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Community Area Snapshot

*Source:  COMMUNITY DATA SNAPSHOT NEAR SOUTH SIDE, CHICAGO COMMUNITY AREA, CMAP, 2016-2020



Existing Zoning

Project siteThe site is zoned:

IPD No. 677, T-District, 

POS-1 and is within the 

Public Use Zone of the Lake 

Michigan and Chicago 

Lakefront Protection District.

T

PD 677

POS-1



Project Intent

Rehabilitate the Van Buren Street Station on the Metra Electric District Line

Rehabilitate station waiting area

Improve and expand ADA access

Overhaul pedestrian tunnel under Michigan Ave., including waterproofing

Improve rider experience with new shelters, platforms and signage 

Improve and expand access to Grant Park and the lakefront



V A N  B U R E N  S T A T I O N  S I T E
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Site – Present Day



Historic Context – Van Buren Street Station
• As part of the access tunnel 

construction, two entry stair 

kiosks were erected on the 

west side of Michigan 

Avenue, flanking Van Buren 

Street. They were 

subsequently altered.

• A second pair of stair entry 

stair kiosks were constructed 

in Grant Park, on axis with 

Van Buren Street, in 

approximately the same 

location as the proposed Van 

Buren Street Station Pop-up 

entrance. These stair kiosks 

are no longer extant.



V A N  B U R E N  S T A T I O N  S I T E

Improve & Expand ADA Access
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Extend Island Platform & Replace Canopy
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V A N  B U R E N  P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E  A D A  R A M P

Improve & Expand ADA Access



O v e r a l l  V i e w - V A N  B U R E N  P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E
A D A  R A M P
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Improve & Expand ADA Access

Move top of stairs to 
create a top landing 
for the new ramp

5’-0” wide ramp 
segments

New precast elements 
maintained symmetry

V A N  B U R E N  P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E  A D A  R A M P



V A N  B U R E N  P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E  A D A  R A M P  A N D  
S T A I R  W I T H  B I K E  R A M P

Improve & Expand ADA Access and Bike Access



Improve Station Rooftop



Improve Station Rooftop



Rehabilitate Michigan Ave. Enclosures



Overhaul Pedestrian Tunnel Under Michigan Ave.



Rehabilitate Michigan Ave. Enclosures
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Rehabilitate Michigan Ave. Enclosures



Close Staircase at the Guimard Sculpture



Guimard Sculpture – Metra commitments



CATALYZE 

10
VIBRANT NEIGHBORHOODS 

ON THE SOUTH 

AND WEST SIDES

Austin

Humboldt Park  

North Lawndale  

New City

Bronzeville
(North Kenwood,  

Oakland, Grand Boulevard, 
Douglas  Park)

(Pullman & West Pullman)

Lakefront Protection: 14 Policies & Purposes
1. Complete the publicly owned and locally controlled park system along the entire lakefront.

2. Maintain and enhance the landscaped, spacious, and continuous character of the lakeshore parks.

3. Continue to improve the water quality and ecological balance of Lake Michigan.

4. Preserve the cultural, historical, and recreational heritage of the lakeshore parks.

5. Maintain and improve the formal character and open water vista of Grant Park with no new above-ground 
structures permitted.

6. Increase the diversity of recreational opportunities while emphasizing lake-oriented leisure activities.

7. Protect and develop natural lakeshore park and water areas for wildlife habitation.

8. Increase personal safety.

9. Design all lake edge and lake construction to prevent detrimental shoreline erosion.

10. Ensure a harmonious relationship between the lakeshore parks and community edges but in no instance allow 
private development east of Lake Shore Drive.

11. Improve access to lakeshore parks and reduce vehicular traffic on secondary park roads.

12. Strengthen the parkway characteristics of Lake Shore Drive.

13. Ensure all port, water supply, and public facilities are designed to enhance lakefront character.

14. Coordinate all public and private development within the water, park, and community zones.



(North Kenwood,  

Oakland, Grand Boulevard, 
Douglas  Park)

(Pullman & West Pullman)

DPD Recommendations

• DPD has determined that the Application has met the minimum 
requirements of Section 17-6 of the Chicago Zoning Code

• DPD has found that the project is in compliance with the Policies and 
Purposes in Section 16-4-100 of the Lake Michigan and Chicago 
Lakefront Protection Ordinance



THANK YOU

For  more  in format ion
about  the  pro ject :

m e t r a . c o m / V a n B u r e n S t a t i o n P r o j e c t
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