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Project Narrative 
 
Shedd Aquarium’s 2030 Strategic Vision 
 
As Shedd Aquarium looks toward its 100th anniversary in 2030, it is embarking on an ambitious 
undertaking – a transformational Centennial Commitment that accelerates access and 
connection to nature for all and amplifies ways to care, conserve and act to ensure an equitable, 
sustainable, and thriving future for people and aquatic life. 
 
Requiring eight-years to accomplish and millions of dollars in investment, the wide-ranging vision 
aims to revitalize and restore the aquarium’s historic home and lakefront campus through an 
Experience Master Plan (EMP), create more equitable and accessible pathways to nature for 
Chicagoans and Shedd visitors, and accelerate research and science to help address the largest 
threats to biodiversity. 
 
EMP Exterior Enhancements:  To support the goals of the EMP, the following exterior 
improvements are required - each responding to a pressing need. 
 
Improving the Existing Accessible Entrance:  The historic West Entrance will remain the iconic 
portal to the Shedd experience.  The existing Accessible Entrance does not allow for the full 
operational and functional capacities needed to serve guests who require this entry.  To ensure 
a stress-free, seamless, secure, and welcoming arrival experience, Shedd plans to build highly 
functional Entry and Ticket Pavilions which will have a total area of 3,100 s.f.  The Ticket Pavilion 
will focus on remote ticketing to meet the needs of those who do not pre-purchase their 
admission tickets.  The Entry Pavilion will focus on entry amenities to provide touchless security 
scanning and automated ticket turnstiles outside the wall of the historic building. A low circular 
trellis will define an entry plaza with the Man with Fish sculpture at its center. The elegant trellis  
and glass Entry Pavilion only lightly touch the historic building.  Updated landscaping and lighting 
will be provided to enhance the arrival experience and new pavilions.   
 
Reconstruction and Expansion of the North Terrace:  The existing North Terrace is supported by 
a concrete retaining wall backfilled with earth. This wall has collapsed and must be replaced. It is 
adjacent to the North Gallery which is the location of a major new exhibit which will contain two 
larger animal habitats. Shedd’s plan will add a new 8,100 s.f. basement under the North Terrace 
and add 10 feet of width to the North Terrace to provide life support systems for all 17 habitats 
including the two large new tanks.  Replacement landscaping will be provided directly adjacent 
to the new North Terrace to replace existing crab apple trees that are at the end of their lives 
and in a detrimental condition.  
 
North Gallery Roof:  The existing North Gallery roof and rooftop cooling tower will be removed 
and replaced with a new North Gallery roof and the addition of a new mechanical penthouse and 
elevator over-ride.   
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POTENTIAL IMPACT OF THE PROPOSAL 

I. Fourteen Basic Policies 

1. Complete the publicly owned and locally controlled park system along the 

entire Chicago lakefront. 

RESPONSE:  The Shedd Aquarium is located on property owned by the Chicago Park 

District and no change is contemplated as a result of this project.   

2. Maintain and enhance the predominantly landscaped, spacious and continuous 

character of the lake shore parks. 

RESPONSE:  Shedd’s site contains a four-acre garden which is the equivalent to 40 Chicago 

backyards.  It offers a myriad of possibilities to serve as a living classroom while extending 

the aquarium’s conservation efforts. Currently, the gardens include special plantings to 

attract migratory birds, edible gardens to provide food for Shedd’s animal populations, 

educational exhibits and seating areas for visitors.  Additional ornamental trees and native 

woodland plantings will be provided, as well as supplemental dune habitats, a monarch 

garden and additional nature play areas and exhibits for visitors.   

3. Continue to improve the water quality and ecological balance of Lake 

Michigan. 

