proposed straightening of the Chicago
Transit Authority (CTA] elevated train tracks, which also threat-
ened the building. Since the early 1990s, the new construction of
small commercial buildings and residences has rapidly transformed
this neighborhood.

As a result of the area's redevelopment the Yondorf Block and Hall
is even more visually distinctive than it had been in its early years.
Originally an impressive building anchoring a thriving commercial
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APPENDICES

Criteria for Designation

According to the Municipal Code of Chicago {Sections 2-120-620
and 630}, the Commission on Chicago Landmarks has the author-
ity to recommend a building or district for landmark designation
if the Commission determines that it meets two or more of the
stated “criteria for landmark designation,” as well as possesses

a significant degree of its historic design integrity.

Based on the findings in this report, the following should be
considered by the Commission on Chicago Landmarks in deter-
mining whether to recommend the Yondorf Block and Hall for
designation as a Chicago Landmark.

Criterion 1: Critical Part of the City’s Heritage

Its value as an example of the architectural, cultural, economic,
historic, social, or other aspect of the heritage of the City of Chicago,
State of lilinois or the United States.

The Yondorf Block and Hall is a significant landmark in the social
history of Chicagoans of German descent. During the late 1800s
and early 1900s, North Avenue was an important commercial
street in the heart of one of Chicago’s most prominent German-
American neighborhoods. The building is a rare physical reminder
of the street’s visual character, most of which was lost to urban
renewal a generation ago.

In the years following the Chicago Fire of 1871, ethnic Germans
made up one of the most dominant immigrant groups in Chicago,
totaling almost a quarter of the city’s population by 1900. Al-
though they lived throughout the city during the 1880s and 1890s,
Germans were most associated with Chicago’s North Side, espe-
cially the Near North Side and Lincoln Park community areas.

North Avenue, separating these two neighborhoods, was an impor-
tant commercial street to Chicago’s German community. North
was lined with small-scale commercial buildings housing a wide
range of shops, businesses and professional services that catered

to German-speaking Chicagoans. Rising four stories and located

at North Avenue and Halsted Street, near the western end of the
North Avenue commercial strip, the Yondorf Block and Hall was
one of the street’s most visually prominent buildings, built to
house dances, plays and other cultural events and as a home for
the community’s fraternal organizations.
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Criterion 4: Important Architecture

Its exemplification of an architectural type or style distinguished by
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail,
materials or craftsmanship.

The Yondorf Block and Hall is a fine example of a large-scale,
stylistically eclectic building of the Victorian age, relatively few
of which have survived in Chicago. Along with buildings such as
the Hotel St. Benedict Flats, the former Armour Institute main
building, and the Germania Club, it reminds passersby today of
earlier Chicagoans’ taste for buildings of impressive scale and
lavish decoration.

The Yondorf Block and Hall also is an important example of a
building type significant in Chicago’s social history, the public
hall building. Sometimes built by fraternal organizations such

as the Freemasons, more often by businessmen as commercial
enterprises, public hall buildings could be found on most Chicago
commercial streets during the late 1800s and early 1900s.

Many public hall buildings were modest in scale, indistinguishable
on their exteriors from other commercial buildings. Others, includ-
ing the Yondorf Block and Hall, were large, more imposing struc-
tures, resembling in their size and ornamentation the private club
buildings built by Chicago’s most prominent and elite societies.
All had retail space on the first floor, while meeting rooms of
varying sizes occupied upper floors. It was in buildings such as

the Yondorf Block and Hall that the literally hundreds of social
organizations and clubs common to 19th- and early 20th-century
Chicago met.

The Yondorf Block and Hall is an outstanding example of a public
hall building. Its exterior is large and imposing, finely detailed with
beautifully crafted ornament in a variety of materials, including
molded brick, carved stone, terra cotta and pressed metal. Its
second-story theater, popularly known as “Yondorf’s Hall” and
complete with a proscenium-arch stage and U-shaped balcony, is a
rare example of a 19th-century public hall theater and exceptional
in the context of Chicago architecture.