RESPONSE: Conservation is a key mission of the Shedd Aquarium and, through its work, 

Shedd will continue to advocate for and conduct research to improve the water quality and 

ecological balance of Lake Michigan. The current gardens contain healthy, carbon rich soil 

with predominantly native, deep-rooted plants. The resulting healthy soil ensures that all the 

rain that falls on Shedd gardens and lawns is absorbed and does not run off carrying soil 

particles and possible toxins with it.  What isn’t used by the plants either evaporates, is stored 

or slowly filters through the soil and is released into the watershed. The garden adjacent to 

the Oceanarium is not only a rich habitat for lakefront fauna, it is a 22,000 s.f. rainwater 

filter. 

4. Preserve the cultural, historical, and recreational heritage of the lakeshore parks. 

RESPONSE:  Shedd, which has been open for almost a century, takes its role as steward of 

its historic building very seriously.  Shedd is listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places and has been designated as one of thirty-five U.S. National Historic Landmarks within 

the City of Chicago.  Because of Shedd’s designation as a nationally recognized landmark, 

maintaining the historic and architectural integrity of the original building rises to equal 

importance and needs to be balanced with visitor experience and animal welfare. 

The proposed improvements have been carefully designed to ensure compatibility with 

national historic guidelines and the design process included consultation with state and local 

historic agencies and advocacy groups.  The project has been designed to be consistent with 

the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.  
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The design carefully considered the compatibility of the materials, massing, size, scale, and 

design of the new Entry and Ticket Pavilions to improve the existing accessible entrance, 

while maintaining the essential form and integrity of the historic building’s primary West 

facade. A thorough assessment of the North Terrace was conducted to ensure that the 

disassembly, expansion, and restoration of the terrace is sensitive to the preservation of the 

original material and configuration of the historic terrace while addressing animal welfare.  

Finally, proposed modifications to the roof over the North Gallery to create an additional 

floor for a service deck needed to maintain animal habitats were thoughtfully designed to 

prevent projection over the existing parapet which would impact Shedd’s historic exterior.  

Shedd is the most popular museum located in Chicago’s lakefront drawing an estimated 2 

million visitors annually.  Its recently announced Centennial Commitment has the following 

goals which will continue its impact on the recreational heritage of the parks: 

 A transformation and restoration of Shedd’s historic aquarium galleries to expand 

onsite capacity, create dynamic new experiences and exhibits, and provide greater 

and more accessible entry points to see and connect with aquatic life as a springboard 

to inquiry and exploration;  

 New education and experience frameworks created with equity, accessibility, and 

inclusion to reduce barriers to understanding and enjoying the aquatic animal world; 

 Deeper community investments and partnerships that not only bring the aquarium 

further into Chicago neighborhoods, but also bring neighborhood-level discussions 

and solutions into new, expansive, dedicated spaces within its walls;  

 Compelling digital engagements that bring animals and action programs from the 

aquarium into more homes everywhere;  

 Advancements in exemplary animal care and welfare, research, and science to 

increase capacity to respond to more wildlife in crisis and address the largest threats 

to biodiversity now; and  

 Shedd is an active, appointed participant of the new Museum Campus Working Group, 

formed by Mayor Lori Lightfoot to “re-imagine” the Museum Campus and recommend 

ways to “maximize” its year-round benefits. The Working Group will make 

recommendations to enhance the cultural and recreational programming of this section of 

Chicago’s Lakefront and its existing infrastructure. 

5. Maintain and improve the formal character and open water vista of Grant Park 

with no new above-ground structures permitted. 

RESPONSE:  The proposed improvements will enhance the open water views of Grant 

Park. 

6. Increase the diversity of recreational opportunities while emphasizing lake-

oriented leisure time activities. 
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RESPONSE:  Shedd’s Experience Master Plan (“EMP”) will include the transformation and 

restoration of its historic aquarium galleries to expand onsite capacity, create dynamic new 

experiences and exhibits, and provide greater and more accessible entry points to see and 

connect with aquatic life.  A key goal is to increase annual attendance to 2.3 million visitors with 

an additional 160,000 more school children.   

Shedd proposes a number of improvements to its campus, as outlined in its response to Policy 2 

above, and additional outdoor exhibits, programming and play areas for use by its visitors.  

Shedd’s gardens are open to the public 365 days a year. Shedd can be viewed or accessed from 

the lakefront bike path. 

Finally, Shedd proposes to work with the Chicago Park District to add additional bicycle parking 

to the Museum Campus which will allow more visitors to arrive via the Lakefront Bike Path and 

visit the museums.  

7. Protect and develop natural lakeshore park and water areas for wildlife 

habitation. 

RESPONSE:  Within its campus, Shedd has 6 main garden areas ranging in style and 

emphasis from a wetland inspired garden of all native plants to a traditional vegetable 

garden.  This is one of the largest gardens and habitats for native birds, mammals and insects 

on the lakefront.  The over 85 species of plants, most of which are native, are responsible 

for the rich biodiversity found in this garden.  It is a monarch butterfly way station and 

destination due to large colonies of milkweed.  Scores of year-round and migrating bird 

species find food and refuge in these gardens.   

8. Increase personal safety. 

RESPONSE:  The expanded accessible entrance will include enhanced security screening 

to supplement Shedd’s existing security measures. 

9. Design all lake edge and lake construction to prevent detrimental shoreline 

erosion. 

RESPONSE:  This standard is not applicable because the project does not include any lake 

edge or lake construction. 

10. Ensure a harmonious relationship between the lakeshore parks and the 

community edge, but in no instance will further private development be permitted East of Lake 

Shore Drive. 

RESPONSE:  Shedd is located in the heart of the lakeshore parks and does not abut 

community areas.  This project will not involve any private development east of DuSable 

Lake Shore Drive and will simply constitute a minor 3,100 s.f. expansion of Shedd’s existing 

footprint.  The minor additions benefit the public thru their focus on universal accessibility, 

stewardship of the historic building, enhanced public spaces, improved educational 

programming and enhanced animal welfare.    
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11. Improve access to the lakeshore parks and reduce through vehicular traffic on 

secondary park roads. 

RESPONSE:  The proposed improvements will have no impact on vehicular access or 

traffic within the lakeshore parks.  Further, the project will provide increased options for 

bicycle parking. 

12. Strengthen the parkway characteristics of Lake Shore Drive and prohibit and 

roadway of expressway standards. 

RESPONSE:  The proposed improvements will not impact DuSable Lake Shore Drive. 

13. Ensure that all port, water supply, and public facilities are designed to enhance 

lakefront character. 

RESPONSE:  This standard is not applicable to this project. 

14. Coordinate all public and private development within the water, park, and 

community zones. 

RESPONSE:  The proposed improvements have been presented for consideration by the 

Chicago Park District and the Alderman of the 4th Ward to ensure proper coordination and 

planning for this area of the lakefront parks and the City of Chicago. 

II. Thirteen Purposes 

1. To promote and protect the health, safety, comfort, convenience, and the general 

welfare of the people, and to conserve our natural resources; 

RESPONSE:  A primary goal of Shedd’s EMP program is to improve the visitor experience.  This 

will include more efficient ticketing and entry, enhanced safety screening and greatly enhanced 

accessibility throughout the building for families and the visitors with disabilities.   

In addition, sustainability is a core Shedd value. From water-conserving exhibits to energy-

efficient lighting, from “green” gardens to the food its animals eat—sustainability is built into 

everything it does.  Shedd reached an ambitious target of reducing water use by half, saving 29 

million gallons every year, and has similar goals for reducing waste and energy use.   

2. To identify and establish the Lake Michigan and Chicago Lakefront Protection 

District and to divide that District into several zones wherein any and all development or 

construction, as specified in Article V hereinafter, shall be specifically restricted and regulated; 

RESPONSE:  Shedd is located in the Public Use Zone of Chicago’s Lakefront Protection 

District and the proposed development will comply with its regulations. 