Criterion 7: Unique Visual Feature

Its unique location or distinctive physical appearance or presence
representing an established and familiar visual feature of a
neighborhood, community, or the City of Chicago.

The Yondorf Block and Hall is an important visual landmark for
Chicago’s Near North Side communities, including the Lincoln
Park neighborhood. Due to urban renewal efforts of the 1960s

and early 1970s, the Yondorf Block and Hall is one of only a hand-
ful of 19th-century buildings remaining along North Avenue, while
physically the most impressive. Its location at the North-Halsted-
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Clybourn intersection gives it added prominence when viewed
from the south or west, making it, as one newspaper reporter called
it, “the gateway to Lincoln Park.”

The Yondorf Block and Hall also is a distinctive landmark when
seen from the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA] elevated tracks,
which curve around the building’s north and east sides. Thousands
of riders of CTA Brown and Purple Line trains know the building
well, seeing it from several different angles as they pass by the
building daily on their way to and from the Loop.

Integrity

The integrity of the proposed landmark must be preserved in light of its
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and ability to express
its historic community, architectural or aesthetic interest or value.

The exterior of the Yondorf Block and Hall retains its historic
integrity to a high degree. The masonry walls have been well
preserved, as has the window treatment. The windows have
been replaced, but they maintain the original double-hung
configuration. Architectural ornament, including terra-cotta
and metal detailing, also has been retained.

The first-floor storefronts facing North Avenue were remodeled
in 1919, when white glazed terra cotta storefronts were installed
after the building was purchased by the Prudential Savings State
Bank. Although not original, these storefronts are fine examples
of craftsmanship in terra cotta and have historic significance of
their own.

One of the most notable features of the Yondorf Block and Hall

is its second-floor theater. This rare example of a small-scale 19th-
century venue for plays, concerts and dances retains a high degree
of physical integrity. It has its original proscenium-arch stage, built
of wood and pressed metal, an encircling balcony, and twin wooden
staircases leading from the orchestra level to the balcony. Besides
these staircases, other surviving historic woodwork includes
vertical-grooved wainscoting, wood paneling fronting the balcony,
and several wood-paneled doors.

The theater’s entrance, including a tiled first-floor vestibule and a
staircase leading to the theater, still exists, although the vestibule
and staircase have been sealed off and currently are inaccessible.

Other interior spaces, including the first-floor retail and upper-floor
spaces, have been remodeled into modern banking and office areas.
They retain their historic sense of scale but relatively few historic
materials or detailing.

A new addition was constructed to the east in 1989. It is set back
from the building's facade and does not detract from the original
building's historic character.
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Significant Historical
and Architectural Features

Whenever a building or district is under consideration for land-
mark designation, the Commission on Chicago Landmarks is
required to identify the “significant historical and architectural
features” of the property. This is done to enable the owners and
the public to understand which elements are considered most
important to preserve the historical and architectural character
of the proposed landmark.

Based on its evaluation of the Yondorf Block and Hall, the
Commission staff recommends that the significant historical
and architectural features be identified as:

» all visible exterior elevations, including their rooflines

» the second-floor theater interior, including its proscenium
arch, balcony, and staircases

» the first-floor entrance vestibule and staircase
leading to the theater

Building Rehabilitation Issues

The Commission on Chicago Landmarks bases its review

of all city-issued permits related to a landmark property on its
adopted Guidelines for Alterations to Historic Buildings and
New Construction, as well as the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s
Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. The purpose

of the Commission’s review is to protect and enhance the
landmark’s significant historical and architectural features.

As noted in this report, the exterior appearance of the Yondorf
Block and Hall is largely intact. The 1989 rehabilitation of the
building followed Secretary of the Interior standards. The major
exterior change associated with this rehabilitation, the east addi-
tion, was added to a party wall and is deferential in massing and
setback to the historic fabric of the building in accordance with
the Secretary of the Interior Standards. Future rehabilitation
efforts should continue to respect the historic design character
of the building.
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