3. To maintain and improve the purity and quality of the waters of Lake Michigan; 

RESPONSE:  Shedd is committed to conservation efforts to improve the purity and quality of the 
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waters of Lake Michigan.  As part of its core mission, Shedd restores, rewilds, and sustains aquatic 

life and aquatic ecosystems – like Lake Michigan. Shedd Aquarium is uniquely positioned to 

address the threats facing biodiversity today through its work to advance marine protected areas, 

sustain robust fisheries, build resilience to warming waters for species and habitats, and create 

shared understanding of aquatic life. As a founding member of the Aquarium Conservation 

Partnership, Shedd Aquarium and 24 other aquariums across the country have also eliminated 

more than 1 million plastic beverage bottles and counting from its operations as well as reducing 

single-use plastic packaging wherever possible. 

4. To insure that construction in the Lake or modification of the existing shoreline 

shall not be permitted if such construction or modification would cause environmental or 

ecological damage to the Lake or would diminish water quality; and to insure that the life 

patterns of fish, migratory birds and other fauna are recognized and supported; 

RESPONSE:  Shedd’s project will not include any construction in the lake or modification of the 

existing shoreline.  The proposed improvements will utilize bird-friendly design which respects 

migratory bird patterns.    Please see the response to Policy No. 7 above which discussed Shedd’s 

conservation efforts related to migratory birds, monarch butterflies, and native landscapes and 

species.  

5. To insure that the Lakefront Parks and the Lake itself are devoted only to public 

purposes and to insure the integrity of and expand the quantity and quality of the Lakefront 

Parks; 

RESPONSE:  Shedd is a not-for-profit organization devoted only to public purposes and is 

dedicated to fulfilling John G. Shedd’s vision of bringing the wonders of the aquatic animal world 

to Chicagoans and to visitors from around the world.  Through its goal to increase attendance to 

2.3M with an additional 160,000 elementary students and enhanced programming in its four-acre 

garden, Shedd’s project will expand the quantity and quality of the Lakefront Parks. 

6. To promote and provide for continuous pedestrian movement along the 

shoreline; 

RESPONSE:  The proposed improvements will have no impact on existing pedestrian movement 

along the shoreline.   

7. To promote and provide for pedestrian access to the Lake and Lakefront Parks 

from and through areas adjacent thereto at regular intervals of one-fourth mile and additional 

places wherever possible, and to protect and enhance vistas at these locations and wherever else 

possible; 

RESPONSE:  The proposed improvements will have no impact on existing pedestrian access to 

the Lake and Lakefront Parks.  In addition, the project includes the re-opening of seven historic 

windows on the North façade making enhanced views of Chicago’s lakefront available to Shedd 

visitors  

8. To promote and provide for improved public transportation access to the Lakefront; 
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RESPONSE:  Shedd will continue to encourage its visitors to utilize public transportation that 

serves the Museum Campus and will work with the Chicago Park District to make additional 

bicycle parking available to the public. 

9. To insure that no roadway of expressway standards, as hereinafter defined, shall 

be permitted in the Lakefront Parks; 

RESPONSE:  The proposed improvements do not include any roadway improvements. 

10. To insure that development of properties adjacent to the Lake or the Lakefront 

Parks is so defined as to implement the above-stated purposes, provided, however, that with 

respect to property located within the Private Use Zone as established by Article V, VI, and IX 

of this Ordinance, the permitted use, special use, lot area per dwelling unit, and floor area ratio 

provisions of the Chicago Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 194A of the Municipal Code of Chicago, 

shall govern except where such provisions are in substantial conflict with the purposes of this 

Ordinance or the Fourteen Basic Policies of the Lakefront Plan of Chicago; 

RESPONSE:  Shedd is located in the Public Use Zone of the Chicago’s Lakefront Parks. 

11. To achieve the above-stated purposes, the appropriate public agency should 

acquire such properties or rights as may be necessary and desirable; 

RESPONSE:  This standard is not applicable to the proposed project. 

12. To define and limit the powers and duties of the administrative body and officers 

as provided herein; 

RESPONSE:  This standard is not applicable to the proposed project. 

13. Nothing contained in the Lake Michigan and Chicago Lakefront Protection 

Ordinance shall be deemed to be a waiver or consent, license or permit to use any property or to 

locate, construct or maintain any building, structure or facility or to carry on any trade, industry, 

occupation or activity which may be otherwise required by law. 

RESPONSE:  The proposed improvements will comply with all federal, state and local laws 

and regulations. 
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San Francisco
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FIGURE 1: VICINITY SITE MAP
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FIGURE 2: EXISTING SITE 0’ 32’6” 65’ 130’ 260’

SCALE BAR: 1” = 130’
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FIGURE 3-1: PROPOSED SITE PLAN 0’ 32’6” 65’ 130’ 260’

SCALE BAR: 1” = 130’
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FIGURE 3-2: EXISTING LANDSCAPE PLAN
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FIGURE 3-3: OVERALL LANDSCAPE PLAN
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LEGEND

Ornamental trees and proposed native 
woodland with maintenance path

Existing staircase to lakefront trail

Seasonal picnic tables provided by Shedd 
with new shade trees

Existing prairie footpath

Existing drop-off

Restoration of native dune habitat with 

proposed access

Proposed monarch garden and rain 
gardens

Existing edible garden (southwest)

Proposed nature playscape and garden

Existing edible garden (west)

PROPOSED 
LANDSCAPE PLAN

SEE ENLARGEMENTS
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FIGURE 3-4: LANDSCAPE PLAN ENLARGEMENT OF THE SOUTHWEST ENTRY
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LEGEND

Seating platform with tree

Play structure with group seating area

Nature play garden

Rain garden and butterfly garden

Existing Man with Fish Sculpture and 

water feature

Mini nature play path

Accessible entry pathway

Restoration of native dune habitat

Group meeting spot

Existing entry sign

Existing edible garden (southwest)

Existing edible garden (west)

PROPOSED LANDSCAPE PLAN
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FIGURE 3-5 PLANTING PLAN ENLARGEMENT OF THE SOUTHWEST ENTRY
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LEGEND

Deciduous single-stem tree planting

Understory tree planting

Evergreen tree planting

Nature play garden

Rain garden and butterfly garden

Restoration of native dune habitat

PROPOSED LANDSCAPE PLAN
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FIGURE 3-6 PLANTING STRATEGY OF THE SOUTHWEST ENTRY PLAY GARDEN
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PLAY GARDEN PLANTING

ALL SPECIES ARE NATIVE OR A NATIVE CULTIVAR TO THE CHICAGO REGION
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FIGURE 3-7 PLANTING STRATEGY OF THE SOUTHWEST ENTRY RAIN GARDEN
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RAIN / BUTTERFLY GARDEN PLANTING

ALL SPECIES ARE NATIVE OR A NATIVE CULTIVAR TO THE CHICAGO REGION
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FIGURE 3-8 PLANTING STRATEGY OF THE SOUTHWEST ENTRY DUNE GARDEN
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DUNE GARDEN PLANTING

ALL SPECIES ARE NATIVE OR A NATIVE CULTIVAR TO THE CHICAGO REGION
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FIGURE 3-9: LANDSCAPE PLAN ENLARGEMENT OF THE NORTH SIDE
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LEGEND

Path to current learning 

classrooms

Maintenance path

Woodland planting

Expanded north terrace

Existing sloped lawn to 

remain

Existing water feature to 

be restored

Existing picnic lawn with 

seasonal picnic tables

LANDSCAPE PLAN ENLARGEMENT –NORTH SIDE
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FIGURE 3-10: PLANTING PLAN ENLARGMENT OF THE NORTH SIDE
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LEGEND

Deciduous single-stem 

tree planting

Understory tree planting

Woodland garden

Restored water feature

Proposed shade trees in 

picnic lawn

PLANTING PLAN ENLARGEMENT –NORTH SIDE

4

5
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FIGURE 3-11: PLANTING STRATEGY OF THE NORTH SIDE
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PLANTING PLAN ENLARGEMENT –NORTH SIDE

ALL SPECIES ARE NATIVE OR A NATIVE CULTIVAR TO THE CHICAGO REGION
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FIGURE 4-1: ENTRY PAVILION FLOOR PLAN
SCALE BAR: 1” = 30’

0’ 7’6” 15’ 30’ 60’
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FIGURE 4-2: ACCESSIBLE ENTRY RENDERINGS

Current State

Concept of Future State
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FIGURE 4-2: ACCESSIBLE ENTRY RENDERINGS
Concept of Future State
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FIGURE 4-2: ACCESSIBLE ENTRY RENDERINGS
Concept of Future State
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FIGURE 4-3: ENTRY PAVILION RENDERINGS
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FIGURE 4-4: ENTRY PAVILION SECTION

TICKET PAVILION ENTRY PAVILION

14’-6"

66’-6"

17’-6"

50’-"

11'- 10"
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FIGURE 4-5: ENTRY PAVILION MATERIALS

Flooring: 
Terrazzo Custom Mix

Existing Marble Façade:
Georgian Marble

Entry Pavilion Cladding: GFRC
Rieder Vanilla Ferro Light

Ornilux Glass Bird Glass

21

Ceiling GFRC
(Interior/Exterior):
Rieder Vanilla Ferro Light
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FIGURE 4-5: TRELLIS SECTION AND MATERIALS
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Trellis Pattern/Color :
Powder-coated aluminum 
to match GFRC color

TRELLIS SECTION
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FIGURE 4-6: ARRIVAL HALLWAY FLOOR PLAN
SCALE BAR: 1” = 20’

0’ 5’ 10’ 20’ 40’
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FIGURE 4-7: NORTH TERRACE FLOOR PLAN

LOWER LEVEL 1 PLAN

SCALE BAR: 1” = 30’
0’ 7’6” 15’ 30’ 60’

GROUND LEVEL PLAN
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FIGURE 4-8: NORTH TERRACE SECTIONS
SCALE BAR: 1” = 30’

0’ 7’6” 15’ 30’ 60’

PROPOSED NORTH TERRACE SECTIONEXISTNG NORTH TERRACE SECTION
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FIGURE 4-9: NORTH TERRACE RENDERINGS

EXISTING AND PROPOSED NORTH TERRACE

EXISTING AND PROPOSED NORTH TERRACE
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FIGURE 4-10: NORTH SERVICE DECK ROOF: 04/22/22
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FIGURE 4-11: NORTH GALLERY SECTION
SCALE BAR: 1/16” = 1’

0’ 4' 8’ 16’ 32’
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Existing Mechanical 
Equipment to be Removed

Rebuilt Mechanical 
Penthouse and Elevator
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FIGURE 4-12: NORTH SERVICE DECK ROOF: EXISTING AND NEW
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New Mechanical 
Equipment
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FIGURE 4-13: NORTH SERVICE DECK ROOF: VIEW FROM LAKESHORE DRIVE
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FIGURE 4-14: NORTH TERRACE & SERVICE DECK/PENTHOUSE MATERAILS
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Penthouse Addition/ Elevator 
Overrun Metal Panel :
Centria – 995 Cambridge White

North Terrace Railing & Stone Wall :
Georgia Marble to Match Existing
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FIGURE 5-1: WEST ELEVATION
SCALE BAR: 1/64” = 1’
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 5-2: SOUTH ELEVATION
SCALE BAR: 1/64” = 1’
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 5-3: NORTH ELEVATION
SCALE BAR: 1/64” = 1’
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 5-4: EAST ELEVATION
SCALE BAR: 1/64” = 1’
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 5-5: ENTRY PAVILION DETAIL ELEVATION
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 5-6: TICKET PAVILION DETAIL ELEVATION
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 5-7: NORTH TERRACE DETAIL ELEVATION
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 6-1: PROPOSED PARKING PLAN
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Existing Parking Photo: Looking NE

Existing Parking Lot SF:

Overall Lot = 14,915 sf.

Average Spot = 8' - 6" x 18' - 0" = 153 sf.

Total SF of Just Parking Spaces = 4,119 sf.

New Construction SF Area:

10,192 SF (not including mechanical)

Interior Landscaping Per 17-11-0203-B:

Required = 1,1119 sf:

Existing Landscaping = 6750 sf

Existing trees over 4" caliper = 9

Existing Parking Photo: Looking NW



APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 6-2 EXISTING GREEN SPACE PLAN

EXISTING OPEN SPACE PLAN:

117,350 SF Open Space 
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 6-3: EXISTING GREEN SPACE PLAN

PROPOSED OPEN SPACE PLAN:

111,050 SF Open Space

6,300 SF Proposed Building Additions
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 6-4: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY MATRIX

Proposed Sustainable Strategies

Category: Moderate Renovation Project, 25 pts required

2.3    Exceed Energy Code (10%): 30 pts

6.1    Indoor Water Use Reduction (25%): 10 pts

7.1    Proximity to Transit Service: 5 pts

7.4    Bike Parking Commercial & Industrial: 5 pts

9.1    Bird Protection (Basic): 5 pts
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 6-4a: SUSTAINABLE NARRATIVE

• All proposed planting is 100% native or native cultivar plant species proposed (outside of the 

lawn which is just being restored)

• Dune garden updates restore the native existing dune habitat

• Ongoing maintenance practices and monitoring provide healthy habitat restoration, removal of 

invasive or non-native species that come in, and continuous monitoring of the health of habitats

• Rain and butterfly garden promote native pollinator species, native bees, butterflies and fall 

within the migratory pathway of the monarch butterfly

• Providing a range of planting types – perennials, graminoids, shrubs, and trees – adds a 

layered planting approach to support biodiversity

• Learning opportunities with native habitats to promote care and stewardship of such habitats

• Addition of native woodland habitat on the north side- removes some of the less previous turf 

grass and replaces it with a beneficial habitat

• Focus on restoration and introduction of gardens that are educational and have a variety of 

plant types and species

• Providing cut off light fixtures and other mindful bird protection lighting provision

• Ornilux bird safe glass will be provided

• VRF system is being used for heating and cooling in the ticket and entry pavilions 

(supplemented by the electric heat). VRF exceeds efficiency requirements

• Low-flow plumbing fixtures in the ticket pavilion

• Daylight harvesting control for the lighting in the ticket and entry pavilions

Sustainability Narrative
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 6-5: PROJECT SCHEDULE

Schedule
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 6-6: DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

Shedd has self-imposed minimum goals for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion:

26% MBE and 6% WBE

Workforce

• 50% of the total on-site labor work hours with residents residing in Chicago

• 25% of the total on-site labor work hours shall be combined minority and female workforce

• 3% of the total on-site combined laborers and/or non-trade work hours with community 

residents.

Preference will be given to residents who reside in the 4th Ward and the surrounding 

neighborhoods of Douglas, Grand Boulevard, Hyde Park, Kenwood, Museum Campus, North 

Kenwood, Oakland and the South Loop.

In addition, contractors are strongly encouraged to commit to participating in one or more 

Chicago Public School (CPS) “Work-Based Learning” programs such as the Job Shadow Week, 

CPS’ Guest Speaker Series, Site Visit Week, Soft Skills Month and Career and/or the 

Technical Education Training (CTE) Summer Internship Program. These commitments will allow for 

real-world skill-building and career exploration opportunities for local teens.
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APPLICANT: SHEDD AQUARIUM SOCIETY
ADDRESS: 1200 S. DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
INTRODUCED: MAY, 2022
PLAN COMMISSION: TBD

FIGURE 6-7: EXISTING PHOTOS

Approach from vehicle drop-off Entry garden and Man With Fish plaza

Man With Fish sculpture Accessible Entrance
